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South Asia is go ngmphicauv angl culburally a
distinel region composed of ¥ states: India, Pakistan, Ban-
gladesh, Mepal, Sri Lankn, Bhuttan and the Malulives.
Must of these stabes owe Lheir existeinos due to the process
of decolonistion which began in this parl of the world in
1947, South Asia iz alza known as the Indian suboonti-
nent. Incdia i the nuclous of the region. Rest wf the stales
are connected with it by historical, geographical, ethnic,
cultural and religious Hok These les make South Asia, in
the words of an Bulian intellactual, 5.E-Subrahmanyam a
rivilisational area.l From the point of view of national
power, India is the argest in berma af its size and matural
resgurces in the region which is followed by Pakistan. Like
rest of the South Azian states, Pakistan also shores o bong
commion border wilh India. & number of languages such
as Sindhi, Punjabd ard Kashmicl are spaken on the hoth
sides of the border. People living in the border area are in
many cases redated 10 each other. India has a Large Mugslim
population, whereas, Fakistam has a sizable number of
Hindu citizens, cspecially in the Sindl province., These

similarilies pro vide a fectile ground or interfering in cach
crher's inbernal alflairs. This could be said abowt the olher
South Asian neighbours of India as well,

Besides these irrilating similarilies Tndia and Ta-
kistan have failed o solve Lheir longstanding dispute
over Lhe fulees ol the Kashmir valley. Thig I.]1"¢.E:|"|:I'_. has
led them to two wars in (he past (I9E-1965) and could
lurch them into a third one al any time. Fakistan, al
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Lhaugh much srmaller in slze than India, has naver accept-
eod the latter's Pavamountey In South Asia. P'akistan has
Inzen attempling o achieva parily with Iulia atlessl in
military tesms. This quest for parity on part of Fakistan
aned an athemipl o madngain U status-guo in the region is
yut another canse of hostility between India and Pakislan.
Similarly, the opposing ideologies of India and Pakistan
are perceived by both of them as a threat o each other's
existence. For instance, secularism in Pakislan iz porceived
a5 a force behind secessionistic movements in the smalles
provinoes who chiallenge the ideclogy of Pakistan, the sep-
arale idenlity of Muslims feom Hindus. By the same taken
thi il:_!n:_'l_:-]-:Jg:,' 1sf 'I-".1.|ciH.'|1'|_, in Indin i Enr-:aimd as a fores be-
hind the =eparatism in the Indian patts of Eashmir and
the Punjal. For eombination of these reasons Tndia and
Fakistan since their coming into vxlstence are locked Inko
inimical relalicnship with cach other. To male: ikself
more secuTe a state beefs up its defences and the other in
reaction follows wuil, Thus the security of India and Paki-
stan iy inferennnected and this inkereonnecton of Lhelir se-
curilies creaty a security complex in the South Asian re-
E,i-::u:n.:'! !

India and Fakistan for bolstering their security
against each other have developed political and military
rolalions with the extra-regional powers. Pakistan has de-
velopel relations with China, lhe oil rich Gulf states, and
the United State of Ametics, On s part India has slrong
bonds of relationship with the Snviet TInion. Decause af
Indo-Pak animasity the extra-regional powers espoeclally
the two superpowers have pepcteated in the aecurity com-
plex of Woulh Asia. This article attenpts o invesligate
the impact of the superpowers peneiralion on Lhe sacurity
of Tndla, Pakislan and Ltha Bouth Asian region a5 a whole,
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1HE PENETEATIDN QF THE LI PO EILS TR 540 LTH ASLs

The beginning of the Indo-Faldstani rivalry co-
incided with the onset af the cold war between the hea -
perpawers, Hhe United Stales and the Sowdet nion. It was
o warld whde contest to outflank each other. To aclileye
this objective Mey were looking for allies and bases &l
pver the world. The main theatre of Culd War was, un-
doubiedly Burepwe and the Far Eask. Henprever, it was a glo-
bl contest. Upto 1971, when ils eastern wing sepeded, Ma-
kislan had a unigue position in south Asa, Central Asia,
the Middle last and the South Pasl Asla. At the apex of
the Celd Wae poriod, the American policy makers were ak-
tracted By Pakistan's geo-strategic posilion and wantad to
st 1L a5 & forwarded base for the pursuil of the policy of
lhe eontainment of communist Kussia, and China.

The Pakistani rulers since ils imlependends,
wera gither [agirdars, (feudals} or burcaucrals, o all lime"
soliticians, or the Generals. They [ound America, the: Suc-
cessor oof Britain, the overlaying power in Soulh Asia, as
[heir natural ally against India. In Lhe 1950s Fakistan
joined Lhe Western milltary. alliances in the Middle sl
and he South Basl Asia (Cento & Seatod, Under the lerms
of fhe Treaty of Mutual Assistance af 1959, Pakistan starbsd
reveiving generous American aid in the form of most s0-
phisticated weapuns al the day M-17 Tanks against the ag-
ing Inifian Centurian and Sherman® This supply of
American weapans beefed up the Pakistani delences
against ihe Incdian ouwmerical ﬁuperiurit}-. Thre Takislani
rulers wanted Lo pit America against India, hul they failed
in Ehis atlempt. However, due to political and military
links with Pakistan, the UIniled States save a substantial
amount of civilian and mililary aid to Pakistan and sup-
ported its stand on the Kashmir dispute for holding a ple-
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hiscite there for deciding ity fubure.

To counterbalance Makislan's quest for milikary
eguality and o malnlain the statusque in Soulh Asia, Tn-
din wmiler it= first Prime Minister Pandil Mehro stacted
cullivaling relations with e Soviet Unjon. Iy 1955, Bul-
ganin and Khrshschey, bwo hop leaders of the Soviel Un-
i, il i Fiint wisit 1o India, supporied the Indian stand
ot Kashmir fas it inseparable partl. The Sevict Union
helped India in establishing i1z heavy indusley- The Steel
Miils al Bhawlai and Bookaro? swere set with Ehe Soviet as-
sietanoe which pavedl the weay Jor sellssufficiency in many
either incustrial secors, The Soviet Union began o sell s
weapins al & very low price which cltinmately made India
the fourth largest military machine in the world.? The
Indo-Sowiet relatiouship starsed by SNehiro and Ehures-
chey was cuiimsabesd 1o 1971, when thoe beo states sipred a
irealy of [riendship and co-cperation which is a defacto
militarw alliance between lhem, and under ils lerms Lhey
are suppoeed fo support rach nther in case of an AEECr
siom by the Thied FParly, an apparanl ralerence o Fakistawm,
Becanse of the political ioplicalions of Lhis realy Imdia
provided a sufficlent degree of military and polilical sup-
port to the Bengali s2cessionists Lo deleat the Pakislan
army during [971 war.

The most interesting aspoct of e supetpower
petetration in Soulh Asia is their involvement in the
pattern of local rhvaliy. Both e superpowsers entered the
regrion tor msn thoie Incal allles inoa global conlesl. America
wanted to nse Pakisten apgainst Communism. Pakistan Jid
provide base (acililies Lo the Americans but it did nol send
its troespss in Rose noe linedep agranst China, On the con-
trary o a large extenl Pakislan won the Uniled Staby sup-
port against India. Similarly, India Jdid Jitthe to break the
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Sondet fzolation in the world, India in Its utierances con-
demned American imperialism which was acoording Lo
its regional needs. On the contrary Soviet Linion became a
pabty apainst Pakistan in the India-Fakistan comllicl. Dath
tha superpowess, thus found themselves enmeshed in the
quagmmire of the South Asian regiomal rivalry.

THE LFFECT OF THE UNITED STATES }ﬁerﬂR'r AMND POLITICAL
T..Ih:lki.'l'r WITH FAKISTAMN G FAKISTANS SECUTITY

A DOMESTIC QR GOVERNMENTAL SCCURITY

Unlike “power' it is difficult to explain the con-
copt of 'security” in inteynational relations. In the words of
Barry Buzan, 'Securily is a relativnal phenomenan, Itin-
il wis ok |_:-||'|_'|-I Har l;,'i'.[,:lilll'i;i.tjl."'.‘l, dEFlL‘éE. and Fears af indi
vidualz and stales, bul also the ':il.pir'h“il'lf!ﬁ, desires ancd
fears of individuals and stites with which Lhey intoract D
From this perspective, security i5 a mullilayered phenom-
enon which covers not only the seeusity of a slale but ik
neighhours and the dfher interested poweces in that partic-
alar regicn. The first and leremost layer of security is e
sruriLy of a sfabke or natiosal :_:N_'Lll'il_'r'. This kaver of securi-
by is again ramified inbe bwo aspects: national security and
governmaental securily. Natiohal securify moeans e se-
curity of state which is fhreatened by its rivals. The prob-
fem of the domestic securily arses out of the vulnerablllby
af a ruling regime Lo ather political forees working in the
same state, In case of manwr hird world states, where na-
Honal eohesion is wanling or the povernment lacks popu-
tar base and its legitimaey is questionable, the ruling party
deliberately conluses, in Barty Du=an's words.
‘Covernmental security with nalional security”.? This surt

ol slates are trealed as weak states® In this type of states,
the coercion and [oreign military backing is repuiend for
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lhe consolidation of power by the ruling e Accornd-
i111: by s0me nnEeTYETS, [1;L!l:iﬂi.|-||_|_ ].l'i.l." lj]l." Soviel Union i.ﬁ
an imperial state disquinsed as a lecderation, where une
etude group dominates the resl af the state and exploits
lhe slala resources far ils own benefiss and wies Tepressive

measures for keeping ils conleo] intact.? In Soviet Thiion
the dominant ethnic group is the Kuissians, i case ol Pa-
Lislan the ruling clite suinky comes rrom fhe pravince if
Punjab. The clash of inlerests betwesn the Punjabi ruling
elite and the rest of ethaic groups. Fengalis (before 19711,
Sindhis, Baluchis, and Palhans over Lhe issues of the gov-
ernance of e skake aod ulilizalion of resources is parnla-
nent feature of Fakistani politics. The Punjabi elile: the
fuedals, the bureauwcrats amd generals have nsed foree as a
means of state-building primess. The non Punjabi rulers
such as Liaqual Ali Ehan, the first Peime Minister of Paki-
slan was an wnigrnt from Indla, Ayub Ehan an ethnic
Pathan was & 5::11.'i|1!=| ﬂl'!lll.ll.‘i".'il., and Zu]."iqsu' Adi Bkt was
an ethnie Sindhi. Fleweweer, thew alsa relied heavily on
the armed forces for consolidation of their powser. Ad as
a guicl pro quo, thuy vielded Lo Lhe Punjabi pressures in
running the alfairs of He slale

in many third world countries, where democra-
¢y has not geined firm roats, the fragile vegimes cultivate
ey wilh foreign powers, especlally with the United Stakws
which provides Lhem with military anel eoonomie abd and
confers legillmacy on thelr reglmes. As a quid pro quo fot
ald the unpopulor regimes serve the Dinited States inter-
esle ln thoir respective reglont, And Lhase linknges nro
used for the consolldatlon of gavernmental or domeslic
pecurity béf those reglmes, By the same token Pakdsmni rul-
pre startad culllvaling relotlonship with the United Slales
slnce the Incoptlan of Pakistan.
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political and military Linukes

The forging of the ;
deel writh the intraduction of

with e United States, coinc 1 :
new politicnl and administrative measures wilhin TPaki-

stam itself. Most conspicnous among them Were merger of
four prowvinecs into a single administrative unif in West
akistan called One Unit which came into being in 1955
And the ablicr measure was e imposilion of Martial Law
in 1958, Barh af these measures created a great deal of re-
sentmient in Hiree smaller provinces in West Pakistan:
Sindl, Balucistan and Morth Western Frontier Province.
In these smalles provinces, the QIne Lnil was seen a5 a
tocans of oxploitation by Lhe ]'lltljdbiﬁ-- The One Lnil in
Wesl Fakistan, deprived East Pakistan of ils majorily in
the parliament by fixing pavily bebween the Bwo wings of
the country. The Brogali resentment reached its peak in
1970, when despile Lheir majority In parliament, inslead
of handing over power te them, General Yahya Khai,
wha arranged a secrel trip of Henry Kissinger to Peking,
used fovce against the Bengalis. Yahya's vse of Iorca was
not condemned by China and the Uniled States: I can bsx
asgued Lhat Yahya Ehan muight hivwr ot wied ooercion
against Fellow Pakistanis if he had nol been contident of
the United States support o bis mililary action, whicn ul-
limately resulted in the session of East Pakistan and crea-

tion of Bangladesh, !0

[he imposition of One Unit and Martial Law
croated a greal deal of resentment in the provinees of Gal-
urhistan and Sindh. Baluchiztan has a lot of importance
in the United Slates policy of Containment of Soviet Un-
ion, because il is o buffer between Afghanistan and the
Porsian Gull. In the Ayub Elan cea soew moads and cantons
ments ware conslructed in Baluchistan. A Jarge number of

Cpx-sorviremen were alse selled in Baliuchizslan. This con-
slruclion of cantonmenls was resenled by Lhe Daluchis a5 a

47



Grassnools

. Truring the

pnaztize of their colonisaton by 1he Punjahis
gy in Eheir

Ayub era e Tialuelis started on open iMSUEEE
aroe which was ceushed by the semerd foroes. Simdlarly in
1972-73%, Daluchis insizted on the expatriation of non Fiale-
chis trarm theic parovinge. Bliullo endar the advize of the
Shal of lian (who disliked damesracy in Palistand Balu-
chistan it sl guoerals, dismissed the clecled govern-
moent of Bafuchistan, The Baluchi resentmoenl weas treatad
by the Bhutky govermnent as an insuegency and brule
forre svas used agalngt flue Baluchis PFrom this stagi, the
unjabd elitestartel by eradicate the democralic prooess in
tha counbey by tooposicoa ot Marlial Law of 1977, And, the
satne group of generals sent Dhuttn o the gallows, wrhicl
Wk a greeat sittbaacle e |||'-'r.|1.|||'.ra.|.'}' and natinnal cohesion
due b i Joag pariod of digect milithry nale feom 19771985,

The Sovict Uniaon cocupatlon of Afghanisian in
1978, tovitalisial Fakislan's paolitical and mlilary links
with the Wniiled Stales, Pakistan starled receiving a hugye
amount of military and economic aid from the Lingbed
Grates and political commitmens fos the preservation of
ity soweTeiunty from infernst and external thraals. Thase
crunmilments weee iken by e euler of Pakislan late
Genaval Mohammad Fia-ul-Flagque as an assurance [vam
{he Limited States of the contiteration of hls vuls, hartial
Law and Censral Zia were nnpopular in the provinn: of
Gindh, becsuse Sindhis consideved Fia dliectly responsible
far Bhutte's climination through Supriane Conrt Verdict
arn the charge al abaehaeni in a murder. In 1983 during Yhe
mosement for restoralion of demaocracy, the Sindhis rose
apaingl his rale. The Challenge e the militiry rule was in-
rerpreted by Genaral Zia #s a challengye to e national se-
curity of Pakistan and the Sindhis woere deall with an iron
hand by the Pakistan army. The constrection of canton-
ks anel L'!Eplﬂ}rl:l'leﬂl of #he armed foroes in the intesior
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of Sindh is resented by flie Bindhis and seen as the perpel-
niation af the Punjals rule by alher means even during
the rule of a Sindhid Prime ®inister Mres Benazir Bhualio.

Force has Deen wsed by the raling elite, e Pop-
jakis, 85 a means of state bailding precess in Pakistan, This
use of force is a direct result of the political support which
they wet Irom the United States. The wse al foree caniok
prove b be an effective measare of nation building, The
creation of Bangladesh is the most conspicuous proof of
the counterproductiviey uf the use of force. Thus the polis-
ical and military links of the Pakistani olite with the LInie-
ed Stakes and the suprport which they ane getting through

these links may nat be goipl for the [uture of Pakistand
slake

I NATHENAL SECURITY OF PARISTAN

Mational sevurity is ancther and more wisible
aspect of the securily of a state. This type of security prob-
lem arizes when physical or territorial base of a stale is
threatened by ite neighbour of neighbonrs, Pakistan's na-
tional security hos been conceivably Hireatenid by Tndlia
for a host of reasons discuszed carlier. Ome of e Teasons
for the Pakistani riders b cultivale pobitical and military
tes willh the Linited Stales was to off-set the Tndian pre-
ponderance Inthe region whicl threalened Fakisian's se-
curity. Although the United States has never provided a
Euarantes o Pakistan to protect against a theeat rom 1n-
dia, thé weapons provided by America have becompe quite
helplal to Pakistan for warding-aff Indian threat to o large
extent. Tor instance Pakisian's lack af strategic depith
makes it vulnecable w the violation of its airgpace easily
v the Indian airforee. To meel this deﬁcimu_-}r Falistan
nsler Avulr Khan and Zia obtaineed a modest airdefanes
system from the United Slates. The United States Fighiter
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bombers T-16 hawe a good deal of deterrent capability
againsl an Indian air superiorily. Similarly ||.'I:E [ull.'lmn
nave Toay Face a though resistance feom Ibs Pakistand ad-
versary in Blacking the Karachl Toet as it did in 1971 war.
Pakistan has got United Slates Brook Frigates which can

e a relinble counterpoise bo India. The Pakistani avmy
is in 2 poston o withstand an Indian altack for quite a
fewe wieks till coascfite is arvanged batween the two slates,
which can save Pakistan from being defeated in a combat.
Thus cne can argue that Pakistan's political and military
links with the Usibecd State have enablod i ko defood iselé
againal a superior adversary in case nf threal of war or in
an actual war,

It appeats o be s61] diffioult to determinge the
veal molives of the Soviel Tinion of invading Alghanislan
i 19999 0F the Woshirin ":"E:'I"W-“ﬁ'-:""r that seeel ann tovvasions
wray thay rogualb of teaditional Russian dleive b warmm wa-
lers, is laken [or granted Lhen America’s political comunil-
menis L Pakislan under the mulual assislance agreement
ol 19579 [or delfending i1 agains! a comumuinisl inwasion oF
infltralion nol only checked the Rusgian advance bt alsao
bolstarad Fakislan's nalional securily wehich is the Bul-
wark againsl Russian adwanco: whether real or inagined.

The argument about the rale of thi united states
i hulstering Fakiston's national secority can go circular .
It can be argued Lhal FPakislan's revitallsed military and
poiitical Tinles with the anited states aller the soviel -
sien of Afghanistan has exposed the fasmer by a two -
fromts theeal, India and Fussis, Whereas according Lo Auni-
ta Indder singh pakistan has receivie] no guaranless against
gither of these threals from the usited states. 12 There g2
of course, an element of trath in this argumicnt e
Ametica never provided any cuarantees against ITndia on
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ihe cantrary in the thick of 1965 war Amcrica impased
arms cmbargo on India and Pakistan which hit Pakistan
more soverely than loday, hecause Lhe spurces of J.i_'mll.nh
WEAPLILE WeTe More diversified than those -gr Pakistan,
whase weapons were mainly from the Tinited Stales.
However, it should also be remembered that India's repu-
eaton, as a big neighbuur, in dealing with its smaller
neighbours is not goad. India staryed Nepal aver their
tranzil agreement because of laller's purchase of some an-
tinircealt guns from China, The distibubion of-fhe Ganges
vrater belween India angd Bangladesh stll remaing unee-
solved. India dropped ils paralroops first and concluded
Indo-5ri Tankan accord later in 1987, Bhutlo's sovercignty,
is & legal luxury, "Pakisian ay a Pariah, according o Ana-
radha Gupla, cannat excopl any reatment other than one

of pormanent ]'Il.'.lﬁli.|i.1:|l'".13 Il appears that due b its size
and military capabilitics Ingdin intends b play the Wwadi-
tional Kutalian rele of Chatrepati (the lord of Uineella) or
o proponderant power in South Asia inowhich the other
states have o follow e Indian line on domestic and for-
eign atfairs. Indian designs become further exposed from
Tndia's Daoctrine of Regional Seourity (alse called Indian
Monmoe Doctrine) which says:

Indiz has ne intantion of intervention in inberial
conflicts of o Soullh Aslan country and it strongly
opposn inlervention by any country in South Asls
{1 Lo intarial affairs of any other. Indln will nel
tulerate ' extarnal Intervondion o s o eonflice
gltuntion In any South Aslen Country Lf: ihe
Intervention has any dmpllclt or expliclt anli-
Indian |mplications. Mo South Aslan government
must Lherofore ask for external mililary asslstance
witlh an Indian Blag from any couniry,
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Tf a South Asian Ceuntey penuinely needs extecial
help to deal with a seriows internal conflicr
sifuation or with an intolerable thical to 4
governienl legilimately estalilished, it shuald sk
help from a nuwmber of nelghbouring countries
inchading Inclia, The exclusion of India fopm such
a contingency will be considered to be an antl-
ldian move on the part of the povernment

concerned. td

MAn Aanerican writer and syndicale columinizl
Selig Haerisen alzn suppetts and recommends to Wash-
ingreen thick Undted Stales showld Be prepared to respect In-
:iaqzl. wvorsieas of the bAonros Doetrine UE 18 was under this
ot that Tndia semt ibs broops b Sel Lanka under the
lattec's ooxpeest b ssappress Tamal inaurgency and later I':H
PAnldives b protect (ks leaiimate government an it Frest-
donts request fom being owerthrown, An American aca:
demic of Indiar origin, Haju Thomas also advormtes the
vasse of the accepronce of the Indian prepomlerance by oth-
er =maller stales for peuce i Soulh Asial® Raju Thomas
supiesls (he analegy cf Ulnitend Stztes Canadian or Tniled
Slales Miexican relatioms as a medel for pencnful relation-
ships in South Asia. However, Raju Thomas himself ac-
ropts Lhat due to the unsesolved dispnie with it, [ndia's
Gouth Asian neiahzours Wil notb accept the lndsan pre-
ponderance in the region.t¢ The way e challenge the heg-
erony of a strodg power s ko forgo jinks with olher pow-
er, what Makdstan iz really doingn, Thus -.-.'il.'l'ut'!ul. mill!_ar}'
and potitical links with the United Stakes Pakistan might
‘pave: been as jowerless an Bangladesh or obher South
Asian countrics vis-a-vis India.
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THE EIFECT LF FIIE 50VIET POLITICAL AMD MILITARY LIWNKS
WITI INTLA Ord TEIE INDIAN SECLRITY

Al DETETIC OF GOVCENUWENTAL SECURITY

Unlike FPakistan and other Third Waorld Slakes,
Inddia since its independence cnvolved a stable political
syslem. This relative political stability 10 a large extent re-
duces the roorn of maneuverability of farcign povwers o
interfere or influence Incian internal and external affaiss.
Ilwveever, this is not b suggest that in conérast Lo Pakistan,
Ineia should be pul into the pigees hale of strung skales a5
far as its internal enliesion is concerned. Indian Socicty s
riven with religious, ethnic, Bradari (caste) and class
cleavages. 1L is a cacophony of culiures and languages
where local and communal luyalllas, generally ride highers
than he nadonal identities. [F Pakislan is o Punjabi domi-
rated slabe, then India appears (o be a living tranifas lation
oif #he Brahminical "Hinduvita' ar Thadu Kaj. In this caste
hicearchy either Brahmins or Rajpubi from Nocthern in-
dinn Hindi Mele rule over the country. In Lhe lasl forty
yoars Lhere has been only ane Prime Minisler from the
FMun-Hindi speaking beit, Morvarji Tresad, from hlaharash-
b, This caste and clags cleawagpe probs India in the middie
of the specteum of the nallonal cohesion of sfates. The
centrifugal lendubcies ate epaite strong in e Indian siates
of Eashemir and the Penjab, which are apgain mainly a re-
action Lo thi policies of I Tinadinisation of India by the rul-
ingr plite JB T 190640 there was a strong prolesl against the
i prasllion of Hindi as the officlal language of the counbry
in the Southern states of Tamil Madu, Kerla and West
Bengal. [n thi: South, India is sern divided on Lhe Aryan
(north} anmd Drravidian {snuth) loes where Morth rules

[he South. 2
These are the main weaknessrs nf the Indian ;|.1|.rJi[-
&3
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ival system which open the way [or Ioreign powers 1o in-
tezfere in the internal affairs of India, The pro-Moscow
coormimunist party of Tnlia {CPD is quile strong in the Tndi-
an lrade union movemenls ang it has gol a greal deal of
ouisatnce value in I;Jrr_;:l,ni,aii,ng Buncls (slrikesy amd z.i_l:ﬁ[lgs
ard wie of agitalional lackics. Similacly the Communist
Party Marxist (CI'M) which is pro-China has ruled Lhe
states of Kerala angd West Bangal for a leng pericd. The
CTT is l":"CL':-j.:IiiEEd a5 a leateral 'p.;|_|_'|:'!,r of e Comunanisl
Party of Lhe Sowict Union (CPSUD aned ohjoys the latkers
full sl ‘The Communist Tarty barsist is ofherwise
crilical wf the northess bazed polilical parlies including
Congress I Butb bath factions of the Tndisn Comminist
Farlics have supportod Congress against ils rivals on
many important internal and exlernal policy issues, The
Congress I theugh not a Commuaist party in its ovienta-
Lion alse enjoye the confidence of the CPSUL And probably
by these Jinks the C19 has supported e Comgress I When
Mrs. Gandhi imposed emerpency in India in 1975 and
thealt wilh an irenfist with her opponents, e CPL was salt
ori Congress. |he Gandhis receivisd rousing welcome in
Momcoww in 7975, when e shabe of EMELEENCY Was widely
eriticised abroad, 21

The Sovict invazion of Afghanistan in Decem-
ber 1979 was disapproved D 1her over weleoming majori 1y
of the intesnational Communisty, I was also criticised Lay
the then Janata government in India. Its Secretary General
sikander Bakht declaeed it as a theeat to the Indian securi-

L*,-:l_z The Sovict Union has fow frends in e wokld, Thie
milicism of ils Afghan policy by a povernment in o [ricmd-
ly shate was difficult to tolerate, In roniTast o Hie Tanata

guvernment, lhe Congress 1 which was in appasition in
Tncdia at the s of invasion, endersed the Russian enip
In Afghanistan, The Congress T aflpr winning the miid-
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term electons and formation of government gave in-
strictions to the Indian ambassadar at the United Nations

lo defend the Russian action vigorously.®® The slorming
af the Golden Temple (Sikh holy shrine} by the Indian
avmy in 1984 was critivised by most of the Indian political
parties. But CFI was an excepiion, so was the Soviel Un-
tor. The Bussians were the first power o condenn the a8-
sassinalion of Mrs.Gandhi by her Sikh body guards. And
Mr.Candhi's accession lo power was also first of all ap-
praved by Moscow among the foreign powoers. From 19846
o 1988 Mr.Gorbachew mel Mr.Gandhi not less than 10
Limnes.

The then minority government of Mational
Front led by MroV.P.Singh, while in power, ironically en-
joyed Lhe support on the ons hand of both the factions of
Communist Party of the lell and an the other ultea rightist
Bhartia Janata Party (BRI led by LE Advani without
joining Ehe government, Bul wien the Lok Dal the rajor
compomenl ol the Mational Front split into two Factions
and Mr.Chander Shekher challenged the leadership of
MreW. P Singh on Pabri mosque Ram Janam Dhootny and
Kashmir issuc the former managed @ win over the sLp-
part of Congress 1in Pasliament to enable him to form Hie
eoveriment at the centre. Cungpqueml}a the Mational
Front lost the support of both the commuanjst parties and
the DL,

The cammunisl party's support for Mational
Front alongwith BIF appears to be contradictory given itg
Past record of supporting Congress 1 This also indicates
CF's greater frecdom ol aclon in r-zﬁpe::t'uf itz decizsions
wuder the changed dreumstances, This is conceivably dll:-l_?'
o bwe reasans; Fiest due to upheaval in Russia itself. Mos.
Cow 15 nol interested in Playing significant role :r: [hlu_r
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Third World skates, Secondly Me.Gandhi ditched away
from his mother's sncialist policies. 1 is5 also nobe warthy
that despite all its weaknesses the Congress 115 probably
anly paolitical party which has kept the cohesion of India
intact, And this was made possible by Moscow's support of
Congress I Thus the Soviel infiuence in Indian internal
politics is nol as steong as the United States influence in
Pakiztan, However, the Soviet Union does enjoy a great

deal ol influenee on the government and domestc securi-
l_‘_.-' afb India.

HI INDHAN NATIONAL SECHEITY

The impact of pelitical and militacy links wilh
bz Sovizt Union 35 faitly more visiole on Indian national
securily than on the governmental security of that coun-
try. India is one of the leading developing states in the
woorkd. It nas stromg steel industey which 1s suppreed Lo ke
mathur of the rest of the industries, Indla had few sbeel
mills during pre-partition days but most of the steel mills
were gel up in the 19505 wilh the Soviet Co-operation. So-
viel Unico is the Jargest imporier of the Indian gools
ranging Irom garments to compulers. Trade relationship
is a parl of an overall relationsiip with the Soviet Unioi

bnalia gets the besl of Sovict weaponey at conces-
sional rates. Because of il military links with the Sowviet
Union Tndia iz the fousth largest military machine in the
wiorld. Soviel Union st only selis weapons 1o Tndla hur it
dees give India license to produce these weapons itself
atul for ihis reason, India is Lhe langest weapons praduring
slale in the Third Werld. Some of the he]i.cnl:-l:ur:: which
miay be used at high alfitede are leught from open market
by Pakistan, which provide legistic support to the latter's
troops in the Siachin Glader. The Soviat supply of armg is
& saunterpuize 1o the sophisticated and superior Unitel
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Status wWeapons in the Pakistani armoury. For inskince af-
ger Fhe Soviet invasion of Alghanistan, Fakistan received
advanced fighter planes F-165 from America. On its part,
e Scviel Union provided [ndia with the MIG 295 which
are supposed o be as good as the F-16. The Harpoon mis-
siles were matched by the induclion of nuciear sulma-
rines Sindho Raj and Sindho Gosh leased o Tndia by the
Sovial Thiomo,

The Sovict Union is among those states which
endorge the Indian sland on Kaghinir, Hat it s b el
parl. Because of lack of llexibility an the part af India Lo
suttle the longslanding Kashmic dispule through political
means, Pakistan has quite eles been tempbed with the
idea of mililary option, Defore sending its froops ar irecgu-
lars into the Kashmle valley Pakislan has always given
suppott ko the anti-Indian Leeal Kashmici militants. And
this sorl af support has Hared up inko an Tndo-Pakistani
War. During War Wthe Indion stand on Kashmir, as corlier
mentioned has heen supported by Soviet Union, The 1943
war was fought withoul any forvign support. %akisian
foumhl 1965 war with the United Stales weapons, In 197
war Pakistan did not exploit Indian weakoess in Kashmir
elue to the Indo-Soviet trealy of friendship. Gn the ather
hand thw Russian sapply of arms and palitical suppart te
Inclia playcd a significant role in Pakistan's defeat at the
hands of the Bengali secossienists and the [ndian ATy in
East Pakistan.

Aler the Soviel invasion af ,d-,|':.'-,-||_i|_r|_i_5|_a_|_-|_r Faki-
stan wnder late General Zial-ul-llague waz able 1o receive
a [resh supply of moedern Tlnibed Stales arine in larg
quantities, With the cellaboration of Mr™Mawaz Sharil,
the then Chict Minister of Paldzlani Tunjab,, and |rrescnthy
Prime Minisler of Pakistan and Sardar Abdul Qayoom
Ehan, the 'rezident ol Pakistni part of Kashmir, an alleg-
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edly vizable amount ol Iakislani weapons lound their way
in the Indian adminigtered part of Kashmir which report-
edly helped the Kashmiri militants te launch their armed
struggle against India for their independence. Bul so far
Pakiztan has not sent its troops o Kashmde o supporl of
the milikants: This may beodse b the Indo-Seviel reaty.
Thus, this trealy is a check on Paldstani advenlurizm in
Kashamir.

The Soviet political and military support of Tn-
dia is an anbidote to whal Tndiang call, Pakistan, China,
Uniled Slaies axis.2d During the Tndia - Paklskan war of
195 Chima deploved 35 forces e the Sino-Indian border
an:l threatened Tndia to cross the Macmehan Hae which
delerred Tadia froon explniting Makistan's weakness in its
Zastern wing. Tl dirng the 19710 wear Chinag remained si-
lent, althuigh like America it never condemned 17aki-
shin's military action against the Dengalis. One of the roa-
gons for China's lack of active support by Pakislan was Lhe
reaction to the Indo Goviel leeaty, under which Bussio wes
suppesed Lo help India apninst China. Thos one can aTg i
thal the Scwiet Union’s polilical and military links with
India has helped the lalier In maintaining stalus e in
Saubh Asia,

THE BFFECT (F THE SUTERFOWER POUTICAL AMT
MILITARY LINKS 0N SOL'TH ASIAN SECURTTY

Liv the begirning of this arlide it was discussed
that security is a relational and multidimensional phe-
nomenod wiich connecis the fate of inimical ncighbours
together. In the previous seclion the inplications For the
governimental and national security of India and Pakiatan
Ardgang outb af Leir rnj]:ihnr:,- angl };u]j|i._.,-.| Links with #le
EUNCCEOWETs were discussed, T this seclipn, the imP”m_
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sons for the regional security ar e I.L*u?._al_ﬁecurit].r comples
of South Asian Securily Complex arising aul af these
Tinks will be discussed,

Hedley Lull uses the term SO OWers' a8 sy

nonvimaus for the term 'Great I'owers 27 _-!"'lk““"deil'lE ta
him the great powess play a significanl role in the malonke
nance of international ordes. In the regional mﬂﬂitﬁ- ac-
cording 1o Dull, the grealpowers an the one hand increase
the tension by supplying weapuns ko their allics, on the
ather, the grealpowers restrain the hehaviour of rhmrla]--
liess andd thus help inoavoldanee of crisis and e limitation
of War.2M Thiz dichotomy of superpower role is alsa visi-
Bz in the Soulh Asian [ocal security comples. One can
Fimul Bluab thas SUPCCREOWETS, On the one hanal irll‘l!llﬂ“-}' leweal
tensicns by supplying arms o their respective :'_lLlEEE, o
the other hand, lhe superpowers exercise reshraanl on
them tn do-escalake tension aod limit the damnge of wwar
hokpreen Bhiir losmel mliiee.

Durings the Incdo-Talbdstan war of 1963, the Tnik-
ed States imposed arms embargao on Hwe belliperents, nol
for the purpose of exposing Fakisten to Indian superioe ty
as widely belicwid in Pakistan, bt ta scale down tho Foroic-
ity of the war and bring the belligerents to a negutialing
table. ‘The American proved to be enrrect in their percep-
tipms thal such an embargs woull compel the bellijgeren L
to accept an earlier conscfive. Under the auspices of the So-
viet Unign Makistan and India signed the Tashkent Deo-
lazation for cnding the stabe of war, which was 1o be en-
dotsed and hailed by the Unibed Stales 27 Thus, by
impasition of embarge and mediation bebweren (he cops-
batanty proved Lo be the acks of crisis management by the
Superpawers in South Asia.
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Aftor the fall of Dhakka in 1271, under Lhe
American pressures Lhe Soviet Union persuaded Tndia 1o
announce o unilaleral ceazefire. In case of contnuabion of
hoslilities, the rest of Pakistan {West akistan} might hawve
been completely over tun by India, and the bipolar chame-
tee of the South Asian seourlty complex allered inlo a ubi-
pular one. This change might have also affected the super
teginnal or near security complexes o west and north
west, Le. Gulf Complex and the Sine Soviel Comples. 1
Tndia had absorbed Pakistani Daluchistan, then it would
have comman border with Alghanistan, a traditional but-
feT belween “outh and Cenlral Asia. In that case India
thighl have allowed Russian (ree access to the Indian
prean. The prevention of the tradilional Hussian drive to
the warm waters is one of the main policy objectives of
the Uleited Shates in South and Soulh West Aszi. Just ta
avoid Lhal possibility, the Americans might have further
beefed ap the defensive foflensive capabilities of lnperial
Iran which then was the policeman of the region. The
Amnerican support to Imperial Iran and Lhe Russian back-
ing of India 1 a compeliton Far :i:|_1f|-ur.'m'4: izt the Mersian
Culf and the Indian voran might have increased lensions
between the superpowers and over shadowed detente be-
tweent Ehem. Thus, to avedd thal passibility the bwo super-
powers agreed after the 1971 war 1o preserve the bipolar
character of the Soulh Asian seourity complex by restrain-
ing Tiudian from further disintegrating Pakistan. ©

The alleration in the character of Lhe South
Asian local security complex after 1971 war might have
alzo affected the Sino Soviet securily complex. Tf Pakistan
had been disinfegrated and replaced by India then the
Marth East Frontier of India would have been joined by
the Morthern Ironlior. Tn other words, in case of J-b-SCIrJ'.J'
tom of West Fakistan after 1971 war inlo Tndia, the Latter
might have emerged as an over arching power in South
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Asia, andd the Pak-China border might have been trans-
formed into the lang Sinn Indian bosder where ension al-
ready persisted bobween them. Having border with India
and Eussia, China might have felt herself complelely en-
circled. And % break thal encicclement on the one hand, it
might had n:l_e-vel_-n]:led, military links with Tndia and on the
ather it might have developed military links with the
Wiest. In the words of Fred Halliday ‘Mixons' Feking visit
af 1972 Te<l to the establishment of the Peking-Washington

alliance, 28 This alliance might have further conselidated
if during the carlier year Pakistan had besn disintegratecd
and India emerged as the dominant power in South Asia,
The Sino-United States Bnks certainly had affected de-
tente. Thus b preserve detonbe, America and Russia 1971
weat agroed to persuade Tndia not to alter the security come-
plex of the bipolar character of South Asian Securi by Com-
Phex. The Lwio superpowers are the co-sponsars of the NPT
iMuclear Man-proliferation Trealy) of 1968, which forbids
the spread of aucdear weapons in the warld. Despite their
political and military links with® FPakistan and Indla,
America and Russia, disapprove the clandestine nuclear
programmes of helr respective South Astan allies. Af the
fime of giving ald Lo Pakistan, the United] States Prosicdent
is supposed Lo cerlily every year under the Symington and
Preasler amendmenl, that Pakistan doswes not PrsEsess A nu-
clear device. This is a political and «conomle pressure on
Pakistan for naf going noclear, Tt miay be anather slory iE
Ly expleiting Acmerican interests in the Afghan confllet,
Pakistan gets away with the waiver ubder the Pressler
amendment. Tlowever, gone are the days whan Pakistanm
by exploiling the Afghan issue usxd to gat the COMZEession-
al Waiver and consequently Prosident's Cetlilfication wun-
der Mresslor am-a_*m:l_men k. II_m.-..-.E-.rnr, this year America ap-
Pears to be sticking to its Conpgressional provisions
regarding provention of nuclear praliferation in South
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Asia, United States economic and mililary aid o Pa}c:isl.-.m
stands suspended since Ootaber 1, 1990 as United Stales
President has nuot provided necessary cerfificate to the
Congress a5 tequiced under Pressler amendment, There is
a geowing feeling in America that, 'Afghanistan prablem
is somewhat over now, the USA should apply non pra-

liferation laws sirictly in Pakistan's case2? Whatever
American attitude, there are reporks that, Pakistan is wol-
untarily pladng ane «f its research reaclors under IAEA
safe-guards. Despite claims 10 the contracy, the timing of
the sateguards decision is being perceived by some ag a
first slep in compromising Lhe nuclear issue in order o
pander in -"-.IJ.'I.ETi.EI'HI'I:I'lJ“],’-hn!,I' tactHrs. 2 The so called
ndian peaceful explosion’ of 1974 was condemned by
America. India faces cmbargo on Lhe ilems specific [or
making the nuclear device. Russia on ik part comdemns
the Pakistani nuclear programime in strong terms and
wams about it implicalions on the scoority environmenl
around South Asia, According to the Indian scholars there
are unpublished differences belvween Indis and the Soviet
Union ower the fermers auclear progratmme. 31 Russia, as
the co-spomsor of the MIMT would certalnly disapprove n-
dia's weapons oricnbed programme, despike hoer strong po-
litecal and mililary links with India. Thus, there is an
apTecment between the bwro superpoweers o prewvent thae
proliferation of nuclear weapons Lo South Asia: They feel
that in case of such proliferation the South Asian Security
Complex might be affivled. Won nuclear Iran vt of fear of
a-naclear India may develop more doser politeal raela-
lions with nuckear Pakistan or develop s own weapons
as a_cleberrenl ag:ains? Indo-Tragi nuclear programme and
the South Astan poliics may spillover inta the Gull Se-
curity C‘._-rmplu:x._ThnreEnre, lo keep the South Asian loral
apcurity Intact, the Superpowers ane trying to prevent the
prediferation of nudear weapens to this Tegion.
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To manage the local crisis, the superpowers
have mediated bebween Tndia and Makistan for the settle-
ment of their disputes. In 1962, alongwith Brifain, Amerl-
o perstiaded Tndia and Pakistan to apen a dialogue which
they did start and centinued 1 1he Sine Indian tension
was defusml and India onee again hardened its position
weer ashmin Tn 1966, [evwr months after fhe 7965 war, fho
Aoviel Tion mediated between Tedia and Fakistan and
brought about pormalisabion of fheir ralations under
Tashkent declaration. At the time of writing this article
the situation in the Indian pact of Kashmir is gelling
R ol be;au:ae af e arsaied clashies hoRwesn Lthe Indian s
curily forces and Lhe Kashmird separalisis, This state of af-
Fairs in Lhe ]i.E]"lt wF E:l:l'_;f |,':-|:F.l|_'ri4_~1'||:_'_4_' eyl he J‘ar‘{i|u:]-.’_‘--|;|_a-
the third Tnde-Makistani war over lhe Kashmir dispute. To
awoic] the crisis and manage the peace Tlniked States scot g
higl‘l lewial dE]Egili.m'l undar ik :;]_1.:_':_'i:|| CTYOY ano DEFUI._'!."
makioial Socu r.i‘l'_-r' Al visor Bobert Gales, Lo Indla and aki-
stan For defusing tension between them. This high lavel
mission had materialized Lhenugh the joinl efforts of the
superprwers e de-sscalabe tonsion belween the two Sauth

Asian adversaries, 32 This common superpower effort bo
ege the lension in South Asia conforms to their wider
role of crisls management in the infernational saciety in
arcad whene international security is threatened.

Thus, one can argue that the SUPETPOWELS On
the one hand, have Increpsed lension in South Asia by
supplying arms Lo their local allies, en the arher hand,
they have restrained their allics from going frequently to
wears, Therefore, the bwo superpowers have helped te pre-
serve lhe very bipalad and inimical characler of Sputh

Asian Security Complex,
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COMNCLTSION

The iceal gecurity complex in South Asia which
ie bipolar o ks characker and seemningly durable in ils na-
ture, is a creation of an inimical relalionship between Tn-
dia and Fakistan, the mosl powerful states in the region.
Due to thetr animosity o sense of insecurity prevails ba-
tween Lthem and to cyercome it India and Pakistan have
developed political and military relalinnship with the si-
perpewers, These links have facililaled 1he superpoweers
te penelvate in the Routh Asian sscurily complex. Howeys
er, thiz penetration has not altesed the very natuce of Ehe

fiuth Asian lucal security complex but rather reinforced
it

A queslion arizes here if the bwo suparpowrs
had not penetrated in South Asian Camplex, what would
have bean the patlern of local security? There appears
bi bw answeers b this question,

First, Lhe superpowers bave a greal deal of ine

Huence on bath internal and exiernel affaies of Incdia anel
Fakistin, espadally e latter, Withan military and politi-
cal links writhh Owe United Slabe, the Punjabi dominatel
Pakislani puling elite would have been less enchusiastic in
supporting the cawse of the Kashmiria, the main iccitant
bretween the btwo stales. The Pakiskng leadlership would
have been mose accommedatve with, Indians if i1 bad oot
furg_e::l ks with the Uniled States. Ty thal case India and
Pakiztan might have cither apread 1o a partition of Kash-
mir officially among themselves or made it an indegien-
denl feutralized slale in the foothills of e Himaliyas. If
t]LE_ Fujur ireitanl hags beon cemoved then [he imimical re-
lationship might have Leen changed inlo amicany) :
and thie saciirl I ilich iz g i it
¥ womprex, which is & creation of hostilit

would have disapoearod, Howeavir e ¢ b b
ki 8 et the links with
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Aomericans, the Takistani rulecs hawve kept the Kashmir

dispute alive and it prieserves the South Asian Securiby
Complex,

Second, iF the superpowers had nol enfered
South Asia, the Tndo-Pakislan rivalry would not have in-
tenzified and Pakistan would have not challenged the Lo-
dian regional preponderanoe withaut Tnjled Slales con-
tiecHons, According o origanskd under the conditions of
PTE]:‘.IEE-I'Ldl::nncf the weaker state docs nat aback, while Lhe
stronper does not accepts? This origanski model of pre-
ponderance prescribed between Tndia and Paldstan oorre-
sponds to the Hindu Ideal of 'Chatrupati” in which avery
waak stale has to accept protection of the strong Maha-
Bharat, by surrendering itz sovereignty to ik Tt is nol anly
Raju Thomas whao advocates the preponderance ag a pre-
concibion for peace in Gouth Asia bul maore philosophizal
Gopal Krishna doey thie satmde Fie vegrels that India particd-
patis in power game duc by Pakistan's links with Armeri-
ca. 5% If Pakistan had nel practiced the policy of the balance
of power then India would have been the only power in
the rogion Lhal vwrould have Ll ko Uhe disindegration of the
securily omplex. Bul Fakistan does oot heed o the adwice
of India. Thus, He securily complex remains intact in
South Asia. This brings us back to the conclusion that the
security complex is nal crealed by the supecpoveers bat
they just reinforoe it by supporting theiv allies. Gecurity
complex i5 just |:'_||_'E'jr_':|'1.r|_'|_| Iy tre superpowers. e mors:
pvample will Tnake his proposition more vleas.

The durability and independent charvacier of the
Gerurity Complex in Soulh Asin would Temain EJI.':!::iS.i:?l}r
unmtfectad by lhe change in the patlern of Glabal politics
i e the ond of e cold war. 1t was generally |h'!ﬁi.E'r'El’.1 -:,|_I,_||-
ing the cold war period that the regional LlEnswng SwWIm
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and stk witl fhe baens and twists i the natuce of H":.! Ta-
latiemship between the two superjowers ab @ given ome,
This asswmplion was partially carrect. By faking sides in
the local conflicts the superpowers do influence the na-
turer of regional politics, In the Arab Istaeli conflict the Bs
ralis are backed by America whereas the Arabg are sup-
porled by Russia. In Southern Africa while apartheied
reggime 1§ stpported by tha Wosl, whereas, the hlack ma-
jorily is backed by the Bussians, In South Asia Pakislen is
arenedd maindy by America and Russia supplies weapons to
India. By this patiern the proflems of Latin America and
Black Africa are recading. Thig, the end of cold war would
b a catalyst for the de-escalalion of ension in South Asi,

This explanalicn appears fo he inepl in undet-
slanding Lhe pattera of security in South Asia. The Indo-
Pakistan rivalry prodates the snperpower entry into South
Asia At the Hime of weiting whesn the cold war has been
declared dead by bwr superpowers, like the Arab-Isracki
cantlics, thar Tnda-TPakiskan h-;,:-:;‘.'i]'i?_'r' has reached ils wvary
5|.i.t;|‘| ]:r'i‘l'r“'|1 arud rnay eatalake ik o miew war over thuir
longelanding Kashrmir dispute, And the superpowers de-
spile leir joinl efforts may nol be able b provent 4 new
war. In Lhe posl cold war era Russia and America wouald
cunbrue fo sell eems b budie aal Pakislan for oosingee-
cial remsons, let alone For the political ones. Tk s also worth
mentioning that the two superpowers are the main bul
nl exclusive suppliers of arms & India and Pakiskan.
They gel weapons from H-r_ifnin, France, Swilzerland, Swe-
den and other states. Thes weapons are sulficlent o eap
their histility geing on Jor long. Thus, B end of cold war
wonild not herald a new phase of normality in the Trda-
Pak relalinnslup. However, this enmity may change by
three: Fictors: & change In Pakistan's domestic politics: re-
chaction of e power of the Punjabi alite; a peacef] selile-
ment af the Kashmir dispute; the defeal of Makistan in a
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war with die, which would allow the latter o establish
its regrional hegemony. These changes would come from
within the region not without. The South Asian security
complex would cemaln wnakfected by the end of cobd wwar.

In the firal analysls thi superpower penetration
has undoubtedly cscalate fension in e region but not
created il in Bouth Asia. And the polifical and military
links of the South Asian slates with he suporpowers have
just reinforeed Lhe pattern of local security in the region,”
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