MNew Archaeological Sites in Las Bela
A Neolithic Settlement Discovered

Laos Bels plain Bas always ccoupled wery stretegss positios m
copneetion with peateful spregd and migration of the people and
alsy pussago of armies towards 1he Lower Tndous ¥alley and aecREl GE-
ully in the teverse direclion. This plain Is the culmidaling podat
o ssahond af a4 patom! corridor, runniog rertli-seein, descending
from tho hoights af Quelta ¥Valey, or even [rom Afghanistan, 10
the shores of the Arabion Ses bn Las Bela. This strnciural trough
i+ Dinked on either gide by bigh mountaiss, allowing onky & few
tasy passnges T fhe Indus plain, From the west the most imporianmt
sasi-wes passage through the Kij Valler descends on Bels agros
Jhau Lak. To the esst of the Las Hela plin the swccession of
morih-soull running meountain eegss make 1be passape o ke fodus
plain SiflMiewlt ard fortucus.  Bur the eonlinuation to the sowth of
o narraw strip of cozsiel plain, from 'Lss Bela wpio Karachi and
themes 1o the Indus Delte slwgys provided the epsiest foulé e (he
Lower Indus- Valley,

Apart from these lomtionel pecaliaritios the Las Bela plain,
just Jike Karschi r-:E_inn. his some joheront poteotialities 10 suppon
life 2nd haz, kerefore, becn & centro of aedicnl coliwres, Partseutarly
the apex of this plain oeer Bela -city -has nlwsys enjoped mony
advantapes of simategic position, ‘nesple ond assured wager supply,
because drainage of laege hitly &rea comver@es on ihis piint, and
lasily the furtile soil ‘free from sakinity, Tharefore, prcalest coos
centraticn of ancieml Silee @ Tound berg.

Freviouy Siwdles

The asca bocame The focus of sttenfion ot different times,
Majar C.F. Minchin In M7 pointed out mosy ancient sites in the



. tbe. presencs of not only the exrly

Al

district gamericer. Sowas of fhem are Gondmnl Caver er Raghin
Shehe, on. 1he Bud Rivcr with 1500 cave dwellings, Kalikal neif
Dikal, Kot-Duka o4 the Windar and Shordan o e Mobar L dom

gir Auml Ficls surveyed the sres bn 1043 gnd prosoenced
Karia Pic mesnd os Snssomion gils ged Buband and Miain Burthi as
prelintoric. Mo maeavated the latier site, but bhecamss of his mitimely
dearh e same vear, his archeeological seport semained uapubiished

More recently Reikes identified tle old site, Kot-Bals, ficst
mentioned by Mighin in 1907, a8 Harappan port-site. Miss de
Cardl in 1057 explored (b res souih of Qe -valloy npto Oreach,
just ners of Las Mele snd discavered 55 new sites, She was, how.
aver, moc given opportunity 1o continue farther sowk mpta Les Bela,
Walier A. Fairservis, Jr. who had supveyed Quetta valkey and Zhob
and Leralsl districts in 1949 and 1951, visited Les Dela in 3950,
He insirad of adwscing i archaspioglcal knowledps of whis ares
creptad mueh coafesion. ]

He gave o réw pime *Edith Shahe® to the Dubspd meued of
Auwrel Siein, ealling it oomples A of this i nary Shahr. He
rightly recegaléad itfas Kallislie with: strong Harappan  ties. Bst
he confosed fhierictangufar platfomms between the mound enid 1he
base af hill go the wesl &8 perl ol ke mousd and heoce belonging
to Kol Coltwre: Tesse siroctures, are totally differsnt from fhe
Retan meend afd  were bwlt more tham & thousind years after
the destrucdion of the - Kuolli=Hamppan - site. represepied at Buhond.

This mound was osed . as quarry fer. flogs and
canefruation. v s

Fairsarvid dramatised Ibe whole ihisg, and
ing a scientific repert produced _m:]m:-:h:inl ﬂc:?;udﬂtr|$u§:
him#sdl &8 walking :n}l:lu.: the stresis  Batween I;'ui.l.ﬂ-lnga ol
u-?g"r.ap;ﬂi# el 2000 B.C. ﬂi!ﬂ.'ﬂi-ﬂg fer full eight miles i hUH
silo of the Pomli River. (Numral Histary, May tuu e
Mustrated London News 3BAS51) Reason for s i':,‘lh;ﬁ

; Blsioricsl
therdy of typinl Kulli snd Harspgun e i T
_nuu:&d by, Fairservit-in the filling material of Hyddias w:ﬁh:;
=
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fr 1 F|I|'|-I:|:|I‘|- moand. 1
prehistaric wares was faund, The digging o0 B
dorm 1o lelow tho Juvel of the groond. [n ikis (rocess apait from
mizing wp of all tho pechistaric hrizons, tho mound was redeced
to & nuiber of isolaied huimmocks, separated By deop qedry LS,
ahich waip later Blied by rainwash sl wind-blpen dust uple the
genoral bevel of Lhe ground. These depressions appsar B8 white

palches on bhe photograph.

Evidence from Earachi Arén

The present writer had described briefly the prehjstaric. sites
in KEnarmchi srea, (This ariele wu_pnhli:hed {n the Dawn on Jualy
Zist and It 1966 The prebistory of the prea Wid traged [icam
Palucolithic shrogh Mesalithic ta Neolithic and Chalcolithic pariois.
Siece then new sitos have been pocated and 'mord meaterial hei bech
colicceed from the previously diszowured sites, Full develapment of
Masalithic stome ool industcies and chetr ovolutioa inte Meolirhic
has beea found of purticular isienest. ]

¥ This wtudy reveals fwa cultumat trabts. The first, found at =
site pesr Unpergity Campus, Mudri Hill she Moo 11, sad af a fow
misor ones, shaws lear affinitees with gites of the game period (o
5, W. Iran, Mortdrm Trag. parficslery Shenidar Cave, siher parts
of Mear East and eveh boyond with Tardepnisian mizoliths of
Estepe. (ki the dihed hand several oaben aiei have producid tools
havigg pamallzi. Mesolichic indusiries st Hergeisa in Bomalia,
Eain Alrica, Somd dolafed tools show dutinge relationship  with
Anthgnaciun - of Upgher Palavalithio. © One tool picked by Mr. Ishag
Ghsmavi, as oficer of Geotogicsl Survey, from the elope of Laki
fapge i identical with toal of Lewor Acheulio-Levallipinas
cileure of Herpein dlustrated by 1. Clark in his book “Prehistorhs
Coltgres of the Horn' o Afriad®
_'[«lﬂﬂrlu:!- this dﬂﬁlopmi_nll in Enrichi area could not have
.“!““’-;I""'!m |||-| uqu-lnl.e ||.1.1:Ia.1inn. There roust be tis=ir conoterpasis
I other regiond of the counpry. 18 Quetta valley seasch wus mabde
 during o briel visit in May Iasf.  And with ke help of Mr. Al H.
Kidwai of Geological Syevey & pre-pottery miorolithic site was
dusaversd af the secomd terrace on the Teft bank of the Chsndak
Rud, @ lcle below Kacahi dom, Bug the study of Las Belz plais

Al olher Haddirns ot o slmgls sberd o
the mound was cerried

i
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proved mych mere frylife] fo providing the REPET pracket fior the

migrgliflsie indusiyles in Harachj grod.

BITES N BELA AREA

O dik May, 1971, whilké proojeding to Hanar, 3 new _qm:l::;
mounds were ‘moticed alosg 1he uf__qu;uu_rnl 'E'F the RN t_I'- ai
beyond Bela city. Durlng later visits for regiosal survey o d1
area in Juaz and August 10 Movember, some Fime Was :_|:n|.nr= 0
study these mew sites and glso odd sites discovered by Heean in 1943,

TFh's mes imporiant aew site |5 & mound, rising fn the middle
af the bed af 4 scasonal tofrent, the Khakhas Koar, nerth of L::
soad-bridge, ahouyt W miles beyond Psla gity. [F has ne Bame A
cald wﬁréilnd Khakhar Buihi, after fhe name of the nallab. Seroml
meund 5 lprated on fae left bek of (be same palish beypnd dhe
beidgs and is Jocally known 3¢ Wadds Buibi, fe. iz movnd.

A Tew faglongs forther sopih sheee is apolber mound, knowa
a3 Guji Buthi, closs to 3 deserted baeslet of the same name marked
on' [ fopo—shess. Abowt dres-fourths of & mils mocth of i agd
west of jhe rpad, therg way apether fow mound withopt aey pane
This has beeg pomapletply bujldozed 1o e its rubhble for radcing the
Igwe] of the road.

Beyond this & Leths' off the road and sorfousdsd by esrlh
embankments and ficlds was amother mownd, Enown again As Gagl
Bouthi. This mound sometime bock wasz dug ool compicicly and 5ts
material 1ricind wilk the I:tl_ﬁ of bullocks to raise embankments for
a pood which, I:ul:rl':'rr]', romaimed dey and another tonk haod to be
dug to the sooth. This mownd 3§ located” in the angle of two
kranches of Gundechs Dhers, @ distribotary of the Porali. Both of
these branches enter the Ebakbar aur, For convenienes of discm-
sy these thres mowpods have been pugbered Ffrom south fo oorth
as ﬁ.!ﬂ Buihi-1, l}.l:jli Buibi=2 and Gaji Balhi-1.

Haddlras

© Clase t9 the nasthern edge of th sllavial plain and on e
southern tip of conglomerats hlll, which separstes the mew road
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from the Porali Valley moar Oath™ Muher mad !iddiqmlﬂyc_re At @
Irge mumbar of rectnngular plaiforms ¢ 4 I.'I'II. stome eircles. 1:3
are 3 to 4 feer high, bive massive w5l h‘"]'_ of large roun
bowlders of black limestone, obtained firom the sdjacent conglomerate
hills, They are filled with stons pebble or gravel. They are sccord-
ing to Fairservis 13 to 30 feat wide and 70 10 100 feet loog. Mo
than 100 platforms are loated here, This Is the Complex B of
“Edith Shahs® o5 dosoribed by Fairservis, But they are Inﬂ”p-knbﬂ_'h
g Haddira, signilping tomh or grmves. Bomo of these plajforms in
ather parts are acieaily marked on topo-shests as grave-yarde. The
commusding pasition of Haldire 1 ar Goib Mullam_mnd Siddigque,
swerlovking e entire northern plain of the Porali and the Kud
rivers, glves an impressiom of 3 plansed eanicnmect.

PMear the Beband mound cie and 'a ballmiles from the first i®
located seeomd Haddira, which s shorply defined Fram the Kulli
mound by the jecpable track going sorth 1o Kishari. Ooly a Feor
platforms aed ‘con stoss circle le 08 ibo ride of the maend, all
ather strectures being to wesl of the road. Third '-"fI'ﬁlJ:iﬁ‘lh F‘{'Wﬂi"l
a lerge arez, &5 located 4 miles aoribk of Buband, belween Kishari
Viltige and & small tributsry of Porali river further morth. They
are pob so well préseived as previous ones and do not show distinctly
on the aerinl photograph and cowld sot be coumted, Two stome
circtes arp boweser, chaarly marked, Three, other smalles opes could
B2 seen cnlfy in the feld. In the middle, close 1o the hank of the
Porali, thers is a complex of, residentjal bobldings of the same period
a5 avidonged Frosa it pottery. The traces, of lacge rooms or halls
im the middle suggel  dkal i could be some offcel building or. &
temple. This Haddira iz loeted. og it sooomd  terrace above ihe
Porgll bed. Fresent settlements come dews o, 1ne flrst teerecs and
eolgvation fs cargiod on-dn parrow. sirips of food  plain: protected
by gmbankmeents.  Two bigher terrpces are-well marked in this area
nbsawe rhe level of these, Haddims. | ] T

_Fuurll. and ihe h:p-ri IH-I. djra. Ties & :q'i|¢|. tgrth of Kishan
.H?Ii:dlrl..ﬂll eilbier dide of the Khundi Thal, a 'rl..'fh.lta.r]r of the Parall
joining it from the weit. It is well beyond the eight-mile limit of
FJ.I:H:f'-u. HEI.'E:_I'I'lu.r::..IIEI.:Ln agn .Pi"“!-'m’ and 4 well marksd stone
E'Erel.& cin _hu codnted an aerisl E-ﬁmnginhh,"'fmh"ﬁilidjﬁ lizs on

h
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the pight bank of ire Eud River ene mile sowth of the junction of
tho Eunari Kauos with the Kud, More then 150 platforme ware
sounted here bod stone cirelel conld not be recogmised. on the acrial
phofograph, Smaller collections of platforms are preme'lt on the
Eaniki Mai. ©m the loft bank of the Porail they are eam = marth
of Eanar resthosse; oear the old Karez; opposiie Kishar Villago
andl Further south. Thelr grenter concentritéon on fhe right bank
of the Parndi amd on the Eed fs significant in view of thedr presence
aleo & Windowari moomd o Oreael desa on Che Kod which has
bei n excavaced by Casal, In Earachi srea geweral stome chroles have
teen moted kot no Haddiras bave so far been feund, Some isclabed
structures are reported from ke hills east of Las Bels plais.

EHAEHAR BUTHI — THE NEGLITHIC SETTLEMENT

Az’ gtated pbove Khekhar Bothi staeds as se lslasd @ the
middiz of the B:d of Khakkar Koar. This nzlloh roes moriB—setitl
betwesn che alluviel fens of 1be Porali ond the Kud rivers. It marks
the meeting place of the two cones and &F such & the lowest paro
in the Bale region. Several distribuwtaries from the Porall and slse
frem the Kud flow ioto it. Af po permanent settlement could Bave
been giled in the middle of & salural drain, i€ clearly indicates &
change in Ihe very. confipuration of the arck sdnce 8 imceptbom. The
faps on cdibier @ide wore; afler the svlablishkmont of this site, gredually
radksd 1o &-g@iich higher bevsl.

This aggradation Il':l_l.u evidence of chomge of _r:l]ru.l.n:l from &
rilnier 1o 4 more arid ome, It 8 also sopported by the reduction
in fhe ealibre of foad carried by the rivers, as indicared by coms
parisen of the maferial at higher apd older fermces with the materizl
transported at presamt. Stmilar ageradation ond change of elimates
i# Folend in Qoetis Valley, where the base of o contemparary site
al Kili Gl Mohsmmad lies at 4 mstres below the . gencral leved
af 1he: surrounding plain, AL Mosnjodaro ooowpation levels o dowa
to a depth of €5 feet below the bevel of the present food plein. The
Ehakhar moand hai aetually been exhumed, dee to wplift of jand
amd intrenchmeal of river snlleys durimg more: reeent times, At
Maenjedara, river 8l has Been observed upto o height of sbour 29
Téel abuve the pressat food plain, M, B. Balini'motkeed sill deparin
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much abge the present level of the plain near Hydergbad, The
presont writer has noted similnr patmral silt deposits on the sastarn
pank of the Makli Hill wust of Thotta, markisg the wpper limit of
aggradntion of 1o whole Indus plaip. Afler this the process of
#mmliu" of the plain te the present lewel staried,

The Ehekhor moynd rises about 20 i abovg the level of the
tiver bed, The top of the mound js oply a [ew fect Bigher thap
thi adiacest plois. I& bas a iriangular shaps, i3 epes poasting
wpstream, The woued glong the  eastern edge s ashoup 35 feet
and 130 fest nlong southern bnes.  Flood weters havg besn srodiug
it from the tip ns well as from both the sides. AL pregent e
caitern flank i being eroded more ropidly. Rains have beso
ercding it frem top. Much of the material bas been carried away
by these fllowing waters and potpery and chgrr jmplements trail far
downstrerm from the moynd. The brogder squhern slope, &0 0I5
base, bas some Medio praves of recepi time.

At I:h:: muach udu_‘.'ed fop aren foondetinps of walls built of
rounded river boulders are vigible, and the slopes are thickly covered
b similar bowlders derived I'pgm the di_ai.ul,q;_rnin'g walls on top.
Mnoch clay or much, building the meopd, has resulied from debris
af mush-belck or mud-walls above stone feopdations. At the oorthirn
tip upto a certain height there 35 mo indication of either the bouldes-
build walls or pottery. But it 1 Toll of bone fragmests, charceoal,
ush ll.-|3|. chert Jmpl:mzul.a_. This 5!: WS :I-r;lrl:r that ihene is comsbdes-
ahle thicknesy of pre-pottery atage ot this shte. ‘Below the tip the
boundary hetween prospidiery Eu:ni_ pollery I'I.'lg_': is eopecibed br am
overburden of materisl comipg from top,

Etomt [l amanls

Alog pre - pottery horizan several lugales, one trample,
mumcrgus mictoblades, backed blades and borgrs were collected.
Pue 1o crosion on 199 sha thiskness of hories wpresenting pottery
slage and belldiog levels i wuch tpduged. Stane implemengs coptipne
Tight 1o dhe top. But po microliths ars fausd there. They ane
replaced by paralicl milged blasles god Outed cores. The Plades are
eenenally semller o size sompared ty fhose fopnd on chaleolithic

slias in Bigd, Mamy of them gre seprptod and show high degree
silica gloas, providing evidence of their m*:; suh-uta-;}'.' i



69

Apart Trom ahove ool & ldfes aumbdd of conds, mostly bBlade-
cafcs, sime fhko-cords, dérapord ol several Dypes, Boelnd of difsmnt
kinds anid fotke Iarge fldke-Bladles were alio Found, Eidme 1ools are
Hegrally dmmmmemnble.  The thw mdterisl s mosily & fed wariety of
chert, found in Park Hmestong of Ceetdcsous age, expased to the
gorth arad cost. Io B Fownd §n dke river beds amd conglomerares bn
the form of senall rousded febblos all arcund the site. Mot of
the eires retain & patt of it drigingl peblifa sorfacé on ose Aide.
In the later phase larger blocks werd obtainéd from the euterep

ared, Bvversl grinding atinis dr dfohe querds dsd otiE pling stoses
wer: alio fdund,

The aeemblage of tosli as & whale |I..lﬁl.|.|:||1 more oomplex
and divarified compared to those Found at Anjia mound by Miss
de Cardi or at Kill Gul Molinmmad by Felservis. Thear parallels
are found wnly in Earachi are,

Peticts

buch pattery i fownd on top and slopes. 1t can be divided
inta two mala cilegorios: 1, baodmade, sod 2. whesimade.

1, {a} Thess is much besdmads rosgh poisery wirth Fritly temped,
Mot of it s plein wi.:l_l. tam or plek eoleur body. Bof after someé
sparch shords wors fownd which have & red slip o0 ope wifface dr
both. A few sherds show a crude decoration ie red, citber simple
thick lines or cross-katched peedant triangles i dotside apd sertical
lines popdant from rim imside. They clearly belong to:the class af
pottery which hos been nomsed by, Fairservls as Kili Gul Mohommad

Red Palnt ware In Quelts Valley, confised to periad 11 of K1l Gul
Mobammad (E.G.AL) sita.

oo by Anather Hardmmde pollery type i s fhis Biskét-marked
ware. This i3 alse considercd typleal of K G.nf. ware aenemblags
priginating agdin fn K. oM. pericd 11, Ouly thres slisrds o

faund: on ibe cite.
o} Plédes of 4 cride straw-tempered pottery were abse foend.

2. The whoolmade pottery W Kin amd' fine gextured, well Sred
and rod slipped.  Tho deep rod silp oo this pottery wde prepased
by grioding haematite in woter, A piece of hapmarie with ground
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pnd |.I-D|m'|l'u
appearancs B
bumithll pnd

faces was Found en the slie. This wos has a dull
pd has po othed desarstion. Lofef fhe surfess wos
the peitery appears te develop inta fwn varmpis,
ane wigh a highly pureished and shinisg plem-red paint, witkowt
furiher decaral B The other varianr develeped imio Nack-—am-Fed
&lip wara, with characieristic designg found on il Pl hzmmad
The most spmmos decomtion is a blsck band nlong ine
fim outilde as well as ipalde, inner band beipg thinner, Doker
designs nre: vertical salumsa of thick horizontal zigzaps undsf &
brasd horizomtal band below the rim; vertical straight pemdant lined
inside the rim; crods-hatched irinmgles wndsr harkzoital bhand; olher
diagonally erpss—balched patternsg checker-board; pezdont loops and
blsck Borizontal hend along the pidessal bue, i one case extending
eyon o6 o the Base.

5 Ty

Sherds with multiple parsils] black bards, horizontal or obliqus,
an red lip may belong 1o Togaw were, Ong sherd with lrownish
coloar hog & lacing dssign under broad zorizomial black band, similar
o ope dlsstrated From Asjire by de Cerdi asd assigned by her 1o
Togao B phase. Ong sherd shows & vertical sigma band beiwesn

vertical lines, Amnsher sherd depicts part of o maltiple vayed rosethe.
A few shords with simple décoration of o brood black band on o

Bull slip appeas Lo bebong 10 early Amri-Kechl Beg class of polafy.
A few sheros of wel-wars type wore wle collecced.

Chropedsgy and Cerrelaiies

The exrlior pottery phase of this site corrocponde with the
earliest levels of Anjlm mouns ner Khuzdar and Kiti Gul Mobammad
Period TI, wear Grectis wiich nre comaidersd fe be Meolithie in sge.
Similgr potlery has beon found in the early phases of Sur Japgal
aed Raps Ghondal in Loralni districh. Careful €. 14 dating at
the Khakhar Buthi will slow which way the coltwral infloences
worked = Mram the vopsial ares inla nd oF vics Wersa. Thi pré- pallery
phass, with maore archaio sbone tool kit and survivals of Mesolithic
stoae indestries may Enchele oocupation even older thon 1he K. GoML
period T, For the spper pact of K, G.M. [ a C. [4 ranps of 350~
300 B.C, has been oblaimed. Khikkar Buthi may prova to be dbe
cddest. sirailded site in Fukisten for Reolithic Period.
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In the Bele Ragion Aaskei-marked ware wos found in gbuandance
at Bubznd as well as at P Buthi. But it i fownd Bere o jerfacss
mined up with Fulli patlery amid it muy heve 4 grenter range in ke
hers,  Actusliy several sherds of Basksl-saarked wase from Bubaod
and Wizin Buthl are wheal=lurned, Thia Baskei-morked ware s
different in fabric from that found si Bhakhar Bochi. It no longes
signifivs o techmologieal stage in petiery making, bul appears i
haws sssumed soass Menetlonel pppset, AL Miain Buthi typical B G M.
ware and plum-red barnithed ware giniar to that Tound ar Khakoyr
i euml lias bhesa collecied near porthera foot of ibe mound, appar-
outly undeslying Mal phase.

Relutiseship widh Korachi Regha )

The sits of Ehakhar mound provides an sxiremely imporiank
chronnlogicl tie for 1B& pre-hlstorss sites of fGulhern Baluchansd
end Karscki Regios. The preseni wriler on & recend vigil fd
Tharre Fort near Guijo, a mcopgised site al Amrl Colture, Fownd
mokertal on fhe newly eroded part, which clogcly regembles the early
pottery phase atl Ehakbar mosnd. The coasde geit-teinpered hand-
mads potbery kel lin, fed-glipped ondesorated sherde Mrom Tharro
eppoar ideatizal o thie type of potery &t Khokher Barthi. A nunber
of lenstes and some thim scrrabed hlades with high lestre ars quiE
dilsrant in rew macerlal snd techniges fram the liver backed blodes
wnd riucgles found ar Tharre, They slong wilh bandmede and
iad-slipped ware suggest oocupatlen st the aife bolore Amr] Culture,
iepresenting Meolithic phase.

Anather site in | ower Bied, Kot Rajs Manjhera, on the pight
tank of ke leduf, wos described fn the prevlous articke {Dawn,
Jely 1968) s & fortified sabe of Amrl period. T was revisijed o
1.3.73, and the new ipformation gethered 45 pelevant ke and is
added in thiz repriot.  Aparl From A wars, o few sherds with
girk red slip found here, aro simitar to the tod=slipped ware found
a1t Khoktar acd Tharro, & Brey ware skmilar to that g Tharro i
interestizg. Apart from ploin B2, EreY or brownish prey .
ri:.h sinple lnesr decoration in white, red, reddish browg or ;;“r:
Fiiot shows some affinlcy with Faiz Mahammad Girey ware af qu:::".
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Valley. Bt the sherds ars 100 faw and too frgmentary 1o be quite

specific ou this point. .

er fine ware, amaih B amall fragrhosts, s o light red or
pizk i::hwrhh bulf slip and a brosd bk hihd on eflbsr ﬂd; of
tha rizz, In technique 1L reserhles jhe weic with blaek ban C!l
#iss of o red bursished warp of Khekhar el Migis Buohi, bor am
oologir and farm |s probably eloser to Kol Diji ware. It n_qu:rn:
furiher imvestigathon, Some red shérds with bright red slip and
thick whits incrusiation fesdmble the pottery of many pre-Harappon

eikes im Karachl ares,

A very usigue Featwre of this site is the find of a large number
of timy arrowheads or dartpeings, The total mumber of arrowheads,
found so far bn the whels sountry, & jusd o féw, They are moatly
dsaf shaped and wibour o tang. A this site. oot ef o voml eedles-
4kon of ohowt 1300 cher? pitces af all ypes, 215 are these beaudifsl
tenged errowheads. They show & highly devnloped technlgue in iool
mekirg. In size they gisps (roms Bess iben balf ech to ok 1ReE
ane insh, wilk one essepiion of o thickey spscimen of aboat 1§
imchae,

Migsr of ikem are bassd om a parslicl-cdged mboroblzde, with
irispgular cross-seotion. Their tips and tangs ere centred po the
mid-rib of tho blade. Beik the edges see trimmed with nibbling
retoich aloog the whols lepgth even os specimens less than § inch
fn length. Thoy mee leaf-shuped or triongeisr, with 2 long and

perfect tang.

They were collecfed from n rorky duifase Bleodt completely
sifipped of the thin while Elly-clay soil present on othes pasa of
the sibe. They appear 10 repressnt ibe Bowermosl Biosizon of ocoupa.
Hon, But eheir contemporaneity with any 1ype of pottery oo the
Ao # uncerlain. This #nd underlines the wide gap i our Enowledgn
e fekhisiory OF ibis countey and the Extent of speculation in theorize
Ing sboul the arkging and end of civilizticas i thif drea.

Arownd Knrachi ety a good wober of sitex wers found by

the writer which produnsd plum=red burnished ware. They saeg
lsemmeed in fle provices artichs meationed earlies. Masy of them
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jost imporisnt of ihem are: Eara

i i : sewpgal sites alomg The

i oiwari Bothi o Khodejl, B

i;-uhlﬂﬂl::n:u:ﬁr;null| ol Goth Radhe on right Iﬂ[_utl-[ EE 1he e
river; I.||:|-|:l,-I]' Langheji Modi, aog in Lapdhi arey oo F rakad

i Walloy.
Mangho Pir, University Campus, and some in ke Hab Valloy
p- the mse of ihis pium-ped

'.'|-IE localed in 1kd palic hesin.

Main featuses of theso sltes ar iy
hurniahed ware, seme handmods potisfy, smalk ﬂﬂ:kl;’:f:: t::n“
wany of them imdented and showing silia gloss, & “:‘"k u‘EralpannH.
site im Dreh Bibe e intact polished nxe and fwo 'ﬂrﬂ!i i
3 polished axes at one si jv deh Mendiari, Hah ¥ail=y. iy
significant Featirs of this period 8 b= building of foris n_nd |F_'mm
molated hills, They are gnclassd by dry stone walls om Sices o
which mscent i5 easy, the dilicult Pxcn fowardd piver OF decp vailey
is Jeft wndefzrred.  Ther generelly assums the Fosm of a pr-umnmfl-:-::.r
forl. All ihis evidoncs shows fabrfy denss pepelation, well organisad,
liwing in permanent seltbements  and practising agriceliure.  The
conditions, Bowever, do nod appear onfirsly peaceful. The peoplo
wee thersfore, obliged o bulld defensive warks,

Thesn gites were considered to be Moolithéo in the previous
.study. Tha gvidenes from Khakher mousd and skio Nisin Btk
confrmy &is consfusian, © Another site foucd mecemtly In Eamehid
dred iBail om ihe righl bask of the Langheli, known 48 Nind,
provides sbmikur evidénce. Topmost oooopation here belongs to
Hamappan pedod, which @ underlain by a phase which prodoced
same miceodiche. Al this evidence decides once for all 1Bef che
large sumber of mirofichio sites bn Karachki ofea nre in their proper
sequence of Lime ax in Mear Egst and other parts of the wesl afid

‘they can safely be chossified om the bass of technology of teng
iﬂ!q-]-m:ﬂ._u_ T

Mew Light un Provieasly Dissovercd Sites
Pialn Wil ; '

This prehistaric site, 3 miles porih-zast of Bela and west of
Eulei Hai, was cacavated by Stein in 1941 D.E. McCown prepared
& peport on, the poitery collscied by Sveln in Las Bzln, which rensains
unpublished. Miss Beatrice de Cardi studied this report with. ke
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pmissicn of Dineclar Gensral of Archasalogy in India, Her remarks
ahonl this sim ia Pakistan Archasology Ma, I, zre the -;uul.:.l E T
af previous information abosl this gite. According to this report
Kulli Colture here is undarizin by Mal Cultore, nn.-d. Togau Eﬂ:{d:
cwerlap and underlic the Mal phase. B.B. Lal in his bosk “Indian
Archaeslogy sivee Independence”, has given C. 14 date of [900%65
B far Kalfl phass a1 Miain Buiki,

pa

Fresent arady revesbed that sven without excavation the cultural
sequanse can B worked oul at this site, Aleng 1he wgstern sdge
of the mound in & werthcal cliff several feed ihick strais reveal
wypical Mal paitery usderlying the Kulll Cultwre, Stonc walls appear
st & few points extssding below 1be level of the bed of siatl mallah
whick has ¢l 1his ¢l But ne older phuse was seen here. But the
pre-HMal hosizos appear 10 fise norkwards and are exposed at the
foot of morbern dlope nesr ke modern graveyard. A red wane
phase aotidating Nal is recopnised hore, Ope sherd of Togaw © phase
wai picked & little up the slope.

O the low ground mumerous abesds with red slip; polished
amd decorafed wilh back bands slesg tim, 8 few diagooally hatched
sherds, & fragment of podesialled opes bowd with deep red slip ond
decornted with dot<tipped rosetis im the centre and black band alorp
rim, a chamcieristic desiga of Rili Gul Mobammad ware, was Tound
from ke debris of Siein's excavetions. Plum-red burnished ware,
gbsn Feund st Khakher Buothi, is abusdsst, & few shesde of Band-
mads coars werg alic proient,

Dne dberd with a fypical lacieg design belonging 1o Togau B
phazé, one with doohle wertical bands of sigmas berwsn parailel
lenes, and several sheeds with multiple paraliel lines, probakly
belongieg t0 Togay B phase, fousd st Khakhar Buthi sho were
eodlected. Qe sherd skows thick radiating lines aboye | em. long.

In the some aren some amall scropers, ooe burls and blidey weres
found, though on the mound bl stome tools are very rare,

Huband

This she is located [0 miles narth of Bela
. « Wil of the 6
fiood plein of the Porali. Fairservis Fromounesd it o [aee ‘;::r:



3

Pllﬂ'?l!' of the P ] really

fite with sirong Harappas ties. The mor ween the remmants of the

muh more gomples, The entire wrea bet
mound and the bill to the wet i corered by Haddm PO T
with twe ilone circles, & meceiadry sceompaniment @ for sloos
The mosnd i mosh distorbed nnd bas boen ssed &3 qUATTY P
aed rubble for the copstruction of the Haddira most probably < iy
Achaemanian pericd. The narthers most remnant lh{l"!-l- “|”:|:u.r1
built with large stones and probably formed the high plt ok
of & fire-temple, coptemporary o ibeie Haddiras. The Dr;:l pr
mound i redeced to a musber of molated ;I?ummtn'iﬂ ':""‘":'“"‘ wbia
piles of rounded baoiders, istermingled with IFI'I-“‘"':I’ and T '
Apart from late Kulli and Harappan ware, typical Kull :ml: i
its maturs phasve was fousmd o low Y T, S ‘1 W
wiilern section betuegn some houlced wall foundations on l&

gromnd typical Nal pottery was fousd in abundafce. Seme early
desigas of Mal, common with Amil ware, Were present oh woma
sherds,

Ta the szosth of the moond = the bed of o tosrent desceniling
from the hille to 1he west, sione wally 4 to 5 feel thick are expoved
g lisle below the level of Asf greusd on which the mound wtandla.
Twe rosms can be meogrised west of this wall. Similar wall found-
piofs ifd wisible om the easts 0t iy socertain whether these walls
sre parl of & defence syvicm oF profoclive wirks sgainst foods
resgltant wpon the roing level of the river Bad. In view of tha
evidenee of agpradation in the whole srem, af appears cfrfam that
gecupation levels go far dowa the grownd level.

Eeot Bals

Kot Bals, s moaod is Dech Bala of (ke Windar REiver delra in
bocated on u Bufied chanael of the Windar, shich turough Khutkora
ares entered the Simpda Lake iz the past. Sore miser chapeclh
still pass by 4, But agrsculiere al preient o based on well-brfoga-
thon, Raikes identifed it as & Hanppan port afe.  Present siudy
revealed that this site br alio Kulli site, later cocupied or peace fully
shared by the Harsppaes. Theie i powibility of elder Borisoss
below e level of the plyim et obis 1ite &lis, is considersbls ihockrenn
of locs-llke eicrial hay been Iil'pﬂi;.Ttﬂ ovEr piver gravel, r-l?l'm.l:l



3

the wonifer ‘in ihiz aren. Low :nﬁ;ul 'lu'ulfl.tlﬂ c'-i'.lh:r' monnd hows
occupstion during hiviorfeal times, probably during Fuddiis asd
Mustlm: perinds.

Poest-Harsppan-Eolll Colteres

AN the three sifed of Buband, MNizin Bothi and Kot Bals werg
desiraved by burming, The conflapration complately baked the upper
Isyers to a depth of several Fest. This boppancd. mods of dess
gimultaneonsly, Coarse indised ware ot &l three sites. Is fozod jo
abundaree. At Kot Bala and Wadds Buibl potiery with detlgn
Eigsilar do fleose a1 Bhahi Tump cemetry near Torhetand al Mezarahad
mougd Further west s foend.  This, Endécates  ozcapation of this
arcs by Jhukar peosple who are sepposed 1p be responsible fur
destruction of all Harappan snd Kulll sites. A1 Geji Bathi-| sbundant
clay bangles and presence of a bull pottery with Sesigns resemblidg
those of Trihmi ware Found om sites arcund Banchhar Lake lis
inferesting. Ooe of the bol sherds Trom Karin Plr moeod is identical
with gae of Trihni wars illustraced! by D H, Gordons®

At Wtd_d!.i Ruthi, Gaji 5:'“.':“"1 and Gajl é.ul.!'-]-—L Lando ware
I= present in ul';'p_rzl:igb!_: ﬂH.I]HI:_T. Al Kot Bala parcery whih. obvioos
uEliu'q- to I:hi.l:_ Fl.:!ll.'"& i11I J':“u.l- 'I?-Hrﬂl wog Jound. (D, H, Gordon
misigns dn ape of about 730 B.C, log these wares, though de Cardi
eppapdirs the Londo wase somewhat alder dgting it 1o 1000-1200 B.C.

Hacdir platforms are associated I every camse with etone
cirches resembling Paru Tower of SHeoer! And some smnll circles
and strnight wvesues marked by lines of stopes prohably hove some-
thimg 1= I.ﬂﬂ-. l-_-tl:l sun-worship, Alexander's historians Bave i'm':urllfli
|_]::.: gm_lzl ie. puople. of l.lqa Bela esposed their dead befars
I!I.IPD'I-IL Cyray had aoneied some of the frapteer aress before the
|:1|.|d|]!c .-ul' L LeBliny :!]:-f-'- and during the relgn of Darius ths
eilire ares uplo Indus formed his richest Batrapy before the 6ih
gentery B.C, ended. From this we may coneluge that these Haddirss
belong to Achasinunian Poriod, and mack their burials, Only excava-
;i_'iql“hlr_t_-:-ﬂt_dlill!. it Thu poltery asyocinted with thess strociargs i

« B[, incised or, Eardon i o design o7
Ipln'{ll:{ud ﬂfﬂ: nEer tips. A few .mrﬁﬁdém?g.ﬂp gul?:nr-r
surface wese aleo found. Skmilar pattery is fousd ar Kisbari and
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Bubsisgl  Haddirns, Waldds Balhb, (he thiee Gaji Bulhis._nnd. Kkl
Kot Fabric-marked poticry lins beon Foand &l eneiy sites in Karechi

area nlsn.

Koria Pir mosnd & cansiderad 16 he Sassunian in age, {hogh
it i & high mouid and the sits may bave existed carlier and lastec
lamger, Trihnl ware bos hom feddgnised Boro. IIdJr.:.1h.|nl.. of arly
Muslitg pericd ars abse Foumd, A piess of orogmentil h:-n.l: found
ot Kal Bela shows nocepation during Buddhist ;l:r-uf:t- Al Crondlrani
caves ar Heghan Shohr not mech dotoahle material is foand. Only
i Tun esves o fow sherds of a bichrume postery, with rod and black
paralle] basds, wore foysd, This type of pollesy has een Touwnd
by 1Be writee al Aghor en Hingol River, im Kalan Kot oa Makli
and in lowar Myeed af 1he ||;'|-ou||1 of Las Defx rown iinelf, expossd
in the carting of 1he Nasag Dhoro sast af ihe town, The eaves “'!1-'!'
heleng to Buddhiss pedicd. A few sherda of glazed ware indicating
Muslim ooougation wera found i Karis Pir, Gaji Babi-1, Kof Bale
and Mali Kot. Mouad of Deln town appesrs to represent the whole
Muslim period, Thus the Bela rogion sppears to span the entics
histary from Meolifhic period fo fhe presemt time.

Immedinge Danger fp theso Sites

Bela reglon is virtually an archaeological museum in #15 paiusal
satting. All these sites located ll.q:-ri.-; sm intermatiomal highway, or 4
faw mmiles of h:. wodld e o grest attrgetion for dhe towrist.  Apari
froim I.re-lng valaable culbtural herftnge of the whole nation, they are
a grent msset [or the toarist rrade, The entire area along the B.C.D.
Road from Kurachl 1o Quetta apart from its scomic beauty is stwdded
with ‘innumsrable archacelogical renains,  Through proper core and
a livtle development dlies: mozumests copll Bscosme Iﬁli:l Eneney
vargers for the povemy siricken arces in which they Tie.

These wites al presemt are is great, dangse al ihe hanils of
comiruciors, working for tke R.C.D, Road. One mpand in this
oroa, Gaji Buthi-2, las been completely eeased. Haddiras noar
Cath Maohammid Siddiguo, which were the Besl pressoved ones aml
weaw, WislBle niles away foom the road, hove besn dsstroyed to obials
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lrps sz stons far copstraetion of bridges on the rosd, The ansiezd
penplz whe heil neilber e faoilHmse all [reniport thel ®€ N0Ww BNF.
nop mexny ol Blasding reck Tegam the mmsky maeniaine, left thesn
monemands fnr sur generagon. Thew manuments jue a few monthy

bauk looked as perfact as if they hed besn completed only o fow
years hack. Dgl an the last visit on Zind Mevember, 1973, mose of

rhem were Tomnd dissadiled aod lasd wailz

Bimilarly Tate muy have hefallen the larpest group of Haddiras
an either side of the Khendi Thil fusiher norh. Digging of steess
from ke walbls af Khakhar moaed 10 miles. bovand Bﬂ!‘_ E":_:I' bar
alraady slasied. Tha i the mest wafoeble Heofithie sie pn the
souibhern part of the country. [t dedricdos witl b2 the greatest
nafinmal logs o ths field.

Morth of Las Bela, all alosg the keegh of R.C.0. Rmd_ I:|1I:.rl
aré hondreds of Gebartasds snd o grest pumber of asclent ailes g
rhielawen and Sarawsn, The sasie process might be st work through-
gut the ares. B is hiph time ihar ik Casstral and Provioeial
giichoritias &nd the Archzeology Depariment pay some amentlos A0
this #efious problem of prarsction end proservation of Thes: mongs
mends. Tt i urged wpon the prwroment to direct the authorities
conperped 1o see fhif destrietion brooght to zn eod. T may be
smphasised here thet chers is no scarelly of boliding meterial in
this grea, ag the Bighwar passes ihrouph a moonbainows termin all
iCn wmmy 18 q'b.ﬂ'tl:]. Ceplractory’ profit will sct be reduced much if
thess mooumanis &re sparad for tee future generntbons and for ihe
parauit of knowledge and ressarch. This iz particularly necessapy
for (ke erea belween Bela and Khezdar where the road s yet to ke

compheted,

.5, The Shordan site on the Moekar River was searched sed losaged
after the completion of this amicle. The &ite proved o be of
Hamappen cullure with some Raler oscupation also. It is wery
important For ks Locafion and alie For dhe evidesce it provides
for the chomges in landforms sipco the end of che Todss Valley
civilization. This site will be discussed separatsly with i
carrelatpon with ¢thee Harippan sites in the sowibero parts
al ihe comntry.
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