MIAN NOOR MUHAMMAD KALHORQ’S RULE IN SIND
AND ITS IMPACT ON SINDHI SOCIETY (1719-1753).

Lal Bakhsh Jiskani

After the fall of Thatta in 1520 A.D., the last Sindhi King Jam
Feroz of Samma dynasty lost crown of Sind and consequently the
country went into foreign hands viz Arghun dynasty (1520-1555)
which was followed by Tarkhans dynasty (1555-1591) and Mughals
(1591-1737) A.D. respectively. The ruling span of these three dynas-
ties was more than two centuries, and during this period people of
Sind underwent a worst type of Colonial rule and thus all the social
institutions were destroyed by the rulers. Such were the conditions
under which various tribes of Sind, which included Dhareja, Sameja,
Mangneja, Channa, Panhwar, Jatoi, Sodha, Sindhi-Baloch and many
other Muslim and Hindu tribes united themselves on one platform
and raised their arms against alien rule.l
After a long and gruesome interval, Kalhoro being native of
Sind first appeared as ruling dynasty on the political arena of Sind at
the dawn of eighteenth century, “Kalhoros acquired a reputation for
sanctity, indicated by the title Mian, and wielded themselves with
spiritual authority.”2  In fact they first appeared in the affairs of
the country some time in the middle of eighteenth century, they
were appointed Governors or Viceroys in 1701 and finally they
seized total power in 1737. The long political struggle of dynasty
alongwith the common people of Sind can be traced back with the
name of Amir Muhammad Channe Khan (d. 1220) who enjoyed
power and prestige in the court of Multan during the reign of Ghas-
nlavid and thur dynasty. 3, The next prominent person in the
tl;eiggogi A;mx:hMuhar_nm_ad Channe was Mian Adam Shah Kalhoro.
feer: on ! her:y uzegegtl;mmg Kglhor_o.? were believed mendicant and
leaders, especially in th dpreac religion and had become spiritual
and fame to d yn1 t © ."gs of Mian Adam Shsh who broug
Shah had wealtsl: asg’ with large number of disciples.
HBGE Sind. 300 and greed, tl}erefore, he purchased h
and settled down in Chandka Pargana, thus he wielded

much influence as prominent landlord iri
(B o ] ord as well as spiritual leader

ht name
Mian Adam
uge lands in
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At that time the great Mughal, Akbar was not happy with Mirza
Jani Baig, the ruler of Sind, and therefore, he assigned an important
task to Abdul Rahim Khan-e-Khenan, his army commander. Khan-e-
Khanan came to Sind and stayed at Bukhar where he hear‘d abo.ut
Mian Adam Shah, he went to this mysterious man and asked him
that he intended to invade Sind, if Mian Adam Shah wou!d “help
him in achieving his goal, and in return he will be pleased with good
reward.” ®  Later on Sind was conguered and annexed with Mughal
Empire in 1591 A.D. and Mian Adam Shah, a traditional Pir of Sind,
veceived fertile lands in Chandke Pargana (old name of present
Larkana District in Sind) as a reward for his traitorous act. The old
and new masters of Sind were equally tyrant in nature and character.
History will never forget the betrayal of Mian Adam Shah in helping
invaders, who showed more wickedness, increased the misery of the
people and committed perpetual massacre on the common people
of Sind.

The rising influence of Mian Adam Shah and his involvement in
religion and politics agitated minds of the alien rulers and very soon
on the orders of Governor of Multan, he was eliminated. Mian Shah
Ali Kalhoro, another survival of the family was also found involved
in politics, therefore, he was also assassinated by the Governor of
Bukhar. Mian Naseer Muhammad was the first person in the family
who continuously fought desperate battles for more than three
decades against alien rulers in a well-organized manner and as a
result he took control of some more parts of Sind, 6 After the
death of Mian Naseer Muhammad, his son, Mian Din Muhammad
Kalhoro fought with Moizuddin Jahandar Shah, a grand son of
At_irangzeb and Go_vgmor of Mulian. He extended his territories and
gained enough political power. Now it became evident to the Mughal
rt}lers that Kalhoro family was rising as a rival political power in
Sind, and posed a potent threat to the Mughal rule in Sind. They
oni e oy wh e o D M st i
not shake the dete::nin ’ pffey}ot e Mughals but even then it did
rulags, 'With £ull ation of Kalhoros to grab power from alien
rulers. With full support of the people of Sind the family continued
its struggle under the leadership of Mian Yar Muhammad, wh
ded his slain brother Mian Din Muh i e
ruled more or less half of the S ammad. Mian Yar Mohammad

he Sind for about eighteen years, and died

in 1718 A.D, and wa Nk .
Muhammad Kathoro. s Succeeded by his 1l‘lllStr10us son Mian Noor
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Mian Noor Muhammad Kalhoro was en.throned on 13th l\_Iovem-
ber, 1719 as neiw ruler of Sind. Very little is known about his early
life. it is believed that he was born about 1680 A.D. 7  Hereceived .
traciitional education under the supervision of his father, Mian Yar
Muhammad. Mian Noor Muhammad was crown prlnce,qther?fore, he
had received best education and his long association with his father,
Mian Yar Mubammad, who gathered, or better say got freed, most
part of Sind bit by bit. Mian Noor Muhammad held comn‘xand' of
many war fronts and fought many fierce battles during the life time
of his father. More experienced and matured he had great insight in
foreign policy, War strategy and militarism. Thus Mian Noor Muham-
mad took reign of Sind at an appropriate time, when he was groomed
enough to run the affairs of the kingdom. He proved himself an able
administrator and tackled the affairs of the country with ease and
confidence. Let it be borne in mind that the Sindhi society was then
passing through a critical period. Political chaos, lawlessness, and
social disorder prevailed all around. Agriculture, the main stay of the
people of Sind, as well as other sources of their livelihood, were
completely destroyed during the alien rule. Not only economic and
political institutions but even the family institution was badly affec-
ted by the perpetual tyranny of the alien rulers, The peasantry class
had abandoned their villages, farmsteads, houses to seek refuge
elsewhere in order to fight against tyranny and tyrant. 8 . Mian
Noor Muhammad realized the misery of the people and attributed it
to the singular fact that people of Sind had been trampled under the
feet of aliens. Therefore, the foremost task he set for himself to
rebuild Sindhi Society and restore confidence among its people, With
this object in view he changed his attitude towards his subjects and
saw to it that whatever he did had a soothing effect on them. The
way he galvanized the people of Sind and prepared them for bring-
ing about a definite change in the country was a great achievement.

In fact, “Mian Yar Muhammad Kalhoro may be regarded the
real fognder of the Kalhoro dynasty.”” 9 He took control some parts
of Shikarpur, Kandyar.o, Larkano and Sivi (Sibi) and in addition an
area between Indus River and Nare obtained from Aurangzeb and
therefore, he had right to call himself Khudayar Khan, and thus he
;ll_m‘;n;:g strong hold in upper Sind. I_mmed}ately after taking reign of

nd Mian Nooy Muhammad 'made his allegiance to Emperor Muham-
I;aardKShf;:’L!h xg in retan recewe_d,.hke hlS. father, the title of Khuda-
plans in mind tg f:)z:ozmce }?f Slw's-ta-n' M{GH Noor Muhammad had
pture the remaining Sind also but was prevented
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: i he ruler of Kalat and Daudpotras
e conflicts :1”:1?5 ltate father. 10 Mian Noor Muham.
ikarpur, the strongest t}xlc?ld cg Daud-

5 - ener:
potras, with 60,000 soldiers under thedc%m'tgaigkgif Ilr? the bﬁtﬁi
namely Shah Baharo, Murad Kalery al”f a) S o p
heavy losses were suffered by both parties, mpRmL e pone® ::(c):ans (c)llr
peace were accepted by both parties and thus war was sd pped.
As the matter was not fully resolved war broke out again and imme=
diately one more battle was fought between the two, _m Wthh-
Shikarpur and Khanpur came under the control of Mian Noor
Muhammad. 11 .

The chief of Kalat, Abdullah Khan who claimd himself ““falcon
of Mountains”, after violating peace treaty had attacked on Kachhi
an area under Sindhi territories. The battle between Sindhi forces
and Balouchi forces were fought at a place known as Jandari (present
Khanpur) in which Abdullah Khan the ruler of Kalat was killed. 12
At that moment if Mian Noor Muhammad had wanted to take con-
trol of Kalat he could have done it easily but he did not. It was
simplicity and sincerity of Mian Noor Muhammad because he respec-
ted Baluch's of Kalat as they were also rulers and happened to
be living in the immediate neighbourhood. It evidently shows that
Mian Noor Muhammad was a man of great character and did not
believe in land grabbing or expansionism. Very soon Mian Noor
Muhammad was appointed as Governor of Thatta by the Court of
Delhi, and later on he also occupied province of Bakhar, then the
strongest fort of Sind, in 1736 A.D. By this time Noor Muhammad
became virtually the ruler of the whole Sind. Upper and lower, from
the desert of the east to the rocky hills of the west, including terri-
tories of formetj Bahawalpur state. 13 The unification of Sind
was result of Mw_n _Noor Muhammad’s sagacity. His military organ-
ization was so effl?lent that‘ colonial rule of more than two centuries
gryl;ﬁliida:gfzirlt and IS‘"d was once again reunited under his
s e ageous eadership. The total emancipation of the
- g'fg omen for the future of Sind. For this purpose

ndous sacrifices were offered by the common people of Sind
alongwith Kalhoro dynasty. The achievement of thi le ¢
added further prestige to Mian Noor Muh ’ s noble cause

. or Muhammad’s name,
‘Al]egatxor‘ls were made against Mian Noor Muhammad that he
was involved in the assassination of Makhdo
Khura, a prominent relig] om Abdul Rehman of
: glous leader of upper Sind. All these allega-
tions were false. It may be mentiond h nd. es.e g
ere that, first of all Mian Noor

from it by th '
which he had inherited fro
mad was forced to attack on Sh
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himself descended from religious family and he always
ous scholars and men of letters in great esteem. Had he
er involved in the murder of Makhdoom Muham-
of the deceased, would not have accepted
ted to him by Mian Noor Muhammad in

Muhammad
held all religi
been in any maunn
madi, the elder son
Jagirs (hugc-lands) gran

different parts of Sind. 14 ) o .
Mian Noor Muhammad was busy 1n consolidating his power,

when Nadar Shah, on his return from India, and way back to Iran
invaded Sind. On hearing of this sudden attack, Mian Noor Muham-
mad left Khudabad and fled away to the desert of Thar, where he
put himself in the fort of Umerkot. Nadir chased him and reached
Umerkot where he accepted defeat. Asa result Mian Noor Muhammad
paid 10 million cash and promised to pay 2 million as an annual tri-
bute and made his allegiance to the Court of Persia. Nadir Shah took
away two sons of Mian Noor Muhammad as hostages to the Court
of Persia where they remained till the assassination of Nadir Shah in
1747 A.D. It may be mentioned here that Mian Yar Muhammad and
his son Mian Noor Muhammad through a relentless struggle had, after
a long time reunited Sind in its original form and shape. Now, with one
blow: of the tyrant, once again, the unity and cohesion of the
country was shattered. Nadir Shah in his attack on Sind, looted or
burnt invaluable goods and killed hundreds of thousands innocent
people of Sind. He took with him books from Royal Court of Sind
to Persia.! B Thus Sind lost its rare books for ever. Mian Noor Muham-
mad showed cowardice and committed henious crime by running
away to the desert. ‘HaAd he stayed in his capital and faced the enemy
z::tt:s ;(;;rgfeTak?; icilix;l::vy,sm;y bfe} pe?iple would not have met such a
the Persian'Conqueror N l[f; ‘Shah, 1 aletbiﬂ l?low -t
. ! . Nadir Shah, in which it once again lost its
§overe1gnty and independence. Nadir Shah decided to divide Sind
into three parts viz Sibi and Kaghhi which were given to rulers of
Kalat as a blood money for the slain ruler Abdullah Khan, Shik
was awarded to Daudpotras and rest of Sind to Mian No’orM a;PW
:ini;i‘tgg}rl:ts the C‘:i““tl'y suffered a national tragedy which ledutoaxir's;
sintegration and resulted in spreading chaos. and lawl i
Sindhi Society. Mian Noor Muhammad first restored o o o
in the country and then fought with the rulersso(f)rfhelaw and order
? states loc
in the Indus delta country, say Dahar Raja,Jam of Kakarala a:r?g

Fort of Kanji. He won thes
4 . e b . - .
1455 supternoy, 18 attles and once again established his
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{er the assassination of Nadir Shaht: t?;;(;:;sv:hfe:glgg Ns(’r
M\lha:}fmof:d rotlumo(l safely Il'rorg dﬂ}?(lgo;lru h(;m rria where i s}{{h':ﬂ
i captivity for a 1ong ime. i
:‘fil‘nl:l““u] crown prince and Mian Noolr fl:h;{h:brlrzlr:;;ld ,(:::]e?e:ver
§ lf sovernment. to him and himself le hud ired
e 150 life. He ars of his hfedat: Mtthlhammad'
from active hfe. He ! n HEG R MEP
abad. another capital bui h was 1 p

district of Nawabshah.

After the death of Nad
Shah Durrani who claimed pa
kingdom. He forced Mian Noor

spent last four ye
It by him whic

ir Shah he was succeeded by Ahmed
ts of Persie and Afghanistan as his
Muhammad to pay tribute to Kabul.

Fore 3 mad avoided its payment. After.sometime he
;‘l'\:;at;(zgr tgl ualtlgzk Sind to extract the tribute. Finally Ahmed
Shah invaded Sind and stayed at Siwistan in 1753 to collect the
tribute. Mian Noor Muhammad again fled away to the desert of
Thar, where he died on 9th December, 1753 and was laid to rest in
Muhammadabad.

The people of Sind had welcomed Kalhoros as and they were
the first among the Sindhi dynasties to wield permanent power since
the fall of Semma in 1520 A.D. It may be noted here that Samma
was the Sindhi dynasty which built Thatta and ruled Sind for two
hundred and thirty years before the invasion of Arghun and Tar-
khans from Central Asia. Kalhoro rule had therefore some elements
of popularity at grassroots level in the countryside, especially during
the reign of Mian Noor Muhammad who was held in great esteem
by the people.

It may be mentioned here that alien rulers imposed an econo-
mic system in Sind which tended to exploit the Sindhi society. 17
It_;lausgd a great set back to the economic conditions of Sind, espe-
f:org’ ito ;t‘s’eagll'o-btased economy. The wide spread poverty resulting
cattle lif%i.ng mile'aco m?y iocml .ev1lls, say .ttht' robbery, murder,
bery was co,mpmony :md other criminal activities. As highway rob-
This phenomenon (io(;ane tand COmmerceAcould o flomrish, 1>S .
nals, on the contrary “tﬁe SUgg.eSt that Sindhis \Yel'e habituql crimi-
importance of env‘u:o’nment:locmloglc‘al perspec_twe emp_has_l@s ﬂ;'e‘
intemnal state and gup factor. in determining an individuals
“Depressive gtates sequent behaviour.” It further .suggest that.
to function las breiflitr?rtntom un.em?l(’yment. Men who are una_ble
identity i o 1s, which is a crucial basis of maseuline

Y In our society, wil] SEHer of
self-worth and wi) disp,[a perience unemployment as a loss 0
¥ depressive symptom. “(as well as anger)-
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The cure is not more mental health clinics but more jobs for um-
employed,™ 19 However, Mian Noor Muhammad gave priority to
law and order situation, improved administration of the provinces
and gave special atiention to agriculture and excavated many canals,
as Kalhoros were great canal builders. Thus crime rate was reduced
and peasantry made concentration on agriculture. Highways and
water-ways being safe and sound, and agriculture greatly improved,
trade and commerce of Sind also flourished. 20 Mian Noor
aMuhammad put his country on the road to progress and prosperity.
Henry Pottenger, who was a member of the British Mission to Sind
in 1809, has given a vivid account of the conditions of Sind during
the reign of Mian Noor Muhammad. It shows the prosperity of
Thatta, the largest river port and commercial emporium of lower
Sind. He says that “Even so recently, as the period of Nadir Shah
visiting Thatta on his return from Delhi, it is said there were 40,000
weavers of calico and loongees in that city and artisans of every other
class and description to the number of 20,000 more, exclusive of
bankers, money changers shop-keepers and sellers of grain, who were
estimated at 60,000 more”, 21

The social and cultural miliue during the reign of Mian Noor
Muhammad was also very impressive. Mian Noor Muhammad Kal-
horo was also contemporary of Shah Abdul Latif of Bhit (1689-
1752), Shah Abdul Latif is the poet par-excellence of Sind and
Sindhi language. Through his poetry he has opened new vistas on
Sindhi language and literature, especially on poetry. The poet, real-
izing the agony of the people during the colonial rule, had expressed
in his poetry the visionary ideas of sovereign and independent Sind.
Through collective struggle Mian Noor Muhammad changed the
dream of the great poet into reality. Mir Ali Sher Qa'ana (1727-
1788) A.D, the first Sindhi historian also lived during the reign of
Mian Noor Muhammad. He was author of more than 42 books on
different aspects of Sind. Historians like Shavakram Attarad, Munshi
Abdul Rauf, Bagh Ali Khaif and poets like Mohsan Thattevi and
many others were patronized by the Royal Court. All these promi-
nent literary figures use to participate in the literary discussions at
the court of Mian Noor Muhammad regularly. Renowned religious
scholars, such as Makhdoom Muhammad Moin Thattavi (a friend of
Shah Abdul Latif of Bhit) and Makhdoom Muhammad Hashim
Thattavi also lived in this period and imparted Islamic education and
gave guidance to the people of Sind,
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- imself a scholar and had copieq
Mian Noor Muhtnmm('ld ::lil(z:lgvuy by Nadir Shah and ispStiu
the Holy Quran, which wilS o Munshoor-u -Wasiat in Persign
preserved in fran. He _ulsp msr {he man who possessed more virtues
Janguage which gives insight 0
than \‘\]cu'l;nr:ﬁsgi: Muhammad Kalhoro, who ruled Sim_l for abgut 35
S “A ‘1:115 a man of iron will, His name deserves spf:qa] meqtlon for
i\"\tl?(’(;t‘ivl: administration and deep knowledge of military science. It
goos to his eternal credit that he wﬂg?d war aga;lnstdthe _ﬁ:e}? rulers
through collective struggle, People of Sind joined hands with him and
ousted invaders and alien rulers and succeeded in achieving national
liberation. Unfortunately he could not preserve the hard feaxned
freedom of the country for long due to the blunders which he
committed during the invasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmed Shah
Durrani. He, however, deserves full credit for standing firmly against
enemy alongwith the common people of Sind whom he gathered at
the time of distress. He thereby proved that he had the qualities of a
people’s leader, His long reign is remarkable not only for unifying
the country but bringing unity and cohesion among the people of
Sind. His outstanding achievements include building of the grand
irrigation system, improvement of agriculture and economic better-
ment of Sindhi Society. During his reign there was a remarkable
change in the quality of life and people lived in peace and harmony.

A.fLer a long time the common man in Sind felt a sigh of relief and
Sindhi Society as a whole got a new lease of life.
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