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Introduction

Agriculture is the predominant sector of country's economy whos?
share In the total Gross Domestic Puroduct (GDP) s 25.5 pervcant.
It nrovides food to country's increasing population, raw materials to
domestlc industry and employs 49.25 per cent labour force.2 Government
pollcy is, therefore, almed at attaining self-sufficiency In food grain, and
accelerate the output of cash crops to meet the expanding needs ‘of
indigenous industries and to raise the level of foreign exchange earnings

from export.

To realise these objectives, agriculture had been given priority in
development planning. During the Sixth Five Year Plan (1983-88) Rs.12.25
billlon were allocated for the development of agricultural sector and

its growth rate was fixed 4.9 per cent.4r
Development of major crops

1. Wheat

Wheat [s the staple diet In Paklstan which accounts for over 70
per cent of gross cereal Intake. It is the crop with the largest areas and
constitutes over 37 per cent of the total cultivated land (20.33 million
hectares). Similarly among the different types of cereals, wheat production
renks highest amounting to about 68 percent of the total cereal producr.lon.s

Table-1

Area, Production and Yield Per Hectare
of Wheat 1982-83 1987-88

YEAR CULTIVATED_AREA PRODUCTION  YIELD PER HECTARE
Million Index Milllon  Index Kilograms  Index
e Hectares Tonnes A
1982-83 - 7,398 100 12.41 100 1679 100
1983-84 7,343 99 10.88 88 1493 89
1984-85 7,259 98 11,70 94 1611 96
1985-86 7,403 100.1 13.92 112 1835 109
1986-87 7,706 104 12,02 a7 1559 93
1987-88  7.269 98 12.93 104 1778 106

Source: 1,Government of Pakistan, Economic Survey 1987-88, Islamabad,
1088, 1,92, Statlscs Sectlon pp.29-30.
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1086-87 from 7.403 million hectares

s In the
decreased to 7,269 million. hectare: .
7.308 million hectares in the year 153‘82-83 (Table-1). The output of wheat

increased at the rate of 12 per cent in 1985-86 and at 4 per cent in the
year 1987-88 respectively. It decreased in other years as compared to the
vear 1082-83, Similarly per hectare yield rose at the rate of 9 per cent
;rnd § per cent in the years 1985-86 and 1987-88. But it could not increase

In the years [083-84, 1984-85 and 1986-87 as compared to the base year

1982-83.
2. Rice

Rice Is the second principal food crop in Pakistan after wheat.
Its importance lies in being a supplementary diet and as an Important source
of earning foreign exchange. Rice fetched Rs.5052.6 rnilllonl and earned
foreign exchange In the year :986-37.5 The total cultivated area, production
and per hectare yleld during the plan period is given in Table-Il.

Table-11

Area Production and Yield Per
Hectare of Rice

YEAR CULTIVATED AREA_  PRODUCTION YIELD PER HECTARE

Milllon Index Million  Index Kllograms Index

Hectares Tonnes
19682-83 1.978 100. 3.445 100 1741 100
1983-84 1.999 101 3.340 97 1671 96
1984-85 1.999 101 3.315 96 1R58 95
1985-86 1.863 94 2,919 85 1567 90
1986-87 2.066 104 3.490 101 1687 97
1987-88 1.971 100 3.271 95 1660 95

(E)

Source: 1. State Bank of Pakistan, Annual Report 1986-87, Karachi, 1987,
Statistical Section , pp.14-15. ;

2, Government, of Pakistan, Economic Si.lrvey 1987-88, Islamabad,
1988, Statlstical Section , pp.29-30.

3, Habib Bank Limited, The Economic Scene, Vol.14, May 1988,
Karachi, p.16.

4, Natlonal Bank of Pakistan, Month! économlc Lett
No.B, August, 1988, Kargchl, p.4. 4 ol
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The cultlvategi area of rice increased during the years 1983-84,
1984-85 and 1986-87 at the rate of 1 per cent, | per cent and 11 per
cent, but the total output as well as per hectare yleld could not be increased
as compared to the base year 1982-83 during the plan period.

3. Cotton

Cotton Is the principal cash crop of Pakistan. The significance of
cotton crop may be judged from the fact that it alone accounts approx:
11 per cent of the cropped area (more than any other cash crop). It
contributes more than 16.9 per cent of foreign exchange earnings and
produces 55 per cent of the domestic edible oil which is used as raw
material in vegetable ghee indudstrles.7 The crop as a whole alongwith
cotton manufactures contributes about 35 per cent towards the total foreign
exchange earning and provides means of living to at least six million people
of the population..” It is obvious that Increasé in cotton production would

significantly contribute towards the stability of the economy.
Table-lIl indicates that the output of cotton decreased in the year
1983-84 as compared to the year 1982-B3 since 1984-85 the production

of cotton as well as per hectare yield has been growing at an accelerated
rate as shown in Table-lIl,

Table-IIl

Area, Production and Yield
Per Hectare of Cotton

YEAR CULTIVATED AREA PRODUCTION YIELD PER_HECTARE

Million Index Million Index - Kilograms Index
Hectares  1982-83 Bales 1982-83 1982-83
= 100 = 100 = 100
1982-83 2,263 100 4.844 100 364 100
1983-84 2,221 - 98 2.908 60 223 61
1984-85  2.242 99 5930 122 450 124
1985-86 2,364 104 7155 148 515 141
1986-87 2,502 111 7760 160 523 144 .
1987-88  2.563 113 8.900, 184 590 162

Source: 1. State Bank of Pakistan, Annual Report 1986-87, K
1987, Statlstical Sectlon, p.15. st

2. Government of Pakistan, Economic Survey, 1987-88, Isla
1988, Statisticel-Sectlon, pp.29-30. ! ; rqabad

3. Natlonal Bank of Pakistan, Monthly Economic Letter, Vol.15
No.B, August 1988, Karachl, 1988, p.5.
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Cotton production target for 19878 had been placed at 8.9 million
bales and the yield per hectare was to increase at the rate of 62 per cent
in comparison to the year 1382-83.

4. Sugarcane

Pakistan is the fifth largest producer of sugarcane In the world
and within the country sugarcanc is the second largest cash crup.g The
bulk of this crop is grown in the Punjab followed by Sindh ond NWFP,
With better farm inputs, the produttion of sugarcane can be increased
without extending the area. The area and yleld of sugarcane Is glven in
table-1V,

Table-1V
Area, Production and Yield Per Hectare of Sugarcane

YEAR_ CULTIVATED_AREA  PRODUCTION  YIELD PER_HECTARE

Million Index Million Index  Kilogrom Index
Hectares 1982-83 Tonnes  1982-83 1982-83
= 100 = 100 = 100

1982-83 0.912 100 32.533 100 35,672 100
1983-84 ~ 0.897 98 34,287 105 38,224 107
1984-85 0,904 9 32.140 99 35,553 100
1985-86 0.780 86 27.856 86 35,713 100
1986-87 0.762 84 29.926 92 39,273 110
1987-88 0.820 90 31.239 96 38,096 107

Saurce: I. State Bank of Pakistan,
Statistical Sectlon, pp.14-15.

2. Natlonal Bank of Paklstan, Monthly Economic Letter, Vol.15,
No.B August 1988, Karachl, 1988, p.5.

Annual Report 1986-87, Karachi, 1987,

It Is evident from table-IV that the cultlvated area of sugarcane
decreased during the plan perlod as Compared to the year 1982-83 because
of better farm Inputs used by the cultivators. The total output of sugarcane
Increased only in the year 1983-34 but the production of other years was

lower during the plan pericd as compared to base year 1982-83, The yield
Per hectare increased at the rate
the rate of 10 Per cent In the
Cent in the year 1985
the year 1957-g3,

of 7 per cent in the year 1933-84, at
year 1383-34 and at the rate of 10 per
-87. It Increased at the rate of 7 per cent during

Th
© overall development In agriculture during the Sixth Five Year
achieved ar the rate of 3,

7 per y 5
Per cent for the plan period.lc- PEr. cant. sysimat the taeger of 41

Plan wag
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FACTORS CONTRIMUTING TOWARDS INCREASED PRODUCTION

Raptd agricultural development depends on physical Inputs, economic

environment and research and education, These are deseribed as under:

PHYSICAL INPUTS

prigation Water

It plays a vital role in incredsing agricultural production. Despite

one of the lorgest drrigation net works In the world, it s estimated that
30 per cent of Pakistan's water resources are wasted In translt.l To
increase the availability of irrigation in the country, the number of tubewells
installed has been increased (Table-V) during the planned perlod with the
result that the total amount of water avallabllity rose from 101.40 million
scre feet (MAF) in 1982-83 to 12.22 MAF in 1887-88 and increased at
i Under the On Farm Water Management
1889 water courses Wwere

1821 water courses

the rate of 11 per cent.
Programme to increase irrigation efficiency,
improved in 1984-85, 1895 water course in 1985-86,
in 1986-87, and 1966 during IBB‘J’-BE.la

Table-V

Number of Tubewells installed during
Sixth Five Year Plan 1983-84 1987-88

YEAR NUMBER OF TUBEWELLS INDEX 1982-83=100
1982-83 4,383 100
1683-84 4,240 97
1984-85 4,464 102
1985-86 4,278 98
1986-87 5,661 129
1987-88 6,239 142

Source: Government of Pakistan, Economic Survey 1987-88
1988, Statistical Section, p.27. § A

Fertilizer

Fertilizer s playlng a key role In raising crop production. While
the consumptlon was 1243,6 thousand nutrlent tonnes in 1982-83, It reached
the level of 1753 thousand N.tonnes, showing a rise of 41 per cent over
1982-83, i, an annual growth rate of 8 per cent (Table-VI). In order to
promote the use of fertilizer its prices have always been subsidised every
year. In 1987-88 budget a sum of Rs.1670 milllon was kept as subsidy I'f;r
- fertilizer as against Rs, 1562 million in I!).‘]ﬁ-i:‘"l.M Moreover, to improve
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efficiency, the fertilizer industry has been controlled by the Government
in order to provide Its supply to farmers in abundance. The fértilizer use

since 1982-83 s given In Table-VI.
Table- VI

Consumption of Fertilizer in Pakistan

YEAR NITROGEN PHOSPHAT POTASH TOTAL PER CENT INCREASE
N 1

K OVER 1982-83
1982-83 952.70 265,20 25. 70 1243.60 100
1983-84 914.32 259.81 89.50 1202.63 97
1984-85 934.80 293.79 24.67 1253.26 101
1985-86 1128.39 350.07 33.33 1511.79 122
1986-87 1332.35 408.87 42.62 1783.84 143
1987-88 1313.00 400.00 40.00 1753.00 141
(F)
Source: Government of Pakistan, Economic Survey 1987-88, Islamabad,

1988, Statistical Section, pp.27-28.
Improved Seeds

Improved varieties of seeds for various crops alongwith water and
fertilizer contribute significantly towards the raising of crop yields. A great
deal of work Is being done to evolve new high yielding varieties of seeds
resistant to pests and diseases. Substantial improvement in yields of cotton,
wheat and rice was attributed mainly to NIAB-78, MNH-129 and
SHAHEEN variety of Cotton, Rice Basmati 385 and Punjab and Faisalabad-
85 of Wheat.!5 These varleties give significantly higher yields than other
varieties. The consumption of improved seeds has been gradually rising
as shown In table-VII,

Table- VII
Consumption of improved Seeds

YEAR IMPROVED SEED INDEX
(000) TONNES * 1982-83
=100
1982-83 70.30
; 100
:223-54 75.60 115
1&;32‘35 86.39 123
laas:ag ;3'83 il
1987-88 137.00 }32
Source-._

Government. of~ Paki
Islamabad, 1988; po7 Boonetinto. Burver.. ok . akiasep, (1961;58,
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In order to Inerense (ha availability ofimproved  sceds  In  future
four seed processing plants with an annual capacity of 122 thousand tonnes
seed have been catnl)llnhml.m Of these one ench at Khanewal, Sakrond,

Rohim Yar Khon and Sahiwal ore functioning In proper woy.
Plant Protection

Henvy losses have occurred In ogricultural sector due to pests and
diseases;. Thus it needs preventlve and curative measures to protect plants

from diseases. These measure consist of ground and aerlal spraying against
the attack of pests.

Table~ VII
Plant Protectlon

YEAR AREA SPRAYED INDEX YEAR AREA INDEX

MILLION . HECTARES 1982-83 SPRAYED
=100 (000)
HECTARES
1982-83 1.830 100 1985-86  2.50 137
1983-84 2.929 ! 160 1986-87 2.14 117
1984-85 2,992 163 1987-88 3.00 164
(E)
Source: I.Government of Pakistan, Agricultural Statistics of Pakistan,

1985, lslamabad, 1986, p.108

2. Government of Pakistan, Economlc Survey 1985-86, Islamabad,
1988, p.56.

3. Government of Pakistan, Economic Survey 1987-88, Islamabad,
‘1988, p.97.
Table-VIIl gives detalls of area covered by aerial ard ground
operations during the Sixth Five Year Plan period.

In this regard free plant protection services were provided till the
sixties. Late In the seventies only 25 per cent of cost of pesticides was
chnrged.” Aerial operatlons were, however, conducted free of charge.
According to the National Agricultural Pollcy of 1980, the Government
abolished the free systems of aerlal spraying on crops invthe provinces
of Punjab, Sindh, and nwrp, 18 Supply and distributional work was completely
transferred to private sector to get rid of malpractices in the system.19
Howez\g:r, In Balochistan these services are still being provided free of
cost, Aerlal spraying In sultable areas of Punjab, Sindh and NWFP are
belng n::urrled2 out by government on payment of cest of pesticides by the
beneficlaries.
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Table- IX
Import of Pesticldes
i e e e T e e e e e gt St ~r1—"'“——“——-'—l—U-E—'——-
YE? UANTITY INDEX  VALUE ~YEAR — QY. INDEX VAL
ki _Q(DON 1982-83 IY:MILKN) (000) 1982-83  (MILLION)
TONNES = |0 RS. TONNES = 100 RS.

1082-83  BB60.3 100 396.71 1985-86 14903.0 168 1416,81
1983-84 10662.5 120 685.84 1986-87 15815.0 178 161921
1984-85 15889.2 179 1196.62 1987-88 16407.0 185 Not Avallable

Swrce:  Govemment of Pakistan, Economic Survey 1987-88, Islamabad,
1988, p.98 and Statlstical Section p.38.

Mechanisation

The production of crops involves numerous activitles Including
the preparation of land, sowing , weeding, spraying, thinning-and harvesting.
To conduct these operations In time, with speed and efficlency, the process
of  selective mechanisation Is being properly encouraged. Thus, tractors,
reapers, transplanters, corsbine harvesters and \power tillers are being utilised
in agricultural sector regularly for lncreaslhg the production. To provide
mechanisation facllitles to the cultivators five tractor manufacturing units
have been established In the country but these have not so far been able
to meet the requirements of the q:oumry22 With the result the country
Imported tractors during Sixth Five Year Plan.

Table- X
Number of Imported Tractors

YEAR TRACTORS INDEX ER TRACTORS INDEX

1982-83 1982-83

= 100
1992-83 22,147 100 1985-86 24815 112
1983-84 27,279 123 1086-87 22241 100
1984-85 28,141 127 1987-88 24000 108

(E)

Saurce: Government of Pakistan, Economic Survey 1987-88, Islamabad,

1988, Statistlcal Sectlons, p.27.
Economic Environment
1) Price Policy and Price Incentives

Low Income smoll farmers have been neglected In the past develop-
ment plans and programmes, This has affected the country's overall agricul-
tural productivity, According to the 1980 Agricultural Census, low Income
small formers with less than 5 hectares own about 74 percent of the total
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farms In the coun(ry.” There had been anlways Imbalance between input
and output prices with the result that the small cultlvators could not get
benefit out of it. To avald this the prices of different ogricultural products
are being flxed by the Agricultural Prices Commission taking Into account
varfous factors Influencing prices, particularly cost of production, Import
and export parity prices and comparative advantage of competing Crops.
the purpose of support price policy is to provide enough Incentlves to the
growers for increasing their production and productivity. It also acts as
mechanism to ensure minimum guaranteed prices to the farmers. The
procurement prices have increased considerably during the Sixth Five Year

Plan period. Cropwise position is given In Table- XI.

Table- XI .
Procurement/ Support Prices (Rs.per 40 Kgs}

CROP VARIETIES 1982-83 1983-84 1984-85 1985-86 1986-87 1987-88
+ I Ra, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
1. Wheat 64.00 64.00 70.00 80.00 80.00 82.50
2. Rice (Clean F.A.Q)
a. Basmati 154.00 157.00 160,00 175.00 204.00 250.00
b. Irri-6 80,00 83.00 83.00 86.50 86,50 89.00
3. Rice Paddy -
a. Basmati 88.00  90.00 90.00 93.00 102.00 130.00
b. Irri-6 49.00 51.00 51.00 53.00 53.00 55.00

4. Seed Cotton (Phuttf)

a. Desi 168.00 169.00 169.50 173.50 173.50 173.50
b. AC 134, NT 175.00 178.00 181.00 185.00 185.00 185.00
c. B557 & 49 F 183.00 186.00 189.00 193.00 193.00 193.00

d. Sarmast. Qalandari 197.00 200,00 203.00 201'.00.207.00 207.00
Detapine MS 39-40

5. Sugarcane (at Factory Rate)

a. Sindh 9.81  9.81 9.81 9.81 11.95 11.95
b. Punjab 9.65  9.65 9.65 9.65 11.79 11.79
c. NWFP 9.38 9,38 9.38 9.8  11.52 11.52

Source: Government of Pakistan, Economic Survey 1987-
1988, Statistical Sectlon, pp.45-46. ol R et

It Is evident from Table-XI that due to increase in support price
the growers have been beneflted. .
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i) Agricultural Credit

In view of the large number of small farmers In the country us
well as expanding demand for modern agricultural inputs, the credit
requitements are increasing ropldly In the country. To meet the rising deman
for credit a liberal credit policy was belng pursued during the planned period
and in its pursunnce, the following steps were taken:

i} Walver of interest on credit to small land holders.
] Simplification of loaning procedures.

i) Effective implementation of the Pass Book System.
iv) Greater concessions to cooperatives.

V) Faster expansion of supervised credit scheme.

vi) Periodic increase in loan limits on surety.

vii) Stipulation that ADBP should allocate a major portion of development
loans to small farmers.

As a result of these measures, disbursement of credit increased
considerably as indicated in Table- XII ,

Table- XII
Distribution of Credit

(Rs. In Million)

YEAR ADBP  TACCAVI  COOPERATIVES COMMER- TOTAL
CIAL BANKS

1962-83 210.44 269 1320.93 2680.89 6314.95

1983-84 3131.67  9.30 1449.89 4088.70 8679.56
1984-85 4168.00 - 1567.60 3909.00 9674.00
1985-86 5307.87 - 2048.58 5791.00 13147.45
1986-87 5350.75 - 2494.75 7313.40 15158.90
1987-88 2746.74 - 2133.00 5079.20 9958.94

(July-Dec:)

Source:  Government of Paklsmn. Economic Survey 1987-88, 1s|nmab;\d 1988,
Statistical Sectlon, p,37.

Besides normal loans, interest free loans are also given to small
fermers with less than' 5,06 hectares of land.2> The loans are meant for
Me purchase of seed, fertilizer, pesticldes and hand sprayers. The limit of
Beh loans has been rafsed from Rs.10,0004 to Rs:12,000/2° The disbursed

!
oune durlng the planned perlod are given in Table-X111
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Table- XIN
Interest Free Loans

YFAR AMOUNT ( MILLION RS.)
1983-84 2884.00

1984-85 3403.00

1985-86 4537.55

1986-87 6384.99

1987-88 2806.65

(July-Dec:)

Swrce: 1.Government of Pakistan, Economic Survey 1985-86, Islamabad, 1986,
p-58.

2.Government of Pakistan, Economic Survey 1987-88, Islamabad, 1988,
p-101.

It is evident from Table-XIIl that more credit facilities were extended

to small farmers under the scheme of interest free loans.
Agricultural Marketing

Absence of facilities for marketing are considered constraints on
agricultural production. The growers and consumers suffer at the hands of
middlemen in any imperfect marketing system. So, government has expanded
the system of reguloted markets in the country to safeguard the interest
of both the growers and the consumers. In order to ensure fair return to
fonmersy, Agricultural Marketing Supplies Limited and PASSCC make bulk purchase
directly from the growers at flxed prices of the commodities and make them
payment on the spot.21 This marketing mechanism on the one hand ensures
the minimum price worked out by the Agricultural Prices Commission (APCOM)
to the furmers and, on the other, the consumers are benefited by
stabilization of prices in the country. PASSCO also assists the government
In procurement and maintaining buffer stocks of wheat und other less perishable
commoditles. Cotton Export Corporation and Rice Export Corporation are
concentrating on the export of cotton and rice In order to fetch more forelgn
exchange In the country,

Storage

The efflclency of extenslve muarketing system depends to a great extent
on adequate storage [ocllitles. Lack of storage capacity could greatly slow
down buylng and procurement actlvities and consequently the storage problem
|s shifted to the farmers where the majority does not have the space to  store
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the produce in their homes and Is thus left in the fields or improperly stored,
subjecting . the produce to deterloration and thereby causing reduction in
the value of the product. The government and private sector had taken steps
to improve storage capacity. Introduction of National Logistic Cell has helped
improve the situation through direct c;gns:ruction of storages as well as
transporting commodities to up country.” During 1987-88 grain storage
sllos of 50,000 tonnes capacity each at Karachi and Falsalabad were to be

completed by NLC.ao

The USAID will pfovide Rs.0210 million to PASSCO for the repair
and maintenance of foodgrain godowns constructed five years ago all over
the Col-ll'lll'y.:“ The PASSCO will complete the repair Jwork of 750,000 tonnes
capacity godowns by IQQO.JZIThe storage capacity which was 4234 thousand
tonnes in 1982-83 rose to 5644 thousand tonnes by the end of 1986-87 showing
an increase of 33 per cent.ss This increase would not be sufficient to store
the entire available stocks resulting in 10 to 15 per cent loss of commod!tles.M
To overcome shortage in storage capacity in the country one million tonnes
additional storage capacity would be created by the Public Sector.35 In

addition to this, the Private Sector would have to come forward for creating
further additional capacity of 850 thousand tonnes to meet the ever rising
rec‘]uiremenm.:":i

Research and Education

To sustain growth rate in agricultural se:émr, research, education and
extension services need to be strengthened and streamlined. In agricultural
research prioritles are to be given to devélopment programme. New high vyield,
disease resistant and fertilizer responslve varieties of seeds suited to local
conditions are developed for various crops through continued research activities® 37
The Pakistan Agricultural Research Council is responsible for the coordination
and promotion of sclentific research and allied fields. During 1985-86, 13
wheat, Il malze, ¢ soyabeen, 7 rice, 4 each of sunflower and lentil, 3 each
of green gram and sorghum and one each of ground-nut and safflower varieties
have been higher by 25 to 100 per cent, 38 The introduction of cotton varieties
Niab-78, MNH-93, CIM-70 and SLH-41 increased’ output per hectare from 364
kg In 1982-83 to 590 kg In 1987-88, with

o the. result that cotton revenue
Increased."”

As regards agricultural education,

the ‘agricultural universities, and
the educatlon and training

Institutions were expanded to meet the growing
needs of technlcal manpower, These Institutions produced +1084 B.Sc,
562 M.Sc and 6 Ph.D scholars In 1985-86, 955 B.Sc., 808 M.Sc., 12 M.Phil

snd one PR (n 1086-87, and 1936 BSc,, 1098 ‘MiSc.,’ 36 M.PHI ‘stid 30 -PhDe.in
1987-88,4¢ o '
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Besides this, slx agricultural Institutes located in different provinces are

impurting pre-service ‘and In-service training ‘to agricultural extension stuff
4

and farmers.

The Sixth Flve Year Plan lald exphasls on strengthening and reorganisation
of Agricultural extenslon serylces on scientific “basis, The pro_ramme was
being refined through T&V (Training and Vistt) Sys:ern.42 Under this programme,
workers of the extension services, pald regular visits to the rural areas and
met the farmers In group. The growers were englightened with the latest
techniques and methods of farming. The T&V System has so far been ln‘roduu:
in 7 districts of Sindh and the whole of I-"unlab./l In Balochistan the system
is being introduced in four districts. Special emphasis has been given to the
development of Barani areas through special schemes like maximisation of

groundnut production and establishment of nurseries, 45

For the foreign analysis it is observed that various inputs were used
In agricultural sector during the Sixth Five Year Plan for achieving the target
of food grains (21.795 million tonnes) a8 ta become self-sufficient in food,
but against the target 17.773 million tonnes were achieved with the result
3.909 million tonnes wheat were impurted'” which created burden upon the
balance of payments.

CONCLUSION

The Planning Commission gave priority to agricultural sector during
the Sixth Five Year Plan (1983-88). It allocated Rs.12.25 billion for the
development of agriculture which aimed to fix the target of food grains
21.795 million tonnes and overall growth rate 4.9 per cent. In this regard
various inputs were utilized such as water availability rose at the rate of
11 per cent, fertilizer consumption increased from 1243.60 thousand tonnes
to 1753 thousand tonnes, improved seed utilised from 70.30 thousand tonnes
to 137 thousand tonnes, ground and uarial spraying services were extended
from 1.83 milllon hectares to 3 milllon hectures, number of tractors increased
at the average rate of 12 per cent, price Incentives, interest free loans to
small farmers upto Rs.12,000/-3storage, research and education facilities were
also extended for achleving the required target fixed by the Planning
Commissfon. The major crops such as wheat increased at a little rate, rice
could not achleve the position of 1982-83, the total output of sugarcane
decreased from 32.533 mlilllon tonnes in 1982-83 to 31.239 million tonnes in
1987-88, but only the production of cotton rose from. 4.844 million bales in
1982-83 to 8.900 million bales in 1987-88 and nlso per hectare yield increased
from 364 kllograms to 590 kilograms.
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The overall development in ogriculture sector was. achleved nr' the
rate of 3.7 per cent during the Sixth Five Year Plan as against the target
of 4.9 per cent. Simultaneously the food gralns target 21.795 million tonnes
could not be achieved with the result that 3.909 million tonnes of wheat were

imported to meet the requirements of the country.
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