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DURING THE BHUTTOQO ERA: (1971 -73)
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When Zulfigar Ali Bhutto assumed power on Decem-
ber 20, 1971, as the President of Pakistan, all around him was
defeat and despair. The country had been broken. Six thou-
sand square miles of territory was under Indian occupation
and nearly 90,000 Prisioners of War (POWSs) were in the Indi-
an gaols. Humiliated militarily, broken as a nation, it seemed
that Pakistan could no longer challenge Indian hegemony in
the subcontinent. (1) At this moment of national crisis, Bhut-
to, while admitting that country was facing the worst crisis in
its life, promised to the nation that he would make a 'New
Pakistan' as envisaged by the Quaid-i-Azam and assured his
countrymen that they would emerge as a stronger and a
greater nation. (2)

Although Asghar Khan, the Chairman of the Tehrik-i-
Istiglal, was a bitter critic of Bhutto's role during the East Pa-
kistan crisis, however, he welcomed his assumption of power
with caution and reluctance. Declaring it an event of-great
importance, he said that so long as Bhutto worked for the
achievement of the national objectives, it was only proper
that he should be supported by the people, regardless of party
or political affiliation and assisted in every possible way. (3)
Representing his party stand, Asghar Khan said that Bhutto
would be judged by his ability to resolve the main problems
facing the country, which according to him, were the preser-
vation of the unity and the itegrity of Pakistan; success of his
government in negotiating a settlement with the elected rep-
resentatives of East Pakistan; the speedy restoration of demo-
cratic institutions; the protection of the rights of citizens; the
end of social and economic expliotation and the establish-
ment of a just social order. (4)

From his first public reaction to Bhutto's assumption of

power, it was clear that Asghar Khan and his party was in no
mode to give him some long time to prove his abilities.
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While Bhutto was busy in re-organising the administrative
structure of the country, the Tehrik-i-Istiglal started mobiliz-
ing and educating the public opinion on various issues of na-
tional importance confronting the country. In a big public
meeting held at Karachi, its leaders demanded the lifting of
Martial Law, immediate release of Mujib-ur-Rahman and an
open trial of Yahya Khan. (5) Asghar Khan made an interest-
ing claim that if he would allow to go to East Pakistan, he
could manage the re-unification of East and West Pakistan.

(6) The Tehrik-i-Istiglal stressed that before negotiating with
India, Bhutto should consult the MNAs of all political par-
ties. (7) ;
For achieving their objectives, the Tehrik leaders start-
ed meeting with like-minded politicians. They first met with
Maulana Shah Ahmed Noorani, leader of the parliamentary
party of the Jamiat-il-Ulama-i-Pakistan (JUP), in the National
Assembly. After three-hour-discussion the leaders of both the
parties expressed their unanimous view that the Martial Law
chould be lifted and democracy should be restored immedi-
ately. (8) They were of the opinion that the party in power
should not take the cover of Martial Law to remain in power
‘and that whatever reforms the present regime wanted,
should be processed through the National and Provincial As-
semblie.

It seemed that the demands of lifting of Martial Law
and summoning of the National Assembly became the main
policy of the Tehrik-i-Istiglal during the first half of 1972, as
these were the only weak points on which they could press
the Bhutto government without having a representation in
the Assemblies. Eventually, the second-line of the party lead-
ership started a campaign against the Bhutto government
pursuing the thinking of its convenor. A.B.Awan, a promi-
Ei?ctl lre:at:}ietr oaf ;gebtl;fhritli-i-{ftilillal, called f«:.)r acceptance of the
from us ar):d demalmecelizd o 1?.ast Pak1stan_h? d separated

de summoning of the National Assem-
l(:nggr compromising members of the remaining four provinces.
Accepting this reality, Awan stressed, that Bhutto should

not waste any more time and should immedi
: ediately convene
the National Assembly and the Provincial Asserr{,blies and
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lift the Matial Law thereby restoring true democracy in the
country. (10) Musheer Ahmed Pesh Imam, General Secretary
of the Tehrik-i-Istiglal said that convening of the National
Assembly was essential to consider the question of recogni-
tion of Bangladesh and said that the National Assembly was
the only proper forum for such important decisions. (11) Abu
Saeed Enver, Organising Secretary of the Tehrik-i-Istiqlal,
while demanding the withdrawal of the Martial Law and
convening of the National Assembly, said that in the absence
of democracy, the linguistic, cultural and regional influences
were growing in the remaining Pakistan. (12)

This pattern of onslaught on the Pakistan Peoples’ Party
(PPP) government became the corner stone of the Tehrik-i-
Istiglal's policies in the early days of Bhutto government.
While talking to his partymen at Karachi, Asghar Khan said
that the mainspring of the PPP's power at present was armed
forces and not the people. (13) He accused that Bhutto was a
* party to the tragic dismemberment of Pakistan in 1971 (14)
and said that the Martial Law was being continued in’ the
country as a mere to introduce one party rule and crush the
opposition. (15)

These utterances were bound to produce the counter at-
tack from the ruling party. In a press statement, Khurshid
Hassan Mir, the person who defeated Asghar Khan from
Rawalpindi in the General Election of 1970, said that Asghar
Khan had already lost his credentials in politics, when in the
General Elections of 1970, he was defeated by a PPP candidate
by a margin of 40000 votes.(16) Ashiq Kaleem, the Vice Chair-
man of PPP (Punjab Zone) said that Asghar Khan had no
right to make a demand for convening the National Assem-
bly session, as his party had no representation in it.(17) Jam
Sadiq Ali and Jamoot Ali Shah, members of Sindh Assembly
in a joint press statement said that the demand for lifting the
Martial Law could create a serious crisis in the remaining Pa-
kistan and every sane Pakistani should refrain from making
such demands.(18) The Central Information Minister Abdul
Hafeez Pirzada, while critising the Tehrik-i-Istiqlal's policies,
invited Asghar Khan to have a debate on television on the
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different national issues.(19)

The PPP leaders were not satisfied with mere issuance
of these statements but its emotional workers tried to disrupt
the Tehrik-i-Istiglal meetings at Karachi, Peshawar and sever-
al other places by changing slongans in favour of Bhutto and
against the Tehrik-i-Istiglal.(20)

The strong policy against the Bhutto government
adopted by the Tehrik-i-Istiqlal and unwanted severe re-
sponse by the PPP leadership not only boosted the Tehrik-i-
Istiqlal's image in the national politics but also attracted a
large number of people who were looking for a platform to
oppose the Bhutto's regime.

To organize the party's activities throughout the coun-
try, the Tehrik-i-Istiglal's leaders decided to hold a two-day
national convention at Lahore on March 1-2, 1972. (21) Dur-
ing the convention, the draft manifesto of the party was dis-
cussed and to enhance the party's activities, it was decided to
hold provincial conventions of the party in all the four prov-
inces during April, 1974.(22) The Draft Programme of the par-
ty promised unrestricted deniocracy, federal parliamentary
system, reduction of voting age to 17 years, equal and justicea-
ble rights for all citizens, a free press, independent judiciary,
thorough scrutiny of the assets of all the public servants, in-
cluding ministers and the head of the state and bringing down
the disparity between wages to the ratio of one to ten.(23)

It was further declared that the draft programme, which
was prepared by the National Working Committee of the par-
ty, would be placed before a representative party conference of
delegates from different districts and city organizations of the
party, to be held in mid of April 1972.(24) Commenting on
the land reforms introduced by the Bhutto government, (25)
the convention expressed the view that the reforms would
fail to bring about any marked change in the living standards
of the farmers as the greatest problem of Pakistan's agricultu-
ral system was absentee landlordism and the present reforms
had not dealt with this basic problem.(26) Several resolutions
were also adopted in the Tehrik-i-Istiglal's convention calling
for lmmgdiate session of the National Assembly, -lifting of
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Martial Law and emergency and condemning the ruthless
killing of Pakistani POWs in India. (27)

The demand for lifting the Martial Law made by the
Tehrik-i-Istiglal and some other opposition parties was wea-
kened when the Bhutto government managed to arrange a
tripartite accord between the PPP, National Awami Party
(NAP) and Jamiat al-Ulama-i-Islam (JUI) on March 6, 1972
(28) agreesing to continue Martial Law till August 14, 1972.
While criticising the said accord, Asghar Khan urged the Na-
tional Assembly to take a decision on the removal of Martial
Law at its session which was scheduled to be held on April 14,
1972 and warned that a contrary decision would be a clear vi-
olation of the mandate of the 1970 elections.(29) Begum Tahi-
ra Masud, Chief Organiser of the Women Wing of the Teh-
rik-i-Istiglal alleged that by the said accord, it had been
decided to form 1935 Indian Act as the basis of the future con-
stitution of the country.(30)

Ignoring these lonely and feeble voices of the opposi-
tion, Bhutto prosented a draft interim contitution on April
11, 1972 (31) which was approved by the National Assembly
on April 17, 1972. (32) Criticising  the interim constitution,
the Tehrik-i-Istiglal held the view that it had given powers to
Bhutto no less than a dictator and accused that "Awami Mar-

" tial Law" had been replaced with "Constitutional Martial
Law".(33) But this criticism became weaker when instead of
August 14, 1972, Bhutto decided to lift Martial Law from
April 21, 1972 and formulated a twenty five member commit-
tee, compromising of all political parties having representa-
tion in the National Assembly, to prepare an agreed draft of a
permanent constitution.(34)

While the elected representatives of the nation were
busy in drafting a permanent constitution for a country
which had seen a lot of political set-backs mainly "due to the
inability of its statement"(35) the Tehrik-i-Istiglal's leader-
ship decided to organize their party on more democratic ba-
sis.

The first two-day annual conference of the Tehrik-i-
Istiglal was held at Rawalpindi on April 22-23, 1972 in which
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Asghar Khan was elected as President of the Tehrik-i-Istiglal
for the next two years.(36) The other prominent office-bearers
who were elected during the Tehrik's first ever elections
were, Malik Ghulam Jilani as Secretary General, and Babu Fe-
rozedin Ansari, Rahim Bux Soomro, and Karimullah Khan
Durrani as Vice-Presidents of the party.(37)

While addressing the conference, Asghar Khan men-
tioned his satisfaction that this party had been organized on
democratic lines and repeated that his party would continue
its struggle for a democratic and federal parliamentary system
in the country (38) and emphasised that he did not mind his
party's absence in the National Assembly and his party would
continue to strive for its goals outside the Assembly.(39) At
the end of conference, the participants adopted a number of
resolutions demanding for speedy repatriation of the POWs;
to take effective steps for checking the rising cost of living
and the shortage of essential commodities.(40) The confer-
ence also expressed its distrust over the 'so-called' reforms in-
troduced by the PPP government and demanded to improve
the deteriorating law and order situation in the country.(41)

. The said conference was a land-mark event not only in
the Tehrik-i-Istiqlal's short history, but it was also a signifi-
cant occasion in the sense that it was the first party in post-
election 1970 era which dared to hold party elections and or-
ganized its structure on a sound democratic footings.

Sensing the changed political climate on the issue of
framing of a federal constitution, the Tehrik-i-Istiglal decided
to attack President Bhutto's reconciliatory stand towards In-
dia which he was bound to adopt to solve the Indo-Pak out-
standing issues. It was an open secret that one of the main
reasons of Bhutto's popularity in the Punjab, strong hold of
the PPP, was his anti-India attitude. The Punjabis loved him
not only due to his threats to disclose the secret clauses of the
Taskent Daclaration, but he was welcomed also due to his
promise to "wage a war for a thousand years against India" a
stand which he took during Indo-Pak war of 1965.(42) The
Tehrik-i-Istiqlal decided to defame Bhutto on retext of his
passive attitude towards India, which he was adopting to nor-
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malize the situation after assuming the power.

While addressing a public meeting held in the lawn of
the Baluchistan. Assembly, Queta, Asghar Khan alleged that
‘Bhutto was thinking to form a confederation with India and
declared that such a move would be opposed strongly by the
people of Pakisatan. (43) He said that no useful purpose
would be served by the proposed summit with the Indian
Prime Minister Indra Gandhi unless Bhutto would hold a
meeting with the people of East Pakistan before going to In-
dia. (44) He advised Bhutto to take the people of East Pakistan
into confidence and through them put pressure on Indra
Gandhi to solve the post-war problems, otherwise the pro-
posed summit would be meaningless. (45) He further charged
that it was Bhutto who had advised Yahya Khan to use mili-

" tary force in the East Pakistan. (46) He said that Bhutto was
mainly responsible in bringing about the present ragic situa-
tion in the country, and asserted that the Soviet-Polish reso-
lution in the Security Council, which called for a ceasefire, in
East Pakistan during the Indo-Pak War of 1974 might have
saved Pakistan. But by tearing that document in the Security
Council, he alleged, "Bhutto struck his first major blow to the
integrity and sovereignty of Pakistan". (47) The National
Working Council of the Tehrik-i-Istiglal, which met on June
9-11, 1972, also urged upon Bhutto to have full and meaning-
ful discussions with national leaders before going to India for
any talks.(48) '

Anyhow, Bhutto had to go to India for the solution of
several problems which had arosed due, to the break up of
Pakistan. In their first summit meeting after the 1971 War,
Bhutto and Indra Gandhi met at Simla from June 28 till July
3, 1972 and their deliberations resulted in the Simla Accord
which was signed on July 2, 1972.(49)

The Tehrik-i-Istiglal decided to exploit the Simla Ac-
cord against Bhutto as the later used the Taskent Declaration
for dethrowning Ayub Khan. It declared that the Simla Ac-
cord_was meant to pave way for a confederation with India
.and it had been signed in accordance with the decisions taken
in Moscow. (50) When, Bhutto tried to defend the Simla Ac-
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i Khan declared in his

in the National Assembly, Asghar
;;Zceiclt? delivered in the National Assembly on the Accord as
a "pack of lies". (51) The Tehrik-i-Istiglal's IEE.ldEI"S alsq ad\fo-
cated that the linguistic riots, which erupted in Sindh in mid-

1972, (52) were a government technique adopted to divert the
public attention from the disadvantages of the S‘imla 'Accord. (53)

Besides the Simla Accord, the Tehnk-l-ls'thlr?l-1 got an-
other issue to put the Bhutto government in a fix. In Decem-
ber 1972, a fierce debate was started in the country on 'the
prons and cons of recognizing Bangladesh. The rlg}}t-wmg
parties and individuals joined their hand together against the
recognition of Bangladesh. The PPP government which was
mentally prepared to face the hard realities, launched a cam-
paign through the official media to mobilise the public opin-
ion that Bangladesh should be recognised soon. This party at-
titude gave birth to anti-recognition rallies in Punjab, mostly
led by students, causing violent clashes among the public and
the police. (54)

The Tehrik-i-Istiglal initially, took a contrary stand to
its later polices towards the issue of the recognition of Bangla-
desh. Asghar Khan, probably, was the first Pakistani politician
who, after a month of East Pakistan debacle, publically sug-
gested that Pakistan should recognise Bangladesh without
further delay‘(55) He argued that by this step Pakistan could
conquer the hearts and minds of the people of East Pakistan
and pave the way for normalization of friendly and brotherly
relations between the people of Pakistan and Bangladesh. (56)
However, he was wise enough to make it clear that it was his
‘personal opinion' and the Tehrik-i-Istiglal would consider
the question some time later. (57)

.This point of view gave birth to a strong criticism with-
in and outside the party. The PPP availed the oppo}tunity
and its spokesmen while criticising Asghar Khan for de-
manding to recognize the "so-called" Bangladesh said, that
nobody had a right to call for recognition of that wing as an
“independent state" which was a part of Pakistan and at
present was under illegal Indian occupation. (58) This stand
also caused a row within the Tehrik-i-Istiqlal and there
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seemed to be a strong rift emerging within the party foldS_
(59) Sensing the public_trend, Asghar Khan changed his posi-
tion and started opposing the Bangladesh's recognition with

his full might. , L .
He opposed Bhutto's decision to withdraw from the

Commonwealth which he took due to Britain's decision to
admit Bangladesh into the organization. He argued that
cutting off the ties with Commonwealth and other countries
on Bangladesh issue must be settled by the National Assem-
bly and not by a single person. (60) Soon after when the
movement for anti-recognition of Bangladesh gained mo-
mentum, the Tehrik-i-Istiglal joined with other right wing
parties and declined to accept Bangladesh at any cost.(61) As-
ghar Khan and other party leaders addressed several rallies
held to oppose the recognition of Bangladesh and demanded
that the repatriation of POWs and Bahari should be done
without accepting the independent status of Bangladesh.(62)
To discuss the Bangladesh issue, a special meeting of
the National Working Committee (NWC) of the Tehrik-i--
Istiglal was held on March 19-20, 1973 and after the end of its
two-day session, through a resolution, the NWC opposed the
recognition of Bangladesh as a separate entity.(63) The com-
mittee held the view that the recognition would not be in the
interest’ of Pakistan and opinioned that what had happened
so far and what was in the offing was an international con-
spiracy hatched by global interests and by their unscrupulous |
agents in Pakistan.(64) If felt that the return of Pakistani
POWs had been deliberately linked with the recognition of
Bangladesh and called upon the government to desist from
using the POWSs issue as a weapon of ‘political exploitation
and urged to resolve it by moving through énteman?nal
agencies.(63) This policy was followed by the Tehrik-i-Istiglal
strictly till the official recognition of Bangladesh by the Gaw
ernment of Pakistan in February 1974. -
On the completion of one year rule of the PPP EOV?OH
ment, the Tehriq-i-Istiglal decided to observe 2 'Black D1a)c/ities
December 20, 1972 and arranged processions I severt d the
resulting in severe clashes between the PPP workers an
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.. Tetiglal. (66) This move, on
P ‘Of th}e‘ TEhc:-:\I:irllgIS:t?éigth and popularity ofot;ee
’l;:??i f );:\tiblltaictnt tﬁeggountry and on the other hand wideneg
the gulf bgtween the ruling party and the Tehrik-i-Istigla]
i i d in the coming months.
which greatly increased 1 b Khan

This tension was intensified by Asghar Khan's emo.
tional announcement that the way of democrf:ltxc change haq
been blocked in the country and no altern.ahve was left for
the opposition except to have recourse to violent m.ethods to
bring about a change. (67) He said that the fate of this coun
would ultimately be determined by bullets. (68) According
Bhutto of trying to fulfil the mission of the Indian Premier
Indra Gandhi, he declared that Bhutto was a mentally sick
person and was himself a goonda and coward. (69)

This outrage of the Tehrik-i-Istiglal and its chairman to-
wards Bhutto gave birth to a strong reaction from the ruling
party. Abdul Hafiz Pirzada, Federal Minister for Law and Par-

liamentary Affairs, said that the language used by Asghar
Khan clearly indicated that it had come from sick mind. (70)
He said that it also showed ‘that he was a frustrated person
and a lunatic and expressed the view that an advocate could
plead in the court that he should be examined for insanity. (71)

The Punjab Chief Minister, Malik Meraj Khalid said
that if any one hurled abuse at the President, he would only
invite the warmth of the people on himself. (72) He further
Baid that while the government had its own machinary to
take action against Asghar Khan, but he was refering the mat-

" ter to tl}‘e court of the people to give their verdict against him.
o T T s M o o
ghar Khan's remarks would bg take;sn gfl??; ilk‘x): ;;Igatlf?ﬂ A;-
‘out the country.(74) ‘ ToHgh-

The massive rallies arranged .

Khan simply boosted his imagi as t;ynt:;e_ol:f;l’ ApAISE A{.sghar
and several anti-Bhutto elem 3 J pposition leader

ents started ouri : : 9
ty. On the other hand the incidents of distulz-b:;g;% ];1;, ?}iz IIZI?I-’

workers in the Tehrik-i-Istiglal meetin :
= s
and all the official machinery was mogbﬂ%za;gefon;ﬁfgﬁttl}z

Grassroots
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Tehrik's activities throughout the country. (75)

The Tehrik-i-Istiglal was not the only target of the
Bhutto regime during that period, as in February 1973, the
NAP-JUI government in Baluchistan was dismissed by the
PPP government on the pretext of several issiies, including
the discovery of an arms cache in the Iragi Embassy at Islama-
bad. (76) While the Central Government replaced the Gov-
ernor and dismissed the Government of Baluchistan, the’
Government of NWFP resigned on its own, in protest. (77)
By this action, Bhutto only wanted to extend his power base
to these two provinces. But, later events proved that it was a
wrong decision, and after remaining quite for sometime at
this political coup, the Balauchi people restored to armed re-
sistance to protect their political rights; mainly led by Marri
and Bughti tribes, who were the largest among the 18 major
tribal groups of Baluchistan. (78) ‘

The Tehrik-i-Istiqlal took a strong stand against these
political manipulations and called for a political solution to .
the situation in Baluchistan and said that the military inter-
vention would make matter more worse. (79) It feared that if
Bhutto did not desist from his policy of brinkmanship, Balu-
_chistan would turn into a Vietnam,. (80) Asghar Khan, along-
with his selected partymen went on a tour of Baluchistan in
May 1973 and after his return, he pointed out that the terrain
of Baluchistan, was 5o difficult that the Army would get
sucked in it and the strategically important area of the Punjab
. would be adversely affected. (81) He opinioned that the Balu-
chistan crisis was purely artificial, and the steps taken by the
PPP government were wrong and deliberately mischievous
from the very beginning. (82)

The Provincial Working Committee of the Baluchistan
Tehrik-i-Istiqlal held the view that the new provincial gov-
ernment in Baluchistan, installed by Bhutto regime was un-
constitutional because it was in minority in the provincial
legislature. (83) It demanded that the army should be called
back and the provincial administration should be handed
over to the NAP-JUI group which still commanded majority
in the province. (84) Unfortunately, the Baluchistan crisis
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could not be solved till the end of Bhutto era and resulted in
damage of lot of lives and property in the province.

The Tehrik-i-Istiglal which had refrained from dwell-
ing on the delicate foreign policy subject since long, broke the
long self-impossed silence by giving a new approach towards

_the foreign relations. It called for signing a defence pact with
China because, according to Tehrik-i-Istiqlal resources, nei-
ther Washington nor any other capital, except Peking was in
a position to provide effective military security to Pakistan.
(85) 1t severely criticised the government for following a for-
eign policy aimed more at befooling the people at home rath-
er than winning friends abroad. (86) In a study report present-
ed to the NWC of the Tehrik-i-Istiglal, it was observed that
under the prevalent condition only China could assist Paki-
stan in the events of hostalities and a defence pact with China
would, therefore be of great value to Pakistan and would give
it the security that it needed. (87) The report further argued
that it would also be the natural culmination of a long period
of friendly and close association in the international and de-
fence fields between the two countries. (88) The report also
observed that Pakistan's strategic location lured both America
and the Soviet Union to secure their strong hold here to ap-
" ply influence over China and it was in Chinese interests to

deny this area to both the World powers. (89)

The Tehrik-i-Istiglal also favoured the idea of a Com-
monwealth of the Muslim countries (90) and stressed to
maintain close ties with Turkey and Iran who were although
not producing defence hardware, but could "do shipping for
Pakistan during wars". (91) The Tehrik-i-Istiglal'was especial-
ly critical of US polices in the sub-continent which always
chose to shut off the supply of arms during the wars of 1965
_and 1971. In early 1973, when President Bhutto visited USA,

the United State restored the military aid to Pakistan; Asghar
Khan alleged that US-aid worth 14 million dollars had been
used by the PPP government to suppress the opposition and,
he criticised USA for patronising dictators in Asia, while at
their home they preached democracy. (92) The Tehrik-i-
Istiglal also manifested great interest in Arab-Israel war of
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1973 and while congratulating the Arab for their bold initia-
tive, it stressed upon the government to give effective mili-
tary dssistance to the Arab. (93)

Alongwith expressing its policies on the external affairs,
the Tehrik-i-Istiglal continued to oppose the Bhutto regime
within the country. It observed "Condemnation Day” on No-
vember 23, 1973 against the several political murders, and ar-
rests and imposing complete blackout on the news about the.
meetings and activities of the Tehrik-i-Istiglal in the national
press and electronic media. (94) _

The Tehrik-i-Istiqlal marked the end of the first phase
of the Bhutto era, through a message released on the birth an-
niversary of the Quaid-e-Azam which was being celebrated
on December 25, 1973 by calling the nation to rise to rebuild
the Pakistan of Quaid-e-Azam that had been reduced to a
state of economic and political deprivation by power-hungry

"cliques and re-affirmed its resolve to continue its right
against reactiorary forces that had lined up behind the Bhut-
to government. (95) ' -

A cursory glance at the activities of the Tehrik-i-Istiglal
during the years 1971-73, discussed in the foregoing paras,
would reveal that after the seperation of East Pakistan, it tried
its best to strive hard for the preservation of unity and integ-
rity of the remaining Pakistan. It struggled for the lifting of
Martial Law and emergency and restoration of the democracy
in the country. It also continued demanding the early con-
vening of the National and Provincial Assemblies and advo-
cated for framing a democratic, federal and Islamic constitu-
tion. Besides making these demands, it held innumerable
public meetings, brought out processions and held party con-
ventions to accelerate the political activities in the country.
Due to its strong opposition of the ruling party, it continued
to be the main target of the repression of the government cir-
cles and its leaders and workers were often beaten, arrested
and involved in false cases, besides several events of disrup-
tions in their public meetings by the PPP workers. But inspite

.of all these hardships, the Tehrik-i-Istiqlal continued its
struggle for the restoration of the democratic traditions and
became the main representative of the healthy opposition in
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the country.

During all these years, the Tehrik-i-Istiglal remained a
‘personality dominated party' and Asghar Khan acted as its
boss and sole spokesman. He not only explained and defend-
ed its policies and programmes to the public, but also gave
voice to the aims and ideals for which the party stood. Infact,
his strong personality and qualities of leadership were the
main sources of inspiration for his partymen. Anyhow, the
presence of forceful personality of Asghar Khan did not ham-
per the smooth functioning of the various party organs and
they always remainéd free to exercise their specified power.
Moreover, self-criticism and deliberations among the party
leaders and workers were always encouraged, a tendency be-
ing lacked by most of the political parties of that era.
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