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Abstract

This paper introduces and explores a profound manuscript on Figh
Hanafi named ‘Tawali al-Anwar: A Commentary on Durr al-Mukhtar’
written by Sheikh, Muhaddith, Imam, Mohammad Abid al-Sindhi al-
Ansari. He is a famous and profound scholar within South Asia and
beyond. Like al-Suyuti, al-Ghazali and Shah Waliullah, he worked
almost in every field of Islamic sciences. In view of the significance of
this work produced in the field of Figh Hanafi, which is largely
followed in this region, this paper explores the manuscript to bring
forth to researchers in the field of Figh Hanafi. This manuscript is
one of his last and the biggest works of the author which took him ten
years to complete. In-Depth study of the present manuscript clearly
shows author’s skills of analysis and reasoning in the field of
jurisprudence and Islamic Law.

Significance of the work

In response to the ever growing needs and emerging new problems
that were faced by the Muslims, Islamic Jurisprudence divided into
main four schools of thought including Hanafi, Shafi, Maliki, Hanbali.
In terms of demography, Hanafi School may well be regarded as a
largest school of thought in the world especially in the South Asia. A
multitude of legal works have been produced by the Hanafi School
since its inception, which practically solved the new problems of the
Muslims.

‘Durr al-Mukhtar’ may well be considered as one of the very
significant works ever produced in the field of Figh Hanafi. This is the
reason that many of the scholars have studies this work and added
glosses and footnotes on this manuscript (MS hereafter). This whole
practice added academic glory and worth to this work which made it
very famous and wide spread in the world.
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The present MS *Tawali’ al-Anwar’ studied here is a complete
commentary on Durr al-Mukhtar. The Durr al-Mukhtar is the Figh
work produced by Ala al-Din al-Haskafi- a well known Hanafi Jurist-
in tenth century AH. A thorough study of this MS of al-Sindhi, clearly
shows following salient features which distinguish it from the other
similar works in the field:

1.

2.

3.

This is a first ever complete commentary on Durr al-
Mukhtar.

The Author supports his school with the arguments from
the Quran.

The author gives numerous references from Hadith to
refute the misconception that the Hanafi School seldom
utilizes the Hadith.

The author quotes the other Figh literature to further clarify
his views.

The author, on many occasions, compares legal opinions of
Hanafi School to those of the other Schools and then
evaluates on the basis of evidences from the Qur’an,
Sunnah and logic.

The author, on some places, accepts the view point of other
schools based on the evidence which manifest his academic
quality.

In order to clarify the meanings of difficult words of the
book, the author refers to the profound lexicons of the
Arabic Language.

The author solves the problems related to the morphology
and syntax (s 9 < <) clearly.

The author has been teaching this commentary to his
students during his stay in Madinah, which provided him
opportunity to make corrections in the MS wherever
needed.

These, but not limited to, salient features which distinguish and
make this book the most valuable among others.

Description of the MS
1) A complete copy of Tawali’ al-Anwar is available at
Maktabah al-Azhariah, Cairo, endowed by Sheikh Abdul
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Qadir and Mustafa al-Rafi’i in 1314 AH. (Maktabah, 116 to

131).

This MS is scribed in clearly readable writing. This

contains 19044 folios divided into 16 parts. Date of scribing is
mentioned in the MS is as 1293 to 1296 A.H. (Catalogue,
2/590). It is worth mentioning here that a number of scribers
scribed this MS, as it is a voluminous work as follows:

A. Ali s/o Husain al-Shargawi al-Halwani. He scribed nine

parts which includes1,3,4,6,7,9,10,13and 16.

B. Mustafa abu Sannah. He scribed five parts which includes
2,5,8,14 and 15.
C. Yousuf Ziadat al-Bagdadi. He scribed only one part which

is 12.

D. AbdhuYousuf Ziadat. He also scribed one part which is 11.

The Scribe: Identity and Dating
The following details are given to identify the scribers and
dates of their scribing:

S. No. | Part Scriber Date
1 1t | Ali al-Shrgawi 1293 AH
2 2" | Mustafa abuSunnah 1293 AH
3 3 | Alial-Shrgawi 1293 AH
4 4™ | Ali al-Shrgawi 1294 AH
5 5" | Mustafa abuSunnah 1294 AH
6 6" | Ali al-Shrgawi 1293 AH
7 7™ | Ali al-Shrgawi 1294 AH
8 8" | Mustafa abuSunnah 1293 AH
9 9" | Ali al-Shrgawi 1296 AH
10 10™ | Ali al-Shrgawi 1295 AH
11 11" | AbdhuYousafZiadat 1292 AH
12 12" | Yousuf Ziadatal-Bagdadi n.d.
13 13™ | Ali al-Shrgawi 1295 AH
14 14™ | Mustafa abuSunnah 1295 AH
15 15" | Mustafa abuSunnah 1294 AH
16 16™ | Ali al-Shrgawi 1293 AH
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2)

3)

The macro film of this MS is also available at Markaz
al-Bahth al-1lmi, Umm al-Qura University, Makkah, under no:
116to 131 Figh Hanafi. (Asim). Moreover, The macro film of
the first four parts of the MS are also available at Maktabah
Jamiah al-Islamiyyah, Madinah, under no. 9496, 9589, 9593
and 9579.

The second complete copy of the MS is available at Maktabah
Qasr Tob Qabi Sarai, Turkey. This is in 8 big volumes.
According to the index of manuscripts of this Maktabah, the
entry number of this manuscript is: 4161 to 4168. This contains
6720 folios with 37 lines in every folio. (Bakdash,1423)

The original copy the first two parts of this MS is present at
Maktabah Maulid al-Nabi (PBUH). On the last folio of this
MS, a very brief biography of the author al-Sheikh Mohammad
Abid al-Sindhi is given. These two parts are similar to the first
copy of the MS mentioned above. (Bakdash,1423). These two
parts are present under no: 5 and 108 Figh Hanafi, with 23
lines in each folio. The total number of folios is 1942. This MS
starts with the Book of cleanliness (sl «s) and ends with
the chapter of Prayer in the Kabah (4ssd) 4 83kall Gib). No date
of scribing is mentioned in this MS.

The above mentioned three manuscripts start with the Book of

cleanliness (s k! i) having no forward.

4)

The fourth copy of the MS is found at Madinah and was
donated as mentioned on the last folio of the MS. This copy
was then transferred to Madinah University and placed under
no. 305. Furthermore, the soft copy of this MS is available in
CD form under.

S. No. 4206 (Makhtutat, no. 305). This is the ninth part
of the MS in readable good hand writing. The scribers names is
mentioned as Moawis Salamat Maliki Khilwati, Tahtawi and
the date of finishing the MS is mentioned as Sunday Muharram
al-Haram, 1289 AH. It is scribed from the author’s personal
copy. This MS starts with the Book of partnership (4s &) cilis)
and ends with the Book of Endowment (<&} <s). The date of
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scribing of this MS is Rabi al-Thani, 1247 AH in Madinah as
mentioned by the scriber in the end.

5) The fifth copy of ‘Tawali’ al-Anwar’ is found in Netherland
under no 596 as mentioned by Brockelman in his book ‘al-
mulhik’ and by Dr. Asim hamdan Ali hamdan in his book
iy ) Ao giall 4baali”, This MS was initially available
at Maktabah syed Amin s/o Hassan al-Halwani al-Madani.
(Asim). Later on, this MS was transported to Netherland in
1301, AH.

6) There is sixth copy of the MS about which, Maulana Ghulam
Mustafa Qasmi, a prominent Sindhi scholar and researcher,
describes that Sheikh Muhammad Abid Sindhi presented his
book ‘Tawali’ al-Anwar’ as a gift to his spiritual teacher
Sheikh  Muhammad Zaman al-Sindhi at Lanwari, District
Tando Muhammad Khan. Unfortunately, the library of Lanwari
is sealed by the Government of Sindh at present. Hence, it is
not possible to access this MS for the study and research.
(Bakdash, 1423)

Comparison of the two available MS

By the study and comparison of the available first two manuscripts, it
clearly seems that the author Sheikh Abid al-Sindhi has made some
additions on various places. This, as mentioned earlier, goes to his
continued teaching of this work to his students, which may have
compelled him to add some sentences or to restructure the sentences to
clarify the point under discussion. The following additions made by
the author, are present in the first MS and not found in the second, will
suffice to support the view.

Y b

8L ) gesSial s axal) 7 gilal laas gl (ulad) o Abala (1 362:3) .1

Y) 4 dajile Lad 4 e gl g lisall o AR CadSy Y (< 368 1) .2
N Gl o g as 4d Le il Adla B Guialil g | i

Laa Cjla 13) dddald) o il "ee™ A b Al L by (@ 374:3) .3
SN A Blad) @ iad g sl A RN L e Jaag o V) JSiiad gdas
(ple (s )
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oSuall lis

(i Bl udli dpa 38 Y1) (1427 :3) .4
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plag Al g ddle A a0 pae (pa 5 AV Adud) (e
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by pdll Ao dlaidiad) 3Ll L Liiny yd & 8 33 gy ol Al o o
()

O Qb
al Ay Cde 0B )y ey Gl el Al gy B o udy) (2 499 :3) T
(M RIS Ay o SIS EiSay af gl
CBgl) gadal (g pala il b as g delaal) oY cu gl oY) (< 500 :3) .8
MLl MSEY) M B ada Ay AUl LB Gkl s UGG g
-(uJ.A.'.;J II&A OE“"J "d-‘-"%):m"J
b SN el Ay dle il A A L osd) (@ 503:3) .9
Yj JgTR|| 033.41\ S sda MYU\A Lgé.m.) S gua @J& Saaly gl Sald
(Mgl Jaa Yy o
odlall Ja g i il
Al dalily phadl B Sl AR (e laglild Ly gdilly ) (w524 :3) .10
sa N OB gag AD) AgadN g da e (e SBD La o Aal e JBL ¢ s
Gla gy Anila panl) A osd AaY) (e Vg Lgta B8 95 D8 Lgatig da jaa
oS hall Callia 13a g o) Ldgliia JAS) die jgau¥ d gdiSca W jia g Lgadi g daY)
J(Llaa 3 gmy (ol Ad) dainal) (95 ) Auiid
laa g ga ¥y Gl gacd) cala La p Al " 3lagl™ ol gy WS) (w2 515) .3 .11
() Alla o
e A Odigad) G—‘ o ?33.'3 ?3 ey (S g Laild UL 059) (< 515) .a3 .12
_(“2.).\35" Cﬁ'“

Compilation of the book:

The Author has been working on this book for many years. It was
started in 1243 AH and was completed in 1251 AH as mentioned by
the author.
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(Bakdash,1423)

Previous work on the MS
Two Sindhi Scholars have researched on the first part of this MS and
were awarded Ph.D Degree by Sindh University, Jamshoro as follows:

1. Mr. Syed Abdul Kareem (alias Abdul Ghafoor) worked up
to the Book of Cleanliness (3 ¢kl <) of this MS under
the Supervision of Maulana Ghulam Mustafa Qasmi.

2. Mr. Abdul Rasheed Lagari worked on this MS under the
supervision of Prof. Dr. Sanaullah Bhutto and made
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research on the chapters of Waters up to the chapter of
menses (uasd b (A Sbaall Gl ().

3. Mr. Noor Ahmed Chandio is registered at the University of
Sindh, Jamshoro for PH.D Degree and his topic approved is
from the chapter of “Uncleanliness” to the chapter of
“Conditions for Prayers” (33all by & b (M ulad¥) Gy ()
under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Sanaullah Bhutto.

4. Mr. Mohammad Tahir Meerani is registered in the same
university and his topic approved is from the chapter of
“How to perform Prayers” to the chapter of “Leading in
Prayers” (s J) uall dia b e 4alYl) under the
supervision of Prof. Dr. Sanaullah Bhutto.

Keeping the significance of this work and needs of the scholars
of the day in view, it seems necessary to take the whole MS for
research and to finish the task for further research in the field.

Identity of the Author of the MS

The author of this work is a renowned Sindhi Scholar, Commentator of
the Holy Quran, Muhaddith, Jurist, Philosopher, Mohammad Abid al-
Sindhi. He is a well known scholar of Islamic world. The identity of
the MS under discussion may be proved by the following evidences:

A. The authorship of this book is proved and mentioned by the
researchers of this MS as mentioned early.

B. Allamah Rafai’i has quoted in his foot notes made on the
foot notes of Allamah ibn Abdin known as “Radd al-
Muhtar” and “Fatawa Shami” by the words, as Said
Sindhi . (Al-Shami, 2000)

The Author of Tawali’ al-Anwar: His Life and Works

Name and Lineage:

The complete name of the author is Muhammad Abid b. Ahmed Ali b.
Muhammad Murad b. Muhammad Yagoob al-Ayoobi al-Ansari al-
Sindhi. According to the biographers of the author, Shiekh
Muhammad Abid was born in 1190 AH and passed away in 1257 AH,
no exact date is mentioned in his biographies. (Bakdash, 1423)
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His lineage of al-Ayyobi al-Ansari is attributed to the famous
companion of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) Abu Ayoob al-Ansari (RA).
He was born in Sewhan, one of the ancient and famous cities of Sindh.

The family of Sheikh Muhammad Abid Sindhi was respected
and well known to the people of Sindh due to their knowledge and
being as expert physician. (Wafaee: 1986)

His Early and Higher Education

The family of Sheikh Muhammad Abid is considered by his
biographers as being great scholars of the day. Sheikh Muhammad
Abid, as mentioed by his biographers, was inclined to the education
from his childhood. As local trends and customs, Sheikh received his
early education at the hands of his father and grandfather. (Bakdash,
1423; Khan)

It is clear from the above that his teachers were mainly from
his family, i.e. his grandfather Sheikh al-Islam Muhammad Murad al-
Ansari al-Sindhi, his father Sheikh Ahmed Ali al-Sindhi and his uncle,
Sheikh Muhammad Hussain. (Al-Sindhi, MS)

In addition, Sheikh Muhammad Abid has got his higher
education in Yemen, Makkah and Madinah. (Al-Sindhi, MS)

Works of the Author

Besides his teaching career and being a Mufti, he produced a
considerable number of academic works in various branches of Islamic
learning and education. It seems necessary to enlist his works to better
evaluate his academic stature and scholarly position as follows:
Biography of his Own Teachers

Commentary on Alfiyah: al-Suyuti

Commentary on Tafsir al-Baidhawi

Commentary on Bulugh al-Maram

Commentary on Taisir al-Wusul Ibn al-Deba’

Diwan Abid Sindhi

Mu’tamid al-Alma’i al-Muhazzab fi Hall Musnad Imam
Shafi’i al-Murattab

8. I’jaz al-Alfaz li I’anah al-Huffaz

9. Gloss on sindhi on al-Baidhawi

10. Fakk al-Mihnah bi Mu’alij al-Huknah

11. Ghunyah al-Zaki fi Masa’l al-wasi

Noook~ownE
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12. Hasr al-Sharid min Asanid Mohammad Abid

13. Al-Abhath fi Masail al-Thalath

14. 1khraj Zakat alHabbbilQimat

15. Kaff al-Amani an Sima al-Aghani

16. Al-Karamat wa al-Tagbil

17. Karamat al-Auliya

18. Kashf al-Ba’s amma Rawahu Ibn Abbas

19. Khair ul-Aam fi Ahkam al-Hammam

20. Manal al-Raja

21. Manahij al-Sarfiyyin

22. Majalis al-Abrar

23. Al-Mawahib al-Latifah

24. Minhat al-Bari fi Jam’ Riwayah al-Bukhari

25. Musnad Imam Abi Hanifah (Edited)

26. Musnad Imam Shafi’i (Edited)

27. Nafhaat al-Nasim al-Hindi

28. Naf’ al-Khalq fi al-Tibb

29. Roz al-Nazrin fi Akhbar al-Salihin

30. Tageer or Tayeen al-Ragib

31. Taqgbil al-Sahabah

32. Tawali’ al-Anwar

In addition, there are plenty of Fatawa that he issued in
response to the queries of the people from time to time. (Bakdash,
1423). (18)

Title of the MS:

The title of the MS Tawali’ al-Anwar- a commentary on Durr al-
Mukhtar- is clearly written on all available manuscripts. The author
has also mentioned his name in the end of the MS. All the biographers
have attributed this MS to the author by mentioning his name.
Furthermore, the two scholars, as mentioned earlier, have been
awarded Ph. D degree, and they have attributed this MS to Sheikh
Abdi al-Sindhi.

Orthography:
This MS was scribed by different scribers. All the scribers were Arabs,
who seem to be very professionals. Hence, they have skillfully scribed
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the MS having no mistakes in the MS, which makes it clearly readable.
The first MS is scribed in Naskh script and the second is in Rug’ah
script.

Conclusion:

Figh, being closely related to the daily life of the people, has remained
focus of the scholars from classical to modern period. A careful study
of Figh literature shows that most of the authors in this field have
followed the classical style of writing. Some have authored very
precise books which leave the readers perplexed. On the other, some
have produced very large books the topic which exhaust the readers.
But, the author of ‘Tawali’ al-Anwar has adopted a middle and
reasonable way. In addition, the Tawali’ is the first complete
commentary ever produced on Durr al-Mukhtar, which is regarded one
of the prominent texts in Figh Hanafi.
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