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“form of nonfictional literature, the subject of
which is the life of an individual. In general the form

is considered to include autobiography, in which the
subject recounts his or her own history” .(2)
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“The most delicate and hnmane of all the branci)es
of the art of writing. A biography is a record in words
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of something that is as mercurial and as flowing, as
compact of temperament and emotion, as the human
sprit itself ™ .(3)
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“The biographer like a historian is slave of his

documents” .(4)
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“Biography can be seen as a branch of History,
since it depends on a selective ordering and interpre-
tation of material, writen and oral, established through

research and personal recollections. It can also be seen
as ‘a branch of imaginative literature” .(6)
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“In recent decades there has been a close defina-
tion of the craft of fiction, but there has been singular
lack of defination of the craft of biography’ .(9)
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“The immidiate attraction of bnography for the
reader is two fold. It appeals to our curiosity about

human personality and it appeals to our interest in
factual knowledge in finding out what exactly happens.”
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Alen Shelston-Biography  (The Critical idea)
Mathew and Co London. 1977 P- 3
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18. J.P. Hardy (editor) Jhonson’s lives of the poets
Ox Uni. Press. London 1971
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