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ABSTRACT

The European Union (EU) is history's most advanced illustration of
regional integration. However, it is still facing many economic, political and
security challenges that pose considerable problems for the future of the union.
These challenges include differences over some policies among the member
countries like the Eurozone and Schengen Area, Russia's war on Ukraine,
terrorism, tribalism, the rise of the anti-EU Political Parties in different member
countries, demographic change, tribalism, migration and refugee issues, the rise
of global protectionism and technical competition with China and the United
States. Moreover, the cultural diversity in the region has also a significant and
lasting impact on the future of the European Union. This research analyses the
obstacles and challenges that threaten the future of the European Union while
evaluating multiple aspects of the political, economic, security and cultural.
Understanding patterns of anticipated costs and benefits is crucial when thinking
about the future of the European Union. It is possible to build a greater Europe
with robust EU management, progressive leadership, and a stronger European
Parliament than the national parliaments.
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INTRODUCTION

The European Union has done an outstanding job of bringing
democracy,  prosperity, economic  stability and peace to
the continent.EU is a unique form of collaboration between sovereign
nations, characterized by its political and economic relationship. It is


mailto:asmarasool950@gmail.com
mailto:amink2383@gmail.com
mailto:Hashmat.kpk@gmail.com

Grassroots Vol.57, No.l, 2023:115-132

the most recent phase of a post-World War 1l European integration
project that was started by six Western European nations to foster
economic recovery and peace. Its creators believed that integrating
Europe would promote interdependence and eliminate the possibility
of another conflict in the region by combining sovereignty in certain
areas (Archick, 2018). After decades of ideological division and
bloodshed, a continent is now peacefully and freely unified. Several
legally binding accords have helped to construct the EU. Member
nations have worked to develop unified strategies and harmonize
legislation on the underlying problems throughout time. Europeans
should be soberly pleased with this tremendous accomplishment,
demonstrating that their unique policy orientation is well-founded.
Most of the time since the journey started, the general public and
significant interest groups have supported European integration. There
have undoubtedly been moments of increased and decreased fervour,
as well as more and less hopeful nations and factions within those
nations that lean more towards or away from Europe. Similarly,
national governments and organizations within nations must be able
and prepared to make more concessions on various policy problems if
the EU is to survive (Frieden, 2015).

The European integration effort has been compared by several
European officials and commentators to a bicycle, which has to keep
moving ahead to avoid tipping over. Nevertheless, the European Union
is now dealing with several external and internal problems, as well as
various economic and political stresses that have sparked concerns
about the EU's future. These pressures include the rise of influential
populist, anti-establishment political groups in several EU member
states. While numerous experts insist that the European Union will
keep pedaling forward, others express concern that the European
bicycle seems unsteady.

Aspects of the current situation in European integration and its
future are evaluated in this paper. It centres on the interests of the
countries and their people, based on the idea that any progress that can
be achieved must start with domestic affairs and politics related to
European concerns. The focus is on broad perceptions of the procedure
regarding economic and political integration, including faith in EU
institutions, and how the crisis has affected these perceptions. The
most probable course for the EU in its coming years is gradual but
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steady integration-related advancement, hampered by the region's
cultural variety, political priorities and financial problems. Developing
a more politically, economically and culturally integrated Europe is
contingent upon robust EU governance and forward-thinking
leadership, which still need to be present to some extent. This study is
supposed to analyze these issues and challenges critically.

CHALLENGES OF INTEGRATION

The course of European integration is undergoing qualitative
shifts that will impact how the collective security and defence
framework is formulated (Guseinov, 2023). Many visionaries and
thinkers, like Saint Simon, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Victor Hugo,
Emanuel Kant, and Koundehov Kalergi, were inspired by human
aspirations and dreamed of a unified Europe (Mark, 2003). Almost the
course of its nearly five decades of existence, the European integration
effort has accomplished previously unthinkable things. Political
unification went slower than the founding fathers had hoped, but the
process provided real benefits. Although there have been many
observable improvements, the true condition of EU integration could
be better. Even expecting a development without discussions and
disputes among member countries with different priorities would be
impossible. However, the disagreements have gotten to a stage where
they jeopardize the integration process's ability to work smoothly. Not
those who recently joined, but France, the Netherlands, and Ireland—
two founding members and a third having been a member for more
than forty years—have dealt the integration process its worst blows
since 2005 (Tamas, 2009). The issues originate from the member
countries’ conflicting interests and the organizational and decision-
making framework of the EU's inability to address these issues
effectively. The EU's capability to respond quickly and effectively is
thus directly impacted by this ineffectiveness, which restricts or
jeopardizes the long-term viability of the integration process'
accomplishments.

After Brexit, disintegration emerged as one of the serious
challenges to the EU. Most people believe that Brexit might be the
first step towards the disintegration of the EU (Nuti, 2023). By a
margin of 52% to 48%, British people supported leaving the EU in a
public referendum held in June 2016. The remaining 27 EU members
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seem dedicated to maintaining the EU despite Brexit. Further
integration, even adding more members to the EU, is required to carry
strong financial development and safeguard security. The idea that the
European Union can increase its economic and political influence via
integration has consistently been held. The general public in Europe
has always supported the European Union, with many people
appreciating their freedom to live, work, and travel freely around the
continent. However, conflicts have always persisted within the
European Union among the member countries that want to maintain
the union's more inter-governmental structure to protect their national
sovereignty better and those who want to integrate more to create an
ever-closer union. Consequently, several EU nations have opted out of
the Eurozone and the Schengen zone, among other integration-related
initiatives.

For numerous reasons, primarily guided by national interests and
political concerns, several members of the European Union have opted
out of the Eurozone and the Schengen visa-free area. It is essential to
understand that the choice toremain out of the Eurozone or the
Schengen Area is a question of national sovereignty on individual
bases grounded on their diverse conditions and objectives.

Several European Union member states have decided to abstain
from joining the Eurozone, citing concerns over national economic
sovereignty. These countries believe adopting the euro as their
currency would entail relinquishing a certain degree of authority over
financial policies to the European Central Bank (ECB). Likewise,
certain member nations still need to satisfy the economic prerequisites
for the adoption of the euro as their currency, which include
parameters such as rates of inflation, levels of debt, and foreign
exchange rate stabilization. In several instances, the choice to abstain
from adopting the euro was influenced significantly by a referendum
inside the country for decision-making. For Example, Sweden held a
referendum in 2003 in which most participants preferred to retain the
Swedish krona as the national currency.

The Schengen Area refers to a cooperative arrangement
established among selected member nations of the EU to eliminate
passports and other kinds of control over borders at their common
boundaries. Several nations have chosen not to participate in this
framework.
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RISE OF ANTI-EU POLITICAL PARTIES

Populist, nationalist, and anti-establishment political parties have
witnessed an increase in popularity during the past few decades in
several countries of the EU. These political parties are sometimes
called Eurosceptics since concerns have fueled many of them. These
parties mostly emerged in reaction to the crisis in the Eurozone, budget
cuts, and other economic challenges in the EU. Their opinions on the
EU's future are diverse. Certain parties support EU reforms and a more
flexible EU that maintains more autonomy, but others want the
dissolution of the Eurozone.

Opinion surveys, however, show that most EU residents still
favour the European Union. In a recent study conducted throughout
Europe, 68% of participants said they felt their nation benefited from
membership in the European Union (Archick, 2018). They are
convinced that the EU has delivered remarkable services for
maintaining peace, solidity and prosperity in the member countries. It
strives to further these advantages and is crucial in sustainable
development.

CHALLENGES TO THE ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION

The Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) goal was conceived
as the cornerstone of economic integration. Though the EMU initiative
is a success overall, several issues must be addressed. Due to the
shortcomings in the Single Market's implementation, certain bricks in
the EMU structure must be included. EMU standards are significant,
but they can have the unintended consequence of restricting growth or
at least worsening the recession, particularly given the present
economic crisis and the current status of certain EU member states'
economies. Public deficits raise questions about financial stability,
development, job creation, and the viability of the welfare system,
particularly in Germany, Italy and France, the three largest economies
in the European Union. Postponements in implementing this last
element make matters worse.

The worldwide recession of 2008-2009 had a substantial impact
on EU economies, and the eurozone crisis of debt that followed raised
questions about the basic makeup and sustainability of the EU's main
integration initiative. Many EU nations suffered from slow economic
development and high joblessness for over 10 years. Certain
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governments adopted unpopular cuts to spending throughout the EU to
control public debt and budget deficits. European governments and the
European Union reacted to the eurozone crisis using various policy
tools. Greece, Portugal, Ireland and Cyprus got financial support from
the European Union and the IMF in order to prevent default. Stress
from the eurozone crisis also affected the European Union's banking
sector, failing bankruptcies in several nations and the EU's proposal to
recapitalize Spanish banks (Archick, 2018). The worst blow to
European integration in history remained the Eurozone crisis. Due to a
decade of reckless borrowing and lending, the member nations have
accrued trillions of dollars in debt, leaving them with a challenging
array of internal and international issues, mostly relating to dividing
the cost of economic restructuring. The struggle has continued for
years without any sign of an end, much to the detriment of national
governments and European institutions. Potential Pareto gains have
been abandoned as nations tried to shift as much of the readjustment
load as possible onto their partners and as domestic factions within
nations follow suit (Frieden, 2015). Moreover, the EU's willingness to
use justification techniques in foreign policy is significantly less
developed than in domestic policy, even after examining various
foreign policy practices (Neyer, 2012).

CHALLENGE OF TRIBALISM

The future of the European Union is very vulnerable to cultural
variations. Consider language as a case study. The English language's
hegemony is highly contested in France, where playing an excessive
number of English music on the radio is not allowed. The callous
decisions from Brussels or the unjust treatment of one nation by
another have the potential to inflame the emotions of many individuals
inside the European Union. Arguments over expenditures, financial
problems, refugees, and other issues are more than just frivolous. They
often conceal deep-seated grievances and lengthy, historical
difficulties. Finding a path through will need the formation of a unified
European voice and the moral guidance of a strong EU leader who
may provide assurance and clarity. Divided narratives among member
nations, such as north against south, east vs. west, and lenders vs.
borrowers, have often resulted from the issues confronting Europe.
Varying ideas about identity and community cause the relevance and

120



Grassroots Vol.57, No.l, 2023:115-132

importance of the division between various public groups. If the
European Union has a critical fault line inside its member states rather
than between them, it significantly impacts how people who want to
strengthen the EU should react.

Strong and pervasive public concern over identity matters—
which is increasingly blending with security concerns—will probably
get worse as more terrorist attacks occur in Europe and the proportion
of people who are different from one another in terms of race, culture,
and religion. The general public will continue to respond favourably to
populist-right movements that attempt to expand public worries about
the EU. Furthermore, the age-old issues of class conflict and
redistribution of wealth have shaped European politics in previous
decades. Instead, it is a conflict between those with the education,
training, and mindset necessary to prosper in the increasingly
liberalized economic and social sphere and those without. Both groups
have extremely different opinions regarding the implications of social
change and the allocation of public resources (Kriesi et al., 2006).

DEMOGRAPHIC CHALLENGE

The most significant demographic challenge faced by European
member states is the phenomenon of population ageing. The term
“demographic change” refers to the process by which the age
distribution of a population adapts to changes. The demographic
pyramids of the EU indicate that the first two decades after the end of
World War Il had notably elevated levels of birth rates. Since the
1970s, demography has shown adverse patterns in the region.
Declining dependence ratios result from this tendency, which means
that the proportion of the population in their youth age is steadily
declining while the proportion of older people is rising. According to
projections made by EUROSTAT experts, it is anticipated that the
European Union would see a decline of 48 million individuals between
the age range of 15 to 64 by the year 2050 (Linz and Stula, 2011).
Increased life expectancy rate and fertility are the two main factors of
the ageing process in Europe (Bloom, Canning and Fink, 2019).
Mostly, fertility rates have a significant impact on the age distribution
of a population, resulting in a decline in the proportion of young
individuals in relation to older age groups. The declining birth rates
seen in recent times, along with the rising life expectancy among
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Europeans, have become notable phenomena. If death rates stay low,
the continuous decline in birth rates will further contribute to
population ageing in the EU.

This demographic change has long been a recognized issue in
Europe. However, it has recently become a factor endangering
competitiveness and, consequently, the viability of welfare countries in
Europe due to an absence of adaptation ability that resulted in
comparatively below-average financial growth in the region for several
decades and decreased the working-age population. For sustainable
growth, a growing population is very necessary. To address the issue,
an urgent social policy formulation and greater reconciliation of family
and life work.

CHALLENGE OF REFUGEES

Significant migration and refugee movements have passed
through Europe recently as individuals have fled conflict and
deprivation in Africa, South Asia, Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq and Syria.
It has significantly impacted the member nations of the EU, creating
disagreements over the best course of action, sabotaging initiatives to
encourage coordinated reactions, and raising public fear. Asylum
applicants filed 625,000 cases in 2014 and 430,000 cases in 2013 in
EU countries (Raines, Goodwin, and Cutts, 2017). Similarly, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees reports that over 1
million migrants and refugees crossed the Mediterranean Sea to reach
Europe in 2015, over 363,000 in 2016, over 172,000 in 2017, and over
105,000 in 2018. A surprising number of refugees were welcomed by
certain EU countries, such as Germany, Sweden, Italy and Austria;
nevertheless, other countries in Central and Eastern Europe publicly
opposed this policy. Concerns about potential security risks resulted in
public unease regarding the refugee problem and its financial and
humanitarian consequences (Poushter, 2016). Most EU measures to
manage the problem failed during the peak of the refugee and migrant
surges in recent years. The waves of migrants and those seeking
asylum continue to have profound social and political effects. It has
led to issues with the integration of minorities, threats to Schengen
freedom of movement, threats to solidarity in the European Union,
economic difficulties, and an overcrowded job market in the EU.
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SECURITY CHALLENGES

In recent years, the European Union has encountered challenges
in effectively responding to notable adjustments to the security
landscape. The primary issues of concern were the enduring war in
Ukraine, a more aggressive Russia, and acts of terrorism in Europe
associated with the IS. The southern neighbourhood of the EU
has experienced instability and seen the emergence of terrorism as a
result of the conflicts in Libya and Syria. Additionally, there has been
a notable escalation of tensions with Tehran and a strained relationship
with the US during the Trump regime. Most importantly, concerns
have emerged in the European Union over the long-term consistency
of the United States' commitment to the trans-Atlantic alliance.
Similarly, the region is confronted with issues of insecurity of the
sustainable supply of food and access to fresh water, which have
reached a crisis level (Engelbrekt, 2018).

The dynamic nature of the global arena presents concerning
prospects for the European Union as uncertainties and geopolitical
rivalries intensify across several domains (Csernatoni, 2020). In
practical implementation, the European Union has always encountered
challenges in fulfilling its idealistic and normative commitment to
serve as a positive influence towards global improvement.

Establishing a comprehensive security system encompassing the
European Union member states is important for safeguarding the
security of the member nations (Matis and Nagyova, 2022). The
European Union has difficulties establishing unified foreign and
security strategies due to many challenges, including the need to
achieve agreement among all members. It has also faced obstacles in
promoting integration in the Justice and Home Affairs field. The
increased danger of terrorism also presents potential threats to the
Schengen area’s principle of unrestricted travel.

FUTURE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

The European Union has accomplished many significant
milestones, including the establishment of peace, the creation of the
Schengen region, the promotion of the right to free movement, the
development of a unified market, and the implementation of a
common currency. These achievements are widely regarded as some
of the EU's most notable accomplishments. The aforementioned
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significant accomplishments of the European Union have the utmost
significance. The threats to individuals' identity have been prominent
due to several factors, such as the significant growth of EU powers,
increasing immigration rates, the unrestricted mobility of EU citizens,
and the notable rise in international trade and globalization of the
economy during the 1990s. While some individuals have generally
embraced such rapid changes, others experience significant unease and
see them as potential challenges to their feelings of inclusion and
communal ties (McLaren, 2006).

The future of the European Union is primarily contingent upon
the prevailing public sentiment about the overarching phenomenon of
economic integration. Establishing a single market inside the European
Union has significantly enhanced its economic integration. However, it
is important to acknowledge that some barriers must be addressed to
achieve the free movement of products, money, and people across the
union. There exists a perpetual potential for a reversal in the degrees of
integration that have been attained so far, whether via the exit of
certain nations or the introduction of further obstacles. Furthermore,
the achievement of the Economic and Monetary Union necessitates the
widespread acceptance of the euro by a substantial majority, if not all,
members of the EU. The concept of having a completely integrated
market remains a subject of debate, and it is worth noting that
perspectives on complete economic integration are intimately linked to
broader perspectives on European integration as a whole (Frieden,
2015).

Sentiments towards EU further integration are often shown to be
strongly associated with sentiments towards economic integration in
particular. The introduction of a common currency was planned to, and
according to prevailing opinions, successfully increased cross-border
commerce, investment, finance, and migration inside the Eurozone. At
a broad level of analysis, except for a few nations who have firmly
opted out of participating in the EMU, the endorsement of economic
integration is an aspect of the broader endorsement of financial
integration. Moreover, the EU has also faced some policy differences
with individual countries. For example, it faced differences from the
US on trade policies and many other matters related to international
security, including sanctions on Iran, Libya and Cuba (Smith, 2003).
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Expansion is a financially burdensome venture. Between 2004
and 2006, the Eastern nations received a substantial amount of $40
billion in subsidies from the EU. This sum was a significant portion of
Brussels's yearly budget of $97 billion. However, it is improbable that
this amount will have a substantial impact in the future. After the
period of integration, observers of Germany's financial crisis were
compelled to acknowledge the substantial allocation of resources by
former West Germany towards the Eastern region, with few economic
gains. One potential approach is to explore smaller cities and towns in
Slovakia or the Czech Republic, which continue to exhibit the effect of
Stalin-era mass-housing schemes and deteriorating ex-communist
infrastructures. Most of the 75 million newly acquired European
citizens subsist on average monthly salaries of $450. However, they
possess a legitimate aspiration for comparable social and economic
entitlements enjoyed by those in France, Germany and some other
member countries. Moreover, they have the constraint of complying
with many EU directives, numbering in the tens of thousands. These
directives include various regulations about the preparation of food
and sanitary standards in restaurants, the implementation of which
proves to be financially burdensome without external assistance.
According to research conducted by Deutsche Bank, an analysis of
several indicators, such as Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth and
productivity, indicates that Slovenia, being a developed nation, may
need around ten years to align itself with the average economic
performance of the European Union. The issue is most pronounced in
Poland, the biggest nation within the union, with a population of over
39 million people. The economic growth saw a significant deceleration
in the recent past, resulting in a substantial rise in unemployment.
Based on the existing pattern, it is projected that Poland may need
almost four decades to attain the average living standards seen inside
the European Union. The potential for increased tensions arises when
employees in Western countries see that their employment
opportunities are not only being relocated to Eastern countries, but
also their tax funds are being allocated towards the reconstruction
efforts of nations that have little significance to them (Dixon).

The concerns related to security and environmental problems
extend beyond the territorial boundaries of the member countries. A
large number of people show the desire for a stronger and integrated
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Europe as visible in the context of combating organized crime, health
problems and environmental concerns. However, a prevailing
unfavorable sentiment exists about the performance of the EU in these
specific domains. The EU has the potential to exert more substantial
efforts in addressing these particular areas. The aforementioned are
domains where the EU's performance is evaluated favorably. The
topics mentioned above pertain to the facilitation of collaborative
efforts in innovation and research, the establishment of gender
equality, and the advancement of democratic principles and global
peace. In all these areas, the EU must refrain from easing its efforts;
instead, it should persistently follow this pattern. Many member
countries desire more integration inside the European Union across
several domains. In some regions, particularly in combating
joblessness, a detrimental disparity exists in the decision-making
approaches categorized. Some members exhibit a degree of skepticism
about the safeguarding of social liberties. The relevance of socio-
demographic cleavages in this context is negligible. It is important to
acknowledge that jobless individuals are often the primary advocates
for improved decision-making at the EU level in addressing the issue
of joblessness.

The variances in overall support for unification and the euro
among nations are less significant than often thought. Undoubtedly,
those not part of the Eurozone lack enthusiasm for the Economic and
Monetary Union. However, it is worth noting that inside the Eurozone,
significant support exists for the euro currency across all member
nations. Positive perspectives on European integration are commonly
held within the EU. Nevertheless, the crisis has a substantial and
mostly adverse influence on public perceptions of the union and the
national governments operating within its framework. Contrary to
expectations, the crisis hasn't significantly impacted the general level
of support for integration and the euro, as it continues to stay at a high
level. Nevertheless, the preceding period has significantly undermined
confidence in establishing the European Union and the Eurozone.
Most Europeans continue to express a desire for the EU to thrive and
progress, while those residing inside the Eurozone maintain their
support for the euro currency. However, there has been a significant
decline in the level of trust placed by individuals in European leaders
and national governments to effectively address the challenges that
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have emerged over the last ten years. The erosion of faith in European
and national institutions is mostly seen among those disproportionately
affected by the economic crisis. The nations within the Eurozone
impacted by the debt crisis have seen a near-total erosion of trust. In
the EU, there exists a prevailing sentiment among those with lower
skill levels, less education, and higher unemployment rates, whereby
they have significantly unfavourable perceptions towards the
governments of their countries and the institutions of the EU (Frieden,
2015).

European and national-level policymakers can rely on substantial
support for European integration and the euro currency. Europeans
strongly commit to the overall integration process and the Economic
and Monetary Union. The problem is mostly focused on countries
experiencing significant crises, notably the debtor nations within the
Eurozone. It is particularly prevalent among socioeconomic cohorts
that have been disproportionately affected by the crisis, including
those with lower levels of education and ability and those who are
jobless.

The further development of European integration and the
establishment of the Economic and Monetary Union are contingent
upon obtaining political endorsement from the general populace. There
is still a prevailing level of support in general for it. However, there
has been a noticeable decline in confidence in policymakers, which
raises doubts over the likelihood of continued political endorsement
for existing policies unless significant improvements are made.
Considering the notable disparities observed among socioeconomic
factions, particularly the increasing skepticism prevalent among less
privileged Europeans, it appears imperative to explore strategies that
facilitate the inclusion of a larger European population in the benefits
of integration while safeguarding them from its associated burdens
(Frieden, 2015).

Suppose the EU's envisioned future unfolds as intended. In that
case, it is anticipated that a greater Europe would address the existing
power imbalances on the global level, which are now skewed in favour
of the United States, despite the latter often facing opposition and
being surpassed on many matters. However, if the European effort
proves unsuccessful, it will ultimately deteriorate into a state of
discord and disorder.
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THE FUTURE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION AS AN INTERNATIONAL ACTOR

The EU has the third-largest economy globally, around one-sixth
of the total global trade volume. Overall, the European Union's
internal market comprises 27 member nations, facilitating the
unrestricted flow of products, services, money, and people. The EU
has emerged as a powerful entity in both the political and economic
spheres. The aggregated GDP of the EU reached a total of $16.6
trillion in 2022, with the United States leading at $26 trillion and
China following closely at $19 trillion (Figure 1) (Rao, 2023).

FIGURE-1
ECONOMY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
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However, in the last couple of years, the EU has been primarily
focused on addressing the issue of debt, the wvulnerability of its
financial institutions, the pursuit of economic growth, the battle
against joblessness, and the emergence of populism. Consequently, it
has not succeeded much in enhancing or expanding its influence and
global presence. According to Landaburu, Europe is seeing a decline
in its technical advantage. It faces the financial burden associated with
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its social model, significantly decreasing its ability to compete in
international markets. Notwithstanding the decline in political and
economic power, it is indisputable that the European Union has
diverse qualities that enable it to assume a distinct position in global
events. Europe has seen a decline in its global power, both
economically and politically. However, it is important to acknowledge
that Europe still has a significant role as a prominent participant in
global events. The European Union's foreign policy has yet to achieve
the anticipated outcomes; however, it has undeniably many appealing
characteristics and tools to address contemporary challenges and
maintain its significance as a global actor.

The current global order is experiencing significant shifts in both
the economic and political realms, but not readily apparent. These
alterations are occurring at a rapid pace and have the potential to
reshape the global landscape. The erosion of the United States' global
dominance, the rise of China's economic power and expanding
influence, the emergence of right-wing populist administrations
worldwide, the protracted conflicts in the Middle East, the withdrawal
of the US and NATO forces from Afghanistan, and the ongoing crisis
in Ukraine have prompted governments to rethink their foreign policy
objectives and adapt to the evolving global landscape (Khan, 2022).
Several factors have greatly impacted the union's current capabilities
due to the Russian military intervention in Ukraine, leading to a
transformation of the structure of international relations. The
weakened European security structure has resulted in fragility,
necessitating additional cooperation across the Eurasian. This
cooperation is particularly important due to the crucial peculiarities of
the EU's engagement with Russia, its dialogues with countries in Asia
(especially China), the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America, and
the presence of rising unresolved concerns within the EU itself
(Mozel, 2023).

Javier Solana, the former Secretary-General of the Council of the
EU, believes that There is a pressing need for the European Union to
develop a proactive and cohesive foreign policy that can effectively
address global challenges. Formulating such a strategy would provide
significant benefits for the residents of Europe and the international
community. During the early 1990s in the Balkans, the European
Union member countries were divided, resulting in their inability to
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intervene and prevent ongoing violence and loss of life effectively.
However, it is now widely acknowledged that the policy has
significantly contributed to stabilizing and reconstructing these
countries devastated by conflict. Europe has acquired valuable insights
from its experience that attaining enduring security and peace
necessitates establishing regional collaboration and integration. It is of
utmost importance to differentiate between managing crises and
security setup.

CONCLUSION

Despite many exemplary successes, the European Union faces
many underlying challenges that have blared its future. This entails
conducting a comprehensive evaluation of the achievements and
shortcomings of the European Union to revitalize the process of
European integration and make necessary preparations for the future of
Europe. The need for a robust union and promoting solidarity have
become more apparent to effectively address security problems,
including economic, social, and domestic issues. The future of Europe
hinges upon its ability to effectively address expectations and
adequately equip itself as an entity for forthcoming challenges.

In order to enhance integration inside the EU, it is necessary to
undertake certain measures. The primary need is to address the
increasing disparity between the member nations of the Eurozone,
often categorized as "Northern” and "Southern”. This necessitates
prioritizing the advancement of the common currency towards
comprehensive economic integration. This entails an enhanced
oversight of national economic policies by European authorities and
expedited and more significant assistance to member countries
experiencing financial difficulties. Simultaneously, the European
Union must be more robust in facilitating economic recovery. The
second instance of urgency is constructing a novel framework
concerning borders, refugees, and immigrants. The current system
should exhibit a higher level of solidarity than the intrinsic level seen
in the Dublin-1l agreement while also demonstrating increased
efficiency. The establishment of long-term unity is a prerequisite for
achieving efficiency.

Despite the many problems and widespread pessimistic
sentiments, Europe possesses remarkable assets. Compared to many
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regions worldwide, it has notable political stability. Additionally,
several economies within the EU are the world's leading economies.
Furthermore, it is noteworthy that it has societies characterized by
robust health indicators, huge financial assets, and a commendable
level of societal equality. The European Union has the task of
effectively harnessing these advantageous attributes and capitalizing
on its past accomplishments in integration while aligning with the
economic demands and political circumstances that will prevail in the
next decades.
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