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CHANGING ROLE OF WOMAN IN MUSLIM SOCIETY:
PORTHAVAL IN URDL LITERATURE 1869 - 1984

By
Fateh Mohammad Malik

Benazir Bhutto wld ber closess palitical comrades in exile in the
year 1986

* am thinking of poing home'. They looked &t me expectantly, not

sure what 1 had in mind, | will probebly land in Lahore or Peshawar, 1
continued Their faces Tit up. ‘Home' did not mean W-Clifton, Home
meant the lengih sl breadih of Pakistan”. '

This resalve of a young woman to spearhesd & fearless siragple

agninst the ruthiess military dictatorship in Pakistan reminds me af
Asghari, the heroine of Nazir Ahmed's {1830-1912) as well a5 Urdu's
first novel Afinat wi-Ars {the mirror of the bride). What a revolutionary
transformation of the role of women in Muslim socety and what a
radical change in the connotation of the word honse in & shorl span of
hupdred twenty vears? Firss publishied in 1859, the novel portrays ihe
ideal Muskim woman i the persen of Asghari. Home, for Asghari
signifies the world within the foer walls of ber hushand's bouse, With
an wttery utilitarian outiook she teaches ber hushand a blirnd swhser-
vience 10 the establishment 50 that he could climb up the lsdder of
personal advancement with record spesd. © As opposed to the il
centered Asghori, Benszir Bhutto disclosed fo the susging sea of
humanity in Ighal Park, Lahore that:

*Some prople advised me 10 Jeave politics. They warned me that 1
coubd meet the fate of my father and brother. Some said the Pakistan
political arens was Bot for womsn. My afswer (o all af them was that |
have willingly taken the path of thoms and sepped inio the wafley of
death®™

Today the role of Muslim woman = not limited ko the efficient and
profitable management of the bouschold. Now ghe aspires 1o bead
palitical and cullural movements aiming at the revolutionary (ransfor-
mation of the whole saciety. Her eourtyard has been expanded inlo the
arens of aational and international politics. This wideaing of horizon
and broadening of outlock could oaly be made possible by the move-
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=yl ol educatkan end nefiorm of waman inigisted in the second hall of
the nincizenth Lentury,

The movement for woman's educabios wis g5 integred por of an
evurall process of nepeneration of Mol wciety inféaied by o group
of inteliccizaly and creative wiiten. cemtred round Sir Syed Ahmed
Khan {18]7-1898}, founder of Aligach Muslim Usiversity. Although Sar
Syed's vica on WOmas wee o progressive ai compired 10 some ol
his younger caniempeearics, ho did point ost that Lhe Estitution of
purdah {seclusion) is respomsible [or woman's illiteracy and heckward-
ness. " Inspite of the realisstion (hat woman's education was essessinl
b3 his mewscment of revival and relom of Muslim socizy, be regorded
Femabe cdad inn on weenn lines as premadure. He argeed thit Muslim
WOHTKED musi wall wnlil ol fcest one generation af Muslim mea hed
Ecrdermized ihemsshes through western educovian. * Bust his younger
eampanicns panctically ignored chis arpamesi,

Wazir Ahmod was the (st w0 cary Lhe mewsape of moders educa-
Vioa and social reform Lo waman in s series of didactic novels, Foar af
Nazir Ahmed's sewen novels deal with che prodlesss of women rasging
Eram denisl of edusalive to palypamy and peoldbition of widows
remarry. la the sk of CM. Baim:

Tan migns eoncems inpire most of Mieir Ahmed's lictian: the
upkft of thanf wamn and the propes upbringing of shanf children,
Togetkes they fomm the foundation of wht i critically Emportand for
him: the [amily. Far him, the enrichment and Fulfilmen of the lives of
imdividusls can lake place anly within the contest of & femily, within
which each memher Bas his o hor shere of respanaibilitics, thai sbare
determining the Individusls wonh. The uplill of an cntire soicey,
scearding tohim, can come shaul oady if il cansilfuent smembon - the
individual families - are brought to & state of enlighienment”.

Thevery Cirst nove] of Mazir Abssed, Mir'ad ol Arus potiremendaus
propralasidy. It had innumeratie imilatom. Mirst, e sioey of two sisen,
ane good and the peher bad, was primarily weitien for the instruction of
the: authar's own daughiers, and ke published for the wider clede af
meaders. Nazr Ahmed wrilss in the forewond:

“Although there is na female education in this coeniey, yet ladies
& well-bii-tha familiss in blg elissd ean read the Qur'sa im translnion. [n
acourdance with the [amily raditian, sy dasghters alse resd the tes of
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the Qur'sn with i trassbation. 1 then began to book fur 3 book which
should inculcuty marslity asd reline (o minds of women. Lsearchad the

whale lirary, but found nisuch boak. 13w then thit §ikaught of the
plod of this book”. ;

The paod nabgred, seect lempered and prapesly edwealed Asghari
i o the 106G in (b eocemyord and (b klichen of her io-less with
her rational approsch and practical hent of misd. Mazir Ahmed e=-
bodied ks vision of the keal Muslim women |n the persan of Asghari,
i paragan of virtwe. Nazir Almod's boloved Asghar provided mansy
peneratians of middle cless Musim women =ith an ideal robe model.
Among theess vehi were snapired by this work was the [amaus poct and
critic, Altal Hisain Hali {1837.1914), who produced an unsaceessful
work of ficiion enthled Mojols-un-Nirs (Assemblcs of Women), i@
IETd. Theme & the same bul the incatmeént i less antistic. Perhops Hadi
hdmescll had replised his drawhacks as a ficlion wriler gnd sooa aban-
domed it in favstwr of pootny.

Hali was the (it in the history of Urde postey 10 present renlisbic
imnpes of o salfering womsen, Ha pocms, Munajiel-i-Fews {widows
prager] and Chup & Dod (homage o the silens), considered 1o be his
masterpicees by sone of the eminest critios, direcied Unla posiey inle
#new chanpel In commenplace imagesy snd vigoross diction Haoli sings
in praise of the vaieskes:

Of modbers, sisters, and doughsers|

The Boraur of the workl

oz [rom you,

Counirks' populations

And the greatness of ratioss,

oome [ram yau

Alas! The world repays

your virtue hy appression.

Dieprived af rights, in trath,

you enthane undodd i msgressan.

Cilien men were ready

For your assassinslion.

Yo were scratched, by strake of pen,

Fram the page of imagination.
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Farr yumaey you were burried
Al i ik .

¥ou hod ma defesdor
Chir tham Jod

In ikss vale ol sorrows,

Farr all your have: hiod to T,

¥ou should be nemombenid

‘The pride of ike human race,

These whi are hand-hesmad,

A b wosgld §eg pau burn,

Their eruely B world femom

Bt where are pou i turn?

ou doa't esen goi resssuraned

your loved pnes,

Whether they be hushamds.

O [athons, brotkers, poe=.

Ewen howho shares vour home,

Whase allectians pow hanvg wii,

He Lo weitkalds s Lnasx,

Oh, uslofvanse anel

In adendier and pethcuic sone, Hall pives & call of revels against and

resistanes i those w o deny wossan's ripht 10 educstion:

That time Bas pong fopover

‘Whien you lound ne comredes anywhere!
Whaen the hervens locked the olber way,
And even B earll weis bana.

Wihen &l ke learned docices

Trembled in the [ear,

L;:u uan you fall the shodow

somewhers,

.-’.num bang, ik time is here

For ciininéng pour birthnght.
Jumstice, veded, bis shian hersell
Flecingly, im the Bght.

Bui thovagh obsincles remain

Facing your assistanii.
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Thore i B0 stlalion bl must
Croroome resislase,

O, strength of the helpkas)
Ot the voiccless, speechl
The atveptuee of edecalian
Is mow withis yoar reah,

These extracis sre inken from transiation of the pocm by Gad
Misault. T Chup ki Dud first appesred in Shakh Abdullah’s relarmist
Urdu magnzine, Kheioua [Waoman) in 1905, The Shaikh togethar with
his wific founded Aliparh girls” school in £906 in the o of mounting
apposition. Eight yearsago the [imi Urdu newspaper for waren, Tehzib
un-Mimwan (Feminine Cullone) hod stready boen lnunchod by Syed
Mumeaz Ali (1860-1935) at Lahore, The successlul espousal of 1he
cawse of woman's education anid relarm by creative writers like Moxic
Ahmed and Hali inspired mony on sctivist amang Aligorh's it geners-
tion. The late nincicenth and early twenlicih cenfury witnessed mush-
rocim growith of reading material for the secluded woman, whom [Gudal
walucs of o vanished ape could not alkw 10 leave the home 1o siieed
schoal, Gail Minaolt i right @0 her obsention that:

“This was not & sovement Tor woman's libscration, sl radber
reform of a patriarchal son, Mueslim men, sceking 10 harmonizs the
private and public dimessioes of their exslesce, Blosoughs 1o impose
on wamen [heie definition af what it mesnt o be o Muslio 1t is
sigrilicant thai Lhis movemend in oo way emvissged the remosal of that
otber baundary, purdab. For the men, (¢ desing (o educols woman was
connecied 10 e desire 10 bridge gap belween thewr osn public and
private lives, to hie women who were beller companions 10 Lheir
huskands, mare enlighlensd mathers lo thes childres, moce compe lzng
homemakers, and mone devout Muslims®, '

Im spite of allils shorbeomings (ke relormiss ideal of Nazgr Ahmed
and Hali i more radical than that of the reformist eechings of the
refigious schodars mssocinbed with the theclogicel seminsry at Deohasd,
As opposed o Aligorh movemeal, the Decbhand movemend "leaked
back, not Wesl," The Depbands refosmers “aw themscles in oo wig
accommodating rulers”. ¥ The Deohandi movement was politically
progresdive bt socizlly conservative. The snti-imperialism of the
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Decobapsdies wis in sharp com el with the Aliganan's policy of loyalises
& British Crorsre. That was hug neteral Bul unloriunately they coald
o dilfercrliote between Britih imperislsm and Western humsanism
Tmtefhectually they were still living in the Mididke Ages. The breakeay
fromn the Middke Ages, which foand its first cxpression in 1he Aligash
refirm movemenst posod o sorioos thread 1o fewdal values and madievnl
sacial maocma. Centrsl 4o the Deobandi reformist caching was. the
comeern 1o check the ouliaral trenslormation laking pisec under the
influcnce of the new ideas emanating from Aligarh reformsist icachings
Lapether with mew forees set in mistiom by owr condnel with the Wess,
Mo wordor thes thal the Desbandi sefoemers were anguished ai the
populanity af Mir Ahmed's sovek as well s at the spread ol lemale
education, The best refleciion of the Deobandi attibsdes owands
woman i evailable in Bibiskill Fower [Jewellery ol Paradise), by
Maulana Ashraf AK Thanwi (1884-1943). First published in 1905, the
book & an encyelopredic collestion of ower oo thousard peges of dos
and doeis foe Mamlim womzn,

Thanwi's syflebas for women exchades all sociad seicnces. He warns
porents abaut the inherent dungers of the an of writing for ibeir
daughters. He s sgainst even ihe all female schoals, Strengly condemn-
ing the Lst spreading femalk liverature he imbuides the nuvels of Nazic
Ahmed among the Fet ol hansdl® books for woman, '® Professar Kaim
epeculates that Magir Ahmed's 'Fl:lrl.ﬁ.g.'lld'highl{l capable aned dynamic
womnan, who tower over (he men arcand thesr ™ might be ane of the
reasons fof chlegoraang these povely 3s ‘harmiul’,

Bus in spite of the best effons of ihe conservative feformens the
break with medievnlism was Gnal apd freveeshle. The message of Mazir
Ahmed and Hali caught the smagination of gencration afier geseration
af Mislim womea, The croatve writes folkewed Aligarh relorm mave-
mend in befber pnd spdrit sill the early shintics. Only one auihos, Rashid.
ul-Ehairi {18M-1934) wrole some seven docen books, mostly novels and
mmancesdepicting thessd plight of the sulfering woman. Khairl stasted
his lierary carcer as o feminist and sustaimed this role throughour:

“The centre of the picture in o Rashid-ul-Khairi siory is wsually
Eiven Lo a woman. He wishes 10 hring hose 10 us the wniold sufleeings
of women in & sosial order in which nsan i all in all and women have 1o
sustain & subservicat nale. However crocl and unjust the busband may
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be, his women hug the wifely ideal implanied in their hoarts and return
cruely with dewnlian ssd constansy™

Rashid-ul-Khairl passes gway in the pess 1536 and the same year
provei] o B the purning gainl i Urdu livealare. Progressive Wriben
Assaciation was [ormed in this very year and ihe progresidve writen
zansBarmed the refoemist altivade of their predecessors into # revola.
linasy ane, Uptill peaw the siricily guarded women, mu.liﬂn_d inso the
wvcidicvl cage of preadah, with their down cost epes and submissive ways
remained 1 be Uhe ideal of even our s -ﬂm'l‘hqn:rnmuad
4 peetsay her i sleseatyped roles ws mochers, daughlers and siter.
One wonilers how pus ereathve writer could close theis eyes on the real
il situstione, B A, who hed become 8 [epend in her §ife me, was
addressing all-male pedtical gatherings since 1917, In 1521, while ad:
dressing & mass meting s Lahoee, she [ifeed Bt weesil fior e ficst time.
Khawar Mumtez and Fasida Shabeed's observation on the significance
of this Bistoeic act is imighthal

*Bi Amma's &t i important for o ressans. Finstly, the act iself
it importast as & symbol of Muskm women remonving the veil which had
ronfined hem lor cenbaries, to enter inga Lthe policicnl realty of e
timex. Bul seeondly, nnd perhaps mone impostantly, the ciroemestances
2o ressons fof didng s ape notewarihy. Bi Amma was o completely
indipenous product, When she cast aside the veil she did not, e Hoda
Sha arawy in Egypt, just returned from 8 womsan's conferesce is Rome.
poe had she cast made the vell as o symbol of women's mancipetion.
Bi Amma removed hor veil simply because she foumd il bothesomes in
her cwn wirk, wiich was politieal in natere and not feminist, The f=ct
that she wis poi ssking for her rights a8 womas, hut was speaking in lisy
of e sain Erom a placioam i hat wes dessamding jenice for all Muslims®. ™

It is iromic 1o node thel exactly at the time when in the realm of
neality, Meshim soman hed sssumed the rele of leademhip in anti-im-
perialist political sirugghe, in the workd of lileratsne she wis being
prescnied in the comentional key roles designed by man s be the pivot
of the family, The same ape okl critens of passieity, slence amd
ohodicses o the ileal of femele besoty were reigning supreme. Mualim
woman wisstill chained inthe fevers of feudal customs and eosveptions
nol sanclioresd by Bdam Updu lilerebare hod to wait for meare than a
decade is prder b hear the ery ol revol agiinst domestic tyrasiry, 10 was
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Rashisd Jaban (1908-195%) b turned the docile, homely herane of
Rashid.ul-Khairi imio the defiant sed apgressiva Malila Begum in her
shartalory, Dilli kf Sair {Delhi Escursion ). A gyeecobogist by peofessson.
Bashid Juhan wns a doughter of Shaikk Abdulluh whir had [ounded ':I'I.':
st acheal o girks in L906 which wies eventually associated with Sir
Syed's Muhammados iental College. Sha contribuled tha
staryio Angase | Burning Coals) ' a coliertion ol shon storks by Sajjad
Zaheer, Ahmed A Mahmudsarzafsr and Rashid Jehan, published and
nrasemiad in 1931

Rashiid Juhn suthared two colicesioas of short storics entited
Aurar Aur Digar Afsane {Woman and Other Siories) and So To-r-foe-
witkt {Flaging Flimes) bt she hus inOuenced the cowrss of modern
Urdy Eersture mare by ber dynamic rele in the oogs ond growih al
i progresshe Weiter Mowemenl than by her coeslive ouipul. A
woman af formiduble brillisnce and chenm, she bocams & sounce af
inspiratin, & A moders Maslim creative woman, for bor youngor
canempesarics including lsmut Cheughtai, Gurratual Ain Hasder and
Khadiga Mastur. These are (he mosi promincel fielan srilcrs who,
atongwiih a host of others, [olosed Dr, Rashid Jshan with devalica
acd created a new warkl of fominice consciaussess in our fadical
litcgnrure. Their stneies created o realization that the veil and seclusion
muans the demisl of econemic dimersaon of woman: coonomic depend-
ence s the maincouseal their subjugatian: the custams s copvesliom.
al vhi socicty, do pol neecsanily relloit the truc spirit of Idam and wich
education and ecoaomic independence lh.::,l am Bicak Lheir eBains and
claim their slabas a8 enjoincd on them by slam. Thes the womas come
o of her seckaded, custam ridden wod|d and sarled ieaching ingschools,
workang in hospitaks and pheading in the couns of lew, The advent of
Uhe career women besame quite a serror dusing mid thintics ased corly
forties and conservalive wrilers,

[l callod upin Lo point auk the eroar of ber wary. "['h.::,l Lol her
that independent wamnn absms came 1o griel; thy webe revished, had
illegitimale childsen, were seduced by clerks and docters. snd schoal:
ez hers with wivaim Choy cise 1 contacl, wens thunned ond deaplaed
by sexicty. They put bushends and fachers s shame for liwizg om the
cArMangs off IBscir wives and daughiom. They warnl parcnts ihal i ke
schoals and colleges, their daughters woukl learm nolking but kave-
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making anil wihd cod up as unmarried miothers. Beery oiher stary
writtgn during chis perkod is ab puolns o shuowe hosw the :-rj_'-:rul wirl aned ez
iescher succumib w somplativg, have § pasicedle affair sod come b &
paifial enaf”, ! gk :

But the resthess, oetspoken and unleshing girl in progressive

fiterasiure remained undeternad Witk adeterminnlion mighticr i (ke
mouniairs she confineed 10 march oo ke moad B econvenic inde-
pendener, n an ape of ecanomiy stress end sirain. Chir pest enoounter
with her s in S o (Howling Wikdemess), a long shest-story by
Ahacd Muclin Dl (1 1916) st pubizhaalin 195

Akt Wit Casimi is famaus for his siorics and poems in neral
sciling. M starios yickf Enscimaking rsighis inio thy sullenng and pain
of the rural woman But San'nata is the story of o middlo class urban
family. Balsum the mein charncter af the siory, & poung gard with an
nistc tempersment and Bgerany bent of mind, She i foroed by 6
rumstances i reject the socially-prescribed role of woman as o com-
madily evesiually owned by her bsband o raise a Family anid sdopes,
inslead, the pele ol the salg Bread winner for her widowed mother and
thrie ssienc She eams ke e of Mard Bad (dusghier wilth the
altributes of 4 soa) The mother i alse presented in a different robe
The craditicmal mode of o mother i 1o fiad @ sullable maich for Ber
duughier s sooa as possible and marry bed off at on early ape. But here
thie a1 B repsrts every proposl for Kalsum's marrsige, 08 0ne prelex
or the ather, in (ke fear thed she might also flkmee hir elder brother io
desert the fumily afles marriege. Whils Kalsum makes the secrifice of
her persomal smbitions for the sake of her Bemdly, the hernine in Khadija
Mesgoor s aovels does the seme far the grealer gmd-nh larger Camily:
the sufTering humasiy.

Khadija Mastoor (1927-B2) & knowa for her wamisiakably Girm
cammitment 10 progressive ideals. She has depicted, in'her shart siories
and mervels, 1B soginlpolitis] and moral decay tnking place in Muskm
sockety through show transformmationof Uhe petlemns of behwviour of Lhe
members of the miklle class fumilics. 1t B worthwhile o node that in
both of bor povels, Adegan {courtyard) snd Zameeen (The Earth), the
male cheraciers are cilber busy In o feversd mi e 1o make mooey
thraugh permits, licvnoes and slolmests of (sctaries, shops ond lands
Of B cag e poser, By Foul mepes Chily Aaliya ssd Sajuda, tke homines
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of Aanjpan and Zaweedn, espictively, are ithe ones who resat (RS sempia-
tions in an smogbere of uler corrupticn and remain failkful 10 ther
idcab and dreams, [a the siarkly disgusting pictane of 152 stase ol our
wociety that Khadijs bas painted, only the Beroing shoes honesty of
purpase, coamnge af cooviclion and istegrity of characisr

Zamern, | o exten], i an exbension ol Aangai. The former starts
o where e laiter had ended, Sajitls, central characier of the novel
i Aaliva of Aangan reborn. Ad e wheent of Pakisian she magraes o
Lahues alongeith hor Eather who s 0 the refupees samp. Caught im
the whirlpool of the events beyand her sontrol, Sajids has w ve in 2
family which & in & siate of moral decsy. The futher & en aleaholic,
maintining an illicit relationsbip with his spter-in-dw, rekiding in |f|1'!
same bouse, The ekdest son Kaom, ascil-sccking buncaucral Lakes F"'-'J_“'
s the opeen declaratioe: "1 heve no conssienee and oo scruples.” This
stuiemenit applioe Lo owenpone in e lamily except, Nogim, Use youngor
braher of Kazim, who mesgned [rom Bs hursaucrli: assignment m
disgest wred Lake up 3 eaching sareer, Sajide masries Mavim becouse of
s ot ment b0 huild & peopresies and egalitamian order in Fakisian
As m result of his esolement in radical polities Mazm @ arrcsied, He
oomes oeal of e jail a5 @ brolen man, both phosically ased spiciiusdiy.
He is reduced to the position of jusl an smcsair revalubionary begauss
of his asarancass 1o Lhe sstharkies dufing b eanfinement im Phe lOmure
ool Hi doed ol wirk while Sajda @ S0ing & job 1o seppact the Tamily,
Muzim's political compromise with the sisblndmeonl is sickening fo
Sajida. "What i the wse of discusaing polities inthe Drawing Boom®, she
%Nﬁmﬂhﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂ-%ﬁhim ga out om the street and
rovme e people” T | This is cne af Use most pertinent questions ever
raised i Pakistan,

I+ is sigmaficant o mote (8al this question hus been raised by wosan,
not &3 & woman bet ks person with o d=ep and ahiding pofitical
commitment. Zameen is &0 hanes! and tnsthfol postrayal of ke realivies
of Pakistani life. The novel was pabiished pesthumanusly in 1953, Tha
mlMﬁuﬂhEnﬁ:Mlnﬂm“mmTﬂlw
chalienger to General Za-ol-Heg. Threatened by Benazie's popularity
in the mussss ihe military dictalos made seversl avemps 1@ limi
wnmen's participacian in the pofitica] field by mestricting their right 1o
mﬂmﬂhdﬂhuLH:muHuwmmmmm.
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mendntions of Arsari Commission oe ike s of povermment but he
did succeed in imposing & seres of other lws, Including ihe Hudood
Credinanoe 0 redoce woman's @olus inome sty A coollban of
women's graps continues 10 fiul Wp o strong resiilance against these
laws. ¥ Some of our wrilors such as Hajire Mugroor (b 1929) and
Kiskranr Maheead (1, 19405 bave emerped as frantline ghsers lor kuman
righas, Hajirs Masroor and Kistwar Nabeed did nod contest ihessches
with just writing a story like Mo Na'rd [Mew Slogan] or compasing &
pocm like: & e woh Aurar W T (1 3 ol thal Woman) bul came cul
of their studies 10 kesd demonstrations agaisst the imposition of ihese
laraa.

e of the most significant [acts shost Urds poctry of the current
decade is that woman writers nre dessinating the licrary scene, Kishwar
Maheed [t 1940}, Fehmiits Riaz (b, 1946) & Purvcen Shakir (b 1952)
are somc i Mo asscrlivg angry and anguishod ergalfve wrilcrs, Thess
gilted posis ond kuman rights activiss g constious of the fact that
Mizlim idesl of wosmenhood remains hlurred, misurderstosd and ou-
al-reach because of the provalent iribal codes and feudad iroditions.
Eihwar asscris:

“With referenee 10 lxbam, 50 many [alse coneepis came bo be relaved
tey wermam ondy hecause wormen were ignorant, They kadn'l studied the
Quran. They couldn’l challenge the Eierpretations that wenl against
ibem They accepied e hand-me-down verison of lslam by the muulbvis,
i r-:q.uiru.nm:.tﬂ:d:ﬁ'l:ﬂ'u 1o comte ot of & stale of ignoeanes, 1o silt
facts from [etion. It & oaly theough spresdeng ganreness that we can
bring 8 chonge in women's condaions”, :

TPoweL lrams|ior and cssayist, Kishwar Nahaod i engaged in spresd-
ing this awareness, in a most uninhibited manner, since the pesL e
decades. She has pubiished so Far [ve wolumes of puetry, 4 handbook
ol women's conditions in Pukistan enlitled, Aurar: Kb Aur Kok Kzy
Darraayad | Womar; Betseen Dream and Chast} and o tronskation it
Urdu of Simone de Beauwslr's monwments] woek, the Secosd Sex. She
{8 the most outstanding example of thi dnwemparary femining sen:

sibdlity in modern Urdu poetry. This new wive springs [ram an aware-
mess thar the struggle for emancipation of women i as integral part al
the crusaie i lberale the whiks soccty from politcal, social and moral
exploitation. Breaking st the muole-female syndrome, Kishwar Noheed
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Ciragsrdy

spoaiis a8 8 husman boing;
My voice s the vales of my cily.
My voles i the voice of my age.
My voice will influeree penerotions.
Winet do yow thimk il i,
1Akl you call my walce 8 clamour?
Hire cam o call my woice
the wice ol mudnes)
Hiww ean vau thirk
ke comming storm & sere ilfasion!
[am no propéss,
1 oaly see Ledoy with open eyes.
Your barbaric acls
dilfused like ke stink of money,
yiau recline in Lhe beck seal
o your limousing
8o 1hat Uhe harsh sunlighs of povertly
weill ol dostroy the susgical croalion
that is your face,
Mow you can rememster gach specch
by ils sumber:
Speech number 10, To arouse the pood
Speech namber 15, To create consciosness amongst women
Speech number 27, To advise the wriless and indelicciunls
Vaoipes, voices, wipes
Whal & a clamour?
A crescend of sanflicling soursds,
or waves of uneosnecied speeches?
Seomes rofling derem ibe hillsade
Thirow a sione s desert
and it ginks nodslessly in Che sand.
But my volce Is not & stome,
i is Bghtening;
after its Mash everyone can hear the thunder.
PBulling youar hards bo ywar ears
will not stap e slofm.
Why shoald thase who resd aboul the wenther



Cirasarpoty

and makir spooches
came 1o seo the Bowing gutters inthe slleys?
Sorwing 4 livle sced of nevalutian

in ils sceson

will nat creace a forest of revolalion

Yo can buy red colous cheaply

but scarves stained wilk the red of hlood

are not &0 esily Boughl

IF ] am sare of sl this,

whiy amen’s youT

I spzak the insmh.

lam no praphet,

1 only 3o ipday with open eycs.

That & all.

{Spcech Kumber Twenty Seven Transluied by Mahmood Jamal)

Nod fo speak of composing » poom or writing 8 novel, Maulans

Ashraf Al Thanawi had prohibfed MisSm soman lo cven rend 8 plece
of literaiure. Many of the uncompromisingly canscrvathe Llama saill
adhere o i8¢ Weals of Bhishi Zewer, published ol the twen of this
century, I is sgainst (kds bockground thet Kishwar and her fellos

uie being identilied as rebels and 1he roe of woman 2s heod

of an Tstamic sLaic ks being dispuscd.
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