An Outline History of Journalism
in Sind

SHAIEN AZIZ

The printing und Mewspaper Inismalam in Sind, as it siacds
today, may have atiaifed s commendable esteem, but lis History s
eny other socisl mspect of life, has swrvived through plonty of
Eplendid and sorrowlfol cosis cuigenia,

Lookisg 1o it specifically through the procsss of histeskeal
developmens, the stary of Sind's Press fs basically dssociated with
the pofitical conditbons, eosmmsfearion medis asd  introdiction of
mew teehmiology.  In this comcent, ke histoey of pross in Sind, draws
its origin from the Moghial period In 1018 cemtary whon Persaan
was official lnsgoage of thé sab-connnent. Drering these days few
officials of the Moghal courls dictated reporis fo copyisas which
were thEn sémt to -d:'l'h_'nrqt Il'r:.l of the coaniry for imfofmalion &o<d
cirmplianee; The proceds, an feg, had mo other utilitarian parpose
cacepl b0 somminicie the policles ond  proclamatbord  of  the
authority.

Sind's early josrnalizm |8 mherest of chis process dating beck
to the usage of paper. Historical e¥idence iodiciles that Smd had
loag dps bemme familier with the usge of paper i the days of
Muslim migragion  during Eth ceotury. The freqeent visits by
sehinlark froth Samsirkand and Bakhdra I central Asia, Persin and
Afghanistan made il poasible to ealabligh their own iadostry in
Tsthes Valley., *-Thig evidence rteveais that Moghal gmperors ook
keen internst in e':l:lhii:hi:ng: paper Endusiry™,t

larkana, & histerlesl gily en the bank of Indus and & landmark
in the lndus valley civilmation hed few paper ssd pulp faciorics
diripg Maghal dynaity; end an loooms tax of B 8 vo 12 was
tevied en exch urit)! Maolal Shedai, a rencwned scholasr ana
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The luil gueiier of Ml cenlury s 5
aed mechanical mezns of reprodestion o Iiidsi.
unit of papes peoduction 1 Sceramper (fndisk, o® the bank of
Hoogly river in the year 1887, This wai wenduped by DT Willaam
Carry. By ihe year 1900, the aewsgapel industry and hock !!r-:-du-:-
thom Tose to BI,0M faooes apprezimitely, bul fhe CORSUMPLIEN had

gone to about Fh5T4 tonoes befoee 191 Wil War ®

This reflecss 8¢ gradual developmeni jn the grea of printing.
The pestable type of Gutisabesg feached the swbsoalinent in 1674
when the st pristiog press was cstablished im Bomhoy. By 1TTE
Mpdras, and o few years laser (o 1779 Calcutin reseived theip first
peeisas, In 1780, the Bm: Englisk sewspapee Hikky's Bengal Gazette,
adited by Tames Anperied Hikky, wat brought oo,

introdection of printicE
wiih st Tall dcale

The intrpdostion of parighle type revalglionied the pewspaper
production, and wiah thot the Britith awmharity decided to lay bands
on this media, to wwedd oy possible uprising. Bnglisk %icers
Weleasaly {IT95-1305) enacoed a lim called Press Rules 175% w‘hiuz
ootlized roles mad regulatioas [Br Lhe editors and the m.;

The lew requiied every prsster of ke newspaper to primt hi:ﬂml-
13 joform the secreiary shoul tbe neme and addvcises ol the hil.:nz,
gnd publisher, n.:ll. to pablish newspapes on Suadays, and :m :I“l::,;
.n:.;rn;ﬁ:::llx iﬂ_ll'lﬂ the premises of any fpress P:i.l:::ul.
o & higher dulkority, ang its comtravention coull



esult Imto extornment from the cosntry. This implied ccoation of
vensarship ventres. and ¥irisilly such & cenire wai established ai
Caleuitn., T curh b2 teodency of private owneribip of the news.
papers, the East Indin Compony introduced s own Gazeite in 1B
fromy Caleutia,?

Ancther law imposing seore Pesiriclions on DEwspapers wah
enactod in (811, which was later rolazed by Waeesa Hastings, 150
Gaversar General of Dndis, ot a later pericd, Lond Hastings resewed
ssosorship m I81E.

Jam-e-lahan Muma wes brought owi from Calcoita in the yoar
IB22, by Munshi Sads Sukh i the frst Persizn pewspaper. Om
December 18, (833, the British Coversment through another law
called Press Qrdinance, msde it compulsory for the Press-keepers
and mewspapers 1o acqeire a ligenge, without which they could not
print any material or advertisement, a practice in vogue todate, in
o differenl way, This browght & sharp protest from Press-keepers
and powsmen. Action was sought usder the law om a Persan news-
paper *Aerrat el Akhbar', Rajaram Maohanrai, ibe proprictor of
the paper protested 1o no besd and witimately be had to closs the
newspaper after dizsmigsal of bis appesl by the Suprems Court af
Indis. *Calcutta Journsl™ toe filed an appeal in the Saprene Court
but was quickly dismissed with the remarks of the Judgs: * wanld
gay that free peess and the present governinent are Dwo opposite
ahjects, they canood go together”.

This followed a series of newspepers from Caloutts and else:
where, |he prominest smong those being: Shamsul Akbhar editzd by
Raja Musiram Thakur in 182, Akbbar-e-Rampur from Rampur in
1826, Aina-e-Sikandar from Caloutta by Moelvi Simjuddin in 1831,
Agra Akbbar from Agra in 1832 followed by Miah-o-Alam  Afrox
and Zibdut ¢l Akhbar from Calewita in 1833 American missioaury
brougtt owt Akbbar Ludhyana in 1834 from Ludhyama, Sullan ul
Akbbar by Syed Rejob Ali Lakhanavi in [835 and Mebroe-Munir in
1836, These were added by Ahszn ul Akbbar from [Delbi im 1344
and Sadig ol Akhbar and Doorbeen from Calcutta in the yea 18530

Tais briel acosunt seveals 1hal ulithough wery strofuous efforis
wire mades by the English reless to suppeess the meoans of disseminas
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rign of (sformation, an equal Coree was working {0 undo thes hy
the press-kKeepers and medin men. Ie thia dircclios, ihe Baglish
rulers EvER went io pat extra carbs on Persise papere 1o pive i
ro English, 1 disoarnge any chance of spsurgs within the peapic,

As for the mode of printing s concerned, lithograph bad
pecome familiar in the swheontinent. Sind with its lomg-standing
telations with obher parts of the world Bad beoome aware of pormabile
ypE and atber techmeingsal developments but it required practical
applisnee in the linguistic necessity of Sindhi, However, it was Telt
pecessary 10 come closer to 1he latest fechnigue of reprodidtion in

5 :F-ﬂlit! WHY,

The crigin of Joursalizm in Sind dates back to 10t century
deriving its existcnce from ihe early forms of dissemination of news
with ibe approval of authority. Moghal peried reconfs early spstem
of mews feporting in Sind.  Agcording to Hakim Fatsh Muhammad
Behwnni, @A bast 3 newdpapers [rom  Bakhar, Sehwan asd Thaita
were being issued by the respective governors of BMoghsl smpire in
ahoat ¥ A D, These comlaised dady official news reports, COELEE-
menis of Mawabs, administratoss, eousts and ather afficials, Writngs
by eminest posts amd writers were alio ischeded, Very highly
intelligent, responsible and reliable people were appointed. Mir
Abdul Talil Bilgraml and his aephew Mir Ghulam Al Azad, Subb-g-
Marjan, Mie Kiram and Sarwnz Arod were few of the reoowned
repariens during the days of Adumapir and Kalbora dynasey™,*

At Jessd ooe of sech early news-reporting centros has been
peinted out in Sind by historical evidence. Hakim Sehwani was in
possession of few fMles of ‘Wagaey Surkar—e-Sewistun’ {(The events of
Sehwan Provinoe}, He points out suech office of this easly newspaper
cn the hank of Aml river (8 tribotery of Ioduz)t0

Simd was last proviece 8 [mdien  suboosusent io fall b
Beitishers omd ws scon as they znnesed it to Brifish Emplse ia
February, 1843, they begas grouming their policies through all avadl-
abie media, foremost of ihose beimg the press. The rubers wanied
to establish ibeir asthority by discardisg oy atiempt of uprising:
hense the mest effective wey was cossidersd to disallow sny eoms
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Wunsalian i Persian inpage. The administmiive eﬂ:l:nﬂm mads
hy the government, aimed ai that and, It waa due o this Tagt ikl
instend of encouTaging mewspapers I8 native lunguages, Eoglish langisdge
publications wero supported in all respects, KURRACHER ADVER-
TISER was the firl newspaper i ihis regard fa be hl:l.rl.l;h.! FITLN ]
Jamuary 1845, Prioted ot a lithograph press st Karnchi, it wie &
bi-weckly mewspaper, printed &1 Commissicnses Press, Karachi and
was initiated 1w defend the palicies of Sie Cherles Napier, the 'GF_I'I'-'I'"-
wh conguered Sind sed Firsl British Qovernor of Simd. Pract welly
this was the st newspaper of the arek Dow camprisieg Pulkistan,
The coslents of the newspapér weee romd with wbmost care o ke
rest of fudia, ss (& poinied 1o the existenes of some frigtion to
bave developed between Sir Chasles Napier and his fellow Buropeans.
It appesrs that & group of officers did ool Like his polades in Sind
amd & wse due io thiz thai Mapier foomd ecfige a0 REWSRAIpED
cohimns, which he obviceily patronaged.

Citing an exampls of Mapder's speasorssip, British historian
H. T. Lambiick 5875, *eoreew toocs i & very able oBicer who had
pitacked Mpmbay Times. Mz began with a letter signed Omegs, who
was sappossd to be Sir Caarles’ nephew pnd son-in-law, |Bg
collector at Hxderabad™ bE

Mazjor C. B. Quimm, the iecond in commind m Sind efairs,
eonsiders this pres as mouthpiece of she then adsainigiraticn and
names it as Karachi Government Pross.

Escablishment of & scuand peess at Karachi becams healthy
ground for other publications as well. SINDHIAN weas broughe out
us an Eoglish bi-weekly in [B53 with &AW, Strench we ils editor.
The newipaper was flaanced by a group of lesal apd English
EniTEpTEAELTE jeinty. Mr. Barile Frere, Commissiomer of Karechi
toeok keem incerect for i@ prompt oppearnnce, As regards the
gontents of the pewipaper, It skmed ot objeciive reporimg abuoot
Sind affairs 0 sld the sdministmiion n fersmulating their policies.

SIND ROSEID was yol mgother imporlant newspaper of the
subgontinent. Coming oal every Tuseday and Friday, the Bl-weekly
EogHih publicetion was brought osl on June &, 1854, with Joum
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Beiggs &5 itz editer wha Tanmerfy odited Hindhian, Althoegh tha
pepoft on nemspapers, [B1S, 1hai hod soguinad the slalus of as At
Wigwil & Mgl 1% of 1833, oferad more froedom of eapression Tar
all virieana hut it Sgigded Lo become n prebude 10 mewar restricisans,
Fren the man who (nitlabed press Treedom, Sir Charles Metkal
bad o sulTer. 00 dndtisted with & wnilateral deciaion of Sir Cuarlas
Meikall, t9e Governer Oeneral to sorap off all the previous Fress
laws snd enscl 3 comprebensive Press A, which osly laid 4
comdivions including grant of & degloration. In olser words ikin
ect relansd previous restrictions, [n suppost of his action he wiole
thar * ... To kesp Indis wilbis Brigish cmplee, il it in secessary
to keep ladigns sgnomant, then it will be 4 curse for aur Governmearl,
And g osheuld end”, This setion wes diapproved by Beilish throne,
nod he bad b0 resgn as Giovernor General of lmdse.®? Dearing his
tezure the pross was allowed maximem freedom amd a mumhst of
negspapers cume oul, Hiz sueegwsar Lond Aokland 100 emdorsed
his views sboat Press feesdom which allowed public ssreanis also
o owm or edit a oewspaper, i1

The  Indepandence War of |B5T hmomght  fevere represshons
fremm the gpovernmeat aver Indias Presa asd the press of Simd was
ms egcepbion to it. The promolgetion of Press Gagging Act of 1B57
laid more resirictioss orer Ehe printing presses and MNewspapers,
Adibough it wis eollestively resented by tbe press, bur Sind Kossd
sestained dhe flest ane. . The paper itsell termed the law In thess
words: *Mever was o gubeengtorial act more Ul-timed or &l -judgsd
than thai hos placed a tyranmical censorship over the Indian Press™,

Tlc.plpu wirk challamed on the charge of & repart Feom Kotr,
The Magisrate, of course soquitted ihe edifor and pubdisher but with
Ike stsurance from them that they did not intend to creats he

Fmpeseson _“ hes been celeolted. Howevar tha court lwrued a very
ek Waining.

m?ﬂlﬂ‘g’d.. - "P?"Hllﬂlhﬂ with wet another law called Aet
BE7, which implied e peinters of overy prioted matarial
1o prominently peblish ail ihe denils regarding publication and Its
PI'.'I:IFEP ag well us 1he publisher, e requaired EYEry owner of Lhe
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prenting press io maks s declorison bofore printinp any  material
1kt he owned & printisg prase housed §n confined boundarses.

The Sind Kossid afsir gave riss 1o the focling of developing
a free press in the subeoniineni & comeepl which could nod e realized
for & very bong period. However, English press  gained favourehle
grousd ta flouris® through the sears o come. Daily Phoenix, which
war brought put m 1836 by a growp of Ewropean lavestors, was
tramsferred to Jaffer Fadoo, a Joml Eheja in 1E8S whoe comtineed it
us a4 daily newspaper [rom Kamehite Siged Mews war another
English mewsgaper published from ils owm printing prest in 1334,
John Harvey edited this mewspaper.

English mewspaper indesiry wes the need of British rulers fof not
only menmisg the local wdeministration smooihly, but Lo communicate
sdministrative stops taken iz Sind to other parls of Indm. 15 was
thiz whiok made the Commbaionerate and oiber egencies of the
govermment to help esablish a sound Foofed press in the provinoe.
Bul beforo 156y could lend their support to English Press, Persian
newspaperd bad seen their woy izto Sind and few prominent papers
tme out in Korachi, the capitel of Sisd. Even before ime establizn-
ment of it owm nowspapers, Simd wad wsed 1o Persian papers
Being published [eeen Cabeutts and Uedu newspapers from Pusjab.
In i% ¢lise io dhis thal Persiap and Siadbl press takkng perisancheg
im Simd, imhesited ity initial form and swyle from thess sewspapeis.
Mirm Mukhlis Al hed aleeady established & lithographic press ar
Earachl in the year 1B5S, with the purpose of printing & Fersdas
mewapaper *hfafrooh ul Quleol’. Mirda Mubkklis Ali Myshedi, the
Trasi Consal in Karachi, was a very learned writer and jeurnaliac,
whoses wrilisgs were appreciated by oll classes of people. 0 was in
recopnition of this ability that Sir Bartle Frere helped him  found
a peinting presa,

The newspuper puhlished lotost stories from all countries and
it wos a mewspopesr mokntnining very high standand, Moy, it was
aided by the kings and peieces of lran, Turkey, Alghaniitam, India
and Burope and they nppréciated it, which speaks of itsslf about
the styie and high sesibetic valoe. It was considered usefid for thowe
whe lemmt Persian in Indis.



The newspiper was subserived by & wide circle of learoed
peapde of Indis, Afghanistan, Iras and Meddbe Bast, Tts list ar
subsirihers included Miwab Wajid ALl Stah of Oudh, Sulian of
Busal, dbe Croon Prince of [ram, Amir of Afghanistzn, All Shak
Agha Khiw (Pather of Sullas Sir Agha Khin) ssd  kirs af
Khmlipur iz

He was survived by his flusirioes son Mirca Mobammed Shafi
who Look over the pewsgaper in 1877 aed oomtinued to pablish i
till 1883. His broiber Mirzs Muboemad Sadiq. who too being a
talented figure poblished it upta 1930, His expiry =as fallowed by
the take over of his woumger Brother and snother lierary figues in
Mired  Famuily:  Mirg Mebassmod Jafer. Professor of Arbic and
Persian at O, I, Sind Collepe amd fellowr of Boambay University, he
editzd the mewspaper 1ill 1913 when he brosthed his Fist.

Mafroah ul Quissh was supplementsd by ew other newspaosrs
too, box ibe general effect did not serve 1he requirement of averngs
citizen as Bindbl was the lingua ffance of Sind. Wrilten in Deevnagri
segipt (8 Dravidian dislect), it was very difficult to corry the message
for thh fali¥es ond ol the samé time serve as fecdback., The
Britishere ol thooght thal encourspement of Persian langaage,
particulurly through mewspapers, can help any uprising spaicst the
POVErDMENT B5 it Wii a common lamguage of Afghasistan, Iran,
Baluchistan and e of 188 eoacin] areas. 0t was therefore thioughs
proper to promate Sindhi langoage 1o replace Peesinn, which abso
envisaged U eafn goodwill from the people of Siod. Sir Barchs
Frure todk the inicharive, Throwgh an onder in 1851 i was made
compalsory for all poblie servamts (o pass on examination in
colloguial Sindni. Besides efforts weee made to adopt some seripe
For Sindhi acceplable to mojerity of the population. Sir Richard
Blirton, b English bfficer who had develpped knawledge of Sindi
and Captuain Stack, ai orlbfuallit, wees of the ides of sdopting
Ardbic seript while 1_‘.‘ll Hilrdu sepmant cpposed it as nceanding o
thid it would pul extra burden vver them to Tearn twd ecripts.
The Bnglikh adminimrdtors, considering Arabic geript as nearsr to
Porslan and Muslim majority, Tavoursd Ardbis seript, The row
finally emded ®ith the decision of the Court of Direciors of East
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Tndia company 1o encourkge Atabic style and allewsd an amouwnt
of Rz, 0003 for its infeoduciion and promotion as medlum  of
LB BT TR PRT

Following the verdict, Mr. Frere with the assistance of Mr.
ilater Hir Hasrow! Ellis nnid some Sindhi scholars, deviied an
wlphabet extending the I9 Ambic betles to 52, whioh wes printed and
1sised im July, L8433, wfer which the preparation of scheol books
by transtation from Persian, Urdu, Momiki, Gujieil weni on apace,
In Deceomber 1654, BMr. Ellis was able to feport that [0 books wm
Aritheeeic, History, Geography ete. ware ready, The schoals wese
dlsa openpd. B%

The introduclion of an scceplable alphabet i= Sindhi paved
way for Sindhi Journallam. This too was pioneersd by Mirza
Bokhlis Ald, the editor of Mufrosh-ul-(mlecb, who vemtured 1o
bring cut “Akleel' ond & Bi-lingual newspaper *MMatb-e-Kburshesd’
in Sindhi aod Porsian, Though Mirza lamily’s contribulson marked
a golden age for Persian joorsaliim, §8 slso led & Foneding Siodkg
Jowrnalism, and Matki—s-Khussbeed becam: the st Siadii news-
paper. Hrought o in 15&0 by Mirza Mukhlis Al himself, ibe
papar Wik lass eiiited amd administéred by his son Mirza Mubsmmad
Jafer and Mirza Mubammad Shafi Meshin’. The nesspaper Bad
a scnsible division of fhe piialed space by puthing Sindbi amsd
Parzidam eolumns topetber sede by gide, Both the scripis weie
wverhatim tremslasion of esch other, Q6e calbigraphy was dome by
Munshi Felz Muhammmod, & Former calligraphisd of roval court of
Khaispur and prizizd at Sukkur, This newspeper lived [Cor over
balf & eemiury. The Sindbi sectien was dong o Pearsian  sivle aoxd
although [t was in the older script, it sppeared Quite impraved
tham the previous, The preseniaticen of editorlal comvenis was bn
the form thed coe oolimf confaised important and inseresling
mews stories whila the other carried siories Teganding landlosds,
genants and agriculiure sector; the chird seclion iscluded wrjicles,
Featwres, ofcial eonpeooemants and legal noces, The DERIPAPET
kopt an wnisterrepicd publication for hali & cEntiry.

" iclenl™ was mpother importani pewspaper of that era pishlished
by Mirte [amily. The oewspaper was Brovght oug by Mirza Mukhlis
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All, from Kaeschi i 1370, A gomplele Persinn pewspepsr, Aklezl
saarvlvial For aboal 4 years only,1?

The Sisalkl press aicained spothor stride whem & compleis
pewspapor SINDH SUIDHAR wns bromghi out by the Jovernment
of Sind im IEnT. Brisles s primary ohjsctive of serving se an
ggeni af Governnest, it published infermative artkeles on differem
sadial supects, The paper used L publish motiScations and orders
wnder the shgnature of suihorissd officers oaly.

Tho %iad Sudhar lad oiimioed & wide circulation ibere being
e tham 700 swbseribers. The price of the pericdical =as I aonas
per copy.lf It was edited by Rao Sahib Barayan Jagapaih, the
Educationsl Inspector, Mirza Sadiy Ali Beg eldur brother of Shamsul
Uléma Mirza Qalbeech Brg und Sodhu Hiransnd, o secial Hiodu
fgors. In the year 1834, its menagemont was transferred 1o Sind
Gihbd, & social orgenlsation of whick Hassan All Effendi was one

of ke founders,

The Sabha convincsd Messrs N, N. Poonchajh and Dorabji,
the propristor of Sind Times, 1o ke ever the affairs of Sind
Sudhar as well and plce the edioriel conduct of boih Lie papors io
the hands of & mominee of Sabha. The Sahha was 1o exert jself
procurs subscrébers aod 1o make both the Sind Sudhar apd Sind
Times ns sucesisfol as pessble, bur it wes in po way finascially
responsible. The first momings of the Sebha [ur cdiiorship was

Hiranand, '#

Sadhu Hiransnd made valusble eonipbutions and Impreved
it 1o a renl mewspaper. Libenal discussions on politizal developmesis,
commentaries ond oriiclss oa social wnd ecomomis uplifs wera
incorporaied. The weltings by the Gpwres of Huersry emimence like
Mubammad Qasios Halsd, Fazél Saah Hyderabadi, Ghulam Muhsmmad
CGagda, Mir Alinewaz Alvi, Mabammed Aslam, Mushiag Muta’alvi,
Hafiz Muhummad Tikhral ssd Mihamosd Shal  Mujiebal  were
regularly published in it BMubammod Qasim Halai appreciates one
of wech poems written by Muhnmmad Aslom Alavi in cthis way:
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Saimne Wllkngs shgpust Fucen-ul-Istam &= the firsdd comploie
Sandhi newIpaner |1|_-.j'|||||:|.|'1:|| known as “Mozen". This was Hm.lil:u.
wi by Micss Mebammad Sadiq of Akles] in aboat IBRD, which wes
i@ fach a mivder-newspaper of Akles]. We coms Sof0is Wilh @1 beaxt

one staraEn abaog phis paper wWrilten by Sayped Ghulom Mariaza
Shah Theivi, whi praises ihe NS Apar i hese words!
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The periogd cotendisg to 1285 wiinessed remarcable progres
im printing metkods. Sisdhi 1310 then eoafined 1o lithography, mow
began getting greentiom for che intredection of Inster-press.  The
pace of development 16 this sscior &in be jidged Tram the Eect thai
in the year 1862, only 4 typographic prosses in Karachi amd one
in Kotri were working, while is lithography 5 pressed in Barachi
amd 1 im Se=kkus wete sstablished, sdded by at least 4 dams more
by 1EBS. The government lald equal emphosis on Book prodection,
masfly text books and translation in Sindhi and viee wersa. It was
in ifis waks that Hydersbad aod Sukkwr developed inie important
piblishing centres besides yoluminous addition bean made by Karachi.
Hydershad bemame 8 cenim with ypogrophic press and new wenlufes
were belog planned. A 8 consegnence nowspapers wens heought
oul Trom Lhese privling umiis too.

The inception of Sind Maticnal Mubemmedan Association im
March 1E34 brought sew ke to fresdoms stropgle of the Muslims.
The formation of his body was the result of iscompatibdlity of
Mushims with Hisdus felt by Hassan Ali Efendi durlng kis membar-
ship of Sind Sudbar, After bitler csperlence be detashed hisself
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o heing socinl and politiesl pwnkening through & separaie platform.
Faililling ki commialesent, ho ook the wsk of askablishing  Sied
pladmsat-ul-Talam ot Karachi. It was completed In 1883, To genprae
political indspendence and the cuse of edwcation, be lausched o
waekly nEwspaper gotitled “Mutaven Majmay™, which besides o
assigned rospodaibility defendsd  vigerously the rights of Sindhi
Bushizas, whe at all levels werns subjecbad (o disgraes sad hiamifntion.
The result was that more instidufions came into baing o different
puris of the provisc:. Allah Bakhsh *Abajha’, san emizent writer
and poat known far hii Musaddas (19013 and Shawsguddin Bulbul
(1518} bore decp imfluence on the people of Sind through cheir
passionale Writings.

By that time, the daily Sizdhian had died and sas amalgamaied
with Sled Mews Lo 1BE3, and renamed spain a8 Hepoon ppeasing &
tri=wealy newspaper. In the year 15339, Beacom met ancther chamge
in the management and as @ resalt it was renamed as Sind Times,
Thii betama the lwl secccavor 1o Gindbiam, 6

in 1850, Sadbs Himnand getting aeparaied from Sind Sabha,
Fformed mnodber associdlion Swdhar Sabhe with the #ssisionce of
Rizhi Dayaram Ghidusaal and broaght oel asother pewspapar Sarswali,
whigh gontained anscles on & variety of subjects, This was Tollowed
by anciber magazine Sudber Paeirila published In Quemukhi Sindhi
whder the mme munagemest.

o 1891, Lekbra) Tilokchand, 3 well knows pablisher brought
out Pirbhat from Sukker, epper Sind. He was foliowesd by ¥iromal
Begraj from the same city who peblished *Sindhi'. *Aftab-e=Sind®
bagsn ila peblication kn the year 1395 by Setl Haji Ahmad Memon
from Sukkur, edited for some time by Shamsuddin Bulbal,

The last quarter of the centery witnessed 2 rapid growth of
printing presses in Sind emgaged in texi hooks and mewspapers.
Tr ‘I‘nhmm like: Shikarpar and Sakkar wven Larkasms and

mzchn were pething printing unite by individuals, Unid
Hyderabad got it Brat typographic press in 1893-34, the ity had
two litkographic presase. Ofe of those was mamtged by Fadhu
Harenand @1 e Unlen Academy Schoo! which primied schook
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elaticnery and Beoks only while the otber was owned by a2 Anu
Bamaji where o monthly pugarioe was printed and pulskished 1%

r'!" Octaber, 196, Baby Bamerji established n weskly mews
fatgewine entitled Foe (Lux), with Parmanand Mevaram, a rencwned
linguist of Hydernbad ss its editar: which besides propagating
Chrigteunity, esniribuied velunble neticles on histors, etbics and
oultiss,  The golleciions of such contribotions wese later published
I bock Fors entitled *Gul Phut'. The newspaper confinued with
its publication for about Balf & cestory, and ofter (he capicy of
Parmenand, it wos gdiced by M.F, Kotwand wp 1@l 1942 whes it
orased publicatinm, 32

The last decwle of 19th esntury |3 of great importance, os it
i merkied by & desp osense of politlcal mprising. The formation of
Adl Bedin Congress in 188 was attributed with the rospansibdliny of
wuging struggle of independence collectively, bt it hwl Immedistely
become clear that the Congress had other hiddes motives 1o
dencusce Muslims. It even became more gvident at labzr stage that
Muslims seeded & separate political plasform, which thoy Formed
as Mustim Leagos in 19046,

In fect, the Musalman lesdership in Sind bad Joog age felt
Bhie widemiong pull and Began emamisiig Cheir ranks &3 gagly mE &0
1884, The Siod Madreseh #rved as foundstion sione in i&is regard.
Altbough it bocame a yory #rong seapes of nspirstion for Muoslins
of the sebeontinent, the need for a lorcefal Boskim press prevaibed;
becapse the Press Aot of 18T provided o sirict vigilamses on afbl
material to be printed and published, which armed printers with
the right of rejecting any mateslsl they did oot like, The Hisda
Extremist segment used this me & peetext 66 refuse printing soch
pewrpapers as werd owssd by Moslios o projected sheir viewpaint.
This forced Musli=s to develop their own presses aod pristiog
enits, Al-Hog, Al-Hilal and Afab-s-Sind were few which pioneered
the movemneod., In 1BM9 Shaikhk Ahbdul Ariz Mubzmmaod Sulsmsan of
Sukkus, brought cut Al-Haq from Sekkor, whick afier 2 wear of
regular publication sbifed to Hyderabad. This newspaper focussed
its interest over socio=ecaopamic conditions of Sind, I3 répovoed
ohjectively asd commpioled freely va political developaseats. Al-Hag
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maimiabned § pro-Muslim sdiiorial poliey and puided the poverly
tiden peaple im ihpi socizl uplil snd wape 3 war against class
eondict,

Al-Hag's Incepiion was vonsidered o landmark in Sl=d's Joor-
naflisas, and appreciated by tie elits 10 &n extent k&1 Mires Qaleech
Beg wrole & commemorktive poem om §l3 IBAuguration in Ehess
waords:

Bg Al e 1 ete el sl e
b plaibey e @t hdl et
R T £ ':_II.'.- ket e gl
PPN S TR WU R
P T
N I L -

The wiyle of Al-MHaog in combtent amd preseotation was very
near Mo'awin Majmiy of Sind Masdfesah. Shapsuddin Balbol,
Manlang Muohammad Hashisn Mukhlis and Hakim Fatch Mahammad
Sawinlani were fow of ifs pminent editors. Editorielly, the newspaper
wud & flrm believer in more rights for the Muslims. The newspaper
carried such artigles and editorizl materlal which convinced Muslims
nof 0 join Hindus i freedom moviment bat lounch o strugzle
separztely; a8 coliective independence woeld mean domination of
Hipdug, [t wat hers that Hicdu Press did nol favowr division of
Bengal, while Muslim press sirosgly supperted the move. Al-Hag
& & stronghold of Sindhi Muslims, advocated this thooght Forcelally,
ind in doing that it had to wnderge livigatien For neany fimes inter.
ropting the regular publication of the pewspaper. After sustaining
repeated elovares, Al-Hey olticstely gave woy 1o final close down
after 34 years of meritorious service.? 4

The same period marks publication of other news Tike
i ' papErs
Aftab’ and 'Elmhl’ E“Wﬂ_ s“'u'-u_lrl “Khnir ERwah' from lﬂh"

and *Mussalle’ from Hyd :
Sorekts wé AL i stnbad, which took the message o remobst
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Alab was a very popular mewsgsiper edited by Shamsuddia
Bulbsl, whe hid established his carost by the suscea of Al-Haog,
Hakimy Fateh Muhammssid Sehwani hads his servicss in this poem:

T P T
it g4 rl.L u_]'.'l'- ._LIEL: Lt B
' bdtm selel li___,'.'_eJ_..gI -
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[ poma) A g p=id '---"35-ilr 15"“” L F

In 184, new restrictions wers imposed om printiang pressed
and newspapers, by way of glving represslve powers 1o the poweros
menl fusetlonaries, 2 Mew provisiona were provided fo puot extra
pressurcs om the nesspapers which, in wigw of the Govermment,
wern engaged in istigatieg people 10 anca, lootiig OF oiber asls
harmfsl to public peace and law, Under thess provisions, securities
eould be demanded Trom the newspapers. However, these restrictions
were ol Nelly gnfoeced 13l late 1930 when mare atringeni measuces

were adepted.

Amidst thie sgute of aliits, Al-Hilal was brought oof o 10901,
which fodlowed the policy &8 of Moges-ul-lslam  and Ma'awin
Majmay, A yoar later, the government of Sind broaght a menthly
v 4 khbbar=s-Talezm', which continéed publicatlaon [or the folbowing
&% vears, Tha contents of the periodiosl sanged from historbes]
articles to A digest of the evenls, The evemiz like ibe F i
Hydershad fort or the Coropation were reparted with am :ﬂ il
gocuracy. Besldes, ihis served mr B8 ofcial e carryi
appownormenis régarding sducstional department and gy .l'.'rnl
soademic field. in ihe

By 1004, an eminent poet and man of des -

I P oored|i-wardh
Mosameatd Haikim Makhlis brought a periodica) ‘B'I:Il.‘lll-h; ,_Tﬂ‘mcu
Ahbak,” It wen purely a Leerary publicition, A& year lafer Diwan
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Tolsrnm Babani teyught out a newspaped ‘Matn® which 'prﬂ.lpiﬂ.tl:f
parvshial feclings resaliing  inlo its clusare fry 1he “:'"'"":r.""r:e's;
Emesliately after i1s closure, he puhlished another hll-lllﬂlﬂsl-h s
paper enditled * Yoioe of Sind®, hiit i s “""j"“l [':' m uh::ladhbd
impugieral wepe, Iw 1905, Allama Asadullah 'FI",'I' :Irhh;:'l :r-lﬂlh of
a menihly magazine called 'Hﬂhl-r-ﬂn“ilﬂﬂfl* aiml A i
Kamchi 1o came owt with its lilerary publication 'Madresah manthly
im \he sme year, edited by Moulvi Mewrangrada.

SINDWASL was the ficst Bindbl daily mewspaper of 20th
cemary edited by Kanwelsingh Pehumal. Brought oul 10 FR08, the
newspaper continued with am wninterruptod publication far 22 years.
Hasarnm Paminni wisie jis list editorisl in 1929 when il (ame for
o ceremonial close,

The exbstence of Sindwasi is marked &y another s=i of repressive
lows on the press. This emanated from the diviglon of Bengal
resubting imto distwrbanes: in Bengal, Penjab, Bombzy apd Blahaca-
slatra. The mewspapers carricd stocies which according to gavernment
aumed at ereating hatred and might imstigate peopls (o more viol=nca.
As such, ihe British governmen: esecled o law in 1906, which
empowersd goveramsnt officials to i=ke scnwn against the conceroed
editor if be was found te violate the prescribed procedure, Within
a short time, action sgeinst 7 ocwspapsr presses was taken.?8 In
1910 onother low called Press Act of 1210 was eafocced, which in
case of wielithos required every poblisher of the pewspaper to
deposit smownt with (be povermmesni. This low Wwas reseoied ey
much by the presimzn.

[a 1909, the year Mollowing sractment of Press Act, Muhamamad
Hashim Mukhliz kzeping up with his pelentless efforts, added another
pericdical to hiy credit estiiled ‘Joffer Fali' and ‘Kichka!” fram
Hydernbad, Hakim Fateh Mubsramad Sehwomi, glani of Sindhi
journalisn followed with unather political-cem-literary pericdical
*Al-lstsh’ edited by Muhammad Saleh Bhattl, In 1914 Mirparkhas
Gazette was brought out by Gurdinomal Tahalsingh from Mirpurkhas,
which wus later bended over 1o Muhammad Hishim Mukhlis For
bandling its editorial policy in 1921. Baskcally it kept confined (o
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domestio politicsl afsirs, oew sshjgets for comments were oo added
boit. The newspeper contineed poblication up to ipdependence.

Is 1998, Sindhi lengenge wes again feced with its descriptive
furmmagl. A group of eviremist Hindus wentzd to reverse ibe seri
fromm Arabic to Devnagri, omd with the sole purpose of propagaling
that, a daily sewspaper ensitled *Hindy' was launched from Hyderabad,
This was pramptly countered by Mustim newspipers, which some-
i developed 1o very rowdy debates, accusations and litigation,
Despite tigoroas eampuign in favour of Devosgel, "Hinds® idself
wliched over to Agwhic seript end tormed to l=wickly nawspaper 10
.“.-“t fiar ever at u later pgrl.ﬂ_ Thouzh ‘Himdu' died, but the I:h.ﬂ"«lu:g.hl
i projected wes picked by ‘Hindwasi' anather daily newspaper
bBroughi owi i 1957 by Professer Jothial Pararam Gulrajani, oo
educationist and writer, Thie paper too fanned parochisl feclings,
with the pesglt ihat Britiss Government planned fo take action
againgt it; bud before it eoubd amct, it ritle was changed as ‘Bharat-
wasl® and eveded prestcution. The same year saw  sddition of
one more peritdical *Sahifi-e-Qadri” edited by Moulvi Muhammad
Spdiq Ranipuri. & scholarly pesson, [t was followed by *Al=Kashif™,
5 weskly pablisked from Larkans by Mowlvi Din Mobamoad Wafei.

The constiraticasl reforms of 1919 was o very important period
far Bind. Frictaons grew oved Hame rile movemens which necessitatod
new vehicles of mxpression.  Rases Ghulam  Muhasimasd Bhargri, a
veteran leadsr of freadom straggle ventuesd & daily cewspaper “Al-
Amin’ ooder the edicorship of Shatkh Abdul Majeed Sindbi, who
besiiles bis able literary and jowrnalistic background was aleo sscretary
to him. On wery imporiael isues Shakkh Smidhi advised Bhurgri,
Politically, Al-Amin supperied hams rule movement which aimesd ai
freedom carned ihrough collective efforis of Hindus aod Muslims.
Thie browght Al-Amin nearer 1o Bharsiwaxi.

The year M9 was abso marked by the introduction of Al
Hafiz from Hyderabad edited by Hafiz Hayst Shab, Naw-Muslis
and Sadagil a-Ialam.

Khilafat Tebrik gave rise 10 new forces of fesedom movemeni

through press. It took the task of building public opinian in  sach



& commendshle way 1hat the Meslim {eadership of India "‘_‘""Idﬂ"d
it Fight 10 coowvers Khilafan Conference At Hyderabad 18 w_ﬂ'
This lotyased ibe pimtion of she whold sub-gontinent = Sind
and developments 1aking ploce thermin, [t was dug 0 thia enocd
thot 3zl Haji Abdullsh Haroon jaunched a dJaily nAEwspARCT
Al=Wahal, The pewspaper ihrosgh |ts exslumns carreed vETY elabo-
rative articles and views and proved o real opinion  builter 'ﬂl: F"I'I
Muslizns of Simd, 1¢ preached high valges of Freedom and peliticel
Indepandente, coavincad people to participate in national ulfairs and
penernted discipline in their spprosth, The exisience of Al-Wehid
it oonsldersd ps & golden period for Sindhi journalism in all regadds.
Bhaikh Abdul Majeed Sipdhi, Din Mohammad Alig and Qazi Abdus
Hehman were fow eminend editors o bendie cditorisl policy and
COLENLR.

In 1923, Maulspa Din Mohammad Wafai brought out *Tauhzed’
front Larkana, which slie condcibuisd in literature, history and
politics, 1t wos followsd by Bind Tgmindee', n hi-weekly Trom
Larkara |o 1he same véaf cdited by Halie Khair Muahanmad Clwdi,
Abdul Wakah, Fir Al Muhammad Bashdi. Manlana Abdul Ghafoor
Siiai, Aghe Mazar AR and Dur Mubommad Cegisl.

The posi-Khilafi pefiod narke o wefy sensilive eapansion of
the press in Sind 10 pear up lreedom strogele. Mussalman' [rom
Mirparkhas, district Tharparkar became forsruaner through  the
writings of its editor BMuharamad Hashin Muknlis. Maslara Abdul
Khallg “Ehalig" Barai publighed Tariggl® and Hakim Faich
pfohammad Sehwanl panbished “Al-lemey® in (%25, Pew of the
pablicatioars of montion bvought cut ducing thar period were: *Al=
Bashld® By Pir Al Mohommod Rashdi, Ass=r and Andalech by
Wali Munsmessd Shwio from Larkana, Al-Hazsh by Pir Abi
pubammad Rashdi in %2, Taneeems by Masch Khaligdad Kkan
froom Shakerpur, Ab-Mioar by Aldal Wabeed Azad From Sukker In
1930, Sindeu by Boolchand Wibal in (932 Pir Ali Muhammad
Rashdi, & politcian and writer, who bocame central Minisler and
Adviser npfrerwards. ook ouf 2 newspepers CSitarp-e-Sind'  and
iGubl-e-Sind" im 1934, These comtinmed w6l 1935, Strang support
was also lent by Murgy-e-Falak, Toirun Ababeel and Moor=s=Islam
pubslishied by Moxlvi Noar Ahmed Nizamami, In 1935 Aghs Badmuddin
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of Shikarpier came oul with Ashian=g=Adab, Hakim Faieh Mubsmmd
Sehunni peblisked hin wew weskly ‘Al-lslah’ in 1996, wilh the
Bssistance of Sheikd Abdaiish Abd. Mubammod Khan Ghani brought
cal 3 perindical entisled *Mukhll¢® in the year 1935 The same
¥oar m magazise fop obikdren Culistan was peblishes. In ﬁpr”.
1941, Sirdh Swdhnr Society, Lorksna lsanched "Adeb Sindh', which
remained i publkation wp o Deceabér 1952 Haji Mezhmood
Ehgdim menaged 1he affairs while Akdul Fatub Abd .‘ﬁall and Races
Liauddin Bulbul edited it

Threugh afl ks yeurs, the sbciosspndomio pallara undermwent
drastie chanpes as & result of political devebopments in the suboon.
timint, Dressographicslly, dostinatad by Hindw capitalists, the Musiims
felt il oiter difficnlt 10 eontimue freedem movemenl in coligboration
with Himdus, 0t alresdy bad wndergo@s tremendows under cufrenii
which someiimes showed wery obvious frsciéon. The contrast in
their Fife style, cultwre, meligiows traditions and historical backgronnd
bechme more apd more evidenl [rom the pattern of joursalism both
comaganities had evodved throwghost the wears. The two acyles, in
ibhelr spiric end condent, foimat &nd presontation warbed gresily.
Sometimes the differences Brew 50 sideng thal Libernry writings pave
wuy 1o leapthy Etigation. *Sonsar Samadhas’ snd *Hindu' reprasentsd
such incompatibls pefitical thowght at that Lime,

The outhrenk of World War I, silted she Freedom strupgle in
fuwour of Muslims. This made room for more nawspngers to
acecmmedile viewpaint of Muskims, *Thret' wag brought owl is | G4]
by Mutammad Usmin Dhploi, wkleh not ogly Uphebd the omuge af
indepenidence Bur klie lwisched 3 wigorous movessent EgHinat i
stivious tendengios in Bind. Driplai Bimeslf a fiem bsliever in ’n]::
tried to sradicils myihy ahaut isfigion and voised Fecociomaly namins
pugsikm- l_-!. preached Talam s & sciontifie religion and m“.!:d
do away with mylkizal tradiiloss |sd by Muaslims, Diglal was nm
o boliever in sboidlism and presched Iy ihrough  sherg .,1.:.”,..“I g
movels. This developed indo lengihy liserary andd relipiday d{h::d
which be eterishad by wiy of sncusnierlsg ibem.  Mosr o 2
opjirasibon came froay dupsrsiitians followars of Ples  aad mlrh
of capital®l growp. Dipdai ot only fueed this all bur alg 2
a glass of writers of bis own,  Afier bunding wver Bhrgg ;mﬁ
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fomily Thiplal broughs out o weekly Tnios -!-hi'.:h il ﬂﬂl'::;
Frlevances, provincisl autonemy, the lisse of s bﬂgrllif s
alber literney and political peoblems. In his pursmit, WHPAS
winl to jall maey timss, his writings were prosoribed and be “1um".d
Bnancial loss, Sill olive, Bis will be an ali-time- gomtibiom. U8
promodion of jouenaliss in Bind.

Sind Congrems party, sensed & stroag agfiosition owver their
paolicies im Sind in pre-isdepamdsice periad, hence lluflﬂhlﬂd- their
cwn meuthpiess called ‘Suamy’ frem Sskiar i IH"'I-S._ Wik ':I'I"-'d
force it was rivalled by daily *Inqilak® from the same cify, publizhed
by Aghn Budroddin, The government applisd a farced closure of
Izgilab, for poditics] reasans. Ingilab praciically encountered adverss
propagands of dig-hard Hindu press.

Afier some time ft was joinod by Hilal-e-Pakistan  Trem
Hyderabad. It tiile pesembling to Pakieen movement, Hilaloe=
Pakisten waz brought out in Mevember, 1946 by Munshi family of
Hyderabud, with the booe amm of defending from  amti-Pakisian
forces. Rahimdad Mualai Shedai, a historian and writer becames
fownding editor of thin nespaper, T atill exiats with the sams tiths
but ixs sdminisiraiion has seen ai lexst iwo oew honds afier i was
tracsferred to Peoples Party in 1969,

G M. Sayed, dbe vetcran politicias of Sind, who ooce supparicd
e policies of Muslim Lesgue Bas also & commendable mole ia the
Bistory of jouraalism, He feli the nzcessity of o sewspaper m 1946
when e developed diferences with Muslim Leaper and 1bat made
kim iz bring his own newspeper eniiled “daily Qurbani® in 1547,
Published from Marachl, it was edited by Pir Al Mubammnd Rashai
omd Al Ahmsd Brohi, ome afier another.3?

The arbiteury laws enacied by British Government to restrles
e costents of publications did not with-hold the press from
Peinticg materisl freely. This resalted imo proscription of msny
Brmspapers, periodicals, books and beaflers, The lndis OFce Library
& London shows = number of such publications forfeited by the

E:ﬁrmuu_ﬂ isd withdrew from circulation. The record rebcised
e India Odffice Library lists 2: many as nineteen such pishlecations

Which wars proscribed by the Government beiween 1926 and 1947,

L1
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. Among the 19 Siedhi publioations proveribed by the British
mclisded im by POLR catnbopue |2 a Sindhi monthly of Sukker,
culled Hindu Bahityn. This Sl mantkly devoted the whale of
18 Very firsd paus {(¥ol, I, Mo, 1) puhlished in September 1940, o
=0 article gntitled Jinpah Ka Jawvah, by Shri Pendit Chander Gap
5 which he challanped Jinnah's claim Far o separaie homelamd for
the Muslims™ (Sindhi PP 20, according 1o the catalogus),

Yer another I0-page proseribed Siodhi pamphlet which ntirscted
My BlMestion fx writtes [oinily by Shah Nawaz and Jamal al-Dim
Pirznds entitled Lara'i jo tarac: Ksnion jo Kokst. It was published
by Sind Muaslim Priatiog Press, Nawah Skah, in IHD{Ejn:dhi. P, OG5,

Aigording 1o 1he calalogue, **the puihors claimed that the British
Wete 1ho aggresiors in the first World War and that lndians shoulkl

Seize their independence while the Brilish were involved im ihe
second World War, b

=The Misrodbns f aoted pebdicaciom'. BMews locitee by
Yahya Sved. “"DAWN", diied 4-1-1580,

Independence Brought changes in the characler and role of
journalism, = the mission of achieving Freedom and crenting a
separte homeland Ead been achieved. At thai stage the ligwiapapers
bad to play oiber role 1o formubare certadn patiern of the new
sociely. But ot the same time, mAny smisent weiters and Journalists
hod migrated to India, which resulted in closure of many a good
powspspers and periodicals, This gave a sharp but brisf reapite
in creatlve jourpalbm which ook & bit Hile time pg regain Hs
mcmeen Lim.

Earachi brgan booming as centre of oew journalism. A& hizsn
of pew Bewipapers came up. Many were revived snd switched avar
to mew paricdicities. Though handicapped by foancisl Burdizs, the
mew docial order pressed through its way. Ako SOMing o resces,
wers politicd] differences which invariably assisre healthy journatism,

Al the time el independence, Karachi Bad } English sewspapara
i Daily Gozette, Korschi Daily and Sind Otservar. All rhe three
nemspapers belonged e dos-Moslim publishers, which were decaving
by bmslgratien. [n Sindhi lacguage, osly one newspaper Al-Wahid
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wis & regubad puslication, whils Undu bhed na samificant BEwapaper 8

It guizkly Bagin reghiming jis wilgmiinm Mrom mll qussers i
in @ a0t time, 8 numbes of nawspapers in wll languages hegan
publishing, 1n ihe oclder newspaperi, *Karachi Duily’ died, Daily
Gamile contivmed for fome Hime k3 Eamchi editics of “Civil gnd
Military  Gagedte’, bBut feded wway lajer, Sind Observar ebanged
bands and was humded over to MLA. Kbubte, o former Chisf Minksper
of Sad, wha appainited Pir All Mohammad Rashdi ss i editor,
ket il oo sucoambed heesuie ‘Dawn” Bad coma ouf by dbsar tieme,
which wes & strong sspporter of Pakistan movement.

Fakistan Herkld Publications gave new lifs o post-indspendence
jourmalism. This institslion brosght omt Dewn which coniiness o
the Biggest BEoglish newspaper of Pakistan, It slso pablished Dewn-
Urdu 2t typographszally bat could survive for some time, It also came
cut with Nisserated Weskly of Pakisten and Evening Swmr. Times
of Karechi wne started by E.A. Suleri. Morning Mews of Caleuna
hegan simultanzous poblicaties Mo Karachi and Dacca. Palkistan
Musli=s League as a party in power launched Pokistan Stamdard,
Bar it quickly came 1 & olose. Many otber ymaller nesspapers like
Caonigaent, Sentinel, faw of them ss eveningers wers olag Trraughi
oat,

The mam migmiion From Indis a5 a result of partition, made
ground far & quicker developmeent in Urde jowrnalissm Jamg mnd
Anjumi whick were quite popeler sewspapars of Delhi in ondivided
I, begue publishing from Kerachi and grew 1o become popatar
newspapers.  Jang of Mir Khalil=ur - Rehman, asd Asjam of
Muohammad Hussain Azed giiged muook more than thelr pre-inds.
pendence populerity, Mace Roshng, Ingilab and Mussalman bock
prominence, Millal and Dawn Cujratl wers iwo Cujrath nesspapers
catering the needs of their readers, By 1958, Karichi had am
elimated 13 daily mewspapers which imcluded 6 Englich Eanguags,
16 Urde, 3 Sindhi sad 3 Crujrsti newspapers. o

Sindhl losguege mewipapers too kept pace with ather caniems
porary newspapers. Magon Bind of O, M. Sayed edited by Sobho
Gisnchandant, Mebran of Fir Sahib Pagaro edited by Zasdar Al
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Shah, and Al-Wakid edited by Kazi Abdur Rehman led the Sindhi
Jomrmalism. 11 wan liter added by Mawa-i-Find of A A. Ehuhra
edited by Meslvi Abdul Ghafoor Sitai. Azad of Ali Mawar Wafai
(son of Moulans Die Mubammad Wafeil was the only weekly from
Korachi. AN of thess had ikeir own printing pro<esies Hydembad
which already had ene newspaper Hilal-e-Pakisian of pre-inde-
pendence period, was jained by Karwan, brought owl by Raees Haju
Mujmaddia Sxrewal, 8 politician and ome fime minister of Sind in
1954, lbrat, charging its perindicity 1o daily i Avgase 1933, under
the management of Kari Mubammad Akher, cmerged as a pogular
newifkper, Khadim-o-Watan, published as werkly, al chamged it
pericdiciy 10 & daily mewspaper wader the editonbip of Safdar
Lutf Ali Dal. At a lacer sage it shified it place of publication
fram Mirpurkhas Lo Hyderabad.

Sukkwr, alihewgh had achieved ihe staiud of &8 Imporioni
pablishing centre, could develop hinde for corresponding growih of
journalism, Though there was an ohvious eapamuion of prising
[acilities, only few weekly newspapens were added,

An the preis geew sbronper, o was subjecied to mome subordis
nation of the suibosily., Practicaliy, 1he press enjoved freedom Tof
only few years afier iedependenge, but wy the political life pirlluifod
with unfair practices, the piem oo shared ir. The mtah ram
growih of press in early Gfviss ciwad tsa wadoneies: irrespunsihle
jeurnoliem snd repressive peess laws, While some  political partey
feasing crilicism by Prews offered favowrs o journalists  which
influemced the mode, rele and characier of 1he press.  Although a
majority of 1he media remained unafecied, the government ook
pEW MeRsEres 10 SEppress the press freedom.  Sometimes even
palitical rivalrias were used 1o put curbs en the Press.

Im 1954, when the eoncept of Dwe Unit s Was Pakistan {now
Pakistan) was beisg maserialised, Sisd opposed it the mour, The
cooppuue dissster Siod frared through this snpopelar  palitical
ciperiende, becams 1be elise of rewsimest |8 the people of Sind,
wiich was vored by ihe mawipapery in & Mérceful mesnper bringing
temsion baiween the relatiops of province &nd cenire, Mubammag
Azch Ehuhro, e then Chiel BMinister of Simd put reviricthons om
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Sindhi press 0 SEpPrSiE ang vmice Againet the Formatan of one
mnit. Kafwan feom Hyderabad saw closers twice en polilical Eromnds.
The formation ol this impractical politizal uais apeinst the wishes
of the people of Sind eaised o high piched cry Througiost thy
provioce. Siedhi peess became the only placform to express ke
deprivarions. bor as & palitical -;||:|,-5|u|.|.’;]|l. On ong ulit soald really
pome into gllect, Martial law wae impozed an Tih Okicker 155E,
It was later admitted by the President and commender of (he Foross
that Martial law was promulgated 10 save one unit, a5 acconding Lo
Bimy the breakop of pme wnit woull have mesnt undeing Pakisian, '

CEviously, the Marial law repime had te wlop every woloe
mising high against one unis snd che post-Martinl law periad shows
that mere irpebles and restrietions in diferent forms weee imposed
over Sindhi press under ke prefext of sational wnity. To skus
provincial fzelings unimaginable resirictions were applied. At one
stage, 1he usage of the word Simd wap praciically prohibited im all
tho newspapers and periedicals; and very wimple aet of citation of
Sind wes replaced by an iilogical teem *Sowthers Zone® and " Lower
Indus valley' was being weed, What mors derogatory eculd have
been far Sind that even 1be map of Sind being wed ln the emblem
of all the thres leading Sindki newspapers was removed.

Habder Bakhsh Jatal, the ginsl of peasantry movement in Sind
wrote agninst an arbitrary law of land revewoe dn ike province, Tee
pevernmend o0k & wery atfosg nobs of it @od termed 1t B8 A @ed
al sadition, The sewspipsts carping that article were proseribed,
Jarol was prrested and sentenced Lo three years jail, with a serious
warning i the sewipapars,

In other easss, political end ecancmio strings were pulled by
governmeamst, making Sindhi press feel d0 babave properly’,

In Eact the practice of pulling reles of newspapers was =od
pew 1o the press, Aclion againgd newspapers was in  praciice
from early GMies. Ta guobe few ia [952-35 omly, almest 50 papers
snd periodicals were warned for publishing olsjectionable materisl,
b pewsmen were poosscuted. Aflar the formaticn of os& wni
souritles from 1% sewspapers were demasded in the year 195697,
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which ol included wech poriodicals s Film Servics, Barbwr, Art
& Life, Teavel Scope. Rooh Rehan, Insam, &nd many ather
imP""”-lll wehicles of pubdio opinion wern cilbar subjected to Torced
closure or wmnctions wers (msposed 0 make clesurs possibbe, A
comstamt and pertinent struggle to rehabilitate Sindbi lamguage’s
Position snd regaln the righis of people, doe share in jobs and
tightenas distribution of finances eaded in success =6 lale as in
%%, when Ayul Eham gave way o public pressura,

By that time Hydersbad had hecome an impafiint newspaper
“entre.  Muhran and Mawa-i-Sind saified chair place of publication
from Earuchi to Mydersbad, Khadim-e-Watan changing (s periodicity
1o & daily bad alse started publication frem Hyderabad. Hilal-a-
Pakistun adsimisration was hasdisd by Peoples Party ond grew
5 & very sirang party paper: & asncepl never gecomplished in the
history of Pakistan, Al-Wahid &5 a spokesman of Jomarat Bslomi
had appeared ogain From Hydersbad ba it could mot sorvive langer,

With ihe introdwetlon of OF-S521 gnd siher lechoelogsl
developments & new concept of popular journalism picked momentam
in Sindhi press ton. Popular style of journalism from treatmant of
buhjects o prewamtion crepl =o swiftly that the traditional methods
Pedesl, Today, the newspaper jomrmalism in Sind equals 1o any
standard prevalent is il sub-continent, Mew ways are being odapred,
rewer sxperiments heing sade and still newer concepts wvisuslised.
The inceptiom af new fechniues, om ope Band bave sdded new
dimemslons to ihe shjecd of information sedn of primi, it Eas also
widernsd the spape of responsibility on journalism. The Fture jour-
malist may have to dkink in terms of electronic newspaper, or the
newspeper of the air, yer his thinking, and effort would be culming-
tion of a long process of faileres and schisvensenig,
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