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(AN ANALYSIS OF DR. FEHMIDAHUSSAIN'S STORIES WRITTEN
UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF LIBERAL FEMINISM)

Abstract:

Dr. FehmidaHussain is well-known for her work as a
researcher, linguist, and teacher in Sindhi literature, while she has
also a noticeable work in story writing. A collection of 43 stories,

tiled with “Kundhi Kaliun Vich Men”(, z, .-i& sx:&)has been

published in 2024. In her stories the leading characters are majorly
from urban settings, mostly the educated women, house wives and
other professionally working women living in cities has been
focused. While in Sindhi literature mostly with discussion of
gender equality, domestic violence and other women rights, the
Sindhi Story writers are commonly addressing the issues of the
women from rural, village side areas and having low education or
uneducated one. But Dr. Fahmida has adopted entirely contrasted
to the common practiced storyline.It is largely believed that a
woman living in a city is more prosperous, empowered, and
independent than a woman living in rural areas.But Dr. Fahmida’s
stories draw readers attention to the fact that an educated,
professional working woman living in the urban areas is working
to support her family’s at outside the home and same time she also
meeting the roles of mother, wife, daughter and sister in the part of
housewife. She highlighted in her stories the matters and problems
of women are facing in above said situation. In previous Sindhi
literature specially in short story writing the topics has been
discussed as education, health, marriage and social equality,
including this the woman has presented as a decorative and sex
object emphasizing her physical beauty and behavioral sensitivity
and softness. But apart from these complex issues, Sindhi fiction
has never discussed about the creativity and societal status of
women in professionalism before.Her stories are majorly reflecting
the conceptual structure of liberal feminism, which is considered
the starting wave of feminism movement.
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Feminism is an umbrella term for a number of cultural
phenomena. It tries to acquire freedom for women to
work, and make independent economically, and
psychologically. It indicates institutional and grassroots
activities to abolish gender-based inequalities from the
society. It hopes to discover the hidden reality of male
domination, and women subordination and subjugation
in the world, and aims to give equal rights to women
economically, politically, and socially. It supports a
broader struggle of freedom for women to make their
own decisions related to their bodies, financial
independence, freedom to choice their lives and sexual
choices, and liberation from all types of
oppression.(Mohanjan, 2022, 07).
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Feminism can be manifested into seven categories as; 1)
liberal feminism, ii) Marxist feminism 1iii) socialist
feminism, iv) radical feminism, v) ecofeminism, vi)

cultural feminism, vii) black feminism, and wviii)
postmodern feminism. Each ideology tries to describe
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women’s oppression, explains the causes and
consequences, and suggested strategies for women
liberation. (Mohanjan 2022, 07).
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Liberalism is a political and economic principle that
stresses  individual independence, equality of
opportunity, and the protection of individual rights. It
supports rule of law, civil and human rights, secularism,
democracy, freedom of speech, press, religion, and
property. It encourages the development of freedoms,
particularly in the political and economic spheres. It is
a “feminist theory that believes gender inequality is
created by lowering access for women and girls to civil
rights and allocation of social resources such as
education and employment (Mohanjan 2022, 08).
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