Mr. Jinnah’s Leadership and the Evolution

of the Pakistan

WEA: THE CASE OF THE SIND PROYINCIAL MUSLIM

LEAGUE CONFERENCE, 1938

BY
ALLEN M. JOMES

Inidia i 1937 witnessed [wn avents which marked o Signie

ficami cornisg podnl in the political Ferfunet of the Musiam  League
moremenl, These o svwenes wers, fiesn ihe geneval sleciions beld .n:' ?
exrly 1937 and, swoood, the I.EIILI!"I_ mnnual sgsioo al I._,|.|:|-r-|:|-;_r"|:._- " ._:..:
Octoker, o the elciian 15 Muslim Leagie, on e whale; farsd

rather poorly. Discomraged bt pol defeacsd by 6t weuk  clectoral
whawing, the Leagoe experinced n mawrgence. of will amd  porposs
i the Lockoow session.  The mevitaléesiian of 1he Lengue wan reflac-
ted In key chamges in both the League's gasl and fs cemposition.
The Lengus nt Lucknow fmally ook the siep af dezlasing its goal ta
ke the achimvemnent ol Tell independence [in Indj..f! The: Luckosw

session wan Slso the tirst fime Mwlime feam the ssiddle and lwer

clastes were opendy welcomed (o on mmnual session and they come
in large nusnhers 4 Thos guided by o new goal aed strsngthened by
a more damocridic conifitution, the Lesges in lute 1997 and early
1538 launched o canpelgn o eutead il orpanization troughost the
iengih asd breadih of Endia,

Effarts to organize the Lesyus begas im the

. provises of
Sind in the manth of May, M, parlly as & rexult of the enthusisn
pencrated af the All-India Level 5 Bel impetus for osganizing fhe
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Leapue in Sind ahio came Trem serfiin prevaiting, nniiﬁﬂ ﬁlﬂlﬂ.‘ ,:t*

tanves io §U6d, Zince 937 5lad 5ol ball Ve shlalierles both Beid

Muslims but, beesyue of diviiian isbatg Musiim Assermblymen, bofh

had depended for thelr surdival & Finde sspport. Most af phe
Eindhi Muslim lendepship Betdme smbittered by this sxpevisnce fap

Vud phasss, The sl pddsdn boad Shat Hovli thesé paversments ifolsied
thes Trom the paliiies] power they felt thiey had rightfully cogned in
the dilfieiill bt wrenoﬂ:u iifiggie 1h sehieve Sind'y sopamarios [rom
Bombay, The secand feasoi His HI.H-F Rovernima hid caken any
sieps fo omklinsuie 14t ;EI'HM'-H h—‘ﬂﬂﬂ'." Muoslim pensaniy. B
in issuing ae appes! fo Sreahi Wtaliess l!-.jltli-ﬂ:ll Ledgwe, ihe Lengie
lesdership chate to ignare m diganity o their ows maks and

Foeusad fnggead on Emiu C ds fHié reacon whi Musiims
m Sipd were h.:ruli WEMmmww ;
henefit, :thl mﬂm LA
.Ihmhlﬁigth 'll!un-u
LEmeE wﬁll:ﬁl.h:
vessent sk} im ihis Jmﬂ.ﬂﬂp-‘liq _;l'i I;: '._r
d-t}'ﬁh-uﬂnr-ﬂhﬁl[- nﬂﬂlﬂtwp -.-E-"-" .
oicsme ol the deemi e of the i ,g]?'"ﬂf 1
i udsrly those wha 2 | . 3 60
::I-u ﬁ HTim ni.lﬂlr. :ﬂm a mn;'m.
piocess of eapioitdiond R _-:..!. P T e
If the Leagus mu'ténrﬁl;-" il gﬂ._ﬁmm
:III.[I-I:;]' n.'n:!u!-d he fﬁl‘d;ﬂl : . ’lﬂ%’ﬁwmﬂl&!iﬂ
if that falled, the League co ' the Wi Asseriibly

men apd pemave the mipistry from ':-'&.'-I"

8o with 1y sk ol iftresib the  League's follnwies in

Sind &nd restoring politizal powsr w0’ the hundy of tbe Bibuthi -
lims, the lLeague I-Hﬂh‘ll;llp- decided o convene a canference in
Emzhimﬂlil:-tl woilld b the’ tBp ‘nifies ia e All-India
rL @ League Madehibl, Welodiog Il president, ‘Mahatiesd Al
ab ¥ Toe poferetie whi alb Ineddéd to shree ai b dhrendd
imak 4 the arganiiing #ffires thid Edd beea o Wb Micy
lu“i' as am incestive B the Dagoing ik of I orpabiestion®
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Slr Abdullsh Haroen, n wealthy Mamaon betiee gman from Kasachi,
ol ke Rilialive m miiling f.rqur“lnn: fer ihe conference. He
began h:p DrPRNIEing o Receplion Cammilies o which ke was made
chaioman, 18 Thromgh his Sinangial eonnesiiona he was able bo fiad
men of mewns Le give costributions to help Sefray conferedce expe-
suw o8 &5 & ramber of both the Central Legiskslive Asiembly
and she recently formed Warking Committes of the All - India
Muskim Lengue, Haroon was nble personally to iavite many of the
feeding bights of Mashim Isdm tn aitead 1he Karachi conference.
Onee the Seaders had bees invited and the details agreed =pos, the
coofcrence wad ssheduled for carly Owtober,

The cosferrnce which was to last four days opeed m
Karacki on Ocwober & amidst “scenss of great eptbusissm™. 12
Tinesh, the stap atsaction of the conference had arrived in Karachi
by special train the peevioms day, accompanied by Sir CGholam Al
Khen Talpor, a scion of the former ruling Famity of Sind, the
Talpers. 15 T he League president wag grecied of the Koarachi railway
station by Abdullsh Hsrooa, the Reespibon Commsties chalrman,
fo & maoaer “belitiing a King,'™ 14 Mi. fianah was driven through
the strecls from the station o e opra conveyance in & three mile
leng procession behind a costingend of volantzer Mations] CGoseds
b [he sccompaniment aff hanids playing rouitag welcoms musse I3

Ortber dstingolibed leaders of Muslim  lodia wbo attended
the conference imcluded Sk Failul Hig, Prmier of Bengal, Sir 5ik-
andar Heyar, Premier of 1be Pusjab and the venerabls old Khilafat
leader, Maulene Shaukat All, The Reja of Mahmudabad, an imps
artend Finascilil hacker of the Leagee, Mawshaadn Lisquat All Ehan,
ane of the Leagoe™s chisl organizess, Sir Carrimbboy ISmsbim snd
Moulass Hamid Badaysal slso graced (he oconfersmce with
iheir preseace 18

The confereoce begun oa u high oofs and the excliemest
did oot sugeide far the sessions’s fubl durstion The meetings which
hegen ;: chi:hl O clack Is tbe eveaing often eontinusd outil twa o
eloek In the morniag aad in the estimation of the Lengoe's
Sercetary, A. M. Rashidi, pver 20,000 ﬂm':n.dld ﬁm
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ence, 17 Rashidl hus alo stated that (hjs confersnce “for its prand:
cur, majesty and aftendance wes never equalied lm the histaty- of

the Muslis League movement. 18

One of the Frgl tasks Jinoah set for himseif upom arriviog
in karachi was to try amd bring aboul wmity in i ramke of the
Sjodbi Muilim leadecship, Hotim Alavi wbo aibended Jinmah's
“aaily'” meetings with the Spdki leadership has given & grl.p:l:l.'!-:
sccount |9 of Jipnsh’s techaique in geiting pecpse to forget iheir
differences amd forge n common position. Alavi's anecdpis 15 recou-
mted Berr bocauss i provides seme Fsght iote Tinmah's exceplional
dquan fies of leadership,

Alavl siates that when Timnah came fo Sind for the con-
ference be found bickering and schisms amoug the Meslims mostly
on persopsl grownds. He ealled them in ome by ome &nd hedrd
theit stories dows 1o the |ast detail. He let them speak their full
until they had no more to say. He thea asked them, Do you have
pmything more bo sayi” Mo, oothisg, thai @ all, so more, *wes
invarisbly their reply. And then he gathered them all fogether and
spoke fo iSem, Ha lliﬂ-lﬁﬂ pealized that they expsched him 1
arbitrate is rich and. every one of the cases, to give to one and
take lrom meother, to support ooe and  abandon amather, He
reminded them of ibsir gocal atm lai' unity and asked them how
they gould make soy progress iF they weee all quoargeliog oo with
soolher, He nied the metnphor of dist l6 o water plicher. “If you
throw dirt into a pibcher and then drink the waber, it will ba dis-
gagteful and upset youa, Buot if you let tke dust eetile, then the
waler will Be clear and you may drink from the pitcher with so
il effects,’” S0 be exvhoried dhem to eetibe thelr differances by far-
getting them, by putting thels disagrecments hebind them and fast-
ead turning and working for the grest abm of strength amd wmity.
He said be could arbitrate; it may satisfy their heads but mot teeir
heatis. This sppeal waa effective for Jinnah was able ta get the
Mualima leaders to agreée om & common position in regard to the
Bind mimislry during the conference’'s deliberations, 20 k

~ The senslons of whe  comfersscs followed a distinet patiern,
Their opening was marked by & szrics, of spezcdes  made by the
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vardous leaders. Tallowing the spesches; | reslitions w“"m&@%;x
the pathering which whro sihier paveed or sejected aceoiding’ o
the oplalon of those present: !

Al the opening session, the” hodior of preseating the welcame
Addresi went ta Sie Abdéllah Haroos fa bis capacity a1 Chairman
of the conference's Recepticn commilites, Seizing the opparianity,
Harote delivered o forceful, forthiright sperch whith ansounted: id,
i part.n chizlieags to sshesqeat spsakers 2nd |a pari; a prefude to the -
mogt importand resolution the conferene was ta pass. Haraon begin
his speech by referring 1o the imporiant isue of the gearch’ for @
Hisdo-Muslim politicsl seitlement. Nat only was this matter the
mast signifcant, he “H.'"'ﬂ in kis mﬁm_:_b_;zl it was the question
of vvee-ridiog imporanse at the conlepsmoe,

i A1 the outset of hig fpeech;, ‘Haroon reviewsd the efforts
over the past fifteem vesrs an the part of outstonding Indizn Muslim
lesders 1o reach n eefilement with the [Mindu community bot be
pnserved the  geal wis s4 fur 0F ns kver. He laid the  blame fog
thié state of aiairs =1 1He Teed of dhe Hindoe eiting their Failiie b
Sppzopnize the deep-rooied gaipickn “of the minorities that their
imitarests ware ol safe in the Badil4 of '8 Hibdu majority.” 12 He-.. .
declaged that uclzss pideiate M‘ﬁ%ma prafé&tian I':-r"m_i‘_-haﬁf*'
ltler wers foribooming, there mal be ne altsrmufive’ for Indian Mik
fints but for thim '*ra se=k’ L'b'l_i.r'_l'aﬁ.":l_ﬁfu' in ibric w0 Wy in an
indepemdent federatioa of Mestim ‘sthies,” 23 He drew 2 -parslied
with recent happeniags in Emhdﬂqﬁltﬁ' and ilrﬁd‘-'t'hﬂ"tﬁu"'u_i'rf.nh-'
mifght happen in Indis if the mijheily commbding -pedslited in i
present cowrse. In reconnting the'récemt fepreisive policies “of (he
coagress governments towand Mailling, ‘Haraos éas complied to
revieeare ihe Fﬂl!hhl]lt:.l thad" Tedia mh‘“'bﬂbﬂlﬁﬂ dividad intn” Téders
atiogs, “We buve searly orrived &tthe partieg of the ways™ ks
siid, “and untll and umless dbis ‘problem is molved o the sarisfacte
ion of all, it il be impossibla o save” India Mrom being divided
into Hindu-Tndis and Muslim:lndia both’ placed under ‘separate
federsiioes,” 24 #

., ., Harooh'y Shaip “atintk b Cligsts; "bia "arel words of
warning asd his ‘bold peference ' federitine ' gl ﬁliﬂiﬁ'tﬂ“ﬂa
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aection (f (32 Muslim letdersbip was movisg toward 4 mon radle
gil and militant position i their thinkisg on the communal prat.
Berk. In effenl, ik real | purposs o Haroon's apzech was io u.|..'|: ol
the Muslim pomnsunity and e Jexdership @ series of quesiians:
wiy the ol pollcy oF seeking safeguordd and puissing Sccommodet:
Tig with ter Hindos oow bankrup? Did sol  Mugims &nd . the
Lehgus need fo  estiblsh for (bematlves a pew  policy and &
gew  goal?  SHoald nor Eadisn  Mmlim break swry oon
bmir own end puriee thelr osn palitbcel fortones sod dsstinyf As
the 'opference progresied, it wookd become palently clear what
Haroan®s posiilos on Lhess gnes tions wis, ihough @t wok, thowgh it
was not equally certaln his position would be. adepted by the rest
of the leaderskip.

The thrust of* Haroon rémarks ' wag oot lost on those
attending the confrmwnze, Jenit of sl M Jinnak' whoss Presidemtial
#poch fmmedisiely folloacd Harsan's weliome Addiess. In Bis
apeech, Jinoah lergely  igniedd - ibe chelionges fmplicit i Harooa's
ppeech ipd  nsieid  odzed omce’ aghin the milder, mare molerate
[heined (had hed 'hetoie hin feduent refrain ginoe Lul.:k'uu-n:-! thix
imperative of Moslim anity sod ‘the hase of Congren cppasition 15
In facr; the mejor porfion’ af Jinwab®s speech wis dovoted ‘tothe
fzbber thesee: he desoimnded -Conpfess for: its.Manmoygance, opporianiim
aned oppression. "PEHeThanad 1By Coagres press with falssly propagat-
fmpithe imuge of o renctionary Deagwe sed defeaded -the ‘Learue ag
o' mational e pmil:mljit'h'l:uﬂf'lﬂ-'"'lhu oy awiboriintive: orgas:
imaticn of the Muoslmass of lsdia™ 27 e

Haroon in bis spesch, beh istimated thot sipes Congress
had come bt mwer in 8% of Indin’s provines, relations Eetwesn the
Hinde apd Muelim communities bad becomes even furiber excooerh-
aled 43 4 resuld of the sntl-Muslim policies of Congresi. This
theme was echoed by Tionak ‘in his addresas” 4 ike preacest misforts
une af India is thil the High Command “of the Cosgress has ads
epted & most brutsl, dppressive wnld-fntmical nriltude towards 'ibe

Alllsdin Bfusiim Leagis §fnpe’ 1_115,- secured the meiority in th
WA provinces,” 28 i o
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It wos slva whils os 1be subject of Compress policy in Eis
apeech (bt Jinoah, st two diffsrent places, used lasgunge and made
referemces that recalled the emergest radicsl position of Harooe. At
ot point be spolie of some in Cosgress Cr¥IBE G0 crzate "2 serious
situniion which will break [odla ventically #ad horizomisliy™ and
6l aoother be Warned Congress fo *mark, learn 8ad Inwardly digest™
the reosst beseon of Spdsten  Cermans ls Crechoslovakia, 2% Both
of thess references la Conmext were vague asd ambiguous asd sei-
ther mentioned 1he  prospect of separate federstions in ladia, bat
they are neverthelsss aigmificast in what ther ssy sbowt ihe tresd
i Jinmeh's thinking an this stage, and beyond fbkat what clucs they
furnish to Jinnah's leadership.

Jimoal likely incladed these referemoes in Bis speech in onder
to assess dbe Muslim peblic's. reaction  to ble feigning a radical
Podtuie as Fresidend of 1he. Leogme and leader of the Muslim com-
munity o e could form 2 ootica of bow Muslima genseslly folt
shout adoPling sn exteemist cow se. They sugpest nlao that Jinnah
Bed come i agree that Haropn's ‘questioss peeded 10 ke ashed now
ibough for him, =t lesst, he was sol yeo prepared o fevpond affic-
matively, la addition 1o what thess peferences say aboul Jinoah's
thiakiog, they comfirm certzin aspects of his leaderships a cantioos
approsch fy problematic iisoes, oa cpenmess o cooslder dilfeemt
policy opiions asd 8 rellance on Muslim pablic opinion o determire
the proper course for the League-1o follow. After Jimnah fnlghed
speaking, he gave Fazlal Faq and Sikandar Hayat opportunities 1o
epeak. Followiog them, other lesders gpoke, imclading 1hose from
Sands All reiterated the themes fitst dsicussed by Haroon and Jinnah

ond none Toraisbed avy  oew  perspective or  introduced any
pew themes,

A casual Habener or pacticipant at the conforcace would Likely
bave been ssrack by ike similarities in the speeches of Haroon and Jimnah,

particularly the hersh eitacks oo Congress, bBot a keen obhscsver
woidd have discerped ihe seeds of conflect wnd tension in thelr two
addresies, That femsion and confict was to become even mare app-
nrent at @ lnter stege im the conference during the debiverationg aves

Resolutivn Mo, 5,50 "ihe |most significant pevolytion rassed at Lhe
cenference,
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Resclution NoJiS was & lesplhy resolutios: whizh l-lE_I_l't

ized past efarts to reach n ' eommusal: | seftiement Between the

gisjor communitbes, discussed the present gituation and r#minq:-l- =

ed a futere [conme]of action, The resolution bepsn &y lesnching

oo aitsek on Coogress particularly in. :u::d'd :‘: ils ’];:]-{:[m:-ﬂ.'ri- :
in the provinces -where it bad fe ihe ga o iy

:ﬂ' ulsn 'IJ::: provinces where galime. bappeasd l-nhinlzmlﬂnl:inl-

“Wherens §t (Congress) has deliberately established puccly
Windu rule I certsin provinces by forming, ministries eitber
withowt Muslis ministers or With Maslim minkters having
no following mmong the Muslim meiibers, in direct azd
Bagrant violation of the loer and apirit of the Gﬂm‘.\_ﬁ.ﬂh
gl of Indiz Act 1935 and ihe Isstoument of Ins) #isctoand.
“whereas the . minitries a0 fonmed bave -H‘t-lhlﬂllﬂ- u vk
" of zule which has for i) alss (be intimidation anddémor-
slization of Muslimi, the extermination of the healthy sbd
astion- bulldiag infsenses of Muslim Culture, (he Suppresé=
jon of Muslim_peligious customs and their religions obligat-
jons and elimination of their policical rights as a sparale
comersnily.” 32 i

The meaf implph of be resalation further desounoed
Congross bt this tias fo (e coatext of the Muslin majoriry provinses:

Wherems it (Congress) hailin open  defisnce of the dome
gratio principles perslitently eodedvoured to remder the

off the Mostim majorities inefleztive and snimporiand
fa the Morik Wesdern - Frootier provines, Bengal, the Pom-
jab and Sind by frying o~ briog inio power of BY vepport-
ing coelition ministrfer wof enjoying the confdence of the
majoricy of Matlims spd (he Moslim maeses of those
ppmri.m'!hl." bt

The juxtaposition of thess paragraphs bad & yymbolic sig-
plicance beyond ity plmipde litera] reality. The armangememt of
thiee pardgraphs coe afier snother refected the adoptiva of & co-
mmen poidion by the Muslim lesdersbip in ibe two maln blom of
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‘Muslims i Tndis, the Muslim - misority provinees ::Ld’iir’*
Mim majority provinees, It in nodeeeryhy 00 well as irooid fhat I!Fi" i
Hlli'l for baRo betdern the two  lesdership groups was not any
ﬁl.ml- stidse of experience opeved (migregls fin fack they diffseed —
“I:b::lhl:r Betwsen hoth bloes) At wagher theis mutosl opposlt-
B0 o n comoon o, Congeess:  THir num-pm: in retolation
form of & common cotlnsl By e Jandadihip n:l' Ahe Maslim mino-
rity snd the  Muslim  majariy pﬂuliﬂl""ﬂﬂ L Iﬁ:!rtﬂudclﬂd
wyest since the Linged's reargenitdtion: e 937 and it marked 4 -
r-wﬂ“t elige in the Leagua's evolurion taward i ﬁfﬂ"ﬂ-‘“ goal
and pm'pﬂ! ' For the Ml n-m-unﬂa Hin liﬂl =

<
4 m

Thig emergedey of icliddrity between Jliﬂhﬁln"lrp of - the
twa !Enllun bloss teprdctited an Cidipofiast development i the ..
epaference but i :rlﬂli.m wat pbaceired by the resoltion’s sub-
meuent  delitarations gnd debass’ A¥ the esd ofithe resolution’s the
apshoes incladed o geciion ‘Which ballad forthe - League's depariere
s pEw dlﬁrmﬂ-nn.'lﬁl-drl  wew, “oul The shift in Lesgue polioy
signaled by this Jadted SoREF thé Gwetwiion 1ande 1kis wectin
e most imporianl ﬁh!}qﬂﬁ%}-ihnh&hmn i ke sparked com-
miderahle cosiroversy. Thh wﬂ;ﬁ !;I-H_lﬂ“]' M""‘lﬂ o

#The Sindh rm-.m e Caiféresice coafo-
genoe cooaidecs it ah mu:- lh intepenie of 4o
“abiding peace of the wast it wod in the inter-
sty of dohampered Hﬂhbﬁ g}, ﬂﬂuﬂﬂln nnvd

"sozial bétrerment dindi pﬂtqﬁnu-ﬂqmlwmﬂﬁnm
' patlens, known s - Fndus: aod, Muakims, ¢ that fndie may ks
"dlvided nto’ Faderations, mamaly-the Gderation of Musiio
“Uantes and’ the federation of noniMustim Stairs.. . "
“This conference therefore mecommends 4o the  All-Indis
(Muslim Lengue 80 deviss & scheme of constitution wader
which *Mudlinisiafaiity - provinges IiMuslim dudien Scares
3 and Byeas ":]nllihih.trll by o eforitys of Mebimd may aitain
full Tndepetidence i the from of & Todwestiog of their gwn
“with persision to Almit| sny oiher - Mutiim $tate beyoad
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fhe, Tadipn  Frantien
saleguarids [ar poie Malim mi
to the Muslis minorilies
of [ndia: ™ 35

so8 fo be an excreme nd untimely

joo apd

ikls latter portion of fhe resnludion.

wThis oonference comsabers it lh_lﬂld_ﬁj
snterests of an shiding peoce of the va¥
and in the ntecests of unhbampered cul

ihe

 limis, ta - pecomiman
* reviow and pevise dhe entire cosception, of

T

to join {he Fedepation and with such .
. gorities e may he mu&qﬂ:d_ i

s the mon-Bluslim Federaison,

Eome n ihe Lengis Temdershig -hui'-inr. _E:umr this et
statement of the League’s post-

&b 1he pahjects cammities HAge of Lhe coafErence l.".'r.‘:j" had
: altered 1o read as follows:
y essEntial, im thi
1 Indian contiacnt
rural devalopment,

gaanomic fnd: lui:i.:[-l:nq'.l:-él;n'lglt_._qud palitical ?Fnlr-dum-
_Hiadus and bdai-

;rminatsan of the %o natigng,. kopen. A8

mand - tn the - AlL; India hT_u.f]irq-':!:cﬂ;pe o
“whpat “should be

ultable panstlstion for dadia which ,-ai'lll'-vé'nd:'u' lganbru-
5 e

j ﬂ-t'TB' _ﬁﬁﬂ'_l_lﬁﬁu'ilw-lnl._m io dbem."" 3

This: sectlén -oF the s.mepolation, however, stil. retajded its

_historjcal imparance deepins Ms . madisoutjon to o more modeedte

form. The cosf-rénce’s Cadoplon_of.tha rpsolution, particularly the
Jatter snction,” §igeified iherfind. ke, flae B slh League bad “delkned
“ paljtieal fodis & teo separate: nationy,, on  Hindu and one, Mislim,

Tand st
ation A

fhie st time! advaneed) thesclsim, of, palitical seif-dstermin-
] I-g!,il:lm-ul:vr mridsd s i 4l Achipment ﬂt:__:lé_l:!l;r_l:ll_l :Llllhu-

_ hopd, Thii_rtﬂdulibl * merked-n. naw. e partore |.:|_,'-_an!|-_. llhlﬁ.tiu
- which preparédthe way [on'the. establishment . two wears laler of
jthe Leag pe"s ultimaie foal of Pakistam, It was in, this r:ipu:-:g?'l' a3
forerunner of the historia’ Lahore resolusion -I}}hﬁ.:'h',':l'i'iu:' 1:|:|:F|I

* torieal

||R'T_ thi

. _Resslution Mo, 5 of the Karachi’ confersace . achieved its trug bis-

distinstbon,

This ;;ply;huj- aspect of higterical signifesnce-its collin
Ferpus [0 undertake n new direction, s, autkook and nn.rp;:ulu:

- progpted U Controveeyy - which beo

g Infiess y Krplecs .

i ; L« BERITESE Le
leadersnlp a0 WEich forced the modification of the . inifi) sersion
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form: Thin Slipute wad s

o a more medemts and uuplnl:!u
pickly but had It zet hees, it migkt ®
?I“,lpc willh pnplhlﬂ ma g repercuRsInns fof ibve TLeagwe. 37 But
despitn the rapsd dasclmtion of tha conipowersy, 118 opcarrenes ot

fhe panferenee wea a8 inpeiaod devebapamnt which ""‘-;"E:U!“
serutiny. This econflct will now by discussed in mare detall mal

Just as a way of guining SoEe seoss of the u""'_“li"“u:"“:"::
taking place within the Leagu# lradership a2 this t3ms. . u:uln
importastly, becauss this coatraversy provides further s g i
the thought asd beaderstip of M= Jispah's at  [his crucial siage @

tha Loagucts deyelopment

Befor M Jinnah's cole i this disapreement i dazussed,
i he given of the origina of this resolution
i ordr b fapnkh $oe p:u-:l:'ﬂlﬂ and wndemianding of  the part
Mr, Jineah played fates when. the conflict nrose. The mitial draft
of this resobution which contaied the mdical portion was autbared
by Sir Abdallat Haroon and bis seeretary Ple Ali Mohammad Rashe
idi im ‘closs eolloboration with Sheik Abdal Majid Sindhi. 38 Hasoon
and Msjid in cossultmtiea whiv other Muslim  leadors, had drafled
the fret ssction of this resslution B8 & conclous efort bo hemomel-
rate Muslim eclidagily befween the dwo  Maslim bloc 39 5o detp
. was their sense of ameer’ ond © Frosisatson with Coazress” {reatment
of Muslim is both b'ocs that they abandoned bope of ever reach-
ing a selbement with the the Comgresa im the fotupe. In this wa
their profound batred of Congress produced in them s new ;nmj.r:
pesn that Muslims hy themasbves  must diseaver their cwn political
desriny, These fwa bmpulses combined to find natueal xpression io
the radical version of the resslulion’s latsr portion. Thus the 8
dhil feadzps® empathy with Muslim leaders from chewhere i.l:l-lnd.l;
bodh in thele opposicion 1o Congres sod in their deglre for 8 new
League poal provides an expleoation for thelr sdepiion of a redie-
sl posture in Resoluwlion No, & . -

some eplanation . shidd

i A ircosd retion why the Sindhi lesders, Haroon, Rashidi
2ag H-,IIrd sdwocated 2 militant approsch in the resolfution's: laster
“d_n:rl. 4 rcrqud_ in ibeir aspiretlons for recognitlon  and Fespect

evea & position of leadership witkin the Iarger Tndisn Muslim

agily have oreated o major
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community, The political oatlook of ths Sandhi Wuslim ||_=5|_.ltnhlp ;
nt thés time wis still deminated by the  movamest ‘““""t”ﬂ'd_.w?: 1
yeurs eatlisr 1o separale Sind prodinoe from EJIIIIHII:F T!:IF Simelhb |
Muslims' efforts to sscusé Sipd-s separation had bekn  bifrerly opp-
50 gmed by an infldeatlal sectin of Syihi Hisdds w0 whin the: cam-
paign teded in seeces for the Muslim dide, Sindai H?mmi;i:t
immengely peoud ana elated with their victory. Lkin "ﬂﬂl-p.u fzult
ship in Zind later begon 19 Feel that their sucess L A 'h“ P
siruggle hid earned for them a place ol lezdirship amang 2
Muslims, 8 pogpition i [938 they Bad Vel fo accopy- Thias l_h-b]' LW
in Rﬂﬂﬂ:lm Mo, S an WF":'“U!“F e} ackieys tha lhﬂiﬂllhﬂ‘l 'w
Felt they derzrved. Dy drafting a radically warded resalutban, they
woujd stbast atiention ai the conferedce and if they wu‘..hh i
scure its prssape. (hey would o dlevated * i the |tF‘?E":h':F' they
desived. Thin ides is implicit in Rashidi's semmation 'F."-“" eanfer-
enice proteedings bn bis report whes be EYET

o pave po doubt that =t (Resolution No. 3] will serye 23
o prefods to the Muoslimg dJeclaring finally 1o go in for &
separal Tederation of their-own and  will tkus get Sind 2
very conepiboius place in tbe bissdey of new Tndia -+ Sied
bas om  many acceiions in the past givem the lead "to the
whale of Iodin asd I will be pardémed |f 0 sy that swe
@ this' peension, ond' B the madter of the Muslim Lzegues
S0 movement she has gives & lesd do ihe'rest of Eodin 4

Thus, & comhination of feclors: anger y_i{:li Congress, impatience
for & paw Lesgue: pool and sebitice for Sindhi leadership bad
compelled the Sindhi leaders. with the support of other pravincial
Muslim lesdurs, fo give Rusolution Mol b radical siamp,

Slanfing In opposithan fo the militant  positlon espooed
by ibe pq'u-.-i:-nm'l] I.Hru_f_lll_"u;d'lnhip'l!'i:ugl'ra minfor Torce in it alter-
“ation 0 o more maderate fSrm was' Mr Jinoah, The Leagus pres-
‘jdent certainly preferred 1ke, final form  of the ejolation to the
incilal wr':in-i:'. bat i & 'l'i:r!!_u_ull:pI _ﬂtfl:itiu. ll_ul: he would Bave beso
mast pleased i mel 8 conlrowersid] *rescletion- dezlaring whai the
League’s uitimate future gosl shonkd beshed newer besa tabled at
ike coafereace &t mllIn  osder to wodersbssd ahy Mlr Jinmahk Fedi
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ihis way. |§ is mecessary fo comaider hiv view of whak ihe praper
paak of the Lemgue wan @i ghln afege fn ite developmant,

Jnnak's view, ioformed hy @ streng seose of the pasl,
focmsed mol 08 ideslogienl goals peme, bet rather oo the mors
preliminary tteps of bullding u strong, tightly knét and disciplined
party orjasization which cosld commend the broad seppart of
Musiims threughoat Tndie 41 Jinash thosghc it wai premsturs &b
thiy jenctere ip 180k In terme of leng-mage gouls whea the Muadim
community, though politicslly conscious, bad yet fo became pelitl-
caliy orgenized, I was poisdles, in other words, §0 puroe & .!ﬂll
without any mesns of support or orgenization. In Jiansh's view,
therelors, the firsl giop was for the Leagun to organize itsalf within
ihe Muslim community: then oace the Musiim Becsme an organiz-
o snd disciplingd force usder the Leagme banner, il spareh Tor
e League's ultioszie idealogical geal could begio. Thas, b preceeds
mg fiom & powtion of srength ard  prepacedooss, the Leagaes
prosprets in secusing e oltimate gosl woalbd be greatly emhanced 42

It wag bn this frame of misd that Jinooh went (o Sind o
exrly October [938 1o preside over (be Sied Muslim Lengus con-
feremce, He wanted 0 e the Leagoe Srmby establishied in the
proviace ned beyood that, if possible; te help form a League miis-
istry im Sindi In purfoif of thess sims, fimoah  feadied one of hiz
first tasks wpos arrriving in karacki was fo lorgs unbly Between
ke femdiong and divided Smdhi Mualim lenderahbp, 43 The suecess
of Bis foifiad =forcs rensured Jimnah aed in his Presidential speech
he made & spesisl poiol of singling ocut 1he Sindhis el predsieg
them, “Met bong sgo."" he sald, “the Munlimans in Sied were divi-
ded and forn lotd groaps, but today 1 am hppr o find that there
in o wonderfal Publis splet, sollderity and wnity demonstraicd (by
rhem] < -«*44 In keeplog with ks sim of organizing the Leagus, be
procesded B congratulate the Slodbl Leaguers for havieg cstabiishe
ed the “Diigplet Muilles Leaguz ln almos: all your Diairicts and
baving organiied ihe Mualimane of Sind in the manner in which
jou have done lo soch o short time™ 43

Jinnah addressed these laudmtory remarks to the Sindhis
Eol slmply becsure be wis encouraged by thelr show of uaity sod
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ibeir tupport for the League, but also becawse his politheal foresight -
told him that the Ali-Indla Muoslim League would need the strong
support af the provieeial Leages organizations in ity siraggle with fEe
Cobpress and the Britsh poveramant. This aim of solidarity between
the Sind’ Mus!m Leagie aod its parent hody was one of tve gaak
Figmak outlined for Sandhi Leaguers in bis- Presidential address; the
ciber was for the Sied Lesgue 1o asgume the reios of goveramest
and provide for the progress asd “welfare of the peopie of Sind. 46
Thus, Jenah fely that these Emaediate gosls of sirengthening the
Leagos in Sind by forming & miniitry and by lending support to
the All-lodia Leagie should be forsssost in the minds of the Sisdhi
Lenguers. Hence, be wer disappoinied :l-ﬁm the Lesgsers in Sind
Indicated by thels strogg advosscy of Resolution Moo 5 ihat  their
first priosity wos to formulate fhe League’s oltimate goal He fesred
they wolld shick the Leagoe’s badly seedsd organizational ‘work in
Their mpatlence o fied 8 goals =

This view of J-_!I:.,Ilu...l'h'l. fhat Bésolutidd Mo 5 was am
inopporiune messsre which might detriet from the League's immied-
iate organizalineel peeds) wad only oo peksos why he opposed fhe
resclotivs, af lmel = ke saddy sbages of  deliserstion. There is
evidence -to suggeal that Jiosah o thosght ' the resoluton was too
basiy from amother standpaist, mede clear in & remark he made st
the conforemis, *The 'ﬁ:uwr_lruu_ Ahe anbd, s still in the banda
of the British, Let us mat forges il You mast see abesd nod work
fog tbe idesl thet you think will srhe’ 25 yeams  hence."'47 Jiaaak
wai alio npposed to the  resolution bscanse be stlll bad bops
gzrilement might be reached  betwesn ihe Hisde and Mesdisi gom-
munities yet Resolution No, 5 sought to discard this spproach and
gel ke League upofi & Bew courss, 48

Mr Jeoneh remnined, o perscnnl grounds, opposed o the
resolation throughout the confereoce. Accotdiog to oss of the con-
ference participants, Jinosh even refrained from participating ia the
debate after the resolution was tabled49 Accordisg 1o snather
delegate, Abdullah Harooa sod Sheik Abdal Majid costimued o
prevail apon Jisnah st informal momests during the cosferemce
#od o the third day, Jionsh fmally sgresd o let the reselution
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Adnirenily the phree wens Gaally able o reach 2 OO 0
ﬂ:::g;h.-h.n- p:rf. piiabved the pontrowirsy  which had _nl-n-! 7
earlier. Haroan snd Ml agresd io rejpl=oe ihe fadion| waraian z
ibe pescbulson with §he mor  saderate menditlion and "“lhnif:__
nat b oheiruct the resoletien's passage wi glihe the 1““':“ vy
peittee glage ur Whes lbe pespluiion Wil heonght belore

eanference. 30

j ol
Sianal's shift in position on Resaluion Mo, & from one

putright oppavition ts tacit syppesl WAk Ene uﬂ_he 1|Iu|l -l;-m
developmenty of the conference I nad poibiive imploanons o
wrceas of 1be coalerence @1 _H'ﬂ-l as fﬂ'l' '_t_- Leogme's image i
rves of Congress and  the  Brifish gowsrmment, .Hnl h}ml!‘:‘
eomriderations asd for the purpojsd of thin paper. Jianah m
ig evthook i ol primony - I:l:ﬂmln: i providiog & dtﬂ_p-lrh
stasding of his ihowaght wnd jeadership i Usis phase of ihe ague'E
evolution toward ihe poal of Pakigian.

: g St
What factots gempelléd Jinaash fo alter Din positas ao
Recofotion ™o, § sod whan gt o they - ehed- on his ehauphd and

teadersbip? First nf-ﬂl.’lmf—. af the dominimi politi-
el tresds and Farces el wogkdet] sformed bis lesdership with
qualities of Nexibilicy nod adepnivests “whikh, in the cose of this
remlution, prompeed hisy o -peevaleate iy - imilial  pesition. He
began tn wosder if s Wi et some ivoih 10 the. insistent view
of Harooo asd the othors; #Hn'i?'lhumwﬂhs for
& wicer spectrum of Muslan epladon el osi their own small
coferie of lradera. 8o he decided e let’ Resslution o -3 pess with
the idea it womld serve aea friedl balloos “.ll-wﬂ .h:l:l.nﬁh
depth of suppert wilkin the Mmlim commuaiy far the Ideslegios)
nolbens implizit in ibe reseludlon, 32 =
Jinead's comcern for the voize -of public opfnion suggpesia
a second clement thal helpedl to dhepe his leadership: his commitis
ment to democratie pringiples | Jinmab - pereived bl eidénship s
one Based pelidly and stcursly ‘on the needs, desires and will of the
BMughim commusity, Thus, §f Redlilion Moo 5. could provide &
fuller senie of whal the meal isteresis and sipirstioes of Minlim
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were, it woule hilp him 1o he a sironger And more effective lender.

Lpesking lo n proup of Aligarh studenis in late 1940, Tinnsh in ela-

quenily defining his own Jeadership, revesled it demaoceatic inspiraiian
“When | sddressed you It (e Labore Resofutsan, popu-
lary known ns Pakisian, bad mot heen passed but [ ooted
ihet you were anxiows for IBe decharation of the ideal
embodied B the Lahoge Reselotion, Tn other parls of In-
dis | had nodiced the same thing. Whit | kave dose is (o
declare boldly whai wes elfiving the heard of Muslim
Imdla i) 53

Concluzion!

Scrntlny and evaluation of tse proceedings  of the Bind
peovincis] Muslim League Cosfersece of 1938 have made it possible
to perceive celain of the important atiributes of M. Jinnah's
ieadership that hd, im park, to bis elevaiion o the promioeat
position of Quald-i-Azami This task of discernrent has besm fac-
flitated by the particular significance of this Karachi confermcs andd
ity place im the larger comtext of the All - ladia Muslim Leagoe's
evolulion towsrd its uitimate eological goal of Pakistas, With the
paisage of Resoduthon No. 5, the Kerchi coofereoce brcame jdent-
jfied wilth 1Be larger process of ideological ferment and change that
attended the Muslizn Lesgue in thls peciod of ids national resurgencs
anid pevitelizaison. The Resolutlosa's imhsrent impeton toward & pew
Lrague goal came nol, Bowever, [rom the highest reaches of 1he
Lesgue Ieadership, boi rather from the lower panks of the provigel-
gl League leadership, My Jisnah imitially stood opposed 1o the
pesoluisan deeming it premature aod possibly detrimental to the
Lesgue's organizatiomsl work bat as the conference progressed, he
shifted his stapce sd adopied a posltion of facit spprovel. The
faciors that compellsd him 1o aller Bl position were elements that
informed his Jeadership: & sense of the past, sttentiveness'in present
realitles, keen politicel foresight sod o strong committest to demo-
cratic prisciples, These atbiributes of Mr. Jannah's leadership subse-
quently kept bim closely attuned 1o the wishes and needs of tbe
Muslim communlty, vireagthensd his band In negotintions with the
Congrems and the Brithih government and sustalned him in hin task

of guiding the Muslim Leagus toward the succemful conclusion af
it stroggle to win Pakinan,
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aidd Interests of tHe Mubsimbs 8ol oilier mlebritics are sdequsiely
and effcctively gafeguarided in ke Eﬂﬂﬂdlm" “hid:, P 374,

4, Spr Raja of Mahmedabad, :hm Murum]u_ in The Pareirios
aff Tnidia, Policies and perspeciives, 1933 - 1047, od, C. H. Philips xnd
M. D Waimwright. [ Lonbos: Ororge Alkn and - Unwia, 1970 §,
[ - v

5 Thhdhmﬂluuﬂdlﬂphdhnmndnuﬂr
us Febrmiry, bei in ieslimony "E'l'ﬂ Hl'il'i ihi= Wﬂl-ﬁﬁ ‘Commitiee,
Hq is the dute given when, “ihe’ ar extablivhment of the Mu.
slim r.nui in Sind bepan.'” FR for sscond Bilf of Fobruary 1938,

slisi fo Taorse, Match 7, 1938, Alis Caiiies of Sukkisr Dista.
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i iry info Sakker
pancet! Imporiant Fisdings of the Court of Inquiry i :
rR:m:l of Movember, 1939, Presided ower BY Mr, Justics Westod,
{Karachi: Siod Provinzial Moslim Leagse. 1930}, p. 11,

6, From 2n appes! to Sind Muslims, isgued Form I'!:: svm...t
Provipeinl Mubm Leagun Offie o8 Seprember 1, 1932 T--?und in
Alhaj Mian Abmad Shafi, Haji Sir Abudoals Harooen: A Biography
{Lsbore: Pakistan Heeald presss, n.d, ), PP, 125-130,

7. Siedhi League lesder, Sir Abdullah Haroon wrote to the All-
ledia League leaders, the Raja of sshmedabad snd Mawah Tsrmmal
B.han sbout ibeir wpooming wisid B2 Sind, saviag’ “I bape youe
visil will be 0 suscessfal that we will have 1o call Mr. Jinnah in &
{2ic) very near fwiure and insuguraie (#Ee) the firet Sind Aduadim
Migiptry." This wndicases Huroon wad thinking aleng ihe linem of
tiplacmg the Sind Minitry. PMS, Letter of Hamoon to Eajs of
Mahmodabed snd Nawab lamail Khas, Augest 23, 1815

&, Marsan wrode Jinaak = carly Asgusl aboul [ha pessibibicy
of his comiog ta presede i the cosference QAPC, File I8, p 37
Letter from Abduilah Harooe b0 Mobammad Ald Jinsah Augosed, 1935,

a, During 1% summer & nusbsr of Muslim League meciongs
wnd sanferencrs were held o ialuke aod ditricy hesdguarters thro-
wghout Sipd. Places whore (Soe meciengsy wege held imcloded MNawa.
behah, Suikwr, Lariass, Dadu, Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas Tatia,
fyeotabad, Mehar gad Shikarper The mest impartant conltrence
wid @ province - wide mesfmg held = mid - July in Swhankot in
Sukkur Diwriet, organized by an emevgetic AMgharisn from Sulian-
kot Aghs Cbulem Nabi Pathas snd presided over by the Mukhdom
of Mulisan, Murid Hesisls CQureshi Interview with Hafiz K hair
Mobsmmad Ohidi, Sukkor, December 19, 1974,

1 Shaf, p. 129,

1. Sheikh Abdul Majid Sisdbi was the othar memter from
Sigd, tkere were tevniy-iwo in #ll For % complets 15t of the work

ing Commiiter, see Choodbry Khaliqumaman, Pothway 12 P,
(Labore: Loagmass, Geren and Co,, 1961}, p. 192} i -
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13, FR for fime half Ootober, 1938, Bat to Thoroe Cefober -~

18, 193E.

1% DG, Ocrober 8, 1931, p L

4.  MLA, Siod Provinglal Muslim Lesgeé Comference, 1938, Val,
243, Plr Ali Mohammad Rashidi, Report of tbe Geperal Secretary
al the First Sind Proviscial Moslim League Cooference, 1935, p. 5.
{Hercaflor Rashidi's Repori.)

5 DG, Ociober B, 193" p. L Even the hil-Leagus newipaper
the Simd Odrerror described ibe reception =3 one “d prinds might
well eavy,” quoled i G M. Sayed, Strupele fora New Sied Korachi
Sind Odmerver Press, 1949, p 24,

1&  Mripanodra Mach Mlitra, The faafs Jl.u.l:l.l.m-l"bﬁ'd:fﬂr-r, 1938 (Cal-
oulial The Anoual Reglsier Office, 1959, p 352

1T, Raeshddl, Repert po 22, The Dwily Gazette’s estimade of Lhose
in mitendance wis more congsrvadine. [LO00. O G October 19, 15348,

(1.8 Interview with Pir Al Mebammad HRashidic Islamobed,
Jusee, 3, 1975

19, Inmeview  wich Hatim Alswvi, Karachi, October 7, 1974,
Alayis arcount i of & gathesing which precedsd [he Cotober ¥
meeting st which an - agresment was reached between Jinosh mnd
the Siadhi Muslim leadera, For the terma of ghe Afreemenl  dng,
Jamii-ud-din Ahmad, Speeches and writings of M. Jinnak, 2 Yels,
(Lshoees G5aik Muohimmed Ashrag, iﬂ'ﬂ], I. &0-E2

20, SecFNI p6 The imihunumumtmiu-nhq.

went fate are eschawed bhere s they g dezmad o be oatside the
ecope of this paper.

1. There were, of coarse, other jovess raised j rons’

ches asd resolwtions ar the conferemce, hTﬂ:q jﬂ?.m:t h-: E
-nhlllht}dﬂhlmlhﬂfﬂ:ﬂﬂlﬁmﬂlihptm I
L DG, October %, 1938, p, 6,

3, Tedd
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24, Ivid,

35 FR far Erst baif of Ociober, 1933, Bhat to Tharoe, Oeioher
18, 133

36 D, G. Oclober 9, 1934, p. 3, Miira, PR 353554

#1. - Thid, Jingah praied the Sindhi Muslims for the unity they
bsd shown &1 fhe cosferssée bat warmed they had a grave task
shead “to guard yourselves fn thé All-lndia Mualim !IL_-uul-u apgain-
§i ihe yarloo foress which ase out to destroy and divids Muostam=
wne by means of corruption and dishanest propagsnda snd to stand
solid behlad the All-Indin Muslim League.”

| Ik
2% Ibids

0. Bashidi in his report nombers this resolution, entitled Comt-
mumal Settlegant, s Mo, 5 There @ some discrepancy a3 to bow
many resolutions were passed &t the conleremce and what their
sequence wes For iosfance, the Sind League Secretory, MLA, Khali-
que, sent a Hat of the reaplotions of the conference to Lisquat Ali
Ehan ai ihe lnfter's request in Barch 1939 and b ipcleded only
twelve comparsd to Rashidi's tweety - one. Forthermore, he llied
ftashidi’a Mo. 5 sa hig Moo 1, MLA, Sind Provieeial League Confer-
ence, 1938, Vial, 242, Letter From A Khaligue o Lisgast Ali Khao
Marsh 4, 1939, p. WL Another sowrce limted fhe iotal oumber of
resalmtions &6 Beventeen, 0,G, Oetober 11, 193% po 2, Ibid., October
13 1939, p 2, Thid,, Octoher [3, 1939, p. 1 T zocept Rashidi ncco-
unt & nuthentic a1 his report was official and it was poblished roon
after the conference by the Sind League. This Resalution was alsa
citsd &8 Mo, 5at th next ssssion of the Laague in Tatns when Sheikh
Ahdol Bajld istrofuced it a3 part of ancthir resalotion. MLA,
Anmual Session at FPatna, 1938, Vol 190, Resolotions introduced by
Shelih Abdal Majid Sindhi.

3l.  The Rescletions passed st the conference wene evenly divided
between All-Todia fasues (ten resolutions) and local Sisdhi issues
(I redolutions dealt with such fssues as Palestine aed Todia's Promt-
fer pelicy, sod the Sladki revolutioss with such maiters &8s the
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Grovarnos oentraverslal kxtioss and the andi-Muslim MH-I!? ,!.h'! b
Allal Haksh powermmesl, Thew reosiugions are oot dllb"ﬁlﬁ*h’#ﬁ—ﬂg“
wee ihzy wre desmod fo ke autglde ihe stope of Ehim papeE 2 1 E AT
35 i= oddition to Reshidis Heport ot thy Muslim Leagme l"'IE 5 fl:?;
hives in Karschi, the Foll text of 158 pesclution can bz ‘Tound in
Jumal-ud-Din Ahmad, Higerts Do of dre Mualie Frevdom

Maremeat (Lahore: Pubilishees Unived, 1990, pp 255-438 e
33, Ibd ?

33 The eaified siciock of ibe leadership fmm both -Blocs was
Fupities demonsimated In the pussags of fno resalufion ieseaf. There
were thres from the Muslim majerils bios whe wers instramental
in Irs passsgss  Shefch Abdul Majid, the resplution’s meper, Fo B,
Gurmanl from  the Panjah whe seconded it end Abdaflsh Haroan =gk
who supporied i, Twa froa Muslim  misoriy praviness weee ahe 0
1|g|:|: us sepporiere Saved Abdul Rauf Shak fromoise Cemtral Pea-
vitces aod Modlans Abdul Hamid - El-ﬂl-uru frosy the Ulﬂ‘llﬂ Frows
Inces. Reikhdl Repoct P i : =5

35 This is' 8 fext mnuhz.ﬁmm Detater 11, IS'H.E_,-_:_‘.
quoded i6 SR, Mebrotra ™ The: ‘ot gress amd dhe Partiboniof 'I.m.l“i.;g-'"
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