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Abstract
Aesthetics of pathos in the poetry of Shah Latif

Aesthetics is a multi-dimensional and philosophical term which
not only contains natural, physical beauty and environmental splendour
but it interprets human woes, Virtues and all other substances and
panoramas related earth to sky. The Poetry of Shah Latif is very rich in
content, quality, versatility and aesthetics. He has cited real pictures,
inner feelings and persona of blacksmiths, potters, peasants, fishermen,
vagrants and philanthropists in his poetry. Not only this, he also has
portrayed a beautiful and fascinating portrayal of rivers, streams, lakes,
ponds, birds, animals, flowers and plants of his motherland. Shah Latif
not only expressed natural ecstasy and human beauty in his poetry but he
has portrait impressive aspects of history and civilization of Sindh. No
doubt poetry of Shah Latif is mystical mirror, in which we can see inner
faces, feelings, emotions, wounds and woes of his characters. In this
research paper | have discussed different aspects of aesthetics available
in poetry of Latif but core concentration has remained on beauty of
agonies. From comprehensive study of Latif’s poetry, I have come to
conclusion that his poetry possesses all colours and cults of aesthetics but
how he has expressed and interpreted beauty of human sorrows none
other poet has uttered earlier as he had artistic and impressive way in his

poetry.
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Life is a pendulum, which swings between joys and tears.
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“Happiness is a question without an
answer....mankind has spent thousands of years
in search of this imaginary, meaningless
happiness. Happiness to me is very abstract. To
tell you the truth, | am never happy.:
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“Man has been thrown into this world in order to

die.”*
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“Man is born into kind of void, a mud. He has the
liberty to remain in this mud.”®
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| pray that | may forget

Those matters that with my Self too much...
Teach me to care and not to care

Teach me to sit still....
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| wander through dirty street
Near where the dirty THAMES does flow
And on each human face | meet
Marks of weakness, marks of Woe.
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“The change from comic to tragic is so sudden,

the effect of the comic is to make the tragic more
catastrophic.”’
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sorrow carves into your being, the more joy you
can contain...joy and sorrow are inseparable.
Together they come, and when one sits alone

with you at your board, remember that the other
is asleep upon your bed.”"
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“We speak of feeling values and of realization
through feeling. One is often reminded of Fasts
shattering experience when he was shaken of the
deadly dull out of his laboratory and

philosophical work by the revelation that feeling
is all™”.
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“Shah Latif does not discourage sorrows, indeed

he considers them as his friends and requests
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them to stay with him.”"
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strong and abiding. Let sorrowful
Love wake in your eyes.
The lotus blooms in the sight of
the sun, and loses all that it has.
It would not remain in bud in the
eternal winter mist'".
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We look before and after and pine for what not,
Our sincerest laughter with same pain is fraught,
Our sweetest songs are those which tell about
saddest thought.
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