and criticism. Many classical critics and scholars analyzed the
Qasidah to develop principles of Arabic literary criticism and
rhetoric.

In conclusion, the Arabic Qasida stands as a cornerstone of Arabic
literature. Its rich structure, thematic depth, and cultural
significance have ensured its continuity across centuries, making it
an enduring symbol of Arabic literary heritage and artistic
excellence.

key words : Qasidah, Adab, Shairi, Jahilyat, Tahzeb, Tarekh, Qasad,
Arabi, Qafiyo, Bahar, Wazan
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Arabic Qasidah: Definition, Structure and Importance
Abstract

The Qasidah is one of the oldest and most prestigious poetic form
in Arabic literature. It represents a complete artistic and cultural
expression of Arab society and has played a central role in shaping
Arabic poetic tradition from the pre-Islamic era to modern times.
The Qasidah is not merely a poem but a carefully constructed
literary form that reflects social values, historical events, and
aesthetic ideals of the Arab world.

In terms of definition, a Qasidah is a long mono-rhymed poem
written in a single meter, maintaining the same rhyme throughout.
Traditionally, it addresses a specific purpose or theme, such as
praise, satire, pride, or elegy. The unity of meter and rhyme gives
the Qasidah a strong musical quality, which enhances its
memorability and oral transmission.

Regarding its structure, the classical Arabic Qasidah is composed
of three main parts. It usually begins with the Nasib or Tashbib,
where the poet nostalgically recalls lost love or abandoned
dwellings. This is followed by the Rahil, in which the poet describes
a journey, often portraying the desert, the poet’s mount, and the
hardships of travel. The final section is the main thematic purpose
of the poem, known as the Gharad, which may take the form of
praise (Madih), satire (Hija’), pride (Fakhr), or elegy (Ritha’). These
parts are artistically linked, creating a coherent and balanced
poetic composition.

The importance of the Qasidah in Arabic literature is immense.
Historically, it served as the voice of the tribe, preserving honor,
recording battles, and expressing collective identity. Culturally, it
acted as a repository of Arab values such as bravery, generosity,
loyalty, and wisdom. Literarily, the Qasidah set the foundations for
Arabic poetic aesthetics, influencing poetic language, imagery,
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