FRONTIER TRAGEDY 1930

AHMAD SALIM

The Qissa Khani Bazar firing m Peshawar on 30 Apnl 193()
was the natural result’ of movements agamst the oppressrve g
rule of the British POWer m ‘the’ lndo-Pak Sub—contmenr,
Among these movements some’ were ' of‘ ‘natronal’ character whrchr 5
influenced the polmcs of the ‘lndran Empnre’s front T area, Some
events and movsments’ however, were due to internal causes and were
the outcome of social, economic ‘and political problems confined to
the area. Among the natlonal' ’movements, 'Ghadar Party, resistence
to recruitment during the Firstworld War, movementagarmtt‘lc Rowllat
Act, massacre ~at the Jallianwala Bagh the bovcott of Prmce of :
Wales’s visit Hljrat movement, Khilafat movement formatlon of ‘Na-
ujawan Bharat Sabha and mov‘ement agamst Srmon Commlssron de-
serve special: mention:: C:
terronst actrvmes of Mutt

effects of the people s react on ui the
asures of the British. ¢ B

In 1901, Lord Curzon separated’ the Peshawar-distriots:(inc-:
ludtng Mardan), Kohat, Baritu,> Déra: Ismail Khan and Hazora from-
the Pupjab and gave them’the: form of! the North: Western Frontier-
Province. Both the Muslims and the Hindus opposed this new prov-
ince, For full one hundred years this area was regarded as ‘‘the
best training scbool for the British Officers." According to an Englisﬁ‘
historian, Andrews; “For the English army “there’ cannot be a ‘better



SR : ¢ Force
training ground than the Pnnjab Front r

epar j
their army, the' English” from time to g fou]es:e 51oiphe:r areas
cach oue of the different tribes in the I*'rontl‘t;.\;'ar o lndcpen

* people of this area also ‘took Pa” in Qhe
1857, and. afterwards fell. victir
army To destray; the Pathans mrhtar »
“them on. the ane hand and on’' the thef h_a

pleces by authors Smce th
stlgmet.zed as trartors, b]oo

i weapon in’ the' Cantone et fter sunset to ‘be branded: as a
polmcal murderer dad hehd 6 ,hable‘to be hanged Déspite ‘suck 4
grave indictient the‘ ‘culprlt”fwas not allowed the - facmt
lvgal colmsel 3 1t was'n necessary to take the culpnt anywhere in

; partlcular to hang 'h the dechron as:'to the pl.rce ‘of: hangmg

'_‘completély rested wrtb’the man'< i charge at (he txme.“‘He
bang “hrm On a tree ofi’‘a’ wall, in“ad enclosed place 'or i

- din’. To ‘raise - a ﬁnger on a! Whlte ‘mran amo‘unted 10 an’ mtenuon

to'kill him“To “thé " new' provmce ‘Maulana- Mohammed Ali' Jauhar’
'gave tbe beﬁttmg name of “land wnhout rules."_

y: of ‘any

Drmcmng these

T i
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oppressive rules Qaid-i- Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah
the Central Legislative Assembly.

“The principle of the government of ‘the dark ages is being

repeated:  Oflicial oppression and the ‘oppressive policy for
which the Frontier govemmenl has been criticised several
times.”’ 4

Thess oppressive rules produced bitter rcactwns In 1908,

Multan Khan Zagha Khail
city and looted Sarrafa Bazar but afterwards through the treachery

of a compapion be was killed' fighting with the army The followmg
lines from a Pushto folk: song refer to, thls event:-

Multan was' way laid through deciet;

Who © will: - now. commit robbery!

The attack by Mulm “Khan did much to destory the pres-
tige of the rulers. Tbey ‘now bcgan to create religious dissensions
among the people and succeed\ n stirring .up Hindu-Muslim riots
on a large scale in 1910, They made: stucccessful use of the Holy
and Muharram festivals which: ‘that year ‘fell on ‘the same date. They
favoured the riots' and (hemselvcs start :d crushing the two commus
pitiec, as keepers of law and order. But, these riots could not last.
long. The events in Trxpoh and Balkan created pohtlcal urge among . -
the people to unite and: face the common enemy The Great War of
1914-18 removed all mlsunderstandmgs ‘ng\ mulual conflict and
animosity among the Hindus, Mushms and Slkhs& Different Pathan
tribes resisted recruitment in. “the army and rcfused to subscnbe to
the war fund. The resistance started from the hilly area ‘of Hazara.
In Bajaur some tribes made an ettack on the British post at Shabq-
adar and caused much  trouble to ‘the enemy.  The Mabhsud:
murdered their political agent alongwith two Englnh officers.”
people resisted the payment of war loans. During the entire period
of the war only 1,738,451 rupees could be eollected in the Frontier
Province and the number of recruited persons could not come to
more than 32454, Those in the Pathan platoon who refused to fight
with the Turks in this war were shot dead in hundreds under Court
Mamal, and the rest were deported by sea to an unknown destmat-
jon and were drowned on the way near Burma.

Afridi ‘made an attack on the’ Peshawar,‘, 2
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After the war the Indmns were oﬂ‘cred Rowlatt Act as rew 7
ard for participation in the" war, Asa result, powerful reaction arose

apainst the ' Act thmughout the countr)u The Frontier people also e
joined the movement and were arrested in large numbers. - Among'

the many who suffered deportation and were sent to the Andamans,‘.. 5

Hak:m Abdul Jalil Nadvn, Mohd Ashiq, Fruit Merchant, Dr.. Charu- -
‘Chandar Ghose, Agha Syed ‘Abduliah’ Shah aod Pandit Amir Chand - .
_Bimwal were the more: well kn()wn, Against ‘the Rowlatt Act- Khan ‘
Abdul Ghaffar Khan held a: meeting-in Otmanzal which was atten-
ded by 100,000 people:5 This: was Ghaﬂ‘ar Khan s first meeting and

the first political ‘meeting in the hlstory of Otmanzal. As a result ..

Ghaffar Khan himself and one hundred- and fifty:of his_chief workers
were arrested . and delamed under dbommable condmons for SIX
-months. 6 : i :

Yo

ands came ant leavmg their houses. parental propertles and crops' =
behind: Harsh and cruel. xmcasures takcn by -the English agamst the
Khilafat created unrest among, the peop!e. This bxghly sennmentehs-
. ed yet very haphazardly: orgamzed movement almost put the s(ructure
of common life on the country ‘into.” d:lsan‘ay "Families were destroye-
ed. Children left their: parents and wwes separated from: their. husbi-
nd. The betrothed males considered it a' shame to leave b..hmd lhexr‘. :
fiancees unclaimed, so they ‘were married hurriedly while on thcu"‘
way to ‘Hijrat’. Ready crops wers mere sold for nothing. This vast
migration ruined the economy of Atghanistan. The Hjrat (migrat-
jon) Committee tried to stop the ‘muhajireen’ from going ahead but:
pobody could keep Sane. The people kept on coming from the Punjab
and Sind. until there was no room left for the muhajireen in Afjh
nistan, whose rulers refused to accept this flood of people. Thegua.
precedented crowds of the mubhajireen, lying in fields under th o
sky, began to die of starvation and thicst, Children, women ed"i:;n
young were forced to mortgage themselys for a glass of w:tI:r a ;‘v
a piece of bread. 7 In this way the tragedy af ‘Hijrat® Come to t:m



end and those who survwcd returned to their hou
and the members of his family were also among those
‘Hurat for the sale of *Khifafat’ in' lslam; Inslead of proving
ful ln the struggle for mdcpendence this ncgauve movemcnt retarde
its progress. Besndes the great loss of life ;and: property it discourag
ed by example the struggle for freedom. The ‘hijrat’ -movemeat, bo- - -
WGVCI‘, had a positive, side,. too, in as: much as those who .instead of -

retummg home crossed to Russia had the" oppormﬂ"y of ‘witnessing - -
the socialist revolution and tbey came backrdeeply xmprcsmd by so

clallst thinking. -,

After the
the pebple ;inf'i"y""

/tutlons 'Brmsh' Cou
govemment cducation

Admmmg thls, Sir George M
T fed+district in’ thése "datigeroty” ddys Twhi
Hijrat and Rhilafat badrcreatedany
dence it spread from PeahaVvar

J N "
Mr, Ewart admlttcd that throughout t;e Iength and bread-
th ofthe provmcc. especlully in, Bannu, thls movamenl gained the =
same momentum ‘a3 _was-. seen m Peshawar durmg thc ﬁrs: Afghan‘?
‘war ,in 1919 and. agam ou- the ocoasxen of t & :




: dee ‘of 1hé, British" govemment, an i
i gere specially in" Dhiodeyll and -Shahi: Keyari, appointed thei
fﬁcers and Tehs:ldars They themselves started:'to perform for ecp- :
aw ‘and ‘order"in ,lhat -area; Iand on: wo br?three occasmns the :
: hcly tried  British, gOVt Foment ~offici Is. and’ . s
ary “punishments.  Thus the danger to the ‘safety and stabilty of Bn-
tish rule lurked ommously in-Kohat and” Bannu. A report. on cond-
itions then prevalent, by Dr. ‘Mukhtar ‘Ahaed: Ansari: was’ pubhshed
in’ “Venture”, London, in M'ay, 1921 accordmg tovwhich’ durmn the
deys of the Tehrik- (movement) nearly 25, 000: to® 26,000 titles aud :
- _awards bestowed by the British govnment, were: surrendercd, and. no
- “order for the import of English cloth was placeh with British mapu-
Acturers’ in England between Jinuary 1921 and May 1921‘ gt

movement contmued gathérmg momentum m i
- move ¢ close. all placés of prostitution ‘was  started and
ngs “in"Pishto and Hindko languages on this: sub_]ect ‘were. sung i
in every ‘hou &iPerturbeéd; the :government: ra1ded the: oﬂir.‘e Lof: ﬂle
. ‘Khilafat' Comimittee. ‘All records were ‘confiscated " and ‘iigetings: R
- ‘procéssions - were “banned. This ban was ﬁrmly opposed and -defied.
:Arrests were courted en masse, In 1922 Maulana Zafar Ali Khao, Dr.
aifuddin Kichlew -and Ghazi Abdur Rebman' Ludhya‘naﬂ toured
e ;province. Police’ drrested - them ‘and “ sent ‘them back beyond
tock. While thiese disturbances were -on; the arrival of the Prince
of Wales was  announced. ‘May 6was fixed for the reception of the:
‘Prince in Sarhad.; By that’ tnme all notable leaders were put into jail.
The- remaining menibers of’ the Khnlafat ‘Commlftee arranged:a pro-
gramme 'of Hartal iinder: the leadership “of ‘Mr. Allah Bukhsh Yusufi
on-the day ‘of arrival of the: Prince. Leaflets’ and hand bills: bearing
titles; such as “‘Accept: me-or fot, T am your "guest”. were distribu-
‘ted Jin' the city. For the folly of an officer the hartal was observed
‘even one ‘day before’the - schedule. On 6th May, the day of the
-Princes ‘arcival -the whole- city observed hartal, The Khilafat workers
~infiltrated into--the’ official reception procession meant for the Priace
‘and oh hisarrival ‘raised ‘the ‘slogan of ‘Sharie, Shame. In Chowk
Yadgar, -Rai Bahidur ‘Melicrchand Khanna had just started to read
hls recepuon address in honour or the Prince when the crowd started
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raising the:slogans of their national leaders The crowd wentio
control and began to destroy every thing. In a few minutes, a
orations ‘were ruined, The Prince was' escorted with great dnﬂicu](y
to the Government House,8 The gentry in the. forefront of the rece:
ption arrangements for the Prince were taken to task by the British,
Titles of some titleholders were w:thdrawn, and they. lose face mise-
rably before their overlords, 9 . :

After the return of the Prmce all polmcal partzes in the
provinee were declared illegal and polmcal workers - were. arrested
enmasse ‘and: put behind bars for mdeflmte perlods. i -

In 1923 the famous f'reedom ﬁghter Ajﬂb Khan appeared on
Lhe scene- At that time individual terrorism was beginning to catch
imagination of the bold and self-sacrifcing youth in the conntry. In AR
November 1920 two Enghsh ‘officers were murdered in Kobhat. Inl921
a big - robbery was committed in Kohat Cantonment. On-10th April
1923 two military officers. were killed in the Khyber Pass and on
13th April Ajab Khan carried -away ‘an English. woman Miss Ellis.
“Fhis. abduction was committed mistakenly. The British army had
éarlier . raided - the house  of. Ajab Khan, accusing him of
the Kohat" robnery In his abseme the. women of his household were
jll-treated. On coming_ to ‘know. about thls Ajab Khan decided to
Kill Major Ellis, the man :responsible for the: ra\d on his house. On
that night. however, the Major too was not present in his house*
Mistakenly his wife was murdered ia his place. Again, mistakenly
his daughter was kidnapped in p'ace of his_wife, Ajab Khan and his
companions took the girl away with them, Afterwards when he came
to know the facts Ajab Khan was very sorry and he kept the girl
fully protected. This incident shook the: whole edifice of the Indian
government. Tribal jirgas were convened everywhere. Eaticments,
pelitical pressures and other methods were -brought to bear for the
return of the girl. The Afridis of the Khyber.Pass held consultations
.among themselves and ‘asked ~Ajab Khan to return the girl.
Ajab Khan returned the girl unconditionally and himself crossed to
Afghanistan. This situation was unbearable for the English. To ave-
‘nge thu they provoked Hindu-Muslim. riot in Kobat in 1924. When
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it subsided, both' the communmes goonr reconclled and slarted jomts
ly demanding political rights for Sarhad, - The Simon Commlsqmn.l_ :
was vehemently opposed and was everywhere boycotted by the peo-
ple in 1927. As a result of an Bngllsh intrigue that year, Afghanls- %
tan suffered unrest, The liberal and anti- imperialish stand of the'King ‘
of Alghanistan was too much for the Engllsh to bear. Afghanistan
was also providing protection and sbelter’ to rebels from the British
Province of N. W. F. P. in’ India, “Then consplrdcy dnd propaganda
by their paid Mullas  stirred tebellion in' its army. To "prove that‘
Amanvllah Khan and ‘his- wife had 'defied - Islamic = tenets and had
turned heretics, untrue and made up plctures and photos of the roy-
al couple showing them in western attire w:re glven wide publlc:ty
The notorious English intelligene officer’ Col TE Lawerence assums
ing the role of a well-vcrsed maa in rehg:on, obtained  the fatwa o}'_:
‘Kufr’ against. Amanullah ‘Khan.and umted the who[e of Afghan po- .
puldce against him 10' Amanullah Khan had ‘to. ﬂy ~and take shelter: -
in Qandhar and Habibullah Khan alias Bacha Saqqa usurped the ..
throne. The downfall of Amanullah Khan. cleared the -way. far the .
English in Sarhad. It is therefore pot wrong to say that the Enghsh %
were later embo]dened to suppress.through blood and by use of tiu--
ncheon the unarmed people in. the ' Frontler area, due to the fact of
the neighbouring country becommg ‘weak through internal. dlsorden

In 1929, “Naulawan Bharat Sabha™ camc mto belng in the,
Frontier Province. Sanober. Hussam Mohmand -Abdur Rahman -Kiya, >
Abdul Aziz Khush Bash and Abdullah: Pakhkh gar were its main-fige :
ures. The flag of the. party was red with the sign of hammar and
sickle on it. Very soon its branches were opened In Hazara and Ba- |
onu. In 1929 Abdul Ghaffar Khan partic_ipated in the Lahore Se§sioh '
of the Congress and moved a resolution to the effect- that. the people
of the Frontier province should -be given the same. rights as were ens
joyed by the people of other provinces of India. He also supported
the resolution presented by Hakim Abdul Jalil' that . the. Frontier Cri-
me Regulation should be immediately ended.

In 1929, when Abdul Ghaffar Khaﬁ emerged as thé unriv’élf-
ed p"“”"a' leader of the Pathans, the Fronher Province at that time
was a victim of Eugllsh oppress:on in 1ts grossest form, leading to

S



. 'unethical practlces in society and cnrruptmg and vitiatiog. 1t
Hy: Y.B. Mathur ‘bas ' summed up the: sxluatlon ‘in! tbc “follosing
words:- NRRTIG ks S

"Under the British, the. Fronuex became an'asylum of: 1

' oralities’ where 'sodomy, prost:tutlon, use of knives, playi
with quaﬂe and other evil habits had become the mecess

- _-occupations of life. Khans or tribal Sardars took pride
... keeping . lads for committing sodomys;: daughters were sold
. in_the maket. and| deprived, of Iegacy rights. Cousins regarded
themselves . as enemies. Seeking revenge was un paral!eled il D4

Accordmg to the issue of 95, Marcb 1230 of the “Nau_[awan
Sarfarosh" tha cond:txon of;ustlce and courts was somethmg Tike thxs

“'G(wernment framed many ruIes for caging and !mcaglng
people. Justlce was’ auctloned in the courts, Magutrates were
- ignorant; Munsiffs were untnmmed Iogs, Vakeeis were selflsh
', and’ shirked. work. 43 13 . ; ‘

- . The farmers -were the moqt hard ‘hit. They eould be bonght
‘and sold with thie plots of land they tilled; They wére the chattel of
. the Khans. There was no’ adequate arrangement for the eduealmn ‘of
“their children. To keep the Pathans illiferats appeared to be the aim
‘of the goverument. The area alongwnh the rest 'of the Indian sub-
continent; once considered: ‘the pride -of the Edst turned into a feld
for  western exp]ontanon ‘The ferocious ' machines ‘of ‘Manchester and
‘Lancashire were suckmg ns hlood The traders’ of Europe espeually
-Epgland, bad usurped all. its. 'wealth! ‘and- resources 'and estabbshed’
theis-own monopoly: They  hadfull* controu of all its industry’ and
manufacture. The laboures and ‘farmers: were subjected to all - types of
exaction prohlbmons and tyranmes 14:

In this social® and political situation Abdul Ghaffar Khan i
started his Khudai Khidmatgar. movement. In January 1930 volunte-
ers began to be enrolled, Brown colour uniforms, were approved for
them which Jed the government to call theni *Surkh Posh’ and (o
link them with the Bolshevnks and in this ‘way a false plea was found
for: their oppression. Bacha'Khan several timies denied the orgamza(-
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jons counection with the Bolsheviks on the clearest of,tlerms. On oge'
occasion he said:- f

“At first this uniform was of white Khadder but it used _
to get soon dirty. Hence tt was suggested that it should be

brown, To call It red is totally wrong. It has nothmg to do
with the red colour of Soviet Russia.” ’

During this time. the Jamait-e-Khilafat declared that it wou-
Id arrange picketing all places of prostltutlon ‘Soon enough the pick-
etings started on wine-shops. Talks about noncooperation became
common, Rumours began to spread that Abdul Ghaffar Khan want-
ec 1o start movement against payment of taxes. On ‘16 ‘April he held
" a Kisan_Confeence in Otmanzai. Besides thousands of people, the
workers of the Congress, Committee. Naujawan Bharat Sabha and
Khilafat Committee attended it. In connection with the payment of
taxes Ghaﬂ'ar Khan in the meeting contradlcted the rumours and
said that he had paid his taxes and advised the people to pay fbe"‘
taxes. He pleaded agamst breaking the law in-any way. ;

But it seemed the peOpIe were bent upon breakmg the law.

' They stopped paying taxes and' took the law in their hands. When

Ghaffar Kban saw that his advice ‘was not being taken, he left his

" village in the mormug on 23 April 'to ‘stop incidents of law-breaking.
But he was arrestcd on the way under Arhcle 40 of the Frontier

Crlme Regulatlons

Almost at the same tune the Brmsh govemmeat started fir-
ing on the people in Qrssa Khaar Bazar, Peshawar.

In [ndla Gandhl started lhe movement of defiance of the
ban on making salt. Consequently in the second week of April the
provincial Congress Committer announced the programme of salt
making in Shahi Bagh, Peshawar. April 23 was declared. the day for
civil disobedience. The government somehow came to know of the
Congress and Bharat -Sabha and decided to arrest the workers at
midnight. But the Congress workes 'got the wind of it earlier and in
an emergent meeting decided that no one.should get. arrested at nig-

~ht. On the morning of 23 April two workers were arrested from the



66

Provincial Congress' Committees offices’ Péoplé at'onceod
show solidarity with the arrested persons and commence
ing the Police van taking them to the pollcc lock-up. Near ‘h :
MUDlClpRl Committee’s office, the crowd became tindontrollable. and’
cut the tyres of the Police van. They asked the Police to take. the'
handcuffs off the hands of the two  workers. Police 'had to rélease -
the arrested  persons, Leading the procession of 20 thousand. ‘people
" the two workers reached the Kabuh Gate Police station and offe
themselves to be arrested. By that fime all the people from the cit
had assembled in stsa Khani Bazar. The uncontrollable crowd rais-
ed the soigan of ‘Inqilab Zmdabad’ ‘and - stoned _the palice station, -
Getting nervous the police sent an’ S 0. S call to- the army and imm-
ediately military armoured cars started sspeedmcr towards the’ city.
Many. persons. were. run, over by the armoured cars. The! crowd, went
“out of control, A young, ‘man at the risk of his life set fire to the
" tank-of an armoured car.. The soldiers sitting in' the.‘car were burnt
“ to. death, On this the army, started ﬁrmg, ‘which contmued from 11 .
a,mi? to 3 p.m. . From X200 to: 350 persons were killed.: Not satisfied
with the killing and bloodshed in Peshawar, they vrctlmlsed the whio-
le province ‘and subjected itto.a Slmllal' bloodbath. Accordmg to Allan: !

whatever: they llked Conseq 13
set fire to. the - offices . of the\'

por women escaped thelr operatlonsr In‘,Otm‘anzal and Takar the
offices of the ‘Surkh Posb’ were burnt Peaceful processrons were
" fired on. But ‘as oppressron lncreased more people started _joining the.
movement. At the time of the arrest: ol‘ Abdul; Ghaﬂ'ar the | Khudai
y Khldmatgar numbered about: 800 ‘but 'soon it reached 40,000, About
them the Chief " Commrss:oner of thc Frontrer provmce 1ssued the
followmg order:- ‘ ‘ | .

Do not let those: volunteers of the Congress who are in red . .
'shirts enter your village,: They call themselves Khudér Khrdmatgar"*
but in fact they are dlSmpIes of Gandhh They were: clothes like the

Bolshevicks and- they want to create .the same bad condmons as drd‘ ‘
" the ‘Bolsheviks:in Russia. . . .o

The army of Gharwalr soldiers refused “to ﬂre on the unarm- 7
ed people This \Was - unbearable for the Engllsh. This army was
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suspended on the same day. These soldiers were sent wnthm thre‘A
days to Havilian and Kakool; Af(er Court Marhal ‘they were:, award
ed rigorous imprisonment for ten . to twemy years, and were €T
in diffcrent jails. A great number of them were turned out. of the
army. After the departure of the Gharwal: army from Pesha.war the i
Naujawan Bharat Sabha "held a meeting in Chowk Yadgar to pay i
tribnte’ to them,: Afterwards a processnon of 40,000, ‘people plaqedi
flowers on' the monument  of the martyrs of stsa Khani: Bazar.. This'
‘monument was. built:one day 'before: by:a fruit: merchaot; Ashiq: Hu-

ssain. He too was arrested for this:national scrime’y and afterwards

under dursss he was made to demohsh the movement with his’

own hands. ¢ ; e AT :

After the lesa Kham the people were arrested in. such
vast number that ‘there was.no room: left in the Jall- Wh.n they\-
could not be accomadated  in jail, the pnsoners were, kePf t'
chains out-side in lhe open. Amnong, the ‘prisoners were ' the learned :
the :l]lterate, women, 'meny chlldren, o]d and young mcl dzug two‘ ;
enuchs. 15“’“' G Ak il e i ;

Under ‘the oﬂice of. Bharat abha Hafaz Abdul Kanm used

to sell caps. He was arrested : after . two | months of the ending of
Martial Law anod he was asked to identify the -people. He said
that there was no’ questlon of identification for he himself was a
members’- For this he. was sent to jail forisix months. Ta- the jail

a minor boy prisoner, Sajawal by: name,. was. subjected  to’ severe
punishment. The. boy on refusing to dsk for forgiveness was caned
twenty times, as a resuit of which he lost his eyesaghx :

On this act of‘ brutalit‘y,‘ the ;whole press of 'the"countiy
unanimously raised its ppwei'ful’ 'voice. In order to pacify the situa-
tion an enquiry committee .was formed under Justice Sic Sulaiman,

. but the work of torture inside the _]ulls and ‘that of shooting unarm-
ed political workers outside continued unabated. On 31 May peace-
ful people were fired on in ‘Bazar Kalan. This crowd was only carry-
ing the bodies of two boys killed by an Eaglish soldier. In Atigust
army and police killd hundreds of Waziri mbesmen by firing on a
peaceful meetmg in Hathl Khel (Bannu). ‘
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GommmBesxdes Sir Sulaiman’s ‘official commxttee, two other enqu y‘ 5
ces were formed by the people. The Congress establistied a;
committee under the leadership of Patel but he was ot allowed to .
enter Sarhad and he took statements of people at Rawalpindi. The
report of this committee was conﬁscated Just after publiction.

The second committee was formed by the Jamiat-e-Khilafat
under the leadership of Allah Bakhah Yusufi. Its report was publish-
ed under the name of the Frontier Tragedy but 1t too was: coafisca-
ted under. orders: from the Govenmentx ! i DR RN

Thus in the year 1930 the people of the’ Fronuer provmce g
were massacred in vast numbers. After Jalllanwalla Bagh, these mass
killings can be called the next : greatest tragedy. But these incidents

" of foreign oppression have' a brlght snde too, as Abdul Ghaffar Khan .

- said in one of his speeches-

«“Owing tO repeated tyranmes the people became - courageous
and reckless. It became crystal ‘clear that greater the violence
was shown by the Government. greater was the resistence
and higher the vpsurge. in. the natlonel spmt of the people.”’ 16
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