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GEOGRAPHICAL CONDITIONS OF SINDH

Sindh lies in the north western side of the sub-

continent. On the north it has Punjab. Its eastern border
extends uplo Rajistan (India). On South it has Rann of
Cutch and the Indian Ocean. The Western border of Sindh
extends upto Baluchistan.

There are different opinions as far as the name

"Sindh" is concerned. Most of the historians are of the
opinion, that "Sindh" was the name which was given to 1t
by the Aryans, when they came to Sindh. In the language
of the Aryans "Sindhu" means the river. As the great In-
dus is flowing from its heart they called it as "Sindhu"
There are other group of historians, according to them
Sindh had trade relations with Egypt since many years and
from Sindh cotton was exported to Egypt as Egyptians
called cotton "Sindhu". The country since then was

known to them as "Sindhu".1

The author of Tuhftul Karam while describing
the name of Sindh is of the opinion that this land was
named as Sindh, after the name of a son of Hazrat Noah,
who came and settled in Sindh. Generally it is admitted by
the historians Sindh gets its name from Sindhu (Indus)
which is flowing through it. Politically as well as geo-
graphically, Sindh is a land of two parts upper and lower

. (North and South). Both the parts have different climate.

: Sindh has always been a target of foreign inva-
sions for the reason that Sindh was a land of plenty,
whose prosperity, fertility and wealth deeply impressed all
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of them and they wanted lo subjugate it. Secondly ils geo-
political situalion also altracled foreign invaders. Being on
the coast of the Arabian sea it was considered as a gateway
to south Asia. Any invader who if occupied Sindh valued
the acquisition of Sindh because it would furnish an excel-
lent strategic position to carry on his marches in South
Asia without any hindrances.2

POLITICAL CONDITIONS OF SINDH BEFORE THE INVASION OF ARABS

In about fourth century (A.D) Sindh was ruled
by Rai Dynasty. This dynasty ruled Sindh for about one
hundred and thirty seven years (Rai Diwal was the first
ruler of this dynasty). Sindh was a vast country during the
reign of Rai dynasty. During this period the boundaries of
Sindh were extended in east upto Kashmir, in west upto
Mekran, in South upto Arabian sea and Dybal port and in
the north upto the mountains of Kardan and Kaidanan.
The entire dominion of Rai Dynasty was divided into four
regions. "The boundary of the first region started from the
eastern bank of river Indus, Brahmanabad, Nirunkot, Dy-
bal, Larkana, Lakha and Sama were under the jurisdiction
of this region. The second region was located on the west-
ern side of river Indus, this streched from Siwistan, Bud-
ho, Jankan, Koh-e-Payah, Rajhan upto the border of Mek-
ran. Iskalandah, Dhaliya, Kotal warch and Chachpura
were in the jurisdiction of the third region. The forth and
last region comprised of Multan Al-Sakka, Brahmanpura

Karur, Ashhar, Kumb uplo the frontiers of Kashmir".3

These regions (Provinces) were ruled by Gov-
ernors, with least interference from the King. This big
Kingdom was then ruled by Rai Diwaij. After the death of
Rai Diwaij, Rai Saharis I succeeded his father. After the
death of Rai Saharis I Rai Sahsi was enthroned, as the new
ruler. After his death Rai Saharis II succeeded him.
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Bul in his last days, when he fell ill his minister
Chach son of Sailaij who was a very wise and cunning, fel-
low gol the throne with (he help of queen Sundhi (Suhan
Devi). Later on she married Chach, whom she loved madly.

Chach was opposed by the peoples of Sindh and
they did nol recognize him as a lawful and legitimate rul-
cr. Thus they conspired against Chach. But Cl}ach took
steps against them and also tried to bring outlying prov-
ince of his empire under his strict control. Jats and Luha-
nas raised the standard of revolt in Brahmanabad, but
their revolt was surppressed with an Iron hand by Chach.
"He ruled for forty years and on his death his brother
Chander was enthroned as new ruler, who ruled Sind_h
for eight years. By profession Chander was a priest. Dahir
son of Chach assumed the reigns of the government on

the death of Chander. (700-712 A.D) (81-94 A.H).4

During the reign of Dahir, the majority of the
population of Sindh was follower of Budhism, whereas,
the ruler was strictly adherent to Hinduism of pur Brah-
manical thought. "The conquest of Sindh by Arabs com-
menced at the time when Bhudhism was fading and
Brahmanism was once again re-asserting its supremacy in
Sindh".5

EARLY RELATIONS OF ARABS AND INDIA

The trade relation between Indians and Arabs
had existed long before the advent of Islam. The Arab
merchants had visited the ports of India. They exfended
their commercial links as far as east India and China in
the far east. "In the beginning of 7th century Arabs suc-
ceeded in establishing their colonies in Ceylon, Gujarat,
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Malabar and Karomandal. The commercial activities of
Arabs enabled them to re-organize colonies on the entire
sea coast of Malabar, and Koromandal down to Ceylon."
The pcople of Ceylon had very cordial relations with Ar-
abs, these relations, however developed on sound basis af-
‘er the advent of Islam in the 7th Century".6

The Arabs repeatedly attacked Sindh but noth-
ing substantial was achieved by them. During the reign of
Hazrat Umar (Second Caliph) Arabs attacked Sindh in 25
AH. (637 A.D) from Oman a province on the eastern sea
coast. But in the later period of Second Caliph these at-
tacks were discontinued. During the reign of Hazrat Us-
man (Third Caliph) Arabs resumed their task and this
time they subjugaled Mekran a province of Sindh and
brought it under their control, But later on due lo some

deficiency at the centre this province slipped away from
their hands.

In 74 A.H. (694 A.D) Hajjaj Bin Yousif Thaqfi
was appointed as Viceroy of the caslern provinces of the
empire of Ummayads by Caliph Abdul Malik Bin Mar-
wan. "The ruling caliph sent an expedition headed by Mu-
hammad-Ibn-Haroon Al-Nimari for consolidating the
Arab power in Mekran. During that time Arabs also

brought Panjgora and Armail under their control".7

"The cause for final attack on Sindh was that
the ruler of ceylon (Sarandeh) sent some valuable gifts
consisting of pearls, jewels and Abyssinian slaves to Hajjaj
Bin Yousif. There were also on board a number of Muslim
women, who were making a journey in order to visit Kaa-
ba. The ships containing these valuable gifts and passen-
gers unfortunately dashed to the shores of Dybal due to
bad wind. These ships at Dybal were looled and attacked by
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Sindh Pirates, women and children were thrown into
prison at Dybal".8

According to Lthe version of Chachnama among
these women there was a woman who belonged to Banu
Aziz ribe cried O.Hijjaj O.Hijjaj hear us and help us.
When this incident was communicated to Hijjaj he im-
mediately replied "Here am 1".9

In 711 A.D. Hijjaj sent an army under young
leader Mohammad Bin Qasim Al-Thaqfi, who was his
cousin and son in law, to have final combat with Dahir.
This young and able general defeated Dahir and con-
quered Sindh. The country was finally annexed to the do-
minion of the Ummayyads empire. Governors to this
province of the empire were appointed by the Caliph him-
self. Nine governors ruled Sindh during the reign of the
Ummayyads. After the downfall of Ummayyads in 132
AL (750 A.D)- Sindh came under the control of Abba-
sides. During the reign of Abbaside Dynasty eight govern-
ors ruled in succession in Sindh.

About one and a half century Arabs ruled major
portion of Sindh and Baluchistan.

"Mutawakil was the last ruler of Abbasides, on
his Merciless murder by his own Turkish guards, the
province of Sindh was split up inlo two parts. One was Al-
mansurah and second was Multan. Hence forth those
parts were held by local Chicls of Arab origins." 9-A

POLITICAL ADMINISTRATION

"From the very beginning the Arabs did not inter-
fere in the internal administration of Sindh allowing the
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natives to carry on the administration of Sindh. Arabs
continued the pattern of administration, on the same ba-
sis which had prevailed in the past. They incorporated the
panchayat system in Sindh-Arab set-up of administration.
As a result of this concession the natives were in a posi-
tion to get their matters settled through these panchayats
according to their own laws,"10

The Arabs adopted a policy of tolerance towards
the natives of Sindlh, as such the Brahmans and Budhist
priests received the special treatment by Arabs. "They
were also allowed to hold high offices of the state. Some of
them were entrusted with the most important affairs of
state, and discharged their duties, they were loylal and
honest to the state."11

The head of the province in new Sindh-Arab
administration was "Wali" (Governor). He was appointed
by the Caliph himself.

"After the appointment, the said governor im-
mediately received from the Caliph, a Khilafat (a beautiful
dress), two swords two bracelets, a parcham (flag) and a
tange. These governors had powers to appoint (Amils)
over the towns for the smooth running of the affairs of
the province. These officials were also responsible to look
after the cantonment areas and juddis which were esta-

blished for the protection of the forts."12

The governor of the province in this new set-up
was a military comumander as well as the chiefl executive
in the province. He was also allowed to exercise the pow-
ers of a treasury officer, in the provinces. He had authority
to declare war and make peace. He was also authorized to
conclude treaties with foreign countries on behalf of the

88



Grassroots
ruling Caliph. He could raise and decrease the land reve-
nue according to the condition of the crops, and even
could grant general remission when there was a dry sea-
son (draught) or a famine. "It was the prime duly of the
provincial governor to provide protection to all the citi-
zens irrespective of caste and creed. He was also responsi-
ble for the defence of the province as well as for remitting
the fixed share of revenue from the province to the royal
treasury"13

2. REVENUE SYSTEM

The Arabs adopled the same revenue system in
Sindh which they had adopted in the other parts of their
conquered land. According lo (hat system the "Chief
sources of provincial revenue were, Kharaj, Zakat, Sad-

qah, Jizyah, Khums and Ushr".14

Zakat is one of the five fundamentals of Islam.
It is a kind of help from rich to the poor and needy indi-
viduals of the Islamic sociely. It was a kind of tax which is
levied on capital goods, fruits, grain and dates. The uni-
form rate of Zakat is 2.172 % of the entire amount wkich a
person or individual possess through out a year. :In case
of agricultural producer, Zakat was immediately levied af-
ter the harvest. But in case of domestic quadrupeds, pre-
cious metals, stones or on cash and on merchandise
goods. The pre-requisite of Zakat was [ull one year uninte-
rupted possession."15 In Sindh Arabs introduced this tax
(Zakat) and it was recovered from the Arab Muslims ex-

clusively on the definite forms of properly they possessed
in Sindh.

KHARAJ AND USHR
"The Kharaj was an annual levy paid by the citi-
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zens of the conquered countries Lo the Muslims. It Was
kind of a land tax collected from the non-Muslims at the
rate of 2/5 of the produce, if the land was watered by 'ﬂ,
public canal,"16 "In case when a land was irrigaled b'y arli-
ficial means or a lift, the rate was 3/5 of produce, if land
was unirrigaled 1/4 of probable produce was collected as
tax. 1/3 was fixed as tax on gardens, fish and pearls."17

The Arab landholders had to pay the land tax at a
very concessional rate of 1/10 of the produce. This tax was
known as "Ushr". "In the case when a land was watered
by artificial means the rale of the tax was reduced to 1/20

of the produce."18

"Jizyah was a tax recovered [rom non-muslims,
as they were exempled from the millitary services, which
was on the contrary compulsory for Muslims. In lieu of
this tax, Muslims were responsible for the protection of
non-muslims."19

Hazrat Umar the Second Caliph fixed three rates
of Jizyah levied from the non-muslims, rich had to pay 4
(four) dinars, an individual of the middle class had o pay
2 dinars yearly and a poor had to pay one dinar yearly as
tax. Women, Children, Beggars and men suffering from
incurable diseases were exempled from the payment of
Jizyah. "During the reign of Ummayyads, Jizyah was also
imposed on the muslims (new musiims) . In return they
were allowed to carry on their respective professions with-
out any hindrances"20

GHANIMAH AND KHUMS

"Ghanimah (Booty or Spoils of War) was the
wealth which was seized in the wars. One fifth of this
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wealth was compulsory lo be deposited in Baitual mal

(Public exchequer)."21 The ghanimah seized in Sindh dur-
ing wars on various occasions was more cnormous keep-
ing in view the socio-economic conditions of Sindh at
that time. After the conquest of Sindh and ncighbouring
countries like Gujrat, Cutch, Rajistan and Northern Pun-
jab the conquerors siezed a large amount of wealth as
Booty (Ghanimah and they sent 40000 Million, dirhams as
1/5 of the entire amount of central Baitual mal."
"Muhammad Bin Qasim deposited 120 million dirhams
13200 maund of pure gold, jewcls, pearls and other valua-
ble things as 1/5 of the spoils of war or Ghanimah, lo the
central Baitual Mal. These all valuable things were seized
by him from Sindh durirg the wars/from temples of IHin-

dus in Sindh."22
JUDICIAL SYSTEM OF ARABS IN SINDH

Islam is a religion totally based on democratic as
well as socialistic principles. It lays great stress upon the
equality and brotherhood of men. After conquest, Mo-
hammad Bin Qasim turned his attention towards the ju-
dicial system in Sindh. He appointed judges and courts
were established in every nook and corner of the con-
quered land for dispensing quick justice to the people.

As far as the civil law, concerned local people
were allowed to get their civil cases decided by those pan-
chayats, and the muslim judges had least interference in
their functions.

Those panchayats dispensed justice to the non-
muslims according to their own laws and traditions. In
the case when a muslim was the one or the other party in
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the proceedings then Qazi (a mu_slim judgc) ggnelrz&}; 1;1;
tercfered and decided the case with help of ad 1";1 1511ariat
Budhist Shamani. The Muslims were governe y

: i " 23
laws based on the principles of Muslim jurisprudence.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The people of Sindh greatly bene:-filted by eco-
nomic development which was carried on in thc-a c01'1ntry
by Arabs during the later period of their rule in Sindh.
Sindh was well known throughout the world for the ex-
port of citrus. This was brought from Kashmir thro}lgh
river Indus at Dybal, a sea port of Sindh was an amporium
of trade of perfumes, Chinaware, ornaments and the spic-

es. It also served as an intermediary anchorage for the
ships of the east and west.

Arabs were much interested in the agriculture
of the country as a result of this they introduced new
methods of irrigation and farming in Sindh. They encour-
aged gardening and plantation of different varieties of
fruits and vegetables. These steps paved the way for the
installation of various industries in Sindh. Digging of nu-
merous wells as well as the spreading of a fine network of
canals gave impetus to agriculture, which was in the
hands of local people. "The internal administration of
Sindh was in the hands of local people. Therefore, it was a
condition for Arab soldiers that they could hold land on
the basis of military services, but they were not allowed to

devote themselves to agriculture or any other profes-
sion."24

' Arabs, took keen interest in the development of
Sindh. The traders of Sindh had regular contacts with the
Arabs and other countries. Due to those conlacts, a' system
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of lucrative trade between Sindh and most of the parts of
west Asia had started. "During the rule of Arabs agricultu-
ral products like, Sugar, Wheat, Coconut, Mango, Lemon
and Cotton were exported at a larger scale to the other
parls of the world. Immense agricultural produce at that
lime showed Sindh as the most fertile and prospercus re-
gion of the muslim world. This prosperity also affected
the life of the people in Sindh and made them happy and

contented."25 ;
DEVELOI’MENT OF LTTERA'I_'URE AND ISLAMIC CULTURE

The advent of the Arabs in Sindh opened a new
era in the development of Islamic culture. "Arab conquest
of Sindh from the political point of view was an insignifi-
cant event in history of Islam but the effects of conquest
upon muslim culture were profound and far reaching."26
When the Arabs came to Sindh they were astonished at
the superiority of the civilization which they found in the
country.” The sublimity of Hindu Philosophical ideas, the
richness, and versatility of Hindu intellect were a stronger
revelation to them. "The cardinal doctrine of muslim the-
ology and concept of one God., was already known to Hin-

du Saints and Philosophers."27

Infact when Arab embarked for the conquest of
the world, they were unaware about Art and Civilization.
But it is also a fact that as conquerors they patronized and
encouraged the Arts in the conquered territory accordingly.

The economic background and geographical en-
vironments reveal that the sons of the desert were not ad-
vanced in Arts and architecture, paintings, music, science,
and fine arts. In pre-Islamic days Arabs lived in small huts
and most of them were nomads. They were uncivilized
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and barbarious. But after the rise of Islam every aspect of
their life was lotally changed.

The teaching of Islam and the preaching of
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) transformed
Arabs as the main contributors to the development of the
world civilization. After the demise of Prophet Muham-
mad (Peace be upon him) Arabia was at that time a merely
geographical expression. But later on that tiny state was
turned into a very mighly stale. "The education of the
Prophet changed their lives and infused in them an un-
quenched thirst for lear'ning of Arts and Sciences."28 It
was held later on that under Ummayyads the Arabs began
to study, History, Geography, Philosophy and Theology.
During that period the Arabs who were in Sindh had close
contacts with Damascus and other seats of Islamic learn-
ing and consequently the light of knowledge spread to-

wards Sindh which was destined to illuminate the whole
sub-continent.

The Ummayyad were interested in some
branches of science known to foreign nations. The Abba-
sides on the other hand were keenly interested in all the
branches of Arts and Science. That is why their period is
known in History as the golden period of muslim learn-
ing". By that time mosques had become the places of pub-
lic lectures, where the learned persons not only spoke on

theology and tradition but also on other branches of the
sciences."29

Before the Arab conquest, Sindh was in fact in-
habited by learned persons and philosophers. Due to this
reason Sindh once was a great contribulor to development
of Arab science and literature. "The learned and wise per-
sons in search of knowledge often travelled and visited
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the capital Baghdad as well as the towns of the entire Mus-
lim World. The scholars and learned men of Sindh trav-
elled in pursuit of knowledge and learning. They engaged
themscelves with the delicate work tracing out the origin
as well as the impact of Indo-Pak sciences on Mathematics,
Philosophy, Politics, Medicine and various other subjects.
The Arab governors of Sindh developed Arabic literature
in Sindh. In this regard they also encouraged local as well
as foreign scholars."30

With these efforts some books on various sub-
jects were Iranslaled into Arabic language and this was a
great contribution of Sindhi Scholars towards the devel-
opment and progress of science and Arts. Infact Sindh
played a leading role in making the structure of Arab Sci-
ences and some of the Icading figures of Sindh were work-
ing in the various department of learning such as poetry,
prose language elc. As such they all had contributed for
the development and progress of Arab learning.

"When Imran-ul-Musa Barmaki was appointed
as Governor of Sindh (His [orefathers belonged to Budhist
family of the Bacleria (Balkh) who were well known
scholars) He was much interested in Art and literature. He
sent a depulation of Scholars from Sindh to work at Bait-
ul-Hikmah at Baghdad. They were engaged there to trans-
late the books of various subjects which were formally
brought by some Sindhi Scholars there. These scholars
worked there and translated books of physical as well as

social science."31

The out-standing achievement of the period of
Al-Mansurah Kingdom was the first translation of Holy
Quran in Sindhi language.
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Writing of prose had probably been started from
the days to early Ummayyads. They were much interested
in the ancient history of the Arabs. All the stories of pre-
Islamic days were collected and compiled in their day.

The Arabic language due to the absence of some
signs was understood by Arabs only. Thus it was necessary
that systematic form of writing be invented so that the
language could be read and understood by the people of
the conquered land. "The credit of this task went o Hajjaj
Bin Yousif Thaqfi the renowned general of Abdul Malik
Bin Marwan. He made some improvement in Arabic Al-
phabel and promoting the use of vowels and points above
and below the words, made it quite readable by those who
did not know Arabic."32 '

Religious writing also occupied, a prominent
place in Arabic works in Sindh, as such religious writings
may be considered as great factor in the development of
Arabic literature in Sindh. Commentaries were written on
Quran. Hadith and text-books were also written during
this period.

"The Arabs established. centres for religious
studies throughout Sindh. Academics at Dybal, Al-
mansoorah, and Kuzelar were famous throughout the
Arab world. The Ummayyad period therefore, known as
the inaugural period of the Arabic literature in which

both prose and poetry advanced quickly."33

ARAB ARCHITECTURE IN SINDH

"Ummayad as well'as Abbasides were greatly in-
terested in architecture. Damascus as well ag Baghdad dec-
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orated. by most beautful edifices”.34 Ultimately in Sindh
after the conquest of Sindh Mohammad Bin Qasim had
ordered for the building of Mosques. Under his instruc-
tion one mosque was made al Dybal and another at Al
Rore. And from that day Sindh was called as Bab-ul-Islam.
Besides these mosques, Arabs had also built forts and con-
structed lowns in Sindh "The fort of Al-Mahfuza was
built by Hakam Al Kalhe, Al Marisoorah was built by
Amar son of Mohammad Bin Qasim. The town of Bayda
was founded by Imran Barmaki, a Governor or Sindh."35
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