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Political Instability in Pakistan and its effect on the
economy can not be justly dealt without looking back to the
activities of Martial Law imposition, the First and Second
military coups. The first which was imposed on the 7th of Oc-
tober 1958, the Chief Martial Law Administrator Ayoob Khan
immediately abrogated the constitution of 1956.(1)

To facilitate matters Ayoob Khan divided his adminis-
trative strategy into two phases, one was the suspension of
1956 constitution which came into force on the 7th October
1958 and the establishment of Martial Law Administrator
proper. Now the actual power was transferred to the army
forth-with. Ayoob Khan's declaration of military rule was
welcomed by the people of Pakistan with enthusiasm.(2)

He banned all political activities, major political leaders
who were suspected to being corrupt were confined to their
homes, technically known as house arrest. Their political
movements were restricted untill investigations were com-
pleted, this actually marked out the execusion of the first
phase of the administration to get a full detail that might in-
criminate the suspects or free them in the circumstances. The
masses responded positively to Ayoob's call for unity calm-
ness and co-operation owing to the fact that the populate was
fedup with corrupt activities of politicians and civil servants
which was continuously hindering the progress of the econo-
my of the country.(3)

It also hampered the integrity of the country. But the
dependent of the army on the civil servants in stabilizing the
economic status of the country was referred to as a hurdle in
the quest to eradicate corruptive elements from the commu-
nity. Due to the fact that many of civil servants who were re}
garded to be innocent were subsiquentelly found guilty o
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some infringement and foul play in the country's politics as
well as economic development of the society. But it was not
easy to identify them because of their high handling (expert
manipulation).(4)

Ayoob's strategy to eliminate corruptive political ele-
ments as well as civil servants in the bureaucracy, a Public Of-
fice Disqualification Order (PRODO) was adopted or rather
promulgated in 1959. This new move worked very successfully
at the initial stage in keeping Public Office relatively clean.(5)

The adoption of screening method on the public offices
proved partially successful, tentatively but the idea to shift
the capital from Karachi to Punjab near N.W.F.P. believed to
be the birth place of Ayoob Khan created some economic
questions especially from the industrialists in Sindh because
it was going to cost them a lot, economically and otherwise.
The masses also responded negatively on account of the poor
economic positioh of a newly born Pakistan, which, infact,
many people felt that it was even below poverty line. There-
fore the question of transferring the capital to a new venue

' 'was not proper because of the shattered economy of the coun-
try.(6) Again serious constitutional problems arose which
created greater setback in the economic sphere of the country.
But this question was explained by Ayoob Khan that a critical
consideration was given to the phenomenon to avoid any
awful mistake occuring there in. A commission was esta-
blished to give recommendation on this prospects. By virtue
of strategic environment recommendations were put forward
positively emphasising the need for a prompt transfer of the
capital to a destination which was later named Islamabad in
the vicinity of Rawalpindi where the Military Head Quarter
is located.(7) The economic hazared created by this transfer
was referred to by the population in series of the allegations
one of which was cited as being discriminatory by virtue of
the choice of President for the construction of the new capital
was with the intention of creating some job previleges for his
people living in Ayoob's home town and surrounding. It was
again opposed by many other people of the country due to the
fact that it was going to cost more money to reconstruct hous-
es for business purposes or otherwise.(8) The masses demon-
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strated their grievances over the construction of new capital;,
commenting that such fund used on the construction of the
capital could have been utilised on the development of Agri-
culture or other seriously needed economic development sec-

tors of the country.(9)

ECONOMIC AND OTHER REFORMS
Series of reforms adopted by different governments be-
fore Ayoob Khan's regime had presented adverse impact on
the political stability of the country, for example. Khwajah
Nizamuddin's regime as Prime Minister, faced the question
of Quaidani crises in Punjab and food riots in the country
forced Ghulam Muhammad as Governor General to dismiss
the Prime Minister under the pretext that he had failed .to
control the situation to which the Prime Minister referred as
baseless.(10) This developmient demonstrated as sharply in-
creased political instability in the country, which further
hampared the economic progress of the community. The in-
troduction of a system by Ayoob Khan known as Basic De-
mocracy further threatened political stability of Pakistan.(11)
In his economic reform Ayoob Khan claimed that it
was purposely to improve the standard of living of the peo-
ple and it was to facilitate economic and industrialisation
programme to be more successfull, Ayoob Khan raised the
status of the board of planning : to that of the planning com-
mission treated as a division in the President's Secretariat
leaning the President of Pakistan as the unquestioned chair-
man and deputy to him was selected as operational head giv-
en the status of central minister, to him. It was assigned the
responsibility of preparing the second five year plan for the
peiod from 1960 to 1965 which was mainly aiming at the
maximum mobilization of resources fo rapid economic
progress in Pakistan.(12) It was further endeavouring to max-
- imise the national income and per capital income of individ-
~ uals for stability in the standard of living, to implement this
. proposals Martial Law withdrawal and all its injunctions
‘were necessary. He attempted, on the other hand to create in-
_centives in economic sphere to stimulate more interest it
ousiness like atmosphere in the private sector but this effort
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could not succeed as it was expected, hence political turmoj]
was again prompted. '

%\zioreover, the adoption of legal, education a_nd other
reforms created another tension in 'the country which paral-
ised smooth political development in the country character-
ised by actual economic hindrances.(13)

THE 1962 CONSTITUTION AND THE BASIC DEMOC.RACY

When the military regime came to power the Basic De-
mocracy System was adopted by Ayoob Khan. The major task
the system under took was the formulation of the 1962 con-
stitution. At the earlier stage the military leaders thought it
wise that the parliamentary system practised in t}}e west
might be suitable in Pakistan because the basic requirement
for this purpose was western democratic system which could
not be found any where in Pakistan. The fact was that the
western democratic system desired a high degree of social and
political awareness and a universally literate atmosphere
where the majority of the people were familiare with the
utility of civic duty in casting their vote in terms of vast na-
tional interest for a better Pakistan.(14)

After carrying out-the task of electing the president on
the 7th February 1960, who took oath of office on the 8th Feb-
ruary 1960, the next step was to eatablish an atmosphere
whereby the position of president and other members of the
team of assistants could be well explained, functions, powers
and limitations of ministers and other workers, may be de-
fined in clear terms. It was learned that the new President
(Ayoob Khan) immediately formed a council to be know as
constitution commission which was led by Mr.Justice Shaha-
buddin with the full mandate to advise the newly established
Government on the drafting of the constitution.(15) The
Commission was to exmine the continuous failure of parlia-
mentary Government System in Pakistan which led to the
suspension of 1956 constitution, evaluating causes and the
n.ature of failure. Tnis was to enable the new regime to iden-
tify causes that have constituted to the instability of political
developr:qent ’of the country. Also the standard of education
. and political judgement by the previous regimes were to be
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y. They were to submit proposals in the
form of report advising how best things could be handled in
the best interest of the country. Democratic measures were to
be adopted in accordance with the basic principles of Islamic
Justice and quality, tolerence in the view of consolidating
unity and firm government in the country.(16)

The Commission rightly submitted its proposals in May
1961, comprising recommendations on the establishment of
the Presidential System of Government, adult franchise and
the multi parties political system but with a dynamic legisla-
tive assembly. But this suggestion put forward by the Basic
Democrats were not welcomed by General Ayoob since they

could not fulfill most of his desires in the administration of
the country.(17)

determined carefull

THE ULTIMATE FALL OF GENERAL AYOOB

Series of reforms adopted by Ayoob Khan which were
partially successful, as some politicians put in but this devel-
opment could not act favourably on the political and eco-
nomic stability of the country as prognosed by many political
observer and economic analysts of the country. Even though
Ayoob Khan's economic and foreign policy earned him some
fame to the extent that he was nick named the 'Muslim de
Gaulle of Asia’. Not withstanding, Ayoob Khan's policies
could not enjoy any further support from the masses which
finally led to his down fall.(18) President Ayoob Khan was re-
moved from office in March 1969 by virtue of serious agita-
tion of the masses that commenced from Rawalpindi result-
ing from a tribal incident occurring between a couple of
students and the police over some alleged goods smuggled in
to the country which exploded beyond control. By November
1969 violence got spread all over the country which resulted
to the frustration of security in all major cities of Pakistan
and later on extended to towns and villages. This situation
was exploited by politicians who immediately demanded the
removal of Ayoob Khan from office to avoid further detriora-
tion of situation. The call was partially responded, to _k{y the
masses, hence there was no alternative but an inevital?lhty of
another Martial Law to save Ayoob Khan from enquiry into
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his activities during his tenure of office. (19

A KHAN'S MARTIAL LAW REGIME )
YAHYOn the 25th March 1962 General Yahya Khan imposed

martial law in Pakistan to calm down the chaotic situation
which was day by day becoming ex}:}losnfe more and more.
For mbre adequate handling of the sxtuatllon,_ General Yahya
suspended the 1962 constitution and dismissed the Chief
Ministers, Governors and all others Ministers.(20) Yahya
Khan's Martial Law was accepted by the two wings of Paki-
stan, West and East as the situation was calling for this. Be-
cause when Yahya Khan tookover the administration situa-
tion was very much alarming. But it was later alleged that it
was Ayoob Khan himself who invited Yahya Khan to impose
the second Martial Law over the country so that the evils
commited during his regime were not questioned by the op-
position but he was quick’to deny. In his remarks the out go-
ing President Ayoob Khan justified the second imposition of
military rule in Pakistan by stressing the need for military in-
tervention was due to the severe detrioratory Law and Order
situation in the country.(21) Yahya Khan's hold on power
was very delicate because he had neither the vision nor the
ability to handle the problems Pakistan was confronting at
that time in 1969. He adopted some immediate measures to
tackle the administrative problems he was facing. In his own
words he declared that it was his ardent desire to put things
right. He made references to the past administrative defects
which were responsible for the chaotic atmosphere, but he
stressed the optimism in over coming all difficulties and
stringent measures were to be adopted to prevent future oc-
currences of such a dismal enviornment. He went on assur-
ing the nation of having no political ambition to run the
country. He indicated in clear terms that he was just endea-
vouring to create an atmosphere conducive for the restora-
H\ZII 1:’2 ‘C\?ansstltutif)nal government. He emghasised further
b Coumforxmce% that the only lmmedx.at-e prerequisite
b el b has a decent and sincere administrative body

pulate the affairs of the country in an efficient and
constructive manner.(22) Such people must be from a demo-
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cratically elected body on the basis of free and fair elections to
return such people to the assembly. Consequently, it will be
the duty of such elected body to arrange for the provision of
workable constitution for thé smooth running of the country

" so that the economic situation might be improved in the
shortest possible time for the stability of social and cultural
hindrances in the country.

This includes the disturbed minds of the masses who
have lost confidence in all the past civilian governments and
it had made them to distrust military administration as well.
On the other hand the political leaders had also developed
mistrust in military leader's promises for immediate return
of power to democratically elected government. General Yah-
ya Khan attempted emphatically to pledge his loyalty to the
politicians to be convinced that his desire was frankly to hand
over the government and retire to barracks. Notwithstand-
ing, the people remarked scepticism in accordance with past
experience from previous military leaders.(23) Many political
observers maintained the opinion that Yahya Khan's regime’
was General Ayoob in action, but spiritually. The Ayoob's re-
gime which was earlier referred to as military Fivifian gov-
ernment was techanically known as military bureaucracy. He
made both the civil personnel and military generals as part-
ners in the administrative process. Such attitudes in dipio-
macy adopted by Ayoob Khan was having influence on Yahya
Khan's regime, but the fear remains that one of the main
causes for the down fall of Ayoob Khan was his total depen-
dence on civil servants in major decision making. Yahya
Khan did not learn much lesson from this therefore the peo-
ple of Pakistan were pessimistic about his promises. But Yah-
ya Khan managed to avoid repitition of mistakes already
committed by his predecessors. Subsequently he modified the
set up at the presidential house changing the structure of the
confidential secretriat, he brought many fresh faces among
the personnel under his administration. New Martial Law
administration was operating under Yahya Khan. A feV{ days
had elapsed before Yahya Khan claimed the title of }_31'6.51de“c)’
from then onwards; he was addressed as president in the rest
of his short tenure of office.(24)
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PRESIDENT GENERAL YAHYA KHAN
he countrfydwere characteriseq
; L } ration of democracy un
by Pj“’lmfzgg gg,:;le;)é f;;vgi;f;ﬁ This desire spreagl alldc?:ear
:E;l"’cjmﬁ:tr}' in both the wings hence p rESident- watiya Kb
left with no option but to call for election. In this regard date
was announced in the first place, to be commenced in October
1970 but some unfortunate incidents occm.fred especially in
the east wing of Pakistan which forced president Yahya Khan
to announce a new election schedul for both national and
provincial assembilies to be conductef:‘l on the 7th and 17th
December 1970 due to increased agitation from the east wing
demostrating against the government. By virtue of the great-
er demand for a change in the political set up of the country
president Yahya Khan hastened to summon all political party
- leaders to discuss the situation which consequently led to
the segrigation of west wing of Pakistan and the adoption of
Federation based on the system of four provincial govern-
ments. Because Yahya Khan wanted to satisfy the demand of
the major political parties of the country which were demon-
strating through slogans on the streets and voicing it in the
assembly meetings and he invited a special meeting with pol-
iticians. The election compaign was in progress in the whole
country.(25)

Yahya Khan formulated conducive conditions of elec-
tions which were accepted by the politicians hence things
were under way according to plans. Yahya Khan endeavour-
ing with all within his powers to avoid repeating mistakes
comr.mt‘ted by his predecessor in 1962 National Assembly
iigg‘}?féscgﬁfa 1235 Rresidential eleFtion on .p.artyl'ess bzfls.es
it i soommtr gwhiﬂlglt;hon and ultimate pol}tlcal msta.blllty
Pakistan, Theyresulctl fa.hmpered_the economic prosperity of
Commission wes 19 the electlon_as declared by Election
e Te unlortunately against the wishes of the re-

gious and political leaders of the co i
claimed. As the Awami L i .]970 s they
mi League of the east wing won 160

: Is’i?)tslstllv;rc;f 162 for the east wing of Pakistan, The Pakistan
: P y won 82 seats out of 138 of west wing of Pakistan.

GENERAL ELECTION UNDER

The political activities in t
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Unfortunately the PPP did not contest election in the east
wing; hence there was over-whelming victory for Mujeeb's
Awami League party. Although Pakistan People Party was the
second largest political party, emerging out of 1970 election
yet it was inserted to form government. The other political
parties which participated under the banner of religion such
as Jamiat Islami got four seats only while as Jamiat Ulama Is-
lam and Jamiat Ulama Pakistan got seven seats each.

The Nizami Islami Party, Jamiat Ahly Hadith and
Khaksar Party miserably failed to gain even a single seat. The
Awami League which got most of the seats was not invited to
form government. Mujeeb Rehman claimed. Owing to this,
compromise was not reached among the three main political
parties of the day: the Awami League, the PPP and the Yahya
Khan's military government. The first session of the Nation-
al Assembly was scheduled to be held on March 03, 1971 in
Dhaka but Z. Ali Bhutto requested that the meeting be post-
poned. Mr.Bhutto even went to the extent of advising his
elected members not to proceed for such meeting with Awa-
mi League. By virtue of this demand Yahya Khan postponed
the session which was announced on March 01, 1971.(26) The
next possible date of the commencement of the session was
fixed for 25th March in the same year. But this action angered
Shaikh Mujeeb Rehman, the Awami League leader, he de-
manded the authority which stated that the National Assem-
bly should be transferred forth-with as a pre condition in the
attendance of the National Assembly. As indisputedly, the
Awami League was the majority in accordance with the elec-
tion result. At this juncture president Yahya Khan saw explo-
sive situation hence he invited both leaders, Shaikh Mujeeb
Rehman and Z.A.Bhutto for discussion an the situation but
to no avail. The demands of Shaikh Mujeeb Rehman were
not accepted therefore situation was not improved rather it
continuously remained detriorating which created the ten-

dency for war.(27)

| PARTITION OF PAKISTAN . )
After independence in 1947 Pakistan retained the feder-
al system of government with two main wings known as
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west wing and east win_g of Pakistan. When it came to the
point that the centre could no }onger h°1d_t°89th91‘ conse-
quently; things fell apart. Following the election crisis in 1971
after the Awami League claimed as the-largest single party
with the highest number of votes. The running affairs of the
country was in turmoil, while negotiations were g'oing on
among the political leaders of the country; b}1t they arrived to
no compromise. Notwithstanding, the Mart}alv Law Adminis-.
trator, president Yahya Khan subsequently invited Mr. Zulfi-
qar Ali Bhutto the leader of the political party (PPP) which
earned the second largest votes to form government which
irritated the Awami League, Shaikh Mujeeb Rehman. The
leader of this party remained with no option but to respond
to the challenge which was confronting him. Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto as the new Prime Minister attempted to negotiate
only for the prosperity of the country as he claimed but situa--
tionrdid not abate.(28)

MUJEEB REHMAN DEMANDS - SIX POINTS
- - During the discussion over the political crisis in the
country, Shaikh Mujeeb Rehman, the Awami League leader,
put forward six points as requisite for any compromise. But
this demand was no more to be met due to the inability of the
west wing leaders to fulfill all the demands and Shaikh Mu-
jeeb Rehman was not willing to withdraw from any of the six
points. The atmosphere demonstrated unlimited suspension
as regards motive. It was allaged that India and U.K. weére in-
stigating the east wing not to give in to any of his demands
under what ever circumistances and stressed their full sup-
port in case of any unwarrented incidents arising from the
west wing. The situation was then all for war in 1971 that led

to the separation of the east wing from the west.(29)

ZULFIQAR ALI BHUTTO REGIME

In brief as a result of the general election Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto was invited to form government in 1971 through
which the constitution of 1973 was formulated and approved.
Democrgtic process was made possible after a long struggle.
The regime of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto was characterised by a lot
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of crisis. Nevertheless, he managed to handle the affairs of
the country relatively successful. He adopted the policy of
both centralization and decentralization in the country which
proved encouraging. Academic Institution under his reforms
were brought under the control of the government to reduce
the cost of education so as.to enable the poorest in the society
to be educated. It was said that his initial desire was to erradi-
cate illiteracy from the country, but even though this action
was welcomed, he did not go without some defects. This situ-
ation created some economic embarrassment to the country.
This regime further adopted more reforms such as land re-
forms, law reforms etc. The other main administrative pros-
perity of this government was the foreign policy which was
given priority, the Muslim countries were all in good rela-
tion with Pakistan. Pakistan also established good relations
with neighbouring countries especially with China and the
whole of the western world.(30)

THE FALL OF ZULFIQAR ALI BHUTTO

Following the general elections of 1977 which were
held on March 7th and 10th for both Provincial Assemblies
and' National Assembly. The result of this election was not
very satisfactory to the opposition parties. The ruling PPP par-
ty claimed victory but this was not accepted by the opposition
leaders hence rempant agitation were observed in major part
of the country. Continuously detriorating law and order were
under serious threat which according to the explanation giv-
en by General Zia-ul-Haque Martial Law was the only alterna-
tive to calm down the tense situation prevailing in the coun-
try. Zia-ul-Haque hence imposed martial law, the longest
ever in the political history of Pakistan. The Martial Law ad-
ministration under Zia-ul-Haque suspended all political ac-
tivities indefinitely. He placed many political leaders suspect-
ed of creating disturbances under detention and were brought
to justice under judicial process. He managed to rule up to
. 1984 when he amended the 1973 constitution and he was
~ himself made civilian president after a country wide refren-
dom which mandated him as president of the country for the
. period of five years. General elections were held on non party
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basis. Many political parties did not participate in these elec-
tions claiming that it was not democratic, consequently a
movement emerged for the restoration of democracy in the
country under the name MRD (Movement for the Restora-
tion of Democracy) adopted agitation against Zix's Regime.
This call was responded by major political parties of the
country, infact many other private patries joined the agita-
tion nation wide. On the other hand, the MRD agitation con-
tinued to dominate the activities of the country. The whole
administrative set up of the country was destabilized, eco-
nomic wise. Zia-ul-Haque/Junejo administration was bound
to getting broken due to repeated call by the president for total
cultural improvement heading for a complete observation of
Islamic code of life, in the shape of the imposition of Sharia
(Islamic Law) on the country as a whole. Some misunder-
standing between USA Administration and Pakistan, as
many political observers put it, it was partly due to his Islami-
sation programme. Also the ‘unclear programme pioneered
by Z. A. Bhutto regime was continued which was a threat to
US Military interest in South Asia in general. The United
States and its western allies raised objections, questioning
Zia's administration to explain this project. Reported in local
and India Newspaper. India exploited the situation by con-
demning the attitude of Pakistan for creating instability in the
region which was a threat for war. While situation was going
out ‘of control of Zia-ul-Haque, he dismissed his Prime Mini-
ster Muhammad Khan Junejo blaming him for sluggishness
in the adoption of coxplete Islamic Order and the imple-
mentation of the Sharia t.”" *»rluded in the 8th amendment
of 1973 constitution. According to rmany political observences,
Mr.Junejo condemned this attitude referring to it as being
undemocratic. He challenged his dismissal in the court of law
but to no avail. Situation continued deteriorating until the
time when Bahawalpur plane crashed. Zia-ul-Haque was
among the victims of the crash’ which left no survival. This
sudden incident ‘changed the political atmosphere of the
country. Constitutionally, Ghulam Ishaque Khan who was
the chairman of the Senate was sworn in as caretaker presi-
dent until elections were held. From the 17th of August 1988
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when the accident occurred Ghula.n Ishaque declared ten
days of morning for the demise of Zia-ul-Haque as the coun-
try's last respect to the departed sanes notwithstanding, the
president announced the date for both Provincial and Na-
tional Assemblies elections within ninty days; in accordance
with the 1973 constitution. The whole country welcomed this
development. Elections campaigns in an organized manner
for the 1988 elections that were to be conducted under demo-
cratic political system were to be seen for more than a decade .
in Pakistan.(31) :

GENERAL ELECTION OF 1988

The General Election of 1988 was held in a very peace-
ful atmosphere because all political parties were longing for
civilian government. With a little or no untoward incidents
only a few people were reported injured or dead. The most
significant aspect of this election was that, all political parties
and independent car.didates participated enthusiastically in a
friendly spirit to some extent as compared to previous elec-
tions. Using democratic slogans back to civilian democratic
political system in the country giving damn to martial law.
During the election campaign new parties emerged with
strong determination to win overwhelming majority, PPP
led by Nusrat Bhutto the widow of Z. A. Bhutto Co-Chaired
by her daughter Benazir Bhutto a British trained historian
and political leader came out as the single party with the
highest votes in both the Provincial and National Assem-
blies, but with only a simple majority. Benazir was invited to
form government after a brief discussion .on the fate of the
country consequently Benazir. was sworn in as the first woman
Prime Minister ever in the whole of the Muslim world.(32)

This new development left many Islamic fanatics puz-
zling of the authenticity of a woman becoming a Prime Mini-
ster in an Islamic Republican State. Questions were raised
making Quranic references indirecely and unofficially, but
since the constitution of Pakistan did not make any declara-
tion against such act therefore the president with held the de-
cision. But unfortunately the government of PPP under Ban-
azir Bhutto as Prime Minister could not peacefully rule to the
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_Many agitation were observed in many cities
cea?dl’ilf(i}.:j;r:e:z,;}eimllyy i%\ Sindh tl:te home province of the
Prime Minister. This chaotic s_aituat:on cpntinued to 'ex-pload-'
ing day by day even \}rhen tight se_cunty was adm1r}1ste§ed
through military and d1fferenl.- security agenv:les' yet situation
could not improve. Many lives _and proper‘nes were de-
stroyed. Under this pretext the presxde.nt excercised his consti-
tutional power by the sudden dismissal of democratically
elected Prime Minister and her executive. The atmosphere of
the country presented a mixed response from different politi-
cal parties, and pressure groups in the country, in this regard
the PPP party leaders appealed to the masses for calmness.(B?;)
This peaceful democratic process was adopted when the dis-
missed Prime Minister challenged her dismissal in the court
of law in the main Provincial High Courts; but this did not
change the situation. A new care taker Prime Minster was in-
vited in the person of Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi. The date was
fixed for fresh general elections. : ' _

The PPP and a few other parties proposed that the elec-
tion must be held under a neutral care taker government to
avoid rigging in the election but the president did not give in
to this demand. Preparations went on schedule. Again the
PPP leadership appealed for calmness and tooperation in the
election process. The process of accountability was adopted by
the care taker government. President Ghulam Ishaque Khan
filed cases against Benazir for actions unconstitutionally ad-
‘ministered during her tenure of office. She claimed that she
was innocent and that fabricated allegation were made
against her only to malign her family and party. Ghulam
Ishaque Khan insisted to carry out accountability process. Asif
Zardari, the husband of Benazir, was arrested and detained
for series of charges. Other PPP political leaders were arrested
for fabncater:i _allegations, she claimed. Benazir's proposal that
if accountability process is to continue then it should be ex-
teer;?izisba‘:k to the regimes of her predecessors. Similar sug-
%ut this :;‘:;’ c"* put forward by USA Ambassador in Islamabad.
Ministes andrll’ Wa?d condemned by both the care taker Prime
e i) resident Ghulam Ishaque referring to the am-

or's remarks as interference into the internal affairs of
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Pakistan.(34)

GENERAL ELECTION 1990

President Ghulam Ishaque Khan announced the dis-
missal of the democratically elected Prime Minister and the
dissolution of the National Assembly and then declared the
dates; 24th and 27th of October for both National and Provin-
cial Assembly elections. Campaigns started in fullforce while
the party leaders of the PPP were attending court for account-
ability for action taken by them while they were in office.
Benazir Bhutto as dismissed Prime Minister claimed that the
carekaker government and President Ghulam Ishaque Khan
were endeavouring to eliminate her and her party members
from the political scene of Pakistan as well as the ruin of her
party for good. But Benazir formed alliance to face any en-
ventuality, while facing the pro Zia's alliance known as IJI
(Islami Jamhori Ithad) which included Muslim League NFPP .
(National Peoples Party) led by Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi and
some other minor parties. . .

The election result came as a surprise to the PDA with a
marginal success of IJI over PDA. Consequently the PDA par-
ty leadership referred to the electoral process as fraud and ac-
cused the IJI of rigging during elections: Benazir the ex-Prime
Minister further expressed her opinion that there were an ex-
pert riggining to force them-out of politics. A faction of for-
eign observers team stated that there were no serious corrup-
tion enough to have changed the result of the elections. But
another faction of the foreign observers team which included
Francegave their view that experts rigging and other corrup-
tive practice were carried out in the election which is respon-
sible for the result of the election. The caretaker Prime Mini-
ster and President Ghulam Ishaque Khan in collaboration
with the Chief Election Commissioner ruled out the possibil-
ities of any fraud or corruptive practices during election. He
claimed beyond doubt that the security measures taken were
quite satisfactory which did not leave any chance for irregu-
larities. But this assertion was challenged in the court of law
infhe PDA ‘party leaderships through petitions, but to. no

- avail. But Benazir and her alliance continued their struggle
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tice even at the darkest hours of the coun-

for democratic jus

35) ,
B In the eyes of the grievances demonstrated by the PDA

ip the president Ghulam Ishaque K!'lan invifed Mian
i\?ﬁcllmir;hx;pac; N:waz Sharif and appointed him as Prlme_ Min-
ister, which mandated him to head the Government in the
National Assembly. Nawaz Sharif now as Prime Mmlste.r
bolstered accountability. process to conhnufa but at limited dji-
mension on his most recent predecessors in the quernment
led by Benazir as Chief Executive. The dismissed Prime Mini-
ster announced that they will continue boycotting the Na-
tional and Provincial Assemblies session untill the harass-
ment on her husband and other PDA political leaders-are
stopped immediately. The situation .remained unchanged
hence the boycott continued. But recently Nawaz Sharif and
his government entered into negotiations with the opposi-
tion leadership to find ways and means to resolve their diffi-
-culties. Consequently a combined team of both the govern-
ment and -opposition was established to visit Sindh to
observe the irregularity cited by the opposition party leader-
ship against her party members, which is the main cause of
their boycott.(36)

CONCLUSION
Before conclusion it is worth to mention that the politi-

cal instability in Pakistan is never to be analysed without
making reference to its economic setup; taking a look to dif-

ferent regimes and their strategies to conquer the economic
crisis from time to time. Many political observers have sug-

gested several times that the sluggishness in the growth of
Pakistan economy is a consequence of the continuous politi-
cal tension in the country; which are very often characterised

by law and order situation. On the other hand, the economic

stagnation ?n the country is also attributed to a lot of hin-

drances fac_mg Pakistan, socially, culturally, academically etc.

In the «'itgricultural sphare farmers are also facing great

hurdles in carrying out their activities in maximising produc-

tion. The above account elarborately scrutnized the causes

and events in the political instability in Pakistan and its im-
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pact on the economy.
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