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Abstract 

 

Active Citizenship is an important and basic component of any 
public strategy, putting the emphasis on political and civic values 
in any democratic society. The major dimensions of active 
citizenship are defined through the Active Citizen Composite Index 
(ACCI). This index covers indicators of political, civic and 
community dimensions of any society. Since the younger 
generation in any society is considered to be thefuture of humanity 
so, the politico civic training of younger generation to play an 
active citizenship role in the society cannot be undervalued. 
Considering the importance of the issue this research tried to 
explore the extent of active citizenship in the younger generation of 
Pakistan. For this purpose, a survey was conducted of200 students 
studying at three universities in Karachi, the largest cosmopolitan 
city of Pakistan and 5th largest worldwide. The survey results 
showed that, in general, the role of  iGeneration (age 18 to 25 
years) of Pakistan as active citizen is not very encouraging. On the 
political dimension, this generation is not actively involved with 
political parties and is mostly limited to casting their vote. On the 
civic dimension, most of the students were not involved with the 
activities of civil society, except for little tendency for peaceful 
demonstrations and protests. On the community dimension a little 
inclination was found towards cultural activities but any active 
role or serious effort for community development was not evident. 
Considering the survey results, there is a strong feeling that this 
generation is not trained or tuned to play active citizenship role 
and it becomes the responsibility of the educational and social 
institutions to encourage and enlighten younger generation about 
the importance of the active citizenship role. 
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prevailing standards and norms of the society (Marshall, 1992 [1950]; cited by 

Glover, 2004, p. 65). 
 

The concept of political citizenship in democratic setup is a bit confusing as it 

implies that any individual in the community is present when is represented 

through another person who is chosen through votes to represent to others, while 

the actual presence of those individuals is not there (Pitkin, 2004). But the 

concept of active citizenship and community being the very basis of a democratic 

community or society is strong in Western democracies  and being adopted in 

other emerging democracies. 
 

Active citizenship as defined by Hoskins (2006) is the peaceful and non-violent 

active participation in civil, communal, and political life in a democratic 

environment. As it is  evident from the word "active" that it should not be 

unreceptive and submissive rather it should be participatory activities comprised 

of political actions, democratic partaking and civil and community support. 

Emphasizing the active role Mascherini& Hoskins, (2009) stated that participation 

should be combined with democratic morals, human rights and mutual respect. 

Many researchers looking at various aspects of active citizenship presented 

different definitions. Brannan, John, and Stoker, (2006) emphasizing the word 

'active' stated that active citizenship implies that participation is not only 

comprised of passive membership of a political party but that being active is the 

necessary condition for being an active citizen, So, active citizenship is all about 

the practical contribution to social actions and involvement in political debates. 

They further stated that it can be considered active citizenship if someone 

voluntarily opts to work in the field of public service provision and working for 

public policy. Golubeva, (2018) analyzing various old and contemporary 

definitions of active citizenship stated that it is a complex and multidimensional 

notion and it can only be understood after studying various perspectives from 

diverse fields such as 'education, intercultural communication, political science, 

psychology, sociology and other social science'. The above-referred author also 

emphasized the political, civic and community aspects of active participation. 
 

After the analysis of various definitions of active participation, the next stage is to 

see how these definitions can help the researcher in devising the operational 

model for active citizenship. This review of literature and analysis of various 

definitions will help to build composite indicators for further analysis. Hoskinset 

al (2006) in their comprehensive work for joint research by Centre for Research 

on Lifelong Learning (CRELL) and European Commission Joint Research Centre 

on measuring active citizenship in Europe discussing various definitions  and 

aspects of active citizenship identified some measurable and distinctive elements 

and they called them the dimensions. These dimensions were further divided into 
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sub-dimensions which can be called indicators and they named them as Active 

Citizenship Composite Indicators (ACCI). Since the above-referred study was 

done in Europe so few of the indicators do not fit into the environment of other 

regions especially if this model is used in third world countries. However, in the 

next paragraphs, these dimensions are discussed. 

Political Life or Participative Politics 

It basically refers to the relation of state and role of citizens in strengthening the 

democratic base of the society. In this regard, Eriksson (2012) is of the view that 

active citizenship is the compulsory ingredient of ''participative politics". He 

further states that participative politics is the main tool which helps to formulate 

new and broadly acceptable policy strategies with a  collaboration between 

government and citizen. That is why active participation is considered the 

foundation of democracy. Eriksson (2012) argued based on the review of earlier 

literature that participative politics or active political participation has three main 

aspects. The first concept is that active citizenship is the precondition of a 

functional democracy. This concept is not new and is supported by earlier 

researchers as well (for example, Pateman 1970; Barber 1984). The  second 

concept behind is that the "civil society is the natural environment of active 

participation and the site for communal self-organization". This idea is also 

supported in old and contemporary literature (for example, Foley and Martin 

2000; Baiocchi 2005); The third attribute is the concept that 'citizen' is the source 

of assessing and confmning if democratic functions are producing some sort of 

public services (Alford 2002; Bovaird 2007; Martin 2008)". Hoskins et al (2006) 

defining the indicators of political life mentioned that political party membership, 

actively participating in election campaigns, political volunteering, participating 

in political activities or making donations to political parties are the active roles of 

a citizen contributing towards the political strength of the society. 

Civil Participation or Civic Engagement 

Policymaker and people for whom policies are made consider that active social 

citizenship is where people actively participate to help each other in pursuing their 

own common  goals and interests involving in associations, sports, clubs and 

religious or faith groups. The more formal aspect of civic engagement is through 

direct participation in social governance, establishing or being a member of 

advisory groups, juries and citizen panels. X Brannan, John, and Stoker, (2006) 

that civic participation is a practical step that might enable the citizen to connect 

up with the state in productive ways. Golubeva, (2018) stated that social 

participation and civic engagement are the easily measurable expressions of active 

citizenship. Further the researcher has claimed that Psychologists give more 

importance to social and civic participation than any other factor to determine 
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Political Life Dimensions 
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Table 3: Civic Society or Social Dimension 
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Table 4: Community Help Dimension 
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