Old Issue in New Context: Last
Phase of Politics in United Pakistan

SHAR'F M. SHUTA

The era 196%-71-the last phase of onited Pakistan-bad witosased
the extraordinary political upbeaval and particularly East Pakistan
{pow Bangladesh) was In the prip of an interse regiopalist mavenzent.
Thi& regiomalist movensent as discussed hers ultimately forced by
circumianess led to the secestionist movement reiulting the emergencs
ol a soverzign Kepublic im the world map.

What follows here is 2n atbempt to re-ezamins palicy percep-
tiont of politicines apd leaders, polities of triparfite megot@ations
and mpin issmes and motivariops kst camgod the bouse divided.

It could ber nofed that with the conclusion of the ficst ever
General Elsstion (1570, wild-hopes and expectatioss for o steble
government Were in the pir of Pakidtas. The mest significant featurn
of ike election was the cmerpesee of twe mzjor parties<the Awami
Leagwe of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the Pakistan People's Party
of Zo A, Bhutio, 1 was expecied that the emorgence of the two
parties woold botk Facilitdte the fask of the constitution-makisg ae
well as the munniog of the govermmestal provess, These hopes were
further stpepgtbencd by dhe fact ibhat both these partics were Bod by
youngl pod shrewd politicians who were enger, as 1Bey claimed, 0 sce
cirly Mourshing of democratic ordar in 15%e cowntry, Bath Jeadirs
®were again committed 10 end the explodtation of the common men. ¥
Baoth the leaders also stond for maximum provisels] sutencmy ihough
Boureo's stand was not ¢lear. Bhutto also preferrad that the injustices
done towards Exst Pakistan showld Be rectified? The fact that bath
the leaders amd their parties had reffained from attadking each
other during ihe logg election campaigh, was still encouraging.d
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Maroover, Sheikh Mujib's contention before the election was thut
the Bix Poins wers negotiable. Bhulto had also mever taken the
Bix Points ok the lest word of Mujib, All thess common faatares
between Shoikh Mujfib and Buteo hod obviously raised ihe prevail-
ing spitit of optimisn grendl the peple b0 o atill| higher pitch.
Thete wat & gepern] feeling omong the pecple gf bosh wings that
both' of them woald naslcably nrrive st some poditiéal undersishding
of Bsting notwre throegh mdel segotiatioes and reciprocal con-
CEEAIBIE, :

But very soon ibe popular spislt of cptimism and hope gove
Wiy o gloam sed despair. It was penerelly reglispd that as a prarter
of fapt there was 1jitke gromnd of cimston wnderstandirg betwuen
Bhutte and Mulib. It wat said that Thutic was for etfeag’ gemtre,
wheress, Sheikh Mujib was commiited irreVneably 1o maRimem pros
vincind autopomy.* 1 ihis éomncation the vithl Gubstlons thit were
balng ratsed by politienl obdervers and elairvoggnts were Rat whether
Sheikh Migjib wonld agret 1o mike necesiy ndfiisthenty §n resgect]
of hig Siz=Point fermuls fo ooder 1o ment ke objestions of Bhuite
o whether Bhgio -wounld plimetely agres with SReikh Mujib in
drafting @ constitwtion for. Pakistan on (e bagls ef S~ Point
Formula without any adiustment. At this stege 8 mestipg between
Alve twd glowis =l phosk Exentlali begausn the deatiny ol the édaniry
redted 1n their bands, cSometow: for one or the blber  pedsdoms  sugh
A metling unforhsietely oould net teke placd inimediasely. Buidnally
whes the mesting hptwean dhem (ool place, moch water had fowed
dowis tatoaph the ahges and tho Indus. Thersfors, [n' order -tk
Fally gmsprond appreciate the dowrse of Mujll-Dhutta. prdeyd whigh
toak pluce towards the endiol Fanwary 1971, il may be nepessacy Lo
ﬂ:m'ﬂf elosely the backgrownd ofi evenis whish had oceurrsd eaddiar

.. ARgs, he lapdslide victary at the polls, it wes not difiolt far
abmgevert fo naliee 4 marked Shavgs jn ibe Beible position that
Sheikh, Mk asd thp Awgmi League bad posed over the Six Pojots
serfier, The Sbeiks and the Awaml League's stand was maw, ber
comigg more and more figld and uneompromising, It would become
ghear if we go through pome of the public stytempnts and specches
of the Awassl League. loaders, I his fiest pross l."unf.:i.{;mu-l ﬂ-ﬂ-ﬁl'
s elelan Shedkh Mulib said, A contitulion securing full regigual
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autonomy on the basis of the Six-Point Formula has to be framed
wed implemented n oall it dspects.”® He reparded the election
verdict 5z & “referendam on 1ke 6-Polnt end 11-Point forsuls."?
Thiree dayvs later, i, on Detember |2 he remaked, *If the peopls
had decided ptherwise in the electlons they would have died like
dogs. Mow T thall se¢ how the demands of Bengal are not mef.,
Bepgaless Bave shed blood For my release from she jpil, T shall not
hesitare 1o repay blocd by I;r{u-uli. il necessary.™¥ Komfeizaman, !i1'.'-'
Besretary-Creneral of e Avwami Leagas ehserved in a public meeting
at Rajshahi on December 11, 1970 that his party wauld oeder no
cirfamstaness enfer into allinnce with any party or elemests which
woald decline to frame o constitution based on the 5ix - Poing and
Eleven-Foint programmes ;

O the same day  Eehiruddin®A the * Viee-Fresident of the
Awami Leagoe, aid thai the people of Bangladesh basl given their
verdict in favear of lbe Awami Lengue's Six Points aod shat his
pery would not acpept nmy constiwtion short of the Bix Paints 'F
Thie samse vokn was epain raised afier-the Awami League's sprclasular
wimtary in iho provizcial pells. Sheikh Mujih reiterated {on Decesnber
B, 1970} his earbor demamd that thers showld be no constitetion
el en the basiz of Abe Siz-Point Programme.??  These spesches
and -stalements showed the umcompromising’ and w=n-concilintary
aftitude’ of the leaders of the Awami League.

When Sheikh Mujib and his asscciates wers engaged in making
flery speeches and: sintemends, Brutio' &5 5 relgliaior alio me
Forward in West Pakisten. Bhutta reicerated thar o conglilution
or amy <eniml government could be foppeed de the country, wilhowl
ibe cooperation of. the, PRF. In this regard & wery usmplasan
aEatEment Wl also mede by Abe PPP Chicf when he said, **Punjob
andl Siad Até be bastion of power in Pokistan aod since s
pagy emerged With o sweeping majority from these provinees his

egoperktion & casmatial for the formation of the constitution or &y
cemiisl | poveroment 'ia

i A EE alio obsmrved that if Bast Pakistan could nat bave 2 proper
shaye n the Covernment of Pakising daring ibe past 23 years, 1t did

mat mean that during the meat 23 yrars Eist Fakistan should rule West
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Pakistan.®?  These slalemenis met sharp reactions in East Pakislan,
paeticelarly in ihe Awomi Leoges cirgtes., The rift between tke
Avnpil Leagus ard the Pakistan Peopls’s Parly began fo appear on
the safste—ihus verbal warfore between the iwo parties began,
Tajuddin Abmsd, ihe right hand of Skeikh Mujib, | & rejoinder

to Bhatto =id:

Wi are with nn absolute mejority in the Metional Assembly
and &leir elecioral mandote suthortses us o Mrame the copstitu-=
tion os well os to form the ceniml povernment.  Putjab apd
Simd can no lonper aspise to be baglions of power now. The
poople of Pakistan have rejeeied Lhe pasiid

Thos ihe leadars of both dke parties Eade some inilikl mistakes.
Tnstcad aof undemslanding each other’s view—painls liey engaged
themselves in & verbal warfare which tere ibem apart. However im
ke comiext of 1he changed political gealivies, Bhutto factfully later
on changed his approach towards Eost Pakistan, He softened down
it tone &od tener In the course of his referonces to Sheikh Mujib
and the S Points. At tsis juncture cne shoold not loss sight of
Bhuito's realistic and pragmasic stand to the gffest that durable and
lasting comstitution for Pakistam could pet be dralied without mhe
consant and eooperation of the Federnting unit= 3% This ceoth is
fully corroborated by the history of Moderslbng, Indeed thie palitical
mistory of Pakisian iisedf gives adequate |..|:-;|:|mm tis glve fact., The
Constitwtion of 1956 a5 well 2 the Constitgtion of 1962 could el
lpst long' becemse there wai mo- unesimity amaong the fedemting
wmits, The 195 Cogafilufion throst the *Ope Upir scheme i Weak
Pakistan ‘agaimst the wishes of the people of dind, Morth-West
Frontier Proviece spd Haluchiston. Slesilarly a uniiary awlboritarian
political sysiems wes iniroduced |5 Pakistan by the Ayebian Cons-
ticution (1962) against the wishes und aspirations of the people of
Eazt Pakistan. In view of &Il these factors o broad consensus amd
politieal uul:l-l-Tl-th;:udln'_ betweer the two majog parties of Pakisian
wad all the more mn imperative mnecessity. But unfortunately &
protracted eachangs of chirges sid counter-chirgss between Bhutl
and Hu::lb bondinued aod thal bad dissstroms impact on kel
subsequeni parleys. :
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Maulsna Bhosaei's new politics had slse greal impact upon the
Dhistte - Mujfh parleys, The Maulkpa began Lo rais the woige of
independant Bepgal oo the asls of the Lahore Resolution. [F 53
hackneved cheervation that the Meulses hod always demonsirated
hig bhetter skill in apitaiional pelitics miker thas i poanitutional
polities,  In bis Tong political eareer the Maulann never assumed
any pablic oifices. Remuining puiside af all eonstitotionl agencics
af goverpmuest Be was, however, fesponsible [op twmbling many
winistries, The fall of Ataur Ruhmss's mximistry in Esst Pakistan
in Jone 1958 asd subeequently Ayub's eaje from the scene of paticnal
:I:Ilﬂ.ll:lﬁ coald be nscribed bo his political mackinniios. His stopans
“,;.Er-rar-l:lu..l'u'.'.m" (emcircle lru:l destroy) wore alding Tog) to fire perd
thus pn-:-::d. Ereat threat to il iptegrity of Pakmsian.

Mot lang befors ‘Be had shiwed miuck’ comiosrn ahout preserving
ikie umity of Pakistan. ¥ But whal'meade the Maulass now 10 adept
ihis pew tEcticsY Were Lherd miives dirceted simply to r""]"h Mujib
or was-tke Maulaoa doing thess oo the Basly of some secred deal
with Mujib? Whatever might be the cam the Menlone's pew pestures
foreed Sheikh Mujib to 2dopi a8 more mdenwdnt position wif-g-wir
the %Ik Points.  Here it may Be pointed ont that while the negotin-
tiois between Bhatto aod -Mupih werg in progress the Maulana. lashed
aul '* Etntl:ht warning Ta all the newly clecred bR A ;:HEI:E!IHI.'! ol
ithe Matipnal ! Adsenhly) ‘Ffrom East Pakistan ibat if- they  wore going
to make @Ey oonceisioms over the Siz-Point and - Eleven-Peiot: pro-
peammes, they woold never be spared ol the wreth asd  fary of the

Bengalees. b7 1T

Amother :@i;ﬁut'mdt ihat had greatly  complicated  the
| process u.j'pum.ul eccommndiion berween Ensd and West Pakisian
was the occasiom of “calb-taking ceremony' of the Awami Leapus
MMAs and BIPAR B=ld st Bamon Rave Courss an Japsaey 3, 197),
This practice-though new did pot suit the politkes of ke day for i
mede Sheilkch. Mujib, sed:hiz party  priscoers of Lheir owe meking.
Bueikh Mujib and his 17 MMAs and MPAs pledged before the
pubdloz o
" We shall remain whole-heaetedly faithful to the peopls's
 mandate en the Si-Foisl and Eleven-Polni programmes and
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ihal we =hall sseive la
is the copstltution and in day Lo
of autenamy based on ihe Six - Paoind

Progrummi, !

ile best or oor shility l-ﬁ peflect both
day practice the principles
and Eleven — Poiat

was it & deliberato policy fo lghtem thelr own hapds S0 that
im tho copferencs tabla they could give the excuso that they could
nat move [rom the Six Points sines they wert pledged to that.
[ndesd those exceses had heen made by the Awami League leaders
fo justify their rigid stamil aver the Sis Points on the sabsequent
copfentnos table. At the same cath-takiog ceremony, Shelkh dMujity
alie declared, *We wapt cooperation and help of the West Pakisani
repfesentatives in framing the constitution bill.  But there could be
go compromise on Tundamsental matbers of polley.1% In this respect
he palnted out that the Six - Point and Eleven - Point programmes
were no mets his or his parly's property, Referesdum was teeld om
the 5ix Poiots and the Eleven Painti. The Awami League could noed

ammend 1 now. He tkus thegaiepsd:

Mane wosld be oble to stop ws in framing & conatitus
tlom o the basia of the Six Polpts and Eloven Points. We
would frame a constitution for the eounmtry as we sire tha
papraieatatives of the majorily of the people of the consntry
Thote who want io put 2o obstacle on j1s way would ],;

eliminpbed. 28

The incident of ihe eath-taking cerema : i
p:mﬁu statemenis appexridl as d-ga.lt_h.l.:: ::d.';:: sukkequcat
expecking |I:|.n.1.Ehb|k.'h Mujit would be more Gexibie 1o i;é';‘!:npn_':m
afler ke clection. Pothaps these Incidents prompied M k. L
Khga 13 rush to Dacca to have & dislogme wih ;ﬁ;’-‘;Sﬂi:ni Yahya

mjlb,

Another incident thet hed emhbidi
, mred relati

:n.ﬁwr? Leagn and ibe Pakistan People's I:::HI ‘JDIII-F between thi
Pa:'” 1 win dver the support of indepenéent RSl Mo
|I|:-::m to the creed of the Awami Loagee, I MMNAs of West
- i - 3
bJ:"' unucl be out of place 19 memtion thap Elihu tonnéetion, it
| u.:l;uuh”mm of West Fukisthn bad phiyed 4 peadpos o
B o b2 bad besn instramenial jn hl'ini'hl‘ Ehe::ﬁs role. Earlier
. wils, Danltape,
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Wali Khan together in o secret mestig in London so that they
could arrive st somte kind of politkal understanding among thee-
selves. Howiver, the socalled 'London Plan® beame  inoperative for
ike Pakitfan People's Pariy had emerped as the siagle majority party
in West Pakisian, Cosseqoently Yousdf Hafcon changsd his tactics
ord his mew sirategy slmed ai 1o gei 45 many indepecdsnt MNAs
into the Awaml Ledgue a3 possible ood with (he support of the
Maticnal Awami Party {HAFL e Councll AMuslim Lzngis {CH-I.:I
belittle Bhutto as wuch a3 possible.3? Thess efbets hewever, conld
et be successful.  For majority of the [ndependent MNAS frared
1o opposd BRuilo, in view of the fzol thal the FFF was rertninly
gring to form governmente in Sind and Punjab. Therefore, nathing
cimg oal excopl that ‘ibesé cffords had widened (the el between
Hhutio and Mujik, ’

. We have already observed fbot Bhutto and Mujib, due fo ihe
past-glectiin developments, became 1be fate-deciler of the country,
While chis & qiile tros, we shouzld not iEpsore the rale af .'!l!"u.ﬁ;ra.
Ehen im this regard, " For be as the Pretideat and wivlder of power
bad definiiely 8 #lake in the futuré of the country.®?  Earlier bow-
ever Yabod Khan hed held soveral secret mestings with Muojib In
HMovensher 1970, In these meetings Sheikh Majib had conveved {he
impgesson to him tha: Sig Poists were negotiable and necessary
ad juslenents wers possible ¥4 Yakya Khen became wory bappy (with
this oufcoss: and was cosvioesd that the felure constitufion wopld
combine “MMujit’s S Points oed the five principles faid down in
the Legal Framework Oreder"?3 In these mectings Sheikh Mk
had slso meds & solome prosiss to Yabim Khen ibne e {Muiﬂ:}
wonbfstnday gue A Tlaginte el S i (el Sl Yy
presentatiom 10 the Adesmbly, Shaikh Mulib's public spesch of Taduidey
3, 1970 ache Ramma Race Coufée, appeared to Yobwa Khan i
conteary o what Mujib had pledped earlier. Yahwu Khl; thus
rushed S0 Datea for claridoations, His vikit fo Daccs was qulle
deaktibe. Barlier it wis Hellewid thur the visit wolbld cone plasr
tima illil. the seznmd half of ﬁ.nullj. Mujits 81 ghot timo Bal Ees
iy the cyclone alfected areas where pollings were yor ta m‘_':
e, Trrpamt HHFI‘III:I rﬁum[i.ﬁ bhim o meet Wihyn MEsk was
¥ F"‘".“{F formts mathed Daces Cimmediately. The [wWo lekfery
miet o8’ Fapuary 13 aid mlked for more thom thres Bodf. Blany
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{aswed Including the 5ix Painis came jm the discusslons, The news
pupers all over the country reported that the talks were very swseeasfol
uod satisfactery. President Yahya Khan himself on the eve of his
departure for Karachi neeluimed the Shelkh as “cthe future Prime
Minister of Pokistan.”26 All thess reports and developments caussd
great anxiety for Bhutto, He fenred that if amy undecstanding was
reached. between Yahyn and Mujib then it would be difficult for
Mim to negotinte om the Six Poigts. In faes, when his Scst talk
with Sheikh Mujib could not meke satisfoctory progress e nlloged
that there had bees 2 'plan’ beiwsen Sheikh Mujib and the Govero.
ment 1o frame o conMitetion on the bosls of the Six Poinds.?? Tha
sende of anxiety acd frustration of Bhutto csm alse be gruged from
his Immediste reactioms. In obwiowms reference 1o Wahya Khan's
slalement he emphatically destared thar be had no ambitien of
desire to hold ihe office of the President or Prime Ministor or amy
other position, He furthgr mainfained that *if the comstitution
mndermined o Ay way ... the peopla woudd Know very well that
the People’s Party could not be held respomsble for any af these
_tventualities. ™ Here |t may be noted that sithough Yahya and
Mujit showed a great sense of satsfection ot e eonclusion of the
discussion yet the discussion went badly for Yahya Khap complained:

Mujib had gosie hack on his word and refused 10 show
"Thim  his: (Mujiby dmft constiselion “on the' grouwhd thar ms
#i Cleader of the majority pariy be and hé alops

ol For the new constioatich. 2 t-:lil.i g

Mullls st the same time damnpded the immediate
of the Assemibly. All these factars and circumstances Bl completely
shaken Yahya's faith in Mofib and stimulated the hawks Amoag the
Army Generals te asserl themsslves: fn arder g adopt & fough line
im; dealiog witlh Mujibe

sammoning

Ancther major ohitacie on the Bhulio-Mujib Potleys wag the
chservatton of the *°ll-Poists woek™ by ihe Bengalee studense whick
began on Tanuary 18, 1971. During this week certain studant Organisg-
thoms like Purba Bungle Riplobi Chberra Union, Bangls Chore League,
Eggi Pakisean Students Lzagus, maissd slopses-Shadhimaia Shadkingia
\Independence Independence), Banglodesh Shakdin Kara?¥ (Lat Bangla-
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dush bo Trﬂ:]- 0On the copcludiang day which wag declared ag ' Mass-
upserge Doy a public mesting was held st Paltan Maidan (Daceal,
in which Muré-Alam’ Siddigue, tho President of the East Pakistam
Stedents Leagoe enpooecsd that the studont communlty wonld mot
tolernte the slightest deviation From the 11-Foink ped 5-Point
programmied iu Lthe fubnre constitelion of the cosniry. The meetipg
also gave a word of cowtion to ibe alected rEF'I"EHﬂ'iMJ'I'“ that they
would be pushed ot of Beogal if the people's mandate was betrayed
in the framing of the copstitubion® 3Speiking &t ihe mesting
Mobnmmad All, & Former student lender and Awami Leagne MNA
said that e woubd not seeept amy comstitution that did not comtain
each snd every provision of the Six and Eleven Paint Programoees.
He mssurcd the ehesring erowd thas if necessasy, he alomg with hie
collespess would walk oot from Alke parlismént and join lhe marses
in - Elruggle For attzining the rights of 70 millivn peepie®d These
speeches and activities of the stedents should mot be woderestimated
For they carry groat weight in Besgal politics. Ereopnmsing their
sirengih in politics, Bheita agreed to seespt il bul one point of
the #iudents 'Eleven Fointi', Perhaps For flsss rensoms Sheikh Mujib's
position in the sebigquent megotiations hnd praduelly become mors
rigid.

The long-awaitsd svpnmemit™ between Bhatlo -and Mujib, at last
rodk plues al Diten towards the end of Japuare 1970, The att=ntion
of the ‘nu-_ig Pakistani mation and permdpd oiber oetions ioteresied
in the affalrs of the Gsb-continent were focused 2t Thacca,

The dinlogees began &l the Dhaneandi residence . ol Sheikh
Mujib- on Jepuary (17, Oo b first.day the Awsini League leaders
cxplained their position and presentesd their cXpotition of the . Six
Foimls. Bhuito atieatively listencd 1o what the Sheith bad to say,2e
The next morping the experis from boih sides met !.n:h_gtll:ml: for l'd.rl:hr.r
m‘sl-""ﬂ“':'"a in' gregter detail. The experts from the Fakistan Peapls's
Parly submitied & propesal for siting up & second chamber legislature
'w_-"d upron - the |_:u‘|1'r=||:||':l af eqeality of ropresentation Ffor B
Tederiting unj[l. Bur e ‘experts from the  Awenid Lengem side
reyecied |J;|u nfu:q:ml.l on ‘the ground thet it woeld reduce the Bangla-
deih ug..-..n:udlﬁun fo athalplesd mioority®,  The isue of taxation
anld foreigh trads  aléo caine befors dirceision, Tn the svening
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Sheikh Mujib bad 3 T-mingte discussion with Bhutto in the ljght
u:r'".lg palnts already thrsshed oot by _lh-a- eaperis eardy B0 !:h': moTRs
ing. The iwg leaders wore fownd to be very happy ol the end of
the talks. Al one seagn Bhotto rendcloed:

Sheikh Sahek looks vounper thanm meo!

Sheikh Mujib: Bul Mr. Bhatto &5 mors bandsome,
Bhutte: Then you should concede more. :
Sheikh Mujib: T wil nor ‘comcede any thing-*?

From this conversstion even one can easily potice that Sheikh
Mujih's posture over the Bix Points bad been consistently rigid.
The 1ast and final pound of the 1alks, Beld st Sheikh Mufib’s Dhaoe
mazdi residence, was devnded 16 fome serious and contreversial
discossion. Desides ihe Sin Poigts, the 11-Point demands ¢l the
East' Pakistani stwdents were also discusind, The ‘Becplo's Party,
however, showed its willingness to sgree io oll the demands of th
sindents except *the one relating 1o swb-Tederation in West Pakisfa o
‘and the demand’ incorporsting all the Six Points of the Awami
Leagoe 24 Tr'ds ulso saill tbat ihe Awami Lespee fpreposed tha
fn extcreal debt of Rs. 350000 million {out of ajotal of Ri, 40,000
million} and an internsl debt of By, 31,000 nelllicn were to be boroe
by Wesi Pakistan ¥ Unforiusatedy the talks failed. Thie was himbed
by Btk the leaders stoiements: Blujib said, 0 shall talk 1o others
lsa', while Bhuito staged, tiMpne could pxpest us in the ficst mesting
o gt a soligtion of ofl, the probfems ihe solution of which we coald
naot find in 23 years,”9  Why did the falks feil when the whols
naticn wal cxpectipg that both the leaders shoold arrive at some
agreed formuly. The fuilure of Bhutto - Mujib pareys at this jundiure
eauld be ascighed 1o the fellawing measons:

Firsily, ike timing of ibe *dislopes’ wns quite late. We bave
wlneady discussed the factors that kad complicsted  the pesition of
ihe Awami League spd the People's Party and embitiered the relations
hetwess i (wo., With ihe pussape of time the Awami League was
bezoming more conscioums about its gbgoluse mRjority in the Asgembiy
and was therefore pdopting more rigid stand over the Six Peines on
thet stremgth, Had the mupting taken place immediately afiec the
(eleetian there might have. been better chances of its suocess.



AT

Secondly, Bhutlo acted on the assumption that Sheikh Mujib

Was a_secessbonistd? and the Six Poinis was “a veiled charter for
oonfedsration which eeninined 1he gorma of conslilutional secessian.
‘Thus Bhwito was relectant to coepromise oven on poinid whort
compromise was possible, Aneiber fanr (st alsa had preverted him
from compromising wos {hat ‘the Six Poinis if fmplemented, would
divide Pakistan not osly Into two bat in fve imdependent states o

Thirdly, Bhulto- could not speak before; Miujih as the sols voioe
of West Pakislan when other West Pakistani politicians wers oppased
1 Bhisll,

Eourthly, ihe tslks failed becsuse, &8 Rahman Sobhkn 3335,
the PPP went do Lhe comference talle not fo negotiate but to lilDd-'“
siand the Awami Lesgue's stand point @n the 5is Foinis. ¥ Tajuddin
Ahmad, the exfle Prime Minister of Bangladesh also. alleged:

He {Bhutte and his advisers were mainly imtereseed in
discusiing the implicktions. of the 5ix Points. Since thei
responsss were oecatially negative and ibey Bad no prepared
boiel of their own it wes wot passsble for ike talks to develop
into serlous oegotistions where i:l:l.-llnpl eauld be ‘mada to
hridge 1he gnp;u hetwesa the twe,

Eimilar view was nlso 1:“5";“‘:.! by Sheikh tht'h af hiz Press CDTI.-I-
feromce on Februnry 3, 1971, Hesnid that the PPP Chisl pﬂﬁtpunt:li
werions and delallsd discussion. i gespect o the Bix Points scheme
on the ground (her they w-uul:.l'ﬁrlrd hawve discussion with their
mersbers in West Pakistan aed thersaller wanrm for farther discus-
cion 4t Bhmito Trissielf h.?.d sdritted that his Wam was ""nsl a
pegotiafing beam. 4%

Finally Shoikh Mujit's righl posiure gvgr The Six Points abso
led to e failure oF ibe dalicil  Hibv sogument  was: thot ke had
recciveil i mesdite from the poogle’ Gn the Siz Points gnid that be
cwms not ieoa pesitlion to tdevisle omo dnch from' Six Pointe438
Sheikh Mujib lalking fo nawsmen alter the condlusion of the talks
geid, I bave tobd -him (Bhutta) et constimutica shoald be gives
{0 the poople on the basls of Six Poinds programens - becuse [ oam



s
committeil tl:r_pr.'upilr di
ibat the Awami League wis

i i, ey T e .
g Points progadume # He alsa Shserveg
the absaldie ginjurity not ooby in Bangh.

i L it ity and ﬂiﬁﬂfilin: I.t.:i'ﬂ!- in a pasi-
d'ﬁ: :J::p:-::un!:: lr.:.i:-.uuﬁ..m. He 'm-:uzil_'l']_!}n! he »:_anuld pass ihe
I|1I]m.r'n.utim: with o7 wishaut [he eadgiefation -ﬂi‘__l‘_]le People’s Party.
%H abtitnds of ke it'or leave it of hli'l'if,h H_“Jfﬁ sr!:'_L'I:r camlnia
‘bured to the uibife of ‘the talke.

e tilks failed’ bt ‘whiat the leaderk conld ot realise at that
'-'i."nnu 'H'hn‘t’hl.’l. iy had D m_:m] 41 m-h];juqn infack, From !bkn
on evary step was a btep that pushed the two wings of the Nl-ﬁ'ﬂt!:r
spart. The veibal warfare was apain resgmed. [ the meanlime &
wiry serites ineident took place ot tbe Lahore Airpofd. An Tndian
Pl (Ganpn) had beewhijicked Here by e two sopalled nnticnalist
Woshmitis. Dotk Sheikh  Mugils aad  Bhetss falled to snderstand
the siffster svove of Todin Behind - the inéfdentd? Tasbead of &
ciutious and wisy approech, the laders allowed the incident 1o
devalop Inic a sburée of -'lim:-Td"htl'il.b'Lu ke, Whild Bhutto hailed
the higgckers as 1be ‘Rational Hero' of Kithmir, Mujib interpreted
the incident 45 a comipiracy to defay the transfer & power to the
peophe’d r:bﬂfﬂﬂtﬂii‘ﬂk‘ﬁ 1I'|'I-= Avami Ledgoe Feadership began 1o
Hreid moge and more on ke Biz Poinfs. Addresshng's gdihering
at Moulvi Baxar Communiy Caziie (Dagia Cityy Iefuijil said ghar
the cosstitetion would he based on the Bix Points and that mo
jmould beable to privens i He slzo added (hat if aecvisary théy
wonld pass thesr lh:'_ln!-'in: prison bot ‘would not e e
.ri'“ipl“':“ The Ili:h'-'”:'."" F‘é‘l:lp‘lr.'i_Fnrli,r ﬂ1%ﬂ' refalisked as rtj;i{n:l:il

y the PP by declaring thet they would Jianch s masi mavement if
® eqnititution based pa the Six Points, was Tramed A The Pukistan
Peopie's Purly, howiver, Widr deaisd the basis”af ihe repart and
hl.m_md the PI'0 for circulating sesh malicious report Apainst thi
Pstn Beaplg's Paty, |

With the: annoancsment of the date for summoning of the
Hatidnal . Assembly, the rife between fhe ASgemi Leagus and ibe
‘Pakistan People's Party became mociehable. Tims what wame inwg
vatfics wat the complets polarisiion between the Awami Lenpde
and: ise Paksian People’s. Party.  The ‘politidal ‘situalion ' becpme
et dua to charges ind cousiber—charpes Trom both ke tldey, Evesis
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Bagn i o vover - Fnety: Mhetta’s ~eforis, to farm o fumited .HQ_'-'-. of
i Wei Pakistoni pasties® could ool be dunoesafulys The HNaticosd
Awiil Party; (Woll gronp) - and. othen Baluch’ lencers frome, Wesg
Pakistan showgd ihedr willingneas;io GowpRrie wish 1hbe shwami
Leapuo rather tham with the Peopls's Pariy4? Bhutio's prum:hu?
sntuhenn £ *thire:ens thyse, fovoes ih She 'cousdoyr She Awami
Leagus, the Pakivtan Teopld's Party and-ihe Armad Force-and thal be
did médireuugnisd suy. fourth powee’ alag stood 45 o barticr to hiis
plan, Tle ather smobler. pariies and indepesdent rougs joined 1ke
anti-Bliutte camp. The situation that appeared towards the entd of
Fehruiry was that all partles {izcludieg the |:I1Iﬂ-u-'_|'rtrtllt:|:|_ri-} exgepl
the Pakistali Féohld' Parly anl by Ouiadtn ‘Meisian - League, ware
roady bo pariiipais inothe enpuing Metiopal Assembly oo March 3,
A%71. - The Counchl Muslics League’s position hosgyer was aot clear,

Adl these ijmllu:[uﬁcrm :rn:ln:ll Bhutto's  position wery diﬂ-‘n_ll:'u;t:.
In. order to initiate @ meaninghsl didlagun with Eheikh Mulib agnin,
Thutio showed his willlngness to acecpd ke poinis relating 10 currency
apd taxation with slight adjustments.®® Byt he said that be could
mit mmprnmi@; g;.n_||:|:= P’Diﬂli IJ'|!|.II:|.I:|,' Lo {hn.ljh trade and Hi_d :‘?-
On the other side Sheikh Mujib encouraged by the support of smaller
West Pakislani partics contineed to, bacp op old fpnes and resorted
1o 1he language of intimidatjop. Altacking Bhulle diresily Sheikh
Mujib sald:. i o0 A :
“Mir; Bhurte has 81 neembeld in the Aszembily, Hut T have |
167 L dowhla thie members of Mr) Bhotiio™s Pebpbe: Party. .9
v any edy AFies e sbhosage ihe procea of) demeeratiagtion Jy |
i che odiches of suclstrbpglh they would be. ‘resisted” byt oo
| P:n'Ph_:.! Wi | - T | K ot

Sheikh Mgib mne adamant vn the Sk Polois, Bhutto was el
to go to the Matiomal Assembly withaul seme amount of l‘-lgp.mc.ith-
from Sheikh Mujilb. Mone of the beaders wes prepared 1o gelrear
from Abeir respective. peaitions. A deadiock was eeated and Pakis

seemed heading towards a tragedy, fas greater ik ! Gos,
e L R e e

| '] I - . il
bool Diforis werd made- by Yabye Ehan and Admiral Ahsag, ke

Listen Groverslor -l Eant Pakivhan; o ond '0lie dos Sk Bt Ao g
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gvail. Gowvernor Ahsar
Msjib to wisit West Pk
responded 1o Absan's TEGUE
might bave txken @ differeel turd.

wis peported to have requésted Bhelkh
{stan to- cass ibe tepsion. Had the labier
ot the courss’ of the histery af Pakistan

¥ spanller parties from West Pakislan
began fo arrive of Dace 1o attend the Mational Assembly ELTTTTN
Bhuttn was in & dilemesa. Ina public spoech at Lahore on Febroary
IE, be propossd e alternatives [0 overcoma 1he prosent: political
Grigis:

5. Poatponement af Maticnal Aasemshly sesabon; of

b, Removal of the comdition of 120 days time-lmit for the
Assémbily 1o frame the cosstitution.’d He had also’ lmumehed o
campaign of intimidation agalnst all wiler partics in Weat Pakistan
to prevent them feom attending the session. Bhutlo's statement met
adverse reaction |n Esst Pakistan, Sheikh Mujib, in a threatening
voke smid *IF you with & strengih of 33 members dont come Wo
campsrising 167 mepsbers can say that we canpne go ... Mang could
gtand fs our wey and stop &, We will dis bat will aever serrender,”??

[m B¢ meanwhile BMNAS &

Yahyn Khan pow found hidiself in & meal dilemma, Had ke
permittzd the Asscnbly session to open a3 scheduled, Bhutto would
certainly have ssipsd the opportonity (o organite wiolent movement
i 'i,r.::i_ Fakistes. Yabya could Bave resorted wo force against the
Pakistan People’s Fary whoes major political viotory  was. bated i
the pringipal recruiting areas of the forces.3%  Hai that “'-ﬂn‘ld_ ha.:‘:

endampered Yahya's Rope o roturn to the Army if
he fa
the posi of Futare Prédident. Perheps the I#-l::;ry :.[ _lli,l_:-:h:: f:ll|

(who kad sesorted to force fn thosy areas -
and thes Josg :

In the armed Forces) was too fresh fo forget. On ke mhf:iulﬁ_;_“r
he allowed ghe Assembly fo'resuss then he undoubied ]
eponer or later IEII.W beem Ffuced wihth o Six Poiots Eu'.'f .“F]d
pRsibly mm! with thie assisiance of Wali Khan's MApP :::’-nni:lnn
maller parties of West Pukisian. This Constitusion wasld s

s e Legal Framework Onder. He would ha b
h;m oas to I.Hlur':l::u the veto, permicced by the Order. § ;: .
ol overwhelming support from: the Awgm; Lk 1r_.hln :M I:';:Iql

», Thiz
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wane in Yahya's eourt allowlng dark clowds to gather on the politicsl
orizon of Pakistan.

The postponcment of the Adscothly was necompanled By certain
changes which indieated that Yahya Kkan was prepared 1o act wirth
Foren iF mecomsary, The Governar of East Pakistan Admiral Ahtan,
Triendly towards Shelich ']-,n]ili‘!r was repleced by the Morthal Law
Adwilnigtmtor General Yaqub Khan, Redirictions on Freds it
palitical frosdom wens imposed By sirengibening the existing Martiul
Law regelniicns and adding few apés,

O the other hand similer development had oceurred inside che
rank and fthe of tho Awami Leagus, An taiumist group emergsd
thegs which furihor complicated iba silualion. This group popabarly
known ns Pro=Mossow and Pro-lpdlisn proup, belleved |n  owleight
secetsion of East Pakistas from West Pakistne wad preached armod
struggle’ apainst itho West Pakistani ruling cligue. Thi group nlso
oppodod Sheikh Muajlb when ihe lniter was ready 1o fight the gemeral
electivng even with the new restrictions put hy the Légal Pramewerk
Orider. Thoy became vory muack active with the increating polarisa.
thom between flis two majérfy partios, Their presiores for indepen-
dent’ Bangladeih  wire imtedsifed with the postpencment of ihe
Assembly session® Sinca then they had been constanily presseri-
ing Sh=ikh Maojib to make n enifisefal declarstion of fndependancs.
The situation becime S0 tehse (BT many puliiém.l obscryer sperulated
that Sheikh Migjfh would nlfimitely declars indepenidence for Baogls.
desh am Mareh 7, 19718 It i# in'this context tHat Hasan Taman,
a politieal ghserver, had remarked that the Marxist loclipans Ead
in_fact tnken ovér the Ieadership from ‘Sheikh Mujib® Rahman
Q_n hian, an economlc adviser 'to the Aoami Leapwee, homever, main-
thined that by the evenieg of March 7, 1971 Sheikh Mejib had
successfilly contained all pressores from the éxtremists groups and
;lm.:u_ lhE-:I:IIJ:I:iI amberity on all shesestive issoes was pnchalbenged
withn ihe party.® Some obsérvers Wowever maintained that Sheich
'!.{lu];]b had TrF'I-"II baen the master of bl own hopse.

oo The.nngounesssend b0 posipens 1he session of the Mational
whssambly, came gbon rude abock (o the Bengaless in peeeral and 1o
-the fikami League in particulsr, This brooght to the sorfice b
~Foar ahat ibad laid: dermant in Beogal sines the successfsl soumpletion

B 'I'-”;. L TR THE P
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ihnt the Punfabl silers mever really intendeod T

of the electinne ! ledd thers that the rights of

. Thus a fecling prevale g
Lo P wver be realised within the framework of FLiTiie
Burgalees ¢oo o East Pakisian that Yuhya Elhan

t was also gonerally believed 0
had postpened the session of
Bhutte,® and Lhat, the, catasirop
in confidence. In sharp resction to the p
Sheikh BMolib made & eall to the peopl
general sirike throughout East Pokistan:

tho - Assembly in ponsultathon m.th
jwe could be averted by taking M_'Il;l:lb
patponemELt of the ses2itD,
¢ Lo observe 0 flve=day

wln this erltbeal howr it Is the sacred duty of each and

every Bengalon in every walk of [ife, including povernment
employees, not 10 ceoperate with anti-peaple [oross an |J1=1_Eld
toda every thing in their power to fail the consplrmsy &ERInsk
Bangladesh.as

The Washington Post in its March 3 isses, careied a Repori that
Sheikh Misjib had stated that the Awami Lengue would hold a public
metting a1 Dacca on March 7 where be would oulline & programme
fur uchieviag the right of “self-determination for the peopls of
Bemgal,” The respooie fo Sheikh Mujib's appeal was complete.
Nn.l:n'!ul lifs was ;:lan.l.]ru-q. At Ighe initial stage some amouni af
force was used by the Milifary Junda, But that added mors fuel to
the fire. Yahya Khan, in order io p-ml'y the oopry Bengalees,
walled-a Round Table Conference on H."«::h_ 3. The proposed com-
ferency wis to composs of one [eader from each pelitical party in
the Assembly, Incidentally it so bappensd that besides Yuhya Khan,
it was 1o ke composcd of 10 leadess from West Pakistan in the face
af nu.l}' fwa  leaders . from B.I:.‘ngi.n*.nh_ﬂ- H'ﬂ!-'idl:s. it appenred to
Mujib thal the comference would :::rt.aju;.rj- e 2 bargainlpg session
in which Precident Yahyn would held (he trump card in the form
of potestlal forew and in which he, with ths largest following (in
the Assembly) would find himself all bui isclated apninsl am acray
of politigians from the West, Thus, Sheikh Mujib refused to parti-
eipate In the conference. In rejecting the conferemes, the Sheikh,
however, said ibat (o the coptext of what bod happesed it came as
a “foruel joke.™%  hujib's ‘refusal to participate inm the conference,
his declaration to continue he *non-violent civil dischediat move.
nent’ and above all the rumowr that he would declare independence
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on March 7 pui the nomy penernls on plerl.  Mow they Tad r'm,’h'
resalved: 1o put dowii the open rebellion of ibs Bepgalecs by wging
brote force, Ceseral Yakub, the Mastial Law Administrater of
East Pakistan, whom Sobban describes as, **Ihe scholar ameeg (b
Chensfali™ cawtioned the [.fil.iu.r_l,- Jumia mod to use Torce bud fo
sesk political solution of ke crisis, Bul the Military Junts paid
lictle heed to hin words: on the confrary he wes replaced by Gopersl
Tikkno Kban, a &lrpng man.  Tikka Kkan's lp]:ll]'\]“mﬂ: ]:ll:l.'-IEl] th
way far the trogie events which bappeoed on the nigt of ].]u.l.'l:H- 2:]-
and efter.  His oppainimost was also hacked vp by & comptinuous
intlow of teinforcessents Toc the garrisens,

In crder to desist Sheikh Mujib from declaring independencs
for Dangladath, ?.l.'h:.u Ehin Bashid out o olear note ' of warming o
Bhoikh Mujils it o speech® delivered on March 6. Thuwgh the Sheikh
did mor opesly declare independence, be neveribelesa chanted Leuidly,
*“Thia struggle is 1be strogsis for essancipaiion, 'this srruggle is the
atrugple E::II indepondenon’.” (A7 Saepraw Wobkilr Seeprae, AL Sangram
Endiintar Bangram}. He, however, very iectfully pal forwird fonr
demninds which ke ne'doubt boped would oblign the Contral Goveen-
ment eliher . to, lose, fice h_p'}iqlu,{-iu; en 1Beis, o0 (o teke the bBlome
for forcing him into wniltersl sotion. Thess fotr-point demands
wersk : ; ks

1.  Immediate withdrawal of martial law;

+ @ Immedizte withdrawal of all- milisery personmel inlo barracks;

B.oAq engdizy inte’ the ‘casusliles inflicred by, the Army
s o ghatidgs el ©
Al Immediate Transfer of pater to {ke clected “representalives

ol the penple.

; Sheikh Mujid nlso stxted thal these demands must be =alisfied
“hefore be and hik party would even comider attending the Mationn)
IMIHH}' @k March X5, Sipes March 7. ﬂ||;| gemeral strike was
"repluced by, "o use ‘Dienbers -phrase, arétarn G nocmsl
L™ — whal in Inef Beoonted 1o " piml,lﬂ Eovernmeat Tim 53-
 the Awemi Leagoe. During this period 1be Camimal’ Governmest's
it did not hiave any effect [ Bangladesh. ' It seemed thas o de-faoto
transfar of pownr Bad makes place

f . il the Avwomi Eeague was
demanding a de-jurd franafer of Power. - Im view of the eanlinuous
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milfary re-infodeements from Wesr Pakizltzs, the Awami Leapee
addid another demprd 1o the ‘four depapds’ whr:h‘ calied tpan
Yabya Khan 1o stop reinforoemert of army snits frem West Pakistan,

It waz in snch n temte politles! sitmation that Yahya Kban
arrived ¢t Dacén by the midete of March with the anpounded intén-
tiom to find & *'vig mredia.” Eurlier in resposse o Yahys Khan's
intedtlon to visit Daces, Bheikh Mujib retored back that Yebya
Fhan wiuld b welcome s ‘pussr of B].n.gllnlrlh’ and pave Timy
assurances that there would Be né demopstratiens on his arrival®
Saun after arrival al Dacca Vahya stasied the dialopuc with Sheikh
Mujib, While thess negoliations were going on, & genernl fecliog
prevailod in East Pokibstam rhat thesg megotiations were "mere loas!
and Lhe M:ili“l.T:.' Junia was ||rr,r',} '|1|,'_|_||l|' femne For the fpal shoiw-
down,  Their frars gaincd orederce with the arrival of the A, 1
Swar i ke Chitsgopp porl on Mareh 20 that careied milldary
sapplios, It i8 dkgnifecant to hede that during these negotiations the
Bu:f.-['u-lnl Logetber with the siddibioesl rnut-l'lmut demandy  Formesd
the pasis of discussben. Theie points bn faet demanded judleta)
rooognition of the de-facto diuaties is Bangladesh ™ | ihe CUurEa
of the spooad rownd of talks, he'd on Masch 17, altempiy were maode
i Ylsiath oul thedse demands for wme comog agreement. As
rptalt 0 drafl was prepared in which it was apreed 1o seg Ny
countil of ministers drawn fiom the elected members 14 adiles hn
Qovernar of sach provinee 19 aftangs thay the Martial Law woild
FI"I!.!I]:L“]' wnhll!'uw- Om Marel 19— negoikstions, Shaikh Mujib

o imsisled on President Yahia Kbas that ik draft, g
oo hlarch 17 should provide for fnvestip

hat there _
drawal of Martial Law’ The Presiden m;hf,.“.jts ‘";;In:ﬂlm 1r||;:|.
Maxiial Law rogulaiion which provided for the serrig A
and Provinmal eabinets, for investing the E wp of centmal
Constitution; the :
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Durisg Mareh 20b's parleys Tustice Cognelins from the Fresi-
dential $ide faised the guestion of Jegal dificully of obolisbing the
Martizl Law. He susgested than Marilal Law most cemsin s the
fogal cover far ihe agregment o thers -wonld be cosstituticnal
vacsum. To this Mujib emphatically pointed cwl ihat since Presidest
Yahyd Khan end he g5 i leader of the majority pany hod | come
to' & prior political decision fo withdrow Masfin] Law il was nod
for Coroelius to mpose Jegal ohssaches bat to provide the legel
mechaniam 16 give effect to the politisal dechsion.’® The deadlosk
was howcver overoome by seme sort of arbitraien by Al K. Brobi,
& well known West Pakiztaisi advools,

Brohi supporied the stnsd-point &F the Awami Leagoe and
held kot the objections raised by Cornelios wore not valid. He
argued that Yahye Khan could tramifer power. by n proclamation
and this weuld provide the {legal coves” Ll 1he Constitnent Amsamhly
had Tenmmed o eopstiiutlon. He adwliwd thal a precedent was to be
[eund in ke method of veasaferring power from the Britieh Gavern-
wenl =t the thme of indegspdence, This opision; sddording to
Sibhan wod nccépred by President Yobyn Khan, The White paper,
bovover, mointaime that this fubdesenial questhon was rofaroed Far
Cfurtler discossion, bo the Asami League Codititutional  eaperis??
Phat iz stifl more interestivg s the vicw of Tajuddin Abmed who
cluimed that this question {i.c, e qeestion of legality), never azoie
petween Yahya Khan and Sbeikh Mujib but was rafsed by Bhutto
and endorsed by Yabys Khep ' However, from the thrée soorces
{1‘11.5 White paper, Press statement of Tajoddin Ahmed =nd the
‘Greai Trageds" wriltem by Bhuoto) it seems thar some sort of
agreemsnt was resthed Between the two sides by March M. The
eyscutin] slemenls of agreement wers: 1. Mardial Law should be
biled; I provision: should be made for the selting up of central
and proviscial cabinets; 3, the Central and Provincial Assembiies
should be vested with ]tgiqhu"rp powers;. 4. in view of the grogra-
;i Ea.ml position of Enst Pakistan mere provincial sotopomy should
_;-:‘:::Hmm;‘?::*}lﬂ?g:lgmwd to paber pravinces; and

f-in whi i

by Brrhes s e 8¢ measures could be given :El'u:}
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The Morning News on ihe following day c_irrii:d_
of the parbeys.  Sheikh Mujib in contrsl 9 garller !dn],-s. p.H-a. i
‘i a very happy mood white coming gut of the President House.

ihopeful stories
& found

The most startling news of March 22, was that President Yahya
Khan, Sheikh Mujib and Bhusto liad & joint mieeting far the gt
time. Though na serioud negatiation fook place but il was decided
to postpone the session ‘of the Marionzl Asscmbly ﬂﬁdﬂ]ﬁﬂ to meel
on March 25. Perhaps this was dope besavss Sheikh Mujib would
not be attending (he Assembly withoul the fulfilment of his immudinie
Four<point demands whick G the time remained snfulfilied. On the
game day the Presidential team and PPP tesm mal to discuss the
amended draft proclamation (the 13-point drafl preclamation pre-

sumebly prépared by thel Presideptial, fesm).

The March 23 was Pakistan Day, On' this Wef¥ day 'The
Pakistan Resolution' wes passed In Lahote in 1940, Thirty one years
sfter, the basis of the Resclution was again dehated. Whilo: one
.party (i.e. Awami League seemed 1o havs stood for sirict application
cof the Resalution, the gther parties (i.e. the Presidential team and
,the People’s Parly) stood for the maintenance of the stalus quo.
s While 1Be debate contizued af the President House ot Dacen, sutside
‘ihp crowd celebmied the 3st anniversacy of the Pakisan Resolution
by destroying the, flog: of Pakistan and raksing the now fag of
Bamgladeil in its place.

The main highlights of thé discussion that took place on March
23 were the preseatation ©f a pew draflt proclamation by Dr. Kamal
» Husspin, the Legal expert of the Awami League. The draft proclama-
tion contmiked certnin povel proposals, such es: ’ =

: L Martisl Low to stand revoked in the' proviace from the
day when 1be provincial Governar (whao was aot remaovable}

*"E":'k office, and thtoughout Pukistan, within seven days

I from the date of comppneement of the e i ¥

-.i"...‘: Members of the Matiopa) Adsembly from *fhe state of

Banglodesk’ were fo ait ns g § {tien nva
i E: !
tiom Lo frame a constiiution !'::I I;:I=r |::.tnt“::r Hi:ﬂi:?id':;
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within 4% doys, ‘and members  from the sla.l.-l;u_. of West
Pakistan {Posjob, Sind, Monh West Frontier Frovince apd
Balechistan} wore to do likewise For & gonstisstion Fog ke
sintes of West Takistan; . ,

3, The Mational Assembly was fhen fo sit toguther a8 -a
sovergipn body' for tlie perpose of framieg 2 constitntion
For the confedemation of Pakistan)

d.  The Pressdent must authentiats the Constijution Bill with-

i 7 days of its presentation. Orherwise il woald be deemed
{0 Bave been anthzniicated awtloossileably;

4, The Provipcial Severnment bl legislaturs af Enst Pakistan
were to have Bubstantisfly incremsed powers duritg the
interim period, including foreipn frade and aid, ED-H.H'JF
of Bnance and taxation l.l:ll] control of ‘Theif owh siate
bank

Accordipg to Pakistan Governmant  soure, the P‘:ru:ii:l-un.lti.ni
tenm raised objections on.cach 2nd every proposal and argued with
the Awaml Leagee 10 modify their stand. But the lattér refesed 'to
do $0.9 Flaally came the last rousd of ‘the tripartite ‘negotintions
on the morning of Mareh 25. ANEr That the dodr of negotiations
wis olosed, Hredless to sy the negotialions filed. Apdhli falled
beciuse the pattiss fo the talks foiled ta rospond. 10 -the needs  of
the howr. It s mot glear why Sheikh Mujib was o0 mech averee to
1he idea af placing ks dmft proclamation before lhn_.‘l.:l:i'n:h]:, fqr
i1s ;pp-mw.'l end smnefion, The other parties bad showed their
willingness bo oooeqt the droft proclamotion if passed by the Matienal
Assembly. Sheikh Mujib with hls absolws majocity and the nssured
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day E A, Bhuwdto, The Great Tragpnir, p. 33
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A5, | The ¢ommassionof inguiry o8 lbe hijaskieg incident concleded
that ike entire {acldent had been eogingered fram e Indian
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