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CONTRIBUTION OF HURRS IN FREEDOM MOVEMENT

Iy
Allub Disp Soomre
&
Mulmmuod Qusbm Soamsra

Husrs, the miflitand ollkswers of the Pir Pagaro, sinco 18308 werne
continucusly struggling against the British and Lhe Sikhs in the Indian
Sub-coalinenl They kave, throughout their existence, carricd on their
struggle for freedom in close contact with ather anti-Eritish Muslim

MCVCIECnLE,
“Hurr' an Arahic word, means ‘Free'. And if & because of iheir spiril
of freedom that the follewers of Prgaro Pirs are called Hurrs, Mirza
Qaleech Baig in his book Qadeen Sinth contends that Syed Sibghstul-
tah Shah I had given the title of “Hurr’ 1o his disciples keeping in vicw
the example of Hurr's sacrifice of [fe for Hadbrat Imam Hussxin in the
hatile of Karbala 1 *Adihough Hurrs are found in all paris of Pakistan,
yet their habitations arc mosily ceniied on the left bank of the river
Indus and beyond the borders of Pakistan in Jascimir ond ciber pans
of Rajisthan, 2 Hures being based in Sindh hive never conlined thesr
activities 1o this region along, They have always tricd 10 safeguand the
intercsts of the Musdims of India at large, Unkerlunatcly me objective

amsessment of Hirr aciivitkes has 50 ar beon mede. The presend study
i hoped nol only to remov the projudices created by the bissed
propagands againgt Hurrs, bul will also prove 1o be a guidance for fature
stusdies on this segment of Muslim (reedom movement.

Hurrs being orthodox Muslims spend their Eves strictly in aceord-
ancewith tlse tenets of the Shari'ah. 1 ds obligalosy on them o praclise
Filer-i-Tali | } after every prayer bul specially aller b prayers.
Honesty, sincerity, iolerance, truthlulness snd other such Tslamsc values
are incumbent on them. 3 Fazal Hag M. Kazi shedding light on their
characteriatics says:

*Although they possess the common charactenstics of & typical
Simndhl in moods, menners, mocals and Bving, these barmel-chesied, well
hail, sturdy and sirong men ore extremely sensitive aboul their sense
of proportion and Endividual bonour, they sport beands and twirling
mousteches, They aitire themselves normally in Pahron (long shirl down
below the knecs®) and & wide and & loose Shalwar (baggy trousers™) and
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& - 1 id.l
the kead crowned wilh Parka (the el gear ). VBrIALINA of wh
irr:in'lt {he soclal status of the wearcs and is 'm““dmd ms the ":"m;
of sell-reapect 4 Hurrs are mosily sazlibend b0 ﬁum arcas "hove ::hqu e
uneanny abilily 10 trace and track the oot prints "l““"‘"“d,’"‘mr: iy
hawe traverscd the desert and after dosiphering the footprinis, th g
ablle 10 give information relating to the starcs. n_mﬂerluiﬂrﬂﬂm ok
caravans and the direction of their troction which seldom transpines ko
[
- Cin thesir arrival in Sindh, the farefathersof Pir Pagaro seitled 'd"h"'""“
at village Kingri (Later named Pir-Jo-Goth) where their prty of ¢ :;
acter atiracied & large number of common peope, whi Swore albega
at their kands, As these murveds {disciples) were s_prﬂ-d oveT & IB'i;';iE
aren their organization was fcll necsssary. For this purpose the “r
divided thesm inlo twelve peographical units throughout the EM’_'M:‘
under separate Khalifas, nominated from every unit. The Pirmacniaine
Hinisanwith his mureeds thraugh these khalifs. Unce a year the Pir used
10 visid thsese units in order to personally guide his mmvu_bds in religiou
& well as secalar mattess, T was on account of this organization that the
Hurrs emerged a5 @ umited group quile distinet from the followers of
other such onders. _

The natare of relationship between the Hurrs and their Pir was
quite in accordance with the CIuranic verse: _

‘Ohey Allsh, and obey messenger and those of you who are m
authariy, G

True Lo this divine commandment they obeyed only those nrders
of their Amir which were not against the teachings of Islam.

As the Hurr movement was organised by the Pir Pagase and was
carried through by their devoled disviples, il seems necessary (0 describe
the history of the origin of the Pagaro Pirs as well.7 The ancestors of
Pagaro Pire came 1o Sindh with Muhammad bin Casim in 712 A.I. and
settled at Kingri (kater this place was known as Pir-Jo-Goth).8

Syed Ali Makki who had accompanied Thi Chasim to Sindh settled
in Lakki, District Dadu, which got Famous as Lakkiari. This Syed tamily,
one of the most impoartant in Sindk produced many renowned per-
sonalitics in the Geld of Tasawwal (Mysticism) and poetry. Their con-
tributions have enniched the coltural heritage of Islam in Sindh. Syed
Muhammad Rashid is the first ofter Syed Ali Makkiin the line of Pagnno
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ancesbors kavwn o hsory. He had two sons, Syed Sibghatullabh Shah
fm-d Sved Muhnmmad Yasin, Aller the death of their father the foemer
inhirited his Pag (Turban) and was called Fir Pagaso while the atter
g S {Flag) amd became famous as Pir Jhasdo, The first 1o be
cabled Pir Pagaro was Syed Sehghooullah-T,

Syed Sibghntullah Shah (Fir Pagaro-T) succeeded his father a1 his
death on 1st Sha'kan 1233 A H, June 4, 1818 A [ Among his brothers
he was an oulstanding theologian and a mystic. [t was his piety of
characier and sympathetic attilude iowards the comman Muslim that
he became popular in Sindh. ljaz-al-Hag Qudoosi has stated, on the
authority of Syed Hamiduddin, that there was no other spiritual guide
more popular than him {Syed Sihghatuflah Shah-T) whom the people of
Sindh loved and lollowed 9

Pir Pagaro-1 besides being a popalar spiritual guide, was a keen
abserver of conemparany religio-politico-social conditions of the Sub-
continent. The Britlsh and Sikh onstaughts on Muskims after ihe decline
of Mughal Rule in India disturbed (he Pir Pagaro-I 1o a gresl exiens,
Instead of scting like a passive mystic who woald submit himself 1o fane,
hie was determined not to live the |ife of a slave under the ruleof infidels.
And declared Ut it had been the tradition of his forefathers 1o lay down
their lives for the preservation of Muslim Freedom. And being a true
Muslim kept the Quranic dictate: *Sanction is givenunto those whao fght
because they have been wronged®, 10 before him. He alongwith Syed
Ahmed Shaheed reviewed the decline of Mushim rule over the subeon-
Hnent. In full accord with the latter he decided oa initigting =
prOgramme Lo prepane the Muslims of India for Jikad against the British
and Sikh fyrants, who had already occupied Morthern [ndia and the
Punjab and were sharpering their teeth 10 eschow Sindh as wiedl. Tn

order o prepare his disciples for Jihad, he organzed a body by hs
devoted followers into a regular force.

The Hurr movement can be divided inlo three distinct phases
sccarding to their chronological appearapces. The first phase of the
Hurr mowement (1829-31) started when they pariicipated in the Jibad
of Syed Ahmed Shaheed. The plan of Syed Ahmed Shaheed was 10
reach North-West Fronatier Province via Rajisthan, Sindh and Baluchis.
tan. He had decided to make that area his headquarter for in his view
the Frontier Muslims were Lrue. simple, energetic and militant Muslims
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who hiad always strongly resisted the infideds, His plan was to first mould
the lives of these Muslims in accordance with the Quranic teachings and
then prepare them for Jihad against the British and Sikhs. On fis way
he first entered Sindh taking it 1o be a safe place for a sojourn. The
sympathelic attitude of the native population encouraged him Lo start
preparations for Jilad during his slay i Sindh_11

Befose Mujahideen could reach Mirpar Khas, Syed Churran Shah,
who belonged 1o the Sadat family of that arca, reached there & little
earhier and introduced Syed Ahmed’s mission]2 Lo Miz All Murad
Khan. 13 He further told him that considering Sindh Drar al-Islam these
Ghazis had come to receive their help in every passible way, Despite
these pssurances, the Mirs were much hesitant in accepting the creden-
tinls of Syed Ahmed and his companicns.

Alter three dnys stay in Mirpur Khas the Mujahideen lelt fior Tando
Allnhyar. The Mirs sent two emissaries o Syed Ahmed Lo know moee
aboul him and it was oo their report that the Mirs welcomed him and
provided the Mujahideen with every possible facility and asdistance,
Syved Ahmed, satwlied with the treatment meted oul 0 his group, kel
Tando Allahyar for Hyderabad. Mir Karam Ali Khan, the ruler of
Hipderabad sert his spesial emissary Syed Sibghatullah 10 welcome Syed
Almed on his territory. The Mirs looked afier the Mujohids for three
days and beiped them with money & well &5 weapons. Bul Syed Ahmed
siayed at Hyderabad for thirieen days. Syed Ahmed sent some of his
stores by the river Indus and himself sccompanied the Mujahids by road
on their way to Pir-To-Goth in Khairpur. Syed Nasir Ali Shah enter-
tained them at Hingorijn and Sathe Shah Baghdadi Jilani looked after
the whole party of Mujahils s Ranipur.

When this caravan reached Pir-To-Goth on June 24,1826 AD.
Syed Sibghatullah Shah, Pir Pagaro-, who had somehow reached the
destinatson earlier, sceorded warm welcome o the Mujzhideen. He not
only asststed Syed Ahmed Shaheed Gaancially but also put at his disposal
a contingent of fve hundred Hure Mujshideen. After the departure of
Syed Ahmed Shaheed for the North-West Froobier Province, Pir
Pagaro-1 stayed back to popularize the Jihad Movemeant in Sindh and
to supervise the arrsngements of sending reinforcements 1o Sved

Syed Sibghatullah Shah.1, soon after saving good-bye 1o Syed
4
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Ahimcd Shaheed and his Mujuhideen, passed awiy on 5 Ramzan 1246
AH. Fehewory 8, 153 -'..]Jul.wul Pis-Jo-Cioth. 14 The reinforcemcnis
pramistd 1o Syesd Ahmed Shaheed discontinued. Thus, despile fightiag.
the Hurr contingent that had alrcady been sent 8o fight showhler to
shoulder alongwith the Mujubideen, [ailed due 1o ihe shortage of
manpower and military resowrees, and met a tragic end on May 61831
ADAS Although they failed 10 goin vigtory over the epemy, they
succeeded in lighting the fames of freedam in the heart. of comman
Muslims whi followed theis footsteps in the years to come, Thus ended
ihe frst phase af the Hurr Movement. .

The [ailure of Jiid Movement in 1831 made Sikhs the sole master
of Punfab, Kashmir and substzntial part of the North- Wl Frontier
Prowince. This growing power of the Sikhs ke the Talpar Mars af
Sindh apprehessive of Sikhs future designs. The British alio sepsed Sikh
porwer 1o be a threat 1o the cxpansion o British imperialism ia Lndin,
Incitenally both were nod strong enowgh ke nesist these lurking dangers.
The Mirs neither prepared themselves 1o militarily [ace their cpponents
nor did they allow the Huers to combat the British with the resalt that
\Belr movement wias inactivated for the time being. This policy created
a power vacuum Lherehy facililaling the Britsh wecapation of Sindh
without mach resiiance in 184317

Syed Hizbullsh Shah {1847-18%1), lollraing the [ootsicps of his
great ancestor Pir Fagaro-i, did nut reconcile with the Bridish nule m
Sendh and played 2 major mle im cresting general resenimenl 4gainst
thie infide] rulers. This movement began the 'Second phose of the Hurr
movement’. The British in retaliafion resarted 1o a sandsetive campaign
of suppressing the Hurr movement, All able-bodied and sparited young
men were pat in coocentralion camps under strict poloe watch and
infleenisl leaders of the Hurr Movemen! were deported in exibe 1o
Wasanpur in district Akmad Nagar,

y Atthe uu:hrlﬂk'u{ World War-1the Britishers adopled & placatory
policy teraards Pir Pagaro asd shated their policy of Hurr persecution
18. And refensed the Hur leaders from the concentration camps.

The British rulers in view of this truce soaght the suppart of a Hurr
detachment b bolstar ihemr war eflfect. The Hurr leaders conceded their
demsnds aod a batch of fve hundred Hurrs joined the British forces in
Mesopotamia. However, Lhese Hurrs refused 1o obey the orders of their
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commasder o shoat (e Muslims { Turks) and desecrate the Muslim
shrines for which they were couri-martialled apd put 1o death, On the
signing of the peace tresty in 1919 the remaining Hurrs came back
B,

The third phase of the Hurr Movement commenced when Syed
Sibghatullah Shah.11, Pir Pagero-V1. foemed an organization called The
Chaeis in 1921, al Pir-Jo-Goth. He gave the Ghazi organization an
unprecedented impetus by giving them propes ieaining for any even-
tuadity against the Beaiwh, )

Fearing his popalacity the Beilish arrested and sentenced Pie
Pagara o cight vears imprisonment on Augast 26, 1930.50 Despide the
Hurr agitation started in 1931 21 Lo pocss the Government (o release
Pir Pagars the Government did nol relenss kim uniil 1936 a1 the expiny
af his term of imprisonment. On his release Pir Pagaro organized bo
Euilloraners against the Hritish. Despite the British declaration of Hurrs
as Criminad Tribe, 22 Pir Pagaro continced enrofling the Ghazis in longe
oum e

Pir Paguro was imvited by Sir Hugh Dow, the then Governor of
Sendh for 1alks st Karachd on ihe pretexd 1o disewsss maivess ol matisal
inserest Bug on b arrival atthe Governor's House be was areested. His
whereaboats were kept secret. 23 Hurrs rose i rebellion and dersiled
the Lahore mail, blew ap a mail traindd, srd stlacked police statsons
and oulposis ai various places. All this ¢reaved such a panic that pro-
povernment elements dared not remain outside thedr houses alier the
sunsel.

T bring the sitaation under controd the Govsrnment sent in moe
armed police in this ares. Hurrs laid their beavy hands on heads of all
those lical elements who zided and sbated the alien rulers in thear

efforis against them. Hores retalisted all strocities perpetrated on them
by adopting hard hitling guerrilta tsctics from their hide-outs in Mukhi
Bels and other places as elusive enemy of the Britsh, On June 1, 1942
Martial Law was proclaimed 25 in the Esstern disisieis of Sindh -
Sukkar, Khnirpuar, Mewabshah and Sanghar covering an arca of thirly
thousand square mides. [t was crime to be out of doors at night. o possess
_ﬂ'l axe, to have l!mfﬂd[:ﬂﬂ't HIHI'I" whersabowls amil mot Lo feveal
W and many other similar offences for which the minimuam penalty was
death. Night Lrains were suspesded. An ares of ien miles’ rlivs on both
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siches of (he mibwy trcks throughoul Sindh wis doclanad prohihived
area,

Major Generul R. Richardson, O, ws appoénted as Lhe Chict
Administrator [or the Upper Sindh 26 Ho alanicd mn indiscrismnate
drive in mound wp cach and every Hurr wha was 1o sennd trinl belore the
Military Court, Thus msany Hurr jepdors were exgpaiod, They in reurm
resoried bosabotage snd guerrilla warlure. Despile bopy panishments
nnd desth senlences they went 1o the gnllows one after anaiher, cheee-
[ully singing thwe praises of Pir Pagaro. 17

The Hurrs peoved their scocplance al (he Covernesend’s chalien-
ges. by beeaching U migntim canpls around Senghar. culling ihe
telephone wires and huming the oil s 1

To chock these sahoicars, the military lorria corying soldiers
arrived i Senghar. They sent partks o ain villages of Hurr conoenlra-

yon aed sed them oa Gre, Finishod with these villgges Guneral
Richardsan ordened a1l le-abiding peaple 1o feave the anem castward
of Mars witkin & week. The Britsh even dropped bombe [rom b
pir-crafl. This made the Husrs more reanhved than bolore and did B4
give wp, retaliated the attacks and air rids by firing from Lhesr hideouts.
The British pot heing coaieat wilh bombing went 10 1he extaind of seiling
gmall hmless on firc.

The British set in malsan theo pirvakry coplingems and arlillery
regimenis 0 put down ik upriing agninst tkom. They used i Adir
Force and made sir atacks on Pir-Jo-Gosh, which was completaly
destroyed and all the Hure settlemenis weee levelled Lo th ground by

These sirocities could nod pet away spirit of (recdom out of Hurrs.
They were still keping 2 vigilang eve an the activitses of the British, Pir
Pagaro Syed Sibghatallah Shah-11 was brought 10 Face trinl before o
specially coestitated tnbunsl in the central jail boe 'Rebellion agamst
the Crown’”. The case against him opened on 20 Jasuary 194530 2nd
wilhim ew weeks in March (he Pie was put o death.

As is evident from the siruggle of Paghro Pirs and thesr Husr
foliowers aguinst Sikis and later the Britsh, that Huerr BMovenent was
Frﬂm}n—gﬂﬂiﬂul movement started with the objest of overthrowing the
infictel rule and reviving Muslim power in Seuth Assa. The Movement
was, in ihe beginning, & part of the Jiksd movement of Syed Abmsd
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Shabood mnd the Huro fught against Sichs shoulder fo shoubles with
Sy ARmid aml his Mujahideen o ike Horh Westom ancas of the
Subcomiiment. Hemver, the Jihad mwement filed, due fo various
neasssns, 1 sehieve fis objutioes. And mostol te Mugahideen inchuding
their headers Syed Ahmad snd Shih binall Shabosd, foll martyrsand the
mawemend med asad eml. : 3

Apparently the Jihn Movement cime lan ced in 1R31 but in
realisy @ continged inoone way ar ke ather ImSICe PEars under the
heaudnhip of the Licin in cooperation with the political partics like
Al Trdia Mational Cangress, All Indiz Muslin League. Khilafal Muns-
ment, Jnmiat-al-Uema-c Hind, Majlis-i-lsim and Khaloar MovemenL
It migghvt bez of some interest b note bere that the Husr Movement had
adifTerent position as compared 10 sech olber movements specially the
Jihog mowemend of Syed Ahsied Shoheed. The major dilTerence Wit
hat this morcment was stencd by the Pagana Pirs and the: farce mainly
eonsisted of the Hurrs. :

Thesale purpreeal the Harr Movement boing the frocdom of their
coumry Erom Lthe British, she Husrs never reconeiled Lhemschoes with
ihe British rude nnd tumed theiractivitios ialo Guesnilln Warfare ugoss)
il imperialists, The Brilish kad umidearly 1940 hekd full coniral of the
subconliment and iried to crush the movesssnt with ihe help of military
fraco.
Thi Britsh resoriing o pressure taclxs not only artested and
execuied Pagare Pirs and thess Hure lolloers bug also hombesd ond set
an lire the Hurr sedulemenis, They proclnieed Marinl Las and enncied
Huer Act im aeder o cresh their movement bul all in vain s the Harrs
il o fear death far the couse ol frecdom apd they continued their
movemenl gpained he British sntil 15e emergencse of political parises
on the scene. Retoindng ibeir religious identity, thoy cooperated with
the: nitipnnl as well as prvancial political pariics aod thus the siruggle
fior independence rmsumed nationnl character. Turned inko o Mational
Meveemszni they condributed o fol pressing the Brigish so grant frecdom
1o the Subcandinent in 1947,

Hurr wnder dbe puddenee of the Pagoey Pirs have throughout
Pakistun's history coopessicd with Uhe Gosernments of Pakision, when-
ever the suthoritics could wie them oo snfeguard petional intenesis.
Duering the worsal 1948, aesd 1965 they fought shoubder tosheulder with
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the Pakistan Army against the Indian Forces and proved their character

and spinit of freedom.
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