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Rals Ghulam Mohammed Bhurgrl

11irt id 40 .botslusitiea 9d 91 HAM]DA KHUHRO
1 a0 e rwobh bsli rirer slecd
:+-Undoubtedly. one; ofmost, brilliant stars on the ‘po‘l_i’tical ~
-firmament of India-in, theearly,.decades - of rthe twentieth, .
., century  was; Rais, Ghulam: Mohammed, Bhurgri. . His early
death) at ‘the age of -about forty - five. -at" the height , of , his, -
~ .career in /1934 ;deprived India as ai whole and. Sind in parti- .
cular of .the leadership, .of a. wise -and; moderate -nationalist.
,.;What course . politics -of , India,- would 1 have| ,taken remains...
one of the ‘ifs’ of politics. The tragedy' is;that almost; noy
work has been done on the life and work of this great man
. and; he awaits ;a- genuing biographer andrialso tol:be!.given a
. place of honour - in, the pantheon: ofnational leaders. | I oﬁ'er,
here- an outline. of his career-with, the hope that: /it iwill- be, -
ﬁlled in by, our young scholars rorg ofld lo stil lsutosilory

.l” Ra1s Ghulam Mohammed was by any deﬁmtron a front rankmg
leader of the Indlan Nat1ona1 Movement but very llttle is generally
"known' about h1m 'He was a practlsmg lawyer and a prolific
"correspondent but almost no papers survrve him. . He is mentloned
m documents and books here and there but no account of hlS life
1n Calcutta in 1972. Therefore we must be partrcularly grateful to
Tanab G. M Sayed who has made mvaluable research and glV]en us
a falrly full account although still m outlme, in his Janab Guzarmn
jin seen, VOl I, 1967. My paper is based on G. M. Syed’s researches,
such scattered materral from other books, and on the evxdence of

those who knew him even sllghtly{ including my distinguished

‘ father. i

; b osicso. sl S
2itil Raxs G. M Bhurgn was born in 1878 vin vrllage Dengan in
-Jamesabad italuka 'of Sindi'His ancestors wére Baluch from Dera Ghazi
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Khan settled in Sind for many generations. Ghulam Mohammed’s
father died while he was only about 10 years old and-the property
vas administered by the Court of Wards. After and early education
in the village Madressah he went to Mission High -School in
Hyderabad and then to Navalfai Hiranadd Académy also in Hyder-
abad. He spent some time at the Sind Madressah Karachi and then
Wwent to Aligarh where he matriculated. On his return to Sind Rais
Ghulam Mohammed settled down to being a progressive but average
zamindar when a remarkable event changed his life. One night he
wab boéupying ‘a Dak Bungaléw meat the” Shadi’*P4lli'Station in
Jamiésabud when Ihe was hskeéd  to vacate’it hs'a British officer
wahted’ to come in. ' Rais ~Bhurgri refosed ‘to’ Jéave’ the Bungalow
much t6 annoyance 'of the Asistant Collector who décided' to”teach
Bhargri a Tesson by ' prosecuting -him undey “section’ 110 Cr. P. C.
Friends advised Bhurgri to leave the country and  consequéntly he
weht t6 England wheie hé 'stayed for three yeat¥ireturtiing in’ 1908
after hhvit'e bécome' ' Bar=at-Law. iitfoq Gk ) Lo

. Immediately: on hisisreturn~G: M. Bhuigti et up  his" law

practice fin Hyderabad iwhere he was: soon' vety “a6tive in “politics.
Hydérabad was fat othat time’ theivery Hdb' of'the' 'politi¢al and
intellectual life of the province.‘Mafy ‘of the fitost ‘d‘i‘s‘ti‘ﬁéﬁﬁ’shed
figures in the Socjal_l ;md political life of the Province were living
and ‘working ih' Hyderabad ‘at ‘this time.” Among the well known
figures wete Maulaila Ubaidulllsh Sindhi Who had set up his Darul
Rushd if the village of fhé Pixs of Jhunda very near Hyderabad.
The saiyasis of Glifukal Ashifain Of the Punjab had opencd Brahama
Achatya Ashram to Prodilce yot

i

Achatya Ashidfil to proc & yong Hindt workers. ‘The lder brother
of the Ijamous"(.fp'ngress politician “Acharya Kripalani “had ‘been
converted to Tstam ‘andwab' pieachiing Tsfam among the educated
Hindus and 'there were “ihany others active in’different spheres.
Bhifrgti soon created a Wide cirtle of friends and ‘co-workers, both
“Hindus ?'.ﬂ'cf Mll'sli’r‘xl"s‘“.! ‘Among thesé were Sa‘ﬁfadés ’Mangharam,
Jethmal Parsram, j’z’a’i"fam‘dé’s Daifatraih, Abdul Qadir Hafiz, Abdul
‘Rahmian Barrister, Mr. Abdul Jdbbar, Staikh Abdal Majid Sindhi
who had just converted to Islam. He came to live with Mr. Bhurgri
iand became editor ‘of 'his paper (Ad=Amin. Ambhg the political
associates of 'G. M. Bhurgri!were 'Séth Hatohandrai’ Vishindds,
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Ghulam Ali Chagla, Seth Yousifali ‘Alvi, Ghulam! Hussein: Qassim,
Jaffer Fidou and others:. Most| of these: politicians!/weresbased i
Karachi. Onc of the centres of activity was theIslamq Clubriwhich
was near Gandhi Gardens and where dlStl“lguLsned vmtors also
came and'stayed. toleadd N s bsbualia

By 1909 :G. M. Bhuwn was member of All India, Nanonal
Congress. . He was also elected jone of the. four smembers. that
Sind sent'to Bombay Legislative Council. G. M. Bhurgri-was. e]ected
.as representative of . Z'xmwdars,; nd, Jagirdars and with lum went
Seth Harchandrai as “representative of i 8ind Nv.mcxpahtxesw Both
these men joined the non-official party in the: Bombay Leg;slalure
under Sir Pherozeshaw Mehua B sibal [1A

Durlng hlS tenure as member of the Bombay Leg1slature
Bhurgn concerned hxmself thh dlffcrent measures to. amehorate tlle
condition of the masses in h]S‘ Prownce and w1th lmprovem' t *of
the condmon of the Musllms ‘of India. as well as the pol1t1ca1
“proﬁlems of the Indlan Nat10na1 movemem B,

“He trled to brig in 'thé’ Mushm educatxon cess’ b111 which- was
“defeated by the~ antagonismi” s¢ the (Goverr ment.” At “every stage
“GU'M. Bhurgrl kept ‘his consmuents 1nf01med 'of his actlvmes and 'of
‘the” polltlcal snuatxon L He corlesponded mdw;dnally wrth the
leducated persons in’the” provmce *Hls ef’orts were thus devoted to
"the pohtrcal educatxon of the “STndhis: Tbrough “his eﬁ'orts tbe Radshi
comrmssxon’ was appomted and "1ts ﬁndmos so shocLed “1he govern-
“fent - that stronﬂ measures Wete taken 'ty try to stop it UG M.
“Bhuregri and 'his’ associates mcludlng the” 1ead1ng Hmdu polmcmns
-ade strong eﬁ'orts to convmce the Brmsh ‘Govem‘nent to nge‘Smd
‘al separate status rather than let' it remam as‘-an apper.dage of

i Bomba.y of‘attach it to the' P\m_]ab as some of the Bntlsh were “in
i favour of domg at thls tlmel
i+ 10l } \‘:!; i I i I Dhosdgizel

Dot L GiML Bhurgn organized 4’ deputatron to meet Sir Edw'n
Montagu, the Secretary of State' for India on his visit to Tndia /at
~the end of the War. Montagu Whs ‘inipressed ~ with - ‘their case but

* the Bombay civilidns’ pressure to keep ‘Sind" provc”‘ too strong and
“ifor ‘the 'time ‘being the' status qlio continued.
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Apart from his busy legislative schedule for 'the public interest
Rais Ghulam Mohammed was also participating fully in All India

Nationalist politics.

He attended all the yearly sessions of the Indian National
Congress, which were then held in the month of December. Under
his and his friends influence the Sind delegation was a large onme
every year. 58 delegates attended the 1910 session and equally large
number accompanied him in the following years. In 1911 he and
some associates set up the Sind branch of All India Muslim League.
The 1913 session of the Indian National Congress was''held in
Karachi at the invitation of Bhurgri, Vishindas and ‘others. The
28th session of All India Congress duly met at Karachi from 26th
to 28th December 1913 under the presidentship of Nawab Mohammed
Bahadur and among the distinguished participants were the Aga
Khan, Late M. A. Jinnah, Lala Lajpat Rai, Dinshaw Vacha and
others. The session proved a great success despite the open hostility
and propaganda of the Government which was alarmed lest the
loyal ranks of Sind Mussalmans be disturbed. Soon afterward Rais
Ghulam Mohammed took a large delegation with himself to the
annual Muslim League Session which met at Agra on 30th December
under the pres'identship of -Sir Ibrahim Rahimatoola. At this time
a number of progressive nationalist leaders felt that the two great

_national orgamizations, the Indian National Congress and the All
India Muslim League ought to come together and make common
cause. to gain constitutional advancement for India. World War I
bad- begun in 1914, and the Allied powers were anxious to gain.the
cooperation of the Indians in the war effort and were in a mood
to make all kinds of promises. In order to get a definite commit-
ment from the British Government for Home Rule or Dominion
Status for India it was felt that common proposals should be framed
by major parties and put before the British Government. K Some of
the most farsighted leaders of the two parties worked for this
objective- among whom most important were Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Syed
Wazir. Hassan, Rais Ghulam Mohammed Bhurgri and Raja Sahib
Mahmudabad.  The result was the famous Lucknow Pact of 1916.
Both Congress and the Muslim League held their annual sessions
at Lucknow where both Jinnah and Bhurgri were guests of the Raja
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Sahib of Mahmudabad. The Lucknow Pact was made and the joint

sals put before the Government. Their fate is a matter of
propo

hlSlOr'}'l.lC 1917 General Congress Session was held in Calcutta with

Annie Besant as President, Rais Ghulam Mohammed was elected one
of the General Secretaries and was taken on to the Working Com-
mittee of the All India Congress - the only Sindhi Muslim even to
be a Member of that body. The end of the war in _1918 saw a
change in the political situation in India. The Imperial Go.vernmcnt
was no longer in a mood to appease the Indians and put into force
a number of repressive laws. The constitutional reforms they effected
did not come up anywhere near the expectations of Indians. The
Muslims of India were agitated on account of the fate of Ottoman
Empire which had been on the losing side in the war. They suspected
that Allied powers wanted to dismember Turkey and abolish the
Khilafat. . This feeling gave rise to the Khilafat movement. It was
the first mass political movement in.India which was instrumental
in politicizing the people of India. A wave of enthusiasm spread
through the subcontinent as:the Khilafatists and Indian National
Congress joined hands in the mnon-cooperation movement. Among
the most active Khilafatists were the 'Sindhis. Agitation spread
through the Province, not only among the middle class politicians
but also -among the Haris and the urban working classes. The
Khilafat propaganda .was - carried ' through voluntary workers and
through newspapers including Rais Ghulam Mohammed’s newspaper
Al-Amip. Shaikh' Abdul Majid Sindhi, the editor had been put into
jail already in 1917." The Government of Sind was highly alarmed
at the strength of 'the movement and -tried through repressive
measures and harassment to cow the people into submission. Mr.
G. M. Bhurgri was in the forefront of the Khilafat agitation. Lady
Lawrence, the wife of the Commissioner Sir Henry Lawrence records
““Mr. B. is the arch villain and there will be amazement and cons-
ternation when they learn so influential a. person is for is. The
great Mr. B. js at the point of arrest.* Mr. B. had been the
mainspring of the agjtation. He was the Secretary of the Congress
and in close touch with Gandhi. An energetic and clever man, a
Bar-at-Law and landlord,” Soon after this in 1918 he left for

*Lady Lawrence; Tndian Embers, pp. 391-394.
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England; to make contacts with- the H. M. G. He met Sit E. Modtagu
and was one; of the signatories of the memorial to- the Prime
Minister of England on behalf of H. M.’s Muslim subjects sent on
12 .December 1919. Rais Ghulam Mohammed returned from Bngland
in January 1920. In;February 1920 Khilafat conferencé was held at
Bombay and in recognition of his great services  to the  nationalist
bahsé Rais, Bhurgri was elected ' President. He iwas proposed, for' the
.c_hair by Maulana Abdul Bari Farangi® Mahal’ and, seconded 'by: Sir
Fazalbhoy‘ “Karimbhoy.,' Among | the i many | notable leaders: present
apart from Maulana Abdul-Bari and Sir Fazalbhoy Karimbhoy were
Maulana Abul  Kalam: Azaad;, -Maulvi s Zafarali ‘Khan “ILahoree;
Saifuddin Kitchlew, Mr. Gordandas; Azaad Sobhani; Hasrat Mohani,
Pir Rashidullah' Shah, Jhandewaro, Maulana: Shah Salman Phulwari,
Moulvi Abul Qasim Fazal -Haque; Jamandas Dwarkadas; Mr.” M./A.
Jmnah Moulana Dawood Ghaznavii/Sir Abdullah-Haroon, and others.
In, addition, to the other resolutions regarding Khilafat movement, the
couference also passed-a fesolutionthanking Mr. G M.:Bhutgri for
h;s .services; for, the "Khilafat moverment ‘during his-stay 'in>London.
In keeping .with theJCongre’ssﬁ‘,r'és’olufiomto?boy'cott' elections “under
the Reforms.of 1919 Mr.- Bhurgri: did ot contest im the relectlons
of 1919 He was however siominated 'on Ythe ‘Council of State, a
post he acccptcd at, the persuasion:of friends but iwhich He remgned
'later as a ,protest;against -the . Government’s policy: ‘of: represswn.
In. November 1923 Bhurgri stood for ielections tothe ‘Central’ Legls-
:Iature and was elected; toit. In the Legislature ‘he. joined Jinnah’s
Indcpcndent Party.. In March ;1923 the:annual Muslim League Session
was held at Lucknow,and “G. M.;Bhurgri was electéd President; His
iPreSAdcntlal address ‘Was jcomprehensive and " profound' ' covering
internal and nxternal problems 'of,India: and: what! we ' ‘would mow
‘call the thlrd World.; Ap mamof;vmmn thei made “a remarkably
‘prophetlc statement. | .2 ‘ oD adt 1o otiw oy

6o bas isemessms ol Uiv etady Loe aistliv ) ’ )

“Some pBOplc think the ldea 'ofa League' of’ Or1ental NathllS
to be 4 dream; but ‘when Iinotice the aggressxon of Europe agamst
Asia, and,'Africa,; the- behaviour of the’ white' Taces towards the
_coloured peoples - and: colour pre_]udlce in ‘some' of" the westeru
countries, I'clearly see'lthe Yearly 'realization of this dream. “Asia
for Asians’ has already, gained possession of the heart of . this con-
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tinent, and so has Africa for the Africans; it may be slowly, the
maker and unmaker of nations is working out His will. India’s
place is undoubtedly in that brotherhood, and I feel that it will
one day, by reason of her size, population and resources, have a
very honoured place in jt.” (S.-S. Pirzada, Foundation of Pakistan,
Vol. 1, p. 570).

The fifteenth session of the Muslim League came to an abrupt
conclusion when there was disagreement on Mr. M. A. Jinnah’s
proposals that Council entry should be allowed. The session was
adjourned sine die on 1. April 1923 :and when it teassembled in
Lahore on May.1924 Rais Ghulam Mohammed had already died on
9th Maich 1924 at the .agelof 45. The loss 'was ‘sudden and terrible
for the people of Sind, both:!Hindus: and Muslims, ‘and for'the
Muslims of the whole;India.: For the Muslimsof Sind his death/left
a gap which has neyer been filleds The 15thi Session of Muslim
League reassembled under the ; presidentship of M. A.. Jinnah and
passed the, folldwin‘g resolution -on his deathw:t 5

“All India Muslim League places on tecord its deep sense of
sorrow at the:sad. and untimely! death: of ‘the  Hon’ble “ Mr. Ghulam
Mohammed Bhurgri, and feels that'ifi him 'the Mussalmans of India
have lost one . the, greatest: patriots, politicians i and ‘disinterested
servants of the community, anddesires that this expression of sorrow
on behalf of the ,commumty may be’ ¢conveyed. to his famlly.” (S.S.
Pirzada, Op. Clt., Vol, L pp. 577—578)

There was not a word, of pOIlte exaggerahon in the \Vords of
the resolution as far as; Rais Bhurgri wasconcerned.



