The expression of patriotism is notably present in the works of
Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, who offered prayers for the prosperity of
Sindh and the entire world. His poetic compositions, such as Sur
Marui and Sur Sarang, stand as unparalleled representations of
love for the homeland. From Khalifo Gul Muhammad to Shaikh
Ayaz, and from Ayaz to Ayaz Gul, modern Sindhi poets have vividly
articulated patriotic sentiments and their affection for Sindh.
Nationalism has exerted a significant ideological influence on
modern Sindhi poetry.

Following the Partition, Sindhi poetry witnessed multiple
phases—traditional poetry, the class-based ideological phase, the
nationalist period, the progressive era, and the modern poetic
movement. Among these, the nationalist phase was particularly
dominant, and its influence remains visible to this day. Modern
Poets such as Shaikh Ayaz emerged as prominent symbols of
collective consciousness, and their poetry resonated deeply with
public and nationalistic emotions. This paper aims to explore and
analyze the ideological influence of nationalism on modern Sindhi

poetry.
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(Influence of Nationalism on Modern Sindhi Poetry)

Abstract:

The foundation of a nation is primarily rooted in defined
geographical boundaries. A group lacking such boundaries is akin
to a stateless people whose existence remains nebulous and
intangible. Beyond geography, a nation requires a common
language, shared culture, historical continuity, collective
character, and unified political and economic interests. A group of
people that embodies these elements can be considered a Nation.

Nationalism is both an ideology and a movement that emphasizes
the interests, unity, and loyalty of a specific Nation or Country. It
fosters a sense of identity and affiliation with a particular national
community, advocating for the preservation and promotion of its
cultural, political, and economic dimensions. Often, nationalism
generates a sense of superiority or exceptionalism, while
simultaneously advocating for the protection of national
sovereignty and freedom. Nationalism can inspire poets to write
about their homeland, its history, culture, and landscape. Through
this, national identity and heritage can be preserved and
celebrated. Nationalist poetry fosters a sense of pride and unity
among citizens, cultivating a feeling of belonging and patriotism.
Historically, the influence of nationalism on poetry has been
closely linked with political movements and ideologies. In some
instances, poetry has been utilized as a tool for propaganda,
promoting nationalist ideologies or supporting political leaders.
This can lead to a transformation in poetic expression, potentially
compromising artistic integrity and the pursuit of truth.

Overall, the impact of nationalism on poetry is complex and
multifaceted. While it may encourage poets to explore and
celebrate their national identity, it can also produce negative
consequences in terms of conformity and political polarization.
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